Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






HISTORIE 



THE KIEK OF SCOTLAND, 

M.D.LVIII.— M.DC.XXXVII. 

BY 

JOHN BOW, MINISTER AT CAENOCK. 

WITB 

ADDITIONS AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



HIS SONS. 



PRINTED FOR THE MAITLAND CLUB. 
M.DCCC.XLII. 




KDUTBORQU nUKTWC C0M9AMT, ■OVTII IT DATIO ITKBtT. 



TOTHB 



PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS 



OF 



CTlie iniiiitliinli CItttit 



THIS COLLECTION 



or 



ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS, 



NOW FIRST PRINTED, 



18 DEDICATED AND PRESENTED 



BT THBIR OBEDIBNT SSBYANT, 



BERIAH BOTFIELD. 



Norton Hall, 
Jwfu, 1842. 






THE MAITLAND CLUB 



JUNE. M.DGCG.XLII. 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE EARL OF GLASGOW, 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF SUSSEX. ^ 
HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF ARGTLL. 
JOHN BAIN. ESQ. 
DAVID BALFOUR, ESQ. 
ROBERT BELL, ESQ. 
SIR DAVID HUNTER BLAIR, BART. 
BERIAH BOTFIELD, ESQ., M.P. 

SIR THOMAS MAKDOUGALL BRISBANE, BART., 6.G.B. 
10 HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF BUCCLEUCH AND QUBENSBBBRT. 
JAMES BOGLE, ESQ. 
WALTER BUCHANAN, ESQ. 
THE MOST NOBLE THE MARQUESS OF BUTE. 
ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, ESQ. 
SIR ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, BART. 



THE MAITLAND CLUB. 



THE HONOUBABLB HENRT GOCKBURN. LORD COGKBUBH. 

JAMES T. GIBSON-CRAIG, ESQ. 

WILLIAM CBAWFURD, ESQ. 

JAMES DENNISTOUN, ESQ. 
20 JAMES DOBIE. ESQ. 

RICHARD DUNCAN, ESQ.. [TREASURER.] 

WILLIAM JAMES DUNCAN. ESQ. 

JAMES DUNLOP. ESQ. 

JAMES EWING, ESQ., LL.D. 

JOSEPH WALTER KING EYTON. ESQ. 

WILLIAM FLEMING. D.D. 

WILLIAM MALCOLM FLEMING, ESQ. 

JOHN FULLARTON, ESQ. 

JOHN GRAHAM GILBERT. ESQ. 
30 JOHN BLACK GBACIE, ESQ. 

JOHN GORDON, ESQ. 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THOMAS OBENyiLLB. 

JAMES HAMILTON. ESQ. 

LAURENCE HILL, ESQ., LL.B. 

GEORGE HOUSTOUN, ESQ. 

JAMES HUNTER, ESQ. 

THE HONOURABLE JAMES IVORT, LORD ITOBT. 

JOHN CLARK KENNEDY. ESQ. 

JOHN KERR, ESQ. 
40 ROBERT ALEXANDER KIDSTON. ESQ. 

GEORGE RITCHIE KINLOCH, ESQ. 

JOHN GARDINER KINNEAR. ESQ. 

JOHN LEADBETTER, ESQ. 

MATTHEW LEISHMAN. D.D. 



THE MAITLAND CLUR 



JOHN GIBSON LOCKHART, ESQ., LL.D. 

REV. LAURENCE LOCKHART. 

WILLIAM LOCKHART, ESQ., M.P. 

JAMES LUCAS, ESQ. 

ALEXANDER MACDONALD, ESQ. 
50 THE VERY REV. DUNCAN MACFARLAN, D.D., [VICE-PRESIDENT.] 

ANDREW MACGEORGE, ESQ. 

ALEXANDER MACGRIGOR, ESQ. 

GEORGE MACINTOSH, ESQ. 

JOHN WHITEFOORD MACKENZIE, ESQ. 

ROBERT MACLACHLAN, ESQ. 

ARCHIBALD MACLELLAN, ESQ. 

ALEXANDER MACNEILL, ESQ. 

JAMES MAIDMENT, ESQ. 

THOMAS MAITLAND, ESQ. 
60 JOHN MAXWELL, ESQ. 

WELLWOOD MAXWELL, ESQ. 

WILLIAM MEIKLEHAM, ESQ. 

WILLIAM HENRY MILLER, ESQ. 

ROBERT MONTEITH, ESQ. 

JAMES PATRICK MUIRHEAD, ESQ. 

WILLIAM MURE, ESQ. 

WILLIAM SMITH NEIL, ESQ. 

ALEXANDER OSWALD, ESQ. 

JOHN MACMICHAN PAGAN, ESQ., M.D. 
70 WILLIAM PATRICK, ESQ. 

HENRY PAUL, ESQ. 

EDWARD PIPER, ESQ. 

ROBERT PITCAIRN, ESQ. 



THE MAITLAND CLUB. 



JAMES CORBBTT PORTERFIELD, ESQ. 

HAMILTON PYPER, ESQ. 

THE QUJSSTOR OF THE LIBRARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
GLASGOW. 

PHILIP ANSTRUTHER RAMSAY, ESQ. 

JAMES CAMPBELL REDDIE, ESQ. 

JOHN RICHARDSON. ESQ., LL.B. 
ao THOMAS BISK, ESQ. 

WILLIAM ROBERTSON, ESQ. 

ROBERT RODGER, ESQ. 

ANDREW RUTHERFURD. ESQ.. M.P. 

JAMES SMITH, ESQ. 

JOHN SMITH. ESQ., LL.D.. [SECRETARY.] 

WILLIAM SMITH, ESQ. 

WILLIAM SMYTHE, ESQ. 

MOSES STEVEN, ESQ. 

DUNCAN STEWART, ESQ. 
90 ARCHIBALD SWINTON, ESQ. 

SYLVESTER DOUGLAS STIRLING, ESQ. 

WILLIAM STIRLING, ESQ. 

WILLIAM STIRLING. ESQ., YR. 

JOHN STRANG, ESQ. 

THOMAS THOMSON, ESQ. 

WILLIAM B. D. D. TURNBULL, ESQ. 

DAWSON TURNER, ESQ. 

ADAM URQUHART, ESQ. 

PATRICK WARNER, ESQ. 



CONTENTS. 



PAGE 
GONTElTTSy ...•••• xi 

Preface, ••••••. zxvii 



I. HISTORIE OF THE ESTATE OP THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND, 

M.D.LVII.— M.DC.XXXVII. 

BT MB JOHN BOW9 I'ATE lONIBTEB AT OABNOOK, IK THE PBOYINOE OF FTFE, AND 

PBS8BTTEBIE OF DUNFEBMLINE, , 1 

The occasion of the setting doune of this Historie, 1 6. 

The Historic it self, . . .3 

1560. GeneraJil Assemhlie, quherin wer only twelve Ministers and thirty Bnleing 

Elders, ...... 5 

The Ministers' Snpplication to the great Gounsell of Scotland, ih. 
The First Booke of Policie, . . . .6 

The Second Booke of Policie, .... 7 

1578. A OeneraJll Assemblie meeting, quherat the King wes present, 8 
Ane Act of Assemblie at Edinburgh, concerning the Ministrie and Booke 

of Discipline^ ..... t5. 

1572. Assemblie 1572 enacts manj things against Bischops, . 9 

1573. Assembly at Edinburgh, thej enact against Bishops' admission without 

Generall Assemblie's order, .... 10 

1561. Frances II. King of France, Queen Marie's husband, died; quhervponshe 

came home to Scotland, . .11 

b 



xii CONTENTS. 

PAGE 

1566. King James VI- borne, Jonij 19, . . . U 

1586. Queen Marie wes beheaded, . . . . .12 

Civile Warre, ...... t6. 

Mr Bezae'8 Lettre to Mr Knox against Bischops, .13 

The Goyemement of the Kirk of Scotland bj Kirk-Sessions, Presbyteries, t6. 
Exercise, Provinciall Assemblies, and Generall AssembUes, . 14 

1575. Assembly caused disput the lawfulnes of Bischops' name and place by six 
Ministers, three on each syde. At last, efter nine or ten Assemblies 
heard the disput, Bischops' names and functions wer declaired ynlawfull, 
and acknowledged so by themselyoB, . , ih. 

1580. Assembly vna voce voted doune Bischops : The King's Commissioner, pre- 
sent, assented thereto, . . . 15 
The King's Confession, . . . .16 

A Short Confession of Faith aj^roven by his Majestic, he being fourteen 

yeares old, ... . . 17 

Good order in the Kirk, • . . . .21 

1589. Mr Patrick Adamsone in Sanotandrews began to trouble the Kirk, but ww 

opposed by Mr Andro Melvill, . .22 

1591. Mr Patrick Adamsone's Recantation, . . . . 25 
Mr Patrick Adamsone's oone Answer and Re&tation of the Booke fclstie 

called '' The King's Declaration," . . .31 

The King being in Denmark bringing home the Queen, . . 36 

1592. Popishe Lords offer their service to Spaine, . . ib. 

1593. The^ said Popishe Lords wer excommunicato ... 37 

1594. The Generall Assemblie allowed some Ministers to attend the King, and ad- 

yyse him in all things. The first steppe to l^Hseopacie ; fat those Mi- 
nisters voted in Parliament, anno 1594, , • , ib, 

1595. The Covenaat wee i^iewed by King Jamea VL ai^Hrobaiioa and practise, 

his Majestic being then twenty-nine years old, . 38 

Commissioners' miscariages, .... 39 

1596. .Octaviane Lords chpsen by the King, who ruled aU things, and wer most 

Papists, and so against the Kirk, . • .40 

1597. About a hundered good ChristianB charged off the tonne of Edinboxgh within 

six houres, vpom the paine of homing, . . . »5. 

The cry of the tumult, . , .41 

1598. Assemblie i^t Dundie, the King present, copcluded some Ministers to sitt 

and v^ote ia Parliament, andtobe thrid estate therin,vpon certatne con- 
ditions : Yet some Ministers protested against these things, and many 
Greivanoes wer given in tfaerevpon. Then followed a great change in 
our Kirk Govemement, .... 43 



.-1 



CONTENTS. xiii 

PAOB 

1599. The King adled many Ministers togetbw to dispute the hwfnhies of Pre- 

lacie, . . . . . I . .44 

[Aigument that Ministers*] vote in Parliament ynlawfoll, 45 

1600. Assembly at Montrois, called by sound oftnimpet only, against a standing 

lav made by King and Parliament therein. Strange questions moved 
concerning Episcopacie, . . . .49 

Cautions against alteration of Church Govemement by Presbyteries, to pre- 
vent the corruption of growing Prelacie, ... 50 
With Cautions, Ministers are allowed to sitt and vote in Parliament, 52 
Three Bischops made quietly by the King*s Maiestie, t&. 
1604. Assemblie appoynted at Aberdeen, but held not, in regaird the King vres 
caQed to be King of England after Queen Elisabeth died, the 24th of 
March 1603, ..... 54 
Doctor Bancroft, then Bisohop of London, wryt against King James' right 
to the Croune of England. Mr John Davidsone answered the said 
Booke, and proved the King's right to that Croune, 1 6. 
The King, being in England, countenances Episoopacie, by ddyvering 
Thomas Whythall's Booke to the Bischop of Ganterburrie, who im- 
prisoned the said Thomas, .... 56 
Vnion betwixt the two Kingdomes, . i 6. 
Ryding of Parliament, ..... 57 
Generall Assemblie at Aberdein, , ib. 
Convention at Perth, ..... 59 
The Ministers' Petition to the King by Lowrenstoun for a Crenerall Assem- 
blie, «••.... to. 
His Majestie's gracious Ansuer to the Ministers' Petition sent by Mr John 
Forbes ; quherin he professes and promises not to alter the Church Go- 
vemement in Scotland, then Presbyterian, 60 
Assemblie at Aberdein, • .61 
Names of the imprisoned Ministers, six in number. They solist the Earie 
of Dumbar. Their fault wes sitting in that Assemblie at Aberdein 
against the order, as wes alleadged, ... 62 
1606. Names of the eight Ministers sent for by King James to come to England, 63 
Their proceedings, . «5. 
The saids Ministers Ansuer to the Bischop of Canterbury, asserting Pres- 

byteriaU Govemement, vnder paine of peijurie, 65 

Mr Andro Melvill's Verses concerning the King's Chappell* 66 

Mr Andro Melvill sent to the Toure of London, 67 

Ane Assemblie holden at Linlithgow, quherin Earle at Dumbar was his 

Majestie's Commissioner, .... 68 



xir CONTENTS. 

PAGE 

1606. The prisoned Minister's, Forbes', speach : Exhorts all ooncemed to stick 

closse to the Covenant, Tnder paine of perjurie, 69 

Thej ar banished, and land in France, . . • ib. 

Overture for Constant Moderators to be sett doone in all Presbyteries, 70 

1608. Meeting at Falkland, ..... 73 
Four Articles agried vpon concerning the Ministrie and discipline of the 

Kirk, ...... t5. 

Earl of Dumbar's Commission of Lievetennandrie, • 74 

Assemblie at Linlithgow, quherin Mr James Law, Bischop of Orkney, wes 

Moderator, ..... 75 

Mr John Murray, his life, .77 

Mr William Coupar, his life, .... 79 

Mr William Coupar's lettre to Mr George Grahame, Bischop of Dumblane, 80 
Mr William Coupar made Bischop of Galloway, 81 

His death, . . . . . .82 

1609. The Govemement pf the Kirk disputed by ten of a syde at Falkland, by 

his Majestic 's authoritie, .... ih. 

A Lettre firom one of the banished Ministers concerning the meeting at 

Falkland, . .85 

Meeting at Stirling deserted, .... 87 

Generall Assemblie discharged, . ih. 

The tenour of the High Comnussion procured by Mr George Gladstaines, 

Archbischop of St Andrews, anno 1620, by Mr Jolui Spotswood, Arch- 

bischop efber him, ..... 88 

1610. Earle of Dumbar, High Commissioner for the Assemblie at Glasgow, 1610 ; 

quherin Archbischop Spotswood made himselfe their Moderator, 91 

The Articles concluded, . . .93 

Copie of the Oath of Intrant Ministers, ... 95 

Bischops censurable ; but how long ? . . ih, 

Thrie Scottis Bischops consecrat in England, viz. Glasgow, Brechin, and 
Galloway, ...... 97 

And these Bischops, at their retume to Scotland, consecrat all the rest of 

the Bischops, . . . . . .98 

Mr Andro MelviU's Prophecie against Earl of Dumbar, High Commis- 
sioner, . . . . ., . ih, 

Nota, — Quhat became of some Ministers that consented to inbringing of 

Bischops against their oath, . . .99 

How Diocesian Synodes keept in October, . , 101 

Verses and Lampoons against the Bishops, . . 103 

A Quisquis for Bischops, whither they be good or bad, . 105 



'^^ 



CONTENTS. 



XV 



1610. The Legend of Limmers' Lives, .... 

1611. Mr Andro Melyill, 

His Supplication to the CounseU of England, 

Made Professor in Sedan, 

Distich on Arabella Stuart, ..... 

Causes of the growth of Gonformitie, 

1614. Proclamation — ^Pasche-daj Communion, 

1615. Death of Gladstanes, Archbischop of St Andrews, 
Mr John Malcolme called before High Commission, 

1617. The King came to Scotland. Ghapell Rojall dressed, 
Supplication and Protestation to Parliament, 
Meeting at St Andrews concerning Ceremonies, &c,. 

High Commission at St Andrews, .... 

Messrs Peter Ewart, Archibald Sjmsone, and David Calderwood, deposed, 

Warded, and afterwards banished. 

The King returns to England, 

Generall Assembly at St Andrews, 

Five Articles, . . « 

1618. Generall Assemblie at Perth, 
Five Articles concluded, 

1619. High Commission at St Andrewes, . 
Pasch-daj kneeling, [at Communion,] 
King sick. 

Enormities faDen out, 

Mr Andro Duncane's Admonition to the Bischops, 
He is banished. 
Ministers of Edinburgh, 
Meeting at St Andrewes, 

1620. High Commission to Archbischop of Glasgow, 
Private meetings, . . 

1621. Marqueis of Hammilton's Black Parliament, 
Petition and Protestation, 
The Fyve Articles of Perth concluded, 

1622. Mr William Forbes, 
At Edinburgh, Pasche Communion, 

1623. Prince went to Spaine, 

1624. Edinburgh Ministers, 
Complaint against Rig, Hamilton, Meine, and Dickson, 
Warded, .... 



PAGE 

106 
108 

»5. 
109 

ih, 
110 
111 
ib. 
112 
113 
ib, 

117 

ib. 

ib. 

118 

ib. 

ib. 

119 

120 

121 

ib. 

122 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

123 

124 

125 

ib. 

126 

ib. 

127 

ib. 

128 

ib. 

129 

130 

ib. 

131 



xvi CONTENTS. 

1624. Archbiflohop Spottiswood made mom good AOU eonnawiii g nomring the 

Commimioii, and for intnnt Miniften. 131 

King James VI. died 27th Maidit and boriod 7th May thanftor. t6. 

King Charles I. proclaimed King, . • • . 132 

A Fast for the Pestilence in London* • • ih. 

Declaration of the King's mjnd concenung Pipisla and Not-Gontemen* 133 

Conyention of Estates, and Taxation of 400,000 nerkoi Annuity, A. 

The King's Reyocation, .... A. 

1626. King Charles I. cronned in England, • . i6. 
Conyention at Edinboigh, • • . . 134 
Conyention of Bischops, ..... 135 

1627. Pasche^lay Commnnion kneeling, ... £6. 
Valuation of tythes, ..... 136 
A Grenerall Assemblie soght, .... H. 

1628. King's Letter to the Bischops, .... 137 

1629. Mr Robert Brace confyned, .... 138 
Instructions for the Clergie of Scotland to Mr John Maxndl, their Com- 
missioner, ...... 139 

Mr Robert MelyiU at Culross, .... 140 

Speakes to the Biachop [of Dombbme] hfmx the pol^t, 141 

1630. Prince Charles borne, • .... 142 
Greiyances, • . • . , ih. 
In Edinburgh, four Kirks, eight Ministers, ... 143 

1631. King James VL Psalmes, . . .144 

1632. Blair, Liyingstoun, Dumbar, and Welsche, pot from their Miniitrie, in 

Ireland, ...... 145 

Parliament House built, . . . . td. 

1633. King Charles I. crouned, . . .146 
Holds a Parliament in Edinbnrgh, • . . i6. 
Greiyances and Petitions concerning the disordered estate of the Befiormed 

Kirk of Scotland, giyen in to the Parliament, <(. 
Giyen to the King at Dalkeith, • .151 

King Charles came to Edinburgh on the 15ch Jonij, %b. 
His Coronation, . . . . .A. 

The Parliament rydes, ..... {(. 

The Banquet, ...... 152 

Supplication to the King by certain Lords and Gommiisioners of Pai]i»> 

ment, .••... 153 

King markes the yotes with his oune hand, 155 



CONTENTS. 



xvii 



PAGE 

1633. Lord Melvill [remonstrates^] .... 156 
The King^s progresse through the speciall tonnes of the Kingdom, 156 
The King retumes to England, .... 157 

1634. The Great Kirk of Edinburgh prepared, .158 
Bischop of Edinburgh's Letter to the Presbjterie, 159 
The Ministers' Consent^ ..... 161 
My Lord Bahnerrinoch's Phxsesse, and its causes, 162 
Bahnerrinoch's Petition to the King, . . . i&. 
Mr John Dunmure, a Notar at Dundie, copied Bahnerrinoch's Supplication, 

gave it to the Laird of Naghtoun, a Papist» and he gave it to the Areh- 

bischop of St Andrews, who gave it to bis Maiestie, 167 

Balmerrinoch in the Castell of Edinburgh, 168 

His trial, ...... 170 

1635. The Assjse, . . .173 
Balmerrinoch his speach, . . . . • ib. 

Convicted, ...... 174 

Releived, ...... 175 

Enlarged, . . 177 

The Wicked Practises of our Scottish Prelats, (in yerse,) • 178 

Reasons whj our Kirk hath left her sinceritie, . . 180 
Names of some &ithfu]l Ministers in our Reformation against Bischops, and 



UUVAX AUJUVVAVrVtB, 

Knox, Row, LowBone, 


. . ... 
Craig, Arbuthnot, Dun, Pont, A. Hay, 6. 


Hay, 


AUiU 


Mjlne, Smeitone, 


Mr John Spotiswood, 


« 


ib. 


Mr David Fergusone, 


• . . . « 




183 


Mr Robert RoUock, 


. . . • 




ib. 


Mr John Davidson, 


..... 




184 


Mr John Johnstoun, 






t(. 


Mr Robert Bruce, 


. • . • . 




185 


Mr Patrick S jmsone. 






ib. 


Mr Alexander Home, 


* • ■ • a 




186 


Mr Robert Bojd, 






ih. 


Mr John Garmichell, 


. . • . « 




187 


Mr John Murray, 






188 


Booke of Canons, 


. . • . • 




t&. 


Rutherfuird confyned i 


in Aberdeine, 




189 


His Letters, 


. . « . a 




190 


1636. Service-Booke, 


• . . . 




191 


1637. Opposed, 


. « « • . 




192 


The Vproare in St GeiUis Kirk, 


• 


193 



XVIU 



CONTENTS. 



1637. Senrice-Bodke read, 

Biflchoppes' Letter to the Ring, 



PAOK 

194 

ib. 



II. GORONIS TO BOW'S HI8T0RIE, 

BT ME mUilAM ROV» lOimiTBB AT 0IEI8, Ol THB GOCITTT OP FIFS, 197 

The Caiuefl of Scotland's ApoBtMie, ... 199 

Witnesses to the trneth* ..... 202 

Li£B of Mr John Row, afterwmrds Minister at Perth, 4cc., ib. 

Mock miracle on a blind man at St ADarit's ChapeD besyde Massilborgh, 204 

ConTersion of Mr John Row, ..... 210 

Dominie Rind, . • 211 

Mr John Row's ftmily, 212 

Mr James Lowson's, ..... ib. 

Mr John Craig, .213 

Messrs *Arbuthnett, Dui, Pont, Ac., ... 217 

Mr David Ferguson, . ib. 

Mr Robert RoUok, ..... 219 

Mr Johne Davidson, . . t6. 

Mr Johne Johnstonn, ..... 223 

Mr David Black, , ib. 

Mr John Makbimie, ..... t6. 

Mr Charles Ferhohne, (Ferme,) . . ib. 

Mr Robert Brace, ..... A. 

Mr Patrik S jmson, . 22i 

Protestation offered to the Parliament at Perth, Jolj 1, 1606, 226 
" The King's Confession" [of Faith,] .228 

Mr Archibald Sjmson, ..... 232 

Mr John Gillespie, ...... 233 

Mr Patrik Sjmson 's prophesie, .... 236 

Mr Alexander Hoome, ..... 238 

Mr Robert Boyd, ..... 239 

Mr John Garmichaell, ..... 240 

Mr John Murray, ..... 241 

Mr Robert Blair, . t6. 

Mr David Calderwood, ..... 242 

Life of Mr John Row, Minister at Garnock, the author of this Historie, 243 

His Death and Epitaph, ..... 257 

Bookes against Bischops, Prelacie, Conformitie, Ceremonies, 258 



CONTENTS. 



III. A SUPPLEMENT OF THE HISTORIE, Ac. 

BT MB JOHN BOW, 1CINI8TEB AT ABEBDEIHE, AFTEBWAB08 PBINOIPAL OF 

THAT UNIYEBSITY, 



PAGE 

263 



1637. July 23. Reading of the Service-Booke, 

Proceedings against the authors of the late vproare, 
Aug. 24. Proclamation against Gonyocations, 
Nov. 15. The Tables, .... 

Dec. 7. Motives and Directions for Vnion, 

1638. Convocation in Edinburgh, 
June 6. Marqueis of Hammilton, Commissioner, 
July 16. Proceedings in Aberdeen, 
Aug. 17. King's Commissioner returns from Court, 

27. Mr Thomas Abemethie, Jesuite, converted, 
Sep. 22. Subscription of Confession of Faith and Generall B&nd, 

Covenanters and Malignants, 
Oct. 5. " The King's" Covenant read at mercat crosse of Aberdeine, 
Sep. 21. Glasgow Assemblie, .... 

Nov. 29. King's Commissioner proclaims his discharging the Assemblie, 

1639. Jan. 31. Covenanters meet at Turreff, 
Mar. 22. Covenanters' Remonstrance, 

21. Castle of Edinburgh taken by Covenanters, 

22. They take Regalia, &c., at Dalkeith, 
Proceedings in the North, 

30. Covenanters enter Aberdeen, 
Apr. 22. They meet at Monnimusk, 

27. Disbanded, .... 

May 8. Leslie chosen General, 
June 18. Bridge of Dee, .... 

Peace concluded, .... 

Articles of agreement. 

Some Conditions of his Maiestie's Treatie with his subiects, &c 

Information against mistakings. 

Proclamation by the King, 

Protestation against Bischops, 



265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
271 
273 
277 
279 
280 
281 
282 

ib. 
284 
286 
288 
291 
292 

ib. 
293 
295 
296 
297 
299 
301 
302 

ib, 

303 

304 

305 

306 



V. 



XX 



CONTENTS. 



IV. ADDITIONAL ILLUSTRATIONS TO THE HISTORIE. 

AND VARIOUS READINGS 

BY HB WILLIAM BOW, ICinSTEB AT 0EBS8, 



1639. Reformation, 

Mr George Wuhart, a prophet, martyred, 

The Congregation, 

Knox cometh to Scotland, . 

Idolatrous houses demolished. 

Why Reformation more pure in Scotland, 

Queene Regent dieth. 

Masse abolished, 

1560. Dec. 20. The first GeneraQ Assemblie, 

1561. Maj27. second do. 



1562. June 29. 
Dec. 25. 

1563. June 11. 
Dec. 25. 
June 26. 
Dec. 25. 

1565. June 26. 

Dec. 25. 
1666. June 26. 

Dec. 25. 



third do. 

fourth do. 

fifth do. 

sixth do. 

seventh do. 

eighth do. 

ninth do. 

tenth do. 

elerenth do. 

twelfth do. 



Elnox obtained libertie to goe to England, 

Letter to the Bischops of England, 

Commission of Jurisdiction to Archbischop of St Andrews, 

Supplication against, 

1567. June 25. The thirteenth Generall AssembUe, 
July 20. fourteenth do. 

Articles agreed ypon, 
Dec. 25. The fifteenth Generall Assemblie, 

1568. July 1. sixteenth do. 

Articles presented to the Regent, 
Ansuered by the Regent, 
Dec. 25. The seventeenth Generall Assemblie, 

1569. Feb. 25. eighteenth do. 



PA6£ 

309 

312 
313 
314 
lb. 
315 
ib, 
ib. 
316 
317 
318 
ib. 
ib. 
319 
ib. 
320 
ib, 
321 
ib. 
323 
324 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 
326 
ib. 

327 
328 
329 
ib. 
330 
331 



CONTENTS. 



1569. Julj 1. The nineteenth Generall Assemblie, 

1570. Mar. 1. twentieth do. 
Julj 5. twenty-first do. 

1571. Mar. 5. twentj-second do. 

Articles anent Jnrisdiction of the Kirk, 
Reference to Proyincialls, [Synods,] 
Aug. 6. The twentj-third Generall Assemblies 
Mr Knox his Letter, 

1572. Jan. 12. The twenty-fourth Generall AssembUe, 
Mar. 6. twenty-fifth do. 
Aug. 26. twenty-sixth do. 

1573. Mar. 6. twenty-seyenth do. 

Articles and Orertures presented by the Province of Lothian, 
Aug. 6. The twenty-eighth Generall Assemblie, 

1574. Mar. 6. twenty-ninth do. 
Aug. 7. thirtieth do. 

1575. Mar. 7. thirty-first do. 

Acts riven out of the Registers, 
Aug. 5. The thirty-second Generall Assemblie, 
Prekcie to be reasoned. 
Points agried vpon anent Bischops, 

1576. Apr. 24. The thirty-third Generall Assemblie, 
Oct. 24. thirty-fourth do. 

1577. 1. thirty-fifth do. 
25. thirty-sixth do. 

1578. Apr. 24. thirty-seventh do. 

King James VI. takes the Govemement, cgtoHs 12, 

•Booke of Policie perfected, 
June 11. The thirty-eighth Generall Assemblie, 
Oct. 24. thirty-ninth do. 

Nine Articles to Bischops, 

1579. July 7. The fortieth Generall Assemblie, 

1580. 12. forty-first do. 

Erie of Lennox's Letter, 
Massacre of Paris, 
Preaching twyse on the Sabath, 
Articles to the King, 
Confession of Faith, 

The Covenant, .... 
Oct 20. The forty-second Generall AssembUe, 



PAGE 

333 

334 

336 

ib, 

337 

ib. 

338 

ih. 

339 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

340 

341 

342 

343 

344 

346 

346 

347 

ih. 
348 

ih. 
350 
352 
353 

ib. 
354 
355 
356 
357 
358 
360 
361 
362 

ih. 

ih. 
363 

ib. 
364 



xxii CONTENTS. 

PA6K 

1581. Apr. 24. The forty-third Generall Assemblie, ... 385 

The Kirk'B ArticleB to be crayed of the King, 366 

Capringtoon's Instmctioiis, 367^ 

The Erection of PresbTteries, .... 368 

A Flatforme of the Presbyteries and Prorinciallf, 369 

Booke of Policy, ..... 370 

The King's Confession [of Faith,] . . . ib, 
Oct 17. The forty-fourth G^eraU Assemblies .371 

1582. Apr. 24. forty-fifth do. ... 374 

Causes of Deprivation, . ib. 

Proces of Depriration, 375 

Mr Robert Montgomerie deposed, 377 

Ansuers to Doubts concerning Presbyteries, 378 

June 27. The forty-sixth Generall Assemblie, • 379 

Greiyances and Articles giyen in by the Commissioners of the 

Generall Assemblie to the Conyention of Estates, July 6, 380 

Oct. 9. The forty-seyenth Generall Assemblie, 382 

Articles to be proponed to the King and Counsell, 383 

Articles and Greiyances to the King's Maiestie and his Counsell, 385 

Vote in Parliament, .... 386 

1583. Apr. 24. The forty-eighth Generall Assemblie, ib. 
Oct. 10. forty-ninth do. ... t5. 

Articles to be presented to the King's Maiestie, with Instructions, 387 

Particulars of the hurt of the Kirk, 388 

Aristotle. Twenty opinions condemned, 389 

The King's Ansuer to the Articles, 390 

Malignancie, ..... 391 

1584. May 22. Spurred Parliament, . t6. 

10. The fiftieth Generall Assemblie, . . . i6. 

The King's Maiestie present, .... 392 

Priyie Conference, ib. 

Kirk Registers, . ib. 

Presbyteries, fifty, .... ib. 

Proyinciall Synods, . ib. 

Conference at Halyrudehous anent Bischops, 393 

King's Commissioner's Protest, 394 

Articles to be crayed of his Maiestie, 395 
Protestation against the Assemblie, in relation to [Arch]Bischop 

Adamson, ..... 396 

Power of Proyincialls, .... ib. 



CONTENTS. xxiii 

PAGE 

1584. Power of Presbyteries, .... 307 

Sessions, .... ib. 

Tryallof Bischops, ..... 398 

1587. June 20. The fifty-first GeneraU Assexnblie, 399 

[Kirk's] Registers [mutilated,] .... 400 

The ELing's Maiestie's fiye Articles, 401 
Ansuer thairto, — Instructions to the Comissioners that are to 

awaite on the Parliament, .... t&. 

1588. Feb. 6. The fifty-second Generall Assemblie, 402 

The Overtures of the Noblemen and Barrens for purgeing the land 

of Papists, . . ib. 

The humble Supplication of the Kirk to the King, 403 

Greiyances of the Kirk, .... 404 

Aug. 6. The fifty-third General! Assemblie, 405 

1590. Aug. 4. fifty.fourth do. . .406 

1591. July 2. fifty-fifth do. ... 408 

1592. May 22. fifty-sixth do. . 410 

Letters intercepted going to Spaine, . 411 

The Discoverie of the Treason, .... 412 

1593. Apr. 24. The fifty-seventh Generall Assemblie, 416 

The Articles presented to the King's Maiestie and Gounsell, ib. 
Visitation of Presbyteries, .417 
Articles proponed to the Assemblie in his Maiestie's name, by Sir 

James MelyiU of HalhiU, his Maiestie's Gomissioner, ib. 

Humble Ansuers of the Generall Assemblie, 418 

1594. May 7. The fifty-eighth Generall Assemblie, 419 

Band by the King, &o., at Aberdein, to defend Religion, &c., 420 

Dangers of the Kirk» ..... 422 

Remedies of the same, .... 423 

The King's Ansuers, . . . ib. 

Goodman's [the Devil's] Croft, [a superstition in Garioch,] 425 

Instructions to the King's Comissioners, . 426 

The Assemblie's humble Ansuers, 427 

The King's Octavians, . ib. 

1595. June 24. The fifty-ninth Generall Assemblie, . 429 

Articles presented by the King's Comissioners, ib. 

Humble Ansuers of the Kirk, 430. 

1596. Mar. 24. The sixtieth Generall Assemblie, 431 

Alteration of the style, .... ib. 



xxiv CONTENTS. 

PAGK 

1596. Overtures for resisting the enemies of Religion and theestate of the 

Countrey, ..... 431 

Instructions to his Maiestie's Comissioners to this Assemblie, 432 

Articles proponed bj the ComissionerB of the Constant Flatt, 433 

Offences in the ELing's [and Qaeen*s] House, 434 

The Gomon Corruptions of all Estates within this land, ib. 

Offences in the Court and Judgement-seate, 436 

Greivances to be meaned to his Maiestie hj the Gomissionen, $6. 

Articles for Remedie of these GreiTances, 437 

1597. Mar. 1. The sixty-first Generall Assemblie, 438 

Articles proponed by his Maiestie 's Comissioners to be resohred in 

this Assemblie, .... ib. 

Ansuers to the King's Articles, 440 

The Offers given to the Grenerall Assemhiie by the Earle of Arroll, 442 

Petitions given in by the Assemblie to the King, ib. 

His Maiestie 's Ansuers to the Petitions, 443 

May 10. The sixty-second GeneraQ Assemblie, 444 

The Earle of Huntley his Ansuers to the Articles, t^. 

The Earle of ArroU his Ansuers, 445 

The Earle of Angus his Ansuers, . t5. 

Ansuers to the rest of his Maiestie's Questions, 446 

1598. Mar. 17. The sixty-third Generall Assemblie, 447 

Oreivances to be proponed to his Maiestie, ib. 

The King's Maiestie's Ansuers, 448 

Vote in Parliament, .... 449 

Number [to vote,] fifty-one, .... 450 

1600. Mar. 18. The sixty-fourth Generall Assemblie, 461 

Articles against Papists, .... 452 

1601. May 12. The sixty-fifth Generall Assemblie, 454 

Causes of Defection in this Kirk, . «5. 

Remedies of the former evills, 456 

Ministers to the King, Queene, and Prince, 457 

Byble, Psalmes, and Prayers, [to be re-translated,] ib. 

1602. Nov. 10. The sixty-sixth Generall Assemblie, 458 

Instructions for the Brethren appointed to attend ou the Noble- 
men, ..... 460 
Greivances of the Provinciall Synod of Fyie, 461 
The Forme of Tiyall of Presbyteries, which maybe made vse of at 
the Visitation of Kirks, .... 462 



CONTENTS. 



XXV 



PAGE 

1602. The particular Tryall of Pastors, ... 463 

The Tryall of the Congregations, 464 

The Tryall of the Presbyterie, ... ib. 

Ansuers to the Greirances of the Synod of Fyfe, 465 

Comission of the Kirk, .... 466 

6oime*s Gonspiracie, .... 467 

Dangers appearing to Religion, 468 
Remedies, . • .to, 

1605. Not. 5. Gunpowder Plot, .... 469 

1606. Barlo, (Bischop of Rochester,) his preaching, 471 

Ane Epigrame, ..... t&. 

Bischop of Dunkeld, .... 474 

Bischop of Brechin, .... ib- 

1608. Mr William Couper, .476 

1609. Bischop of Galloway, .... 477 

Apostats, ...... 478 

1610. Notanda, ..... 479 

Mr Andro MelTiU, .480 

Epitaph of Mr George Glaidstanes, who tooke ypon him first to be 

an Archbischop in thir their last rising, 1610, 484 

Mr John Row, ..... 486 

"^Mr William Row, .... 487 

1620. Private Meetings, " Vnlawfull Conventicles," " Candle-light Con- 

gregations," &c,p .... 488 

1621. Black Parliament, .... ib. 
1624. Prince of Wales writes to the Pope, .489 

Goes to Spaine, ..... t&. 

Prerogative- Royall well descrybed, 490 

King's speach against Poperie, . . . t6. 

1628. Buckinghame stabbed — a Prophesie, 492 

1631. The King's Psalmes, .... ib. 

Ascribed to Sir WiUiam Alexander, 493 

Psalter, 1650, ..... ib. 

1636. Booke of Ordination, . . 496 

Canons, .... ib. 

Thirty-five Absurdities, . ib. 

Service-Booke, ..... 500 

To be reiected, . . ib. 

Reasons for reiecting the Service-Booke, 501 



The Authorities chiefly relied on, in drairing up the following Table, are the UiAtorie, 
&c., Scott's Liyes of the Reformers, and Memorials of the Familj of Row. But these are 
in some points contradictor j, and in others confused ; so that the Table is offered merely as 
an attempt to reduce the principal facts, concerning the Family and descendants of John 
Row, to something like true and chronological order. 



For the convenience of Gentlemen, who may desire to bind this Work in one Volume, a 
general Title has been inserted, following that of Part First 
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The following Historical Documents were drawn up chiefly 
by different members of the family of Row, a family of which 
frequent mention is made in the early annals of the Scottish 
Reformation. 

The first of the family, of whom any account has come down 
to us, was John Row, commonly called The Reformer. Ac- 
cording to Wodrow,* he was born in 1526. Petrie speaks of 
himf as a friar at Rome, sent to this country by the Pope. Mr 
John Livingstone tells ust that he heard it reported that he 
was an Italian ; and adds, that all of the surname of Row in 
Scotland are descended from him. And in an extract, stated 



* Collections upon the Life of Mr John Row, Minister at St Johnstoun, MSS. (yol. 
ziy.) in BibL Univ. Glasg. 

t Hist, of Chnrch, folio. Hag. 1662. 

X Memorable CharacteristicB, p. 3, 12mo. Glasg. 1754. 

d 
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by Mr Faton to have been taken from the Records of the 
Herald or Lyon 0£Bce,* is the following entry : " Mr John 
Row, a Frenchman, the Pope's Legate in Scotland, turned 
Protestant," &c. 

These rumours, as to his being a foreigner by birth, must 
have arisen from the fact that he was for some time resident 
abroad; for his grandson distinctly informs usf that he was 
'^ borne in a landward roume called Row, betwixt Sterline and 
Dumblane/* According to Dr M^Crie,t the father of John Row 
was proprietor of this " landward roume/' The Rev. James 
Scott§ says, that *' there were then in Scotland several fiuooilies 
of the surname of Row, who probably were originally from Eng- 
land ; but it is not known to which of them he belonged*'* 
And it appears, that at the baptism of his son Robert, on the 
30th April 1570, one of the witnesses was Andrew Row, who 
was probably a near relation of Mr John Row.|| Mr Scott also 
mentions,^ ^ that there was a Mr John Row, some yean Mini- 
ster of Forgandenny» in the Presbytery of Perth, who was, pro- 
bably, nearly related to the Reformer, as some of the Re- 
former's papers^ after his death in 1580, were deposited in his 
hands. He seems to have been of use to the orphan family. 



* Pftton s MS. in Signet Library, Edin. 53 G. 13. 

t Coronis, p. 20. } Life of Knox, vol. ii. Note C. 8vo. Edin, 1841 . 

§ Hist, of Protestant Reformers in Scotland, p« 157, 8to. Edin. 1817. 
Hist, of Protestant Reformers in Sootland, p. 197. f P. 258. 
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He died in 1589 ; and, itf 1590, William, son of the Reformer, 
succeeded him as Minister of Forgandenny, where he continued 
till his death/' Some part of the patrimonial possession of the 
fiimily continued to be held by them till 1656, as is shown by 
the following progress of writs, the titles of which have been 
kindly furnished by D. Fogo, Esq., of Row. 

1. Crown Charter in favour of Robert Bowj in one-eighth of 
Wester Row, dated 26th June 1597 * 

2. Instrument of Seisin thereon. 

3. Charter, Robert Row, and Katherine FogOj his spouse, to 
their son, William Row, dated 17th April 1628. 

4. Seisin thereon, same date. 

5. Charter, William Raw, with consent of Helen Dow, (of 
the neighbouring family of Amhall,) his wife, and of William 
Row, his " eldest sone and apeirand aire,** to Mr William Fogo 
and Janet Kincaid, (of the Auchenreoch family, cadets of the 
Kincaids of that Ilk,) his wife, dated 21st February 1656. 

John Row received the first part of his education at the 



* This was probably the son of the Reformer, baptized 30th April 1570. 
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Grammar School of Stirling. He then became a student at the 
University of St Andrews ;* and, having taken the degree of 
Master of Arts, he afterwards applied himself to the study of 
Law, and practised as a pleader in the Consistorial Court of the 
Diocese. His knowledge of the Canon Law, and his reputa- 
tion as a pleader, were so great, that, in 1 550, he was sent by the 
Popish Clergy in Scotland to promote their interests at the 
Court of Rome. He was graciously received by Pope Julius 
in«, and seems subsequently to have acquired the good opinion 
of Pope Paul IV. According to Spottiswoode, he " continued 
in foreign parts about eight or nine years, and gained the favour 
of all to whom he was known." On the 20th February 1556, 
he was admitted a Licentiate in Canon and Civil Law in the 
University of Rome ; and soon after he proceeded to the de- 
gree of Doctor of the Canon and Civil Law in the University 
of Padua. This degree was taken by him at the urgent request 
of his intimate friend, Guido Ascanius Sforza, Cardinal of 
Sancta Flora, who was also Chancellor of the University of 
Padua. And his grandson tells us, ( Coronis^ p. 203,) that *' he 
came to be in great esteeme with the Pope, quhom he served 
so much, that it wes thought, if he had abode at Rome any 
longer space, he wold have come to great preferment.*' But, 
after a severe illness, he was advised by his physicians to try the 



* He was matrictilated in 1544. This is stated on the authority of Dr Buist, Pro- 
fessor of Ecclesiastical History in the Uniyersity of St Andrews. 



J 
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restorative effects of his native air. The Pope embraced the 
opportunity of investing him with the office of Nuncio or 
Legate, and instructed him to use his best endeavours to stop 
the progress of the Reformation in Scotland. 

John Row left Rome on the 20th May, and landed at Eye- 
mouth on the 29th September 1558. Armed with the authority 
of the Pope, he applied himself with zeal and industry to oppose 
the progress of the Reformation, both by disputations with the 
Reformers, and by other means. His efforts, however, were 
ineffectual ; and, despairing of success, he thought of return- 
ing to Rome. He was dissuaded from doing so by Lord James 
Stewart and Mr John Knox, who, in the intercourse which they 
had with him, had discerned the candour and ingenuousness of 
his mind, and begun to cherish the hope of his being brought 
to see the truth and justice of the Protestant cause. This hope 
was happily fulfilled ; and what seems finally to have deter- 
mined Row to renounce the Popish cause, was the detection of 
a pretended miracle which had been got up in favour of it. 
This passage of his life has frequently been told. Wodrow re- 
lates it, (ut supra,) as he heard it from the mouth of a descend- 
ant of John Row. But no account can be more authentic or 
graphic than that which is given by his grandson, the author of 
the Coronis, from p. 204 to p. 210. 

Having embraced the Protestant cause about the end of 
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summer 1559> Row was persuaded by Knox to take on himself 
the office of the ministry in the Kirk of Scotlatid ; and» by his 
learning and practical knowledge of Popery, was very instni- 
mental in promoting the progress of the Reformation. He of- 
ficiated for a short time as Minister of the parish of Kennoway ;* 
and while there he married Margaret Bethune, daughter of the 
Laird of Balfour. He was afterwards appointed Minister at 
Perth, and in that capacity was present in the First Greneral 
Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland, which met at Edinburgh on 
the 20th December 1560.t 

From this time, John Row took an active and prominent 
part in all the proceedings of the Kirk of Scotland. He was 
almost constantly a member of her Assemblies, and was several 
times chosen to fill the chair as Moderator. He was generally 
named as a member of all the principal conmiittees, and he had 
a share in drawing up some of the most important documents 
connected with the doctrine and discipline of the KirL He 
was one of the framers of the Old Confession of Faith, and also 
of the First Book of Discipline, which were drawn up before 



* (Pp. 210, 244.) Dr M'Crie, qaoting from a MS. of Row's Historie of the Kirk, 
triuiflcribed in 1726, {Lift of Knox, vol. ii. Note G.) c«1Ib this Kinneuchar. But then 
can be little doubt that the true reading is Kennowaj. Balfour is in the adjoining 
parish of Markinch. Cardinal Bethune, so well known in the History of the Reforma- 
tion in Scotland, was of the fomilj of Bethune of Balfour. The property is still in 
possession of the same fiunily, but it has passed to descendants in the female line. 

t Buik of the Universall Kirk, p. 3. 
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the Reformation was established by law. He also assisted in 
framing the Second Book of Discipline ; and, in 1577, he was 
appointed one of those who should present it to the Regent 
for ratification. In 1565, he was named by the General As- 
sembly as Commissioner to visit Earks, Schoc^, and Colleges, 
in Kyle, Carrick, and Cunningham ; and, in 1568, he received 
a similar Commission as to Galloway. " In September 1571," 
(says the author of Memorials of the Family of Row, printed 
at Edinburgh, 1828,) '' I find he preached before the Lords ; 
and, in plain terms, told them that for thair covetousness, and 
because they would not grant the just proceedings of the Kirk, 
Grod's hearty vengeance would fall upon them ; and said, more- 
over, * I care not, my Lords, for your displeasure, for [I must] 
speak my conscience before God, quho will not suffer sic 
wickedness and contempt to go unpunished;' but for this he 
was called railer, and other injurious words were used against 
him ; but how God wrought upon the Tuesday after is dear, 
for the Regent was shot*** In 1575 he was one of six Mini- 
sters, three on each side, who were appointed by the Assembly 
to discuss the question, '' Whether Bishops, as now alloued in 
Scotland, have their function firom the Word of God ?*' The 
last General Assembly of the Eirk of Scotland, at which he was 



* Old Robert Mjlne> whose Tory notions made him no &rottrer of the Presbjteriaft 
Church Establishment, or of its supporters, very drjlj adds this pithj note on the 
passage : — " The Regent Murray was shot 23d January 1070.*' CrawAird*s Peerage, 
p. 308. 
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present, met at Edinburgh on the 4th July 1579. On the 3l8t 
July 1580, he dispensed the sacrament of the Lord's Supper at 
Perth; and, on the 16 th October of that year, he died, leaving 
behind him the character of a learned, pious, faithful, and pru- 
dent Minister of the Gospel. 

John Row has the merit of having been the *' first man that 
broght the knowledge of the Hebrew tongue to Scotland." 
He had acquired the knowledge of it while at Rome, and, on his 
return, he immediately began, at the recommendation of his 
brethren, to teach it. His situation at Perth afforded him 
great facilities for doing so. The Grammar School of Perth 
was at that time the most celebrated academy in the kingdom. 
'^ Many noble and gentle men sent their eldest sonnes to be 
educate thair, and many of them were tabled with Mr John 
Row, to be helped by him in their education."* The passages 
of Scripture which were read in the family, before and afler 
meals, if from the Old Testament, were read in Hebrew. His 
son, John, was taught the Hebrew characters before he knew the 
English letters, and at seven years of age '^ did ordinarlie read, at 
dinner or supper, the chapter in Hebrew." When sent to the 
Grammar School he taught Hebrew to the master of it His 
grandson was subsequently master of this school, and taught in 
it the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew tongues. So that the several 



♦ Coronis, p. 210. 
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members of this family have strong claims on our grateful re- 
membrance, for the services which they rendered to the cause 
of Sacred Literature in Scotland. 

His wife and several of his children died before John Row ; 
but he lefl behind him six sons and two daughters. The sub- 
joined Table, drawn from the most authentic sources, exhibits, 
in a short view, almost all that is known of the family of John 
Row and their immediate descendants. 



CoTEMPORARY with Johu Row, and a fellow-labourer with him 
in advancing the cause of the Reformation, was David Fergu- 
son : And, as he is the person spoken of in the Preface to the 
Hutoriej as '' having observed and put in write such things 
that were done in these tymes," and as his papers are under- 
stood to have been made use of " in the setting doune thereof," 
it may now be proper to give some account of him. 

The Rev. James Scott says,* that Mr David Ferguson was 
born about the year 1532. But Wodrow, who has written a 
short account of him, which is preserved among his Biographi- 
cal Collections in the University Library of Glasgow, thinks that 

* Hist, of Protestant Reformers in Scotliind, p. 245, Syo. Edin. 1807. 

e 
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he must have been born about the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, and that Spottiswoode has made a mistake in saying 
that he was only sixty-five years of age when he died in 1598 ; 
as he is spoken of, both in the Historie and by Calderwood, as 
an old man several years before his death, and more than once 
he is called the oldest Minister in the KirL 

He was bom of humble parents, and is said to have been 
brought up to the trade of a skinner. '* Upon this tradition,"* 
says Wodrow, (Coll. on the Life of David Ferguson, Minister 
of the Gospel at Dunfermline, in BibL Univ. Glasg.) ** depends 
one of his pleasantries, which, it's reported, he used to King 
James VI., who was sooner taken with such drolleries than with 
stronger arguments and considerations, like the most part of 
pedants. The case, they say, was this :— David Ferguson wanted 
to have his stipend meliorat at Dumfermline, and spoke to the 
King, who took much pleasure in his conversation when he 
stayed at Falkland, as he often did. The King ordered him to 
give in a Supplication to the Council, which he did. The way 
of form, it seems, then was, when the prayer of a petition was 
not granted, that the clerk wrote on the back of the petition, 
sicut ante, and returned it to the petitioner. David, knowing 
the King in a day or two was to come through Dumfermline, 
he got a skinner's broad,* and iron, and some wett skins, and set 

* t. 0. Bourd. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. xxxvii 

down before his house, and, when the King entered the town» 
fell a scrubbing them with a proper apron on. The King soon 
observed him, and called him to him, and asked, ^ What he 
meaned now ?' David answered, that he was only doing what 
his Majesty and Council had ordered him. The King did not 
understand him till he drew out the Supplication, with sicut ante 
upon it, and told him, that since he scarce had bread to him 
and his, it seems they were forcing him to his former trade of 
a skinner. This tickled the King, and they say he took the 
Supplication from him, and put it in his pocket, and promised 
him he should have a better back to it." 

Mr Scott* thinks it probable that Ferguson received his edu- 
cation in the University of Glasgow, but from its being signifi* 
cantly mentioned {Coronis, p. 218) that *' he wes not graduate 
in a CoUedge,'* it seems doubtful whether he received an aca- 
demical education. He is said, however, to have been a good 
linguist, and well acquainted with Greek and Roman literature. 
Mr Scott conjectures, that before he openly professed Protest- 
ant principles, he may have belonged either to one of the reli- 
gious orders, or to the secular clergy ; while Wodrow thinks, 
that after having embraced the Protestant cause, he may have 
been in England, and received ordination to the office of the 
ministry. All that is certainly known is, that in 1559 he was 

* Hist of Lives of Protestant Reformers, p. 215. 
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one of the Refonned teachers ; and, in July 1560, the Commit- 
tee of Parliament, when distributing ministers to the chief places 
in the kingdom, allotted Mr David Ferguson to the ministry of 
Dunfermline. A minister of the same name is incidentally 
mentioned* as having been one of the predecessors of Mr John 
Row in the ministry of Carnock. But, if this be the same per- 
son, he could only have been at Carnock, exercising the office 
of the ministry, previously to 1 560 ; for, from that time, he 
continued in the ministry of Dunfermline till his death ; al- 
though his name was frequently put upon the leets for Edin- 
burgh and other important places. He laboured among his 
people with much zeal and success, and reclaimed them from 
a state of ignorance and superstition to a state of piety and 
knowledge. 

Ferguson took an active share in the business of the Kirk, 
and was frequently a member of committees and commissions 
to whom matters of importance and difficulty were entrusted. 
He was bold and resolute in his opposition to Prelacy, and had 
great influence with King James, who was pleased with his 
sprightly and humorous turn. 

In the General Assembly which met at Perth, 25th June 
1563, he represented to the Assembly the sincere penitence of 

* Canmis, p. 248. 
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Mr Paul Methven, late Minister of Jedburgh, and interceded 
to have him reponed. He was Moderator of the General As- 
sembly which met at Edinburgh on the 6th March 1572, and 
also of the Assembly which met at Edinburgh on the 24th 
October 1578. He was appointed by the Greneral Assembly 
in 1577 one of the committee to try Mr Patrick Adamson, for 
his defection from Presbyterian principles ; and one of Fergu- 
son's characteristic remarks, on his inauguration as Archbishop 
of St Andrews, is recorded at p. 351. Another example of his 
wise humour, which has frequently been quoted, will be found 
at p. 365. 

In 1581 and 1582, the Kirk was involved in much difficulty 
by the case of Mr Robert Montgomery, Minister at Stirling, 
who had accepted the office of Archbishop of Glasgow, and in 
the various steps taken by the Assembly in reference to this dif- 
ficult case, we find Ferguson bearing a part. 

In 1595-6, the General Assembly, considering the corrup- 
tions of the times, entered into a Solemn Covenant with God, 
" protesting to walk more warily in their ways, and to be more 
diligent in their charges." The General Assembly ordained, 
that this solemn act should be repeated in the several Provin- 
cial Synods and Presbyteries, and that it should afterwards be 
extended to congregations. Nowhere was this ordinance obey- 
ed with more afiecting solemnity than at Dunfermline, by the 
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members of the Synod of Fife. On the appointed day» which 
was in May 1596, Ferguson, as Minister of Dunfermline, was 
ordered to preach first, at his ordinary hour of doctrine, and to 
frame his discourse to the great work in hand Having done 
so, the Synod then solemnly renewed their covenant with God. 
The Moderator, Mr James Melville, ** for fi»tening the impres- 
sions of what they had been about on their spirits, desired that 
the brethren of greatest age and experience might speak one 
after another upon the work of God in this Church, which they 
had been engaging themselves to stand by ; and requested Mr 
John Davidson (Minister of Salt*Preston) to begin, he having 
been appointed by the Grenend Assembly to be present at the 
Synod at this time. Mr Davidson said, he had seen from the 
beginning, when the Frenchmen keeped the Abbey of Dun- 
fermline where they now met, before the raid of St Johnstoun 
and Cupar^Muir, and saw the forces of the Papists riding to 
both against the Congregation ; but, added he, our brother and 
father there, David Ferguson, was an actor when I was but a 
spectator ; and, therefor, it were good his judgment were first 
heard. Which, by the way, says Wodrow, (from whose Collec- 
tions on the Life of David Ferguson the account of this inci- 
dent is taken,) leads me to think that Mr Ferguson was advan- 
ced in years in the 1559, when these things happened. Mr 
Ferguson, at the Moderator's desire, spoke very comfortably of 
the beginning and success of the ministry, namely, that a very 
few in number, viz., only six, whereof he was one, so mightily 



INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. xli 

went forward in the work, without fear and care of the world, 
and preached when there was no name of stipend heard tell of, 
when the authorities, both civil and ecdesiasticall, opponed 
themselves, and scarcelie was there a man of name and estima- 
tion to take the cause by the hand. But now, the fear and flat* 
tery of men, care of purchasing or fear of losing moyen and sti- 
pends, had weakened the hearts of a number of ministers/' And 
then he made an exhortation to his brethren, meet for the oc- 
casion. 



"^ I have no more to observe as to Mr Ferguson's public ap* 
pearances," adds Wodrow, '' but that he continued zealous and 
stedfast to the principles of this Church, in his old age, and in 
a time when many stars were &lling. In the year 1598, the last 
of his life, I find him in the Synod of Fife, in February. The 
King was using all his interest to bring in Prelacy, under the 
colour of Miniiten voting in Parliament This matter came to 
be reasoned in the Synod ; and, after many fi*ee speeches against 
it, Mr James Melvill, who was present, and hath recorded them, 
tdls us, ' David Ferguson, the eldest Minister at that time in 
Scotland, recited how the corruptions of that office of Bishops 
had been espyed by the Kirk of Scotland fi-om the beginning, 
what pains had been taken, both in doctrine from the pulpits, 
and in assemblys, for purging and utterly removing of them. 
That now he perceived a purpose to erect them of new, con- 
veyed after such a manner, as he would compare the conveyers 
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to nothing better than to that which the Graecians used for the 
overthrow of the ancient city and town of Troy, busking up a 
brave horse, and, by craftie Sinon, persuading them to pluck 
down the walls with their own hands, to receive that in, for 
their honour and weelfare, which served only to their utter wrack 
and destruction. Therefor, with the two brethren that before 
had given good warning, he would cry, ' Equo ne credite Teucri.' " 
This is the story alluded to in the Coronisy p. 218. 

** I shall only observe farther,** concludes Wodrow, " that when 
the Assembly met upon this matter at Dundee, in March fol- 
lowing, I find Mr Ferguson put upon the leet for Moderator, 
but, the King being present, carried the vote for Mr Blackburn/' 

Ferguson died at Dunfermline in 1598, lamented by his flock, 
among whom he had long and faithfully laboured, and by all 
who had at heart the interests of that Church of which he had 
been an honest and resolute defender. 

He was married and had children; but of his posterity nothing 
is knoMm, except that Grizel, his youngest daughter, was mar- 
ried to Mr John Row, Minister of Camock. 

David Ferguson is understood to be the person who is said, 
in the Prologue to the Historie* " to have observed and put in 

♦P. 1. 
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write** such things as were done about the time of the Reforma- 
tion. The work was continued by his son-in-law ; and hence it 
has usually been called '^Row s Historic of the Kirk of Scotland/' 

Ferguson was also the author of a work under the following 
title, ** An Answer to ane Epistle written by Renat Benedict, 
the French Doctor, Professor of God's Word, (as the Translator 
of the Epistle calleth him,) to John Knox and the rest of his 
Brethren, Ministers of the Word of God, made by David Fear- 
gussone. Minister of the same Word at this present in Dun* 
fermling. Imprinted at Edinbrough, by Robert Lekprevik, 
1568." 

The running title of the book is, *^ Ane Answer to Renat Be. 
EpisUe." It extends to 43 leaves 12mo, and is printed in black 
letter. Dr M'Crie* says, that "the translation of Renat's Epistle 
was by Winzet, and, at that time, probably, was only in MS.** It 
must, however, have been extensively circulated, and calculated 
to do harm, otherwise an answer would not have been called for. 

In 1571-2, Ferguson was called on to preach before the 
Regent and Nobility, during the time of the Assembly. His 
sermon on this occasion was subsequently printed, with the fol- 
lowing title :— 



* Note to Life of Melyille, vol. ii. p. 67. 

/ 
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'* Ane Sermon preachit befoir the Regent and Nobilitie, upon 
a part of the third Chapter of the Prophet Malachi, (verse vii. 
xii.) in the Kirk of Leith, at the time of the Generall Assemblie, 
on Sonday the 13th of Januarie, Anno Domini 1571, be David 
Fergussone, Minister of the Evangell at Dunfermlyne. Im- 
prentit at Sanctandrois, be Robert Lekprevick, Anno Domini 
M.D.LXXIL" 

The Dedication to the Regent Mar is dated 20th August 
1572- 

The last piece of public service which John Knox performed, 
at the request of the General Assembly, was to examine and 
approve of this sermon ; and the striking language in which he 
did so, while it proves the unquenchable ardour of his own zeal 
for the interests of the Church, attests at the same time the 
high estimate which he had formed of the character and prin- 
ciples of Ferguson. '' John Knox, with my dead hand^ but glaid 
heart, praising God, that of his mercy he leaves such light to 
his Kirk in this desolation/' 



The approbation of Knox may be supposed to refer chiefly 
to the sentiments expressed in the Sermon. But, in some Latin 
verses which are prefixed to it by John Davidson, then one of 
the Regents of St Andrews, great praise is bestowed on Fergu- 
son for his successful efforts in improving and refining his ver- 
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nacular language. Dr M'Crie* considers the Sermon as proving 
the quick wit and good taste of the author, and adds, that if it 
'* had not been a sermon^ it would most probably have been re- 
published, before this time, as a specimen of good Scottish com- 
position/' Since this remark was made, it has been privately 
reprinted at Edinburgh ; and, in the Catalogue of the Very Re- 
verend Principal Lee, No. 3084, is marked as the only copy of 
this reprint which had ever been offered for sale. 

The Sermon is a strong and sensible argument on the pro- 
priety of restoring tithes to the maintenance of the Church, 
schools, and the poor. *' Quhat then is to be done, but that the 
Preicheris of God's Word be reasonablie sustenit, seing thair is 
eneuch and over meikle to do it, the schullis and the poor be 
Weill provydit, as they aught, and the tempillis honestly and 
reverently repairit, that the pepill, without injurie of wynd or 
wedder, may sait and heir Goddis Word, and participate of his 
haly sacramentis. And gif thair restis ony thing unspendit 
quhen this is done, (as na dout thair wil,) in the name of God, 
let it be bestowit on the nixt necessarie affairis of the commoun- 
welth, and not to any mannis private commoditie." 

Many of the expressions are familiar and proverbial, and 
savouring of that turn for humour for which he was remarkable. 
For example, speaking of sin as being natural to the Jews, 

* Life of John Knox, Note E. 



xlvi INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 

^' As we say, they had it by kjrnd, and coil it not."' Again, when 
saying that we were guilty of sacrilege as well as the Jews, 
'* We sal find thair schooe (as we use to say) meit aneuch for 
our fute/* And again, '^ I am compellit to speik this, thoch I 
be als plane as plesant'' 

The quotations from Scripture made throughout the Sermon 
are taken from the Greneva version ; and the Author speaks of 

Catechisms as being in common use. 

Another work with which Ferguson was occupied till the 
year in which he died, was A Collection of Scots Proverbs, x 
This was first printed at Edinburgh in 1642. Wodrow had an 
imperfect copy of this original edition, which belonged to the 
famous Mr William Guthrie, Minister of Fenwick, who had at 
one time intended to make additions to the work ; but this in- 
tention he does not seem to have accomplished. Indeed, the coU 
lection is pretty large, as may be seen by the title of the edition 
published at Edinburgh, 1659: "'Nine Hundred and Forty Scot- 
tish Proverbs, the greatest part of which were at first gathered 
together by David Ferguson, sometime Minister at Dunfermline, 
and put in Alphabeticall order, when he departed this life, anno 
1598. The rest, being since added, were never printed before." 



" The preface, published under the name of the printer, I 
take," says Wodrow, " to be written by John Row, Mr Fergu- 



j 
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son's son-in-law ; because, in more places than one, it contains 
the very words and expressions Mr Row uses in his History. 
Whoever wrote it, it is short and very apposite.'' The wi'iter 
notices, " That every nation have their own proverbs, yea, every 
shire and part of a nation. That many, having heard of David 
Ferguson his quick answers, both to great persons and inferi- 
ors, and of his Proverbs he gathered together in his time, and 
many of all ranks being desirous to have them, they are now pub- 
lished. I know," adds he^ '* there be some which will say and 
marvel that a Minister should have taken pains to gather such 
Proverbs together ; but they that knew his form of powerfull 
preaching the word, and his ordinary talking, ever almost using 
proverbiall speeches, will not find fault with this that he hath 
done." In a similar strain of apology Wodrow adds, ** Mr Guthrie 
thought the proverbs of every tongue should be studied, espe- 
cially by Ministers, that upon them they may make their address 
to their hearers the more affecting and nervous. And I have 
been informed that the learned and pious John Ray, who writes 
so much on Naturall History, and hath made so excellent im- 
provement of it, had a great value for Mr Ferguson's Proverbs. 
He wrote, I think, a Collection of Proverbs himself'* 



The next person whom it may be proper to notice in con- 
nection with these Historical Documents is Mr John Row, 
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Minister of Carnock. He was the son of Mr John Row, the 
Reformer, and the son-in-law of David Ferguson, Minister of 
Dunfermline. A short but very interesting account of him, 
written partly by himself and partly by his son, will be found 
in the Coronisy p. 243-257. By reference to our Ecclesiastical 
Historians, and the Records of the General Assembly, additional 
particulars concerning him might easily have been collected. 
But the leading features of his character, and the leading events 
of his life, have been brought out in the narrative referred to, 
with graphic simplicity. 

It is stated (at p. 253,) that, " At one of the diets of the 
Comunion, viz., 1636, quhen Bischops were in their rise, he re- 
newed the National Covenant.'* He seems also to have done 
this on a subsequent occasion. The following extract is from 
the Records of the Kirk-Session of Carnock ; and the present 
respectable Minister of that parish thinks that the original entry 
is in the hand-writing of Mr John Row. 

" The 5th November 1643. The Covenant of the thrie king- 
doms, Scotland, England, and Ireland, was solemnlie swome to 
and subscribit be the parochiners of Carnock ; and all that culd 
wreat subscribit their names in the book quhairin the printed 
Covenant was, and the rest of the parochiners, that culd not sub- 
scribe themselves, subscribit be Jhone Andersone, Notar Publik, 
Dunfermline, his hands, as the use is, at the Communion Table in 
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the Kirk of Carnock, as the book, quhilk is in my possession, will 
testifie. Quhilk action was done very solemnlie, after I had 
taught the historie of Joshuas Covenant. Josh. xxiv. chap, fra 
the 14th verse to the 29th." 

Under date 28th June 1646, in the same Records, is the fol- 
lowing entry : — " My father, Mr Johne Row, of worthie me- 
morie, being departed this life, I, his youngest sone, Mr William 
Row, Minister of Ceres, did preach ; and, after sermon, did hold 
Session.'* 



Wodrow has written a Life of Mr John Row, Minister of 
Carnock. It is preserved among his Biographical Collections, 
vol. ii. in folio, in the University Library of Glasgow. He 
notices at length his persecution by the Frelatical party, and 
his services at the Assembly at Glasgow in 1638, in authenti- 
cating the Registers of the Kirk. He gives his character in the 
following terms : *' Mr John Row, Minister of Carnock, was a 
most usefuU, pious minister, well seen in the languages; a 
most diligent observer and recordier of God's remarkable Provi- 
dences, and well seen in the history of this Church. This led 
him, with knowledge and zeal, firmly to adhere to the Reforma- 
tion principles, which he saw so well bottomed upon Scripture, 
and the reall interest of this Church and nation. For his ad- 
herence to them, he suffered considerably from the Fraelats ; 
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and yet, with some intervalls, he continued Minister at Caraock 
about 54 years.** 

The inscription upon his tomb-stone, in the churchyard of 
Carnock, is given, more fully than in the Ccronisj by Dr M'Crie, 
Life of Knox, voL ii. Note E. 

The following Epitaph is from The Memorials of the Family 
of Row : 



THO* BALD WITH AGE, AND PREST WITH WEIGHT, 
IK CROOKED TIMES, THIS MAN WENT STRAIGHT : 
HIS PEN KEPT HID THINGS IN RECORD, 
FOR WHICH THE PRELATS HIM ABHORED : 
AND HERE CARNOCK, HIS LITTLE QUARTER, 
FOR CANTERBURY HE WOULD NOT BARTER ! 



The Coronis, and also The Additional Illustrations of the 
HisTORiE, were both written by Mr William Row, Minister of 
Ceres, the youngest surviying son of Mr John Row, Minister of 
Camock. He married Jean, daughter of Mr Robert Blair, Mini- 
ster, first at Bangor in Ireland, and afterwards at Ayr and St An- 
drews, in Scotland. He wrote a life of his father-in-law, of which 
various abridgments have been published. The fuU and original 
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MS. is preserved in the Signet Library, Edinburgh ; and it is 
thought that a correct edition of it would form a suitable and 

interesting sequel to *• The Historie of the Kirk.'* 



The Supplement to the Historie, which brings it down to 
July 1639, was written by John Row, an elder brother of the 
preceding. The date of his birth has not been preserved ; but 
it may be referred to the close of the sixteenth or the begin- 
ning of the seventeenth century. In 1620 he was Schoolmaster 
at Kirkaldy. In 1632 he was translated to be Rector of the 
Grammar School at Perth, and was assisted in the duties of that 
office by his brothers, Robert and William. In 1641 he went 
to Aberdeen, by the advice of his friend, Mr Andrew Cant, who 
was then one of the Ministers of that city ; and, having gone 
through the ordinary trials. Row was also settled there, as 
Minister of St Nicholas' Church. In addition to his ministerial 
labours, Row devoted himself to the teaching of Hebrew, the 
knowledge of which was hereditary in the family ; and, with 
the view of facilitating the progress of his pupils, he drew up a 
Vocabulary of the Language, which he dedicated to the Magi- 
strates and Council of Aberdeen. The dedication is dated 4th 
January 1643 ; and, in the Council Register, (vol. lii. p. 771,) 
under date 20th September 1643, is the following entry : — " The 
Counsell, considering the panes taken be Mr John Row in 
teaching the Hebrew tongue, and for setting forth ane Hebrew 
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Dictionar, and dedicating the same to the Counsell, ordanes the 
thesaurar to deliver to th« said Mr John Row, for his paines, 
four hundreth merk Scotts mbney.*^ In the following year the 
work was published, under the title of ^ XIAIA2 Hebraica ; seu 
Vocabularium continens prsecipuas radices Linguae Hebraeas, 
Numero 1000. Cui accessit Index Alphabeticus Propriorum, &c 
supra 1200. Item Rudimenta Fietatis Hebraice descripta cum 
Interpretatione. A. M. Joa. Row, Pastore Ecclesls Abdns. 
Glasguae, Excudebat Georgius Andenonus, Anno Christogonias, 
M.DC.XLIV/! At the same time and place was printed his 
Hebrew Grammar, under the following title : *^ Hebraeae Linguse 
Institutiones compendiosissimas et facilUmas, in Disdpulorum 
gratiam primum concinnatae.. Nunc vero in Juventutis ubique 
studiosse, et oorum praecipue gratiam, qui Theologidb Sacro- 
sanctae navant operam, in lucem editae; A M. Joa. Row, tunc 
Moderatore . Scholar Perthana^ ; nunc vero Ecdesias Aberdo- 
nensis. Pastore. Glasguae, Excudebat Georgius Andersonus, 
Anno Partus salutiferi, 1644.** The running title of the work 
is Grammatical Hebraeas Compendium. It ts dedicated to 
the Earl of Eannoul, whose father had procured for Row his 
appointmient* to the Grammar School of Perth. This dedica^ 

* This appointment was not very well taken at the time, as appears from the follow- 
ing extract from the Chronicle of Perth, p. 33, presented to Maitland Club 1831. 
" June 1632, Mr John Bow wes adniitted master of the giumer-scole be the provest, 
baillies, and counsell, without consent or woatt of anj utheris ; quha affizit ane edict 
and declaration in Latine, ane oration, De Lingua, De Sermone. The Ministeris and 
Eresbjterie prest to haye tryed him, but we would not admit it, for the quhilk thair 
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tion contains a short notice of Row's father and grandfather, as 
the promoters of Hebrew learning in. Scotland. It is dated Ist 
July 1637,. at which time, probably, the Grammar had been 
completed. 

In his public principles and conduct. Row agreed with Cant 
and the more violent party of the Presbyterians ; and was chosen 
Moderator of the Provincial Asisembly at Aberdeen in 1644. 
When the Scottish Parliament, in 1649, appointed a commit- 
tee to remonstrate against the coiltemplated murder of Charles 
L, Row was one of si^ ministers named to act with the com* 
mittee. In 1651 a commission, consisting of five Colonels of 
Monk's army, visited King's College, Aberdeen, and among 
other acts, deprived Dr Guild, the Principal. Row, being 
high in favour with the dominant party, was appointed his suc- 
cessor. As Principal, he seems^ to have discharged bis duties 
with ability and success, maintaining the discipline, and, by his 
own learning and labours, extending the reputation of the Uni- 
versity. In 1656 he was appointed to preach before Parlia- 
ment, and his sermon on that occasion was published. It is 
entitled, " Man's Duty in Magnifying God's Work, Discovered 
in a Sermon preached before the Parliament, October ft, 1656. 
Being appointed as a day of Publick Thanksgiving; for a great 

ires much oatcrying in the pulpett." Adkuetubjudieeli^u^. XhererirstiUa question 
between the Church Courts and the Magistrates of Royal Bnighs, as to the power of 
the Presbytery of the bounds to visit and examine the grammar schoob of such borghB. 
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Victory obtained by a part of the Navy belonging unto this 
Commonwealth, against the Spanish Fleet, in its return from 
the West Indies. By John Rowe, Preacher of the Word, at 
the Abbey Church in Westminister. Printed by Robert White, 
for Francis Ty ton, at the Three Daggers, near the Inner Temple- 
Gate in Fleet Street, 1656.- 

At the Restoration, Principal Row was among the first to 
pay his court to the re-instated sovereign ; and in 1660, he 
published at Aberdeen, ETXAPI2TIA BA2IAIKE,* ad Carolum 
II. Carmen ; a work praising the new King, and abusing the late 
Protector. But he was too deeply committed with the opposite 
party to find any favour with the restored dynasty. Some of 
his previous works, which contained severe reflections upon 
the Royal Family, were now burned at the Cross of Aberdeen, 
by the hands of the common hangman ; and in 1661, he found 
it necessary to demit his office as Principal. In order to pro- 
cure subsistence he resumed his labours as a teacher of youth. 
But being now nearly seventy years of age, he found the work 
too heavy for him ; and retired at last to Kinellar, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Aberdeen, to the house of Mr John Mercer, his 
son-in-law. He soon after died, and was buried at the west end 
of the church of Kinellar, in the churchyard ; but no monument 

* This piece is exceedingly rare. At the sale of the Gordonstoon Library, a copj, 
No. 1976, vas sold to Messrs Longman and Co. for £2, ISs. A copj also occnrred in 
the Catalogue of Principal Lee's Library. 
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marks his grave. He left a hundred merks to the schoolmas- 
ter of Camock, in the hands of the Eirk-Session. The original 
deed of mortification, in the handwriting of the Principal, is 
still preserved among the public papers of that parish. 

In addition to the works which have already been incident- 
ally mentioned, and some others, which seem to be lost. Princi- 
pal Row wrote the continuation of the " Histories which is 
contained in the following collection, under the title of A Sup- 
plement to the Historic of the Kirk of Scotland, firom August, 
anno 1637, and thence forward to July 1639, &c. In illustra- 
tion of the Supplements^ which is but brief and meagre, he had 
drawn together a number of public and private documents, a 
copy of which is preserved in the Advocates' Library, Edin- 
burgh, and is known by the name of Row's Ecclesiastical CoU 
lections. These documents, like the Supplement^ seem to have 
been collected with a view to aid the drawing up of some au- 
thentic history of the period to which they refer, under the su- 
perintendence of the General Assembly. A similar collection 
of papers, by a different hand, is preserved in the University 
Library, Glasgow. By any one meditating a minute history of 
these eventful times, both Collections might be advantageously 
consulted. It was once thought that a selection from Princi- 
pal Row's Ecclesiastical Collections might have formed no un- 
suitable Appendix to the present work. But it has already ex- 
tended to such a length as to render this inexpedient And, 
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perhaps, it is better^ that, in the meantime, the Bccle$ia$Hcal 
Collections should be left mitouched, in the hope that they maj 
tempt or assist the zeal and industry of some ftitnre contributor 
to the objects of the.Maitland Club. 

After these brief notices of the several persons concerned 
in originally drawing up the following Historical Documents, it 
now only remains to indicate the different MSS. . from which 
they have here been printed. 



4 t 



The Manusoripts from which the present Collection of Eccle- 
siastical Documents has been compiled are, 

I. A very carefully written MS. belonging to the Faculty of 
Advocates,* containing the " Historic,** " Coronis,** and " Sup- 
plement,** with a large Collection of Illustrative Papers, bear- 
ing, at the commencement, the following autograph inscription ^. 



*' Georqius Comes de Melvill hunc librum dono 
ANDREiB Melvill, an : or : xnd : 1707.' 



f» 



And at the end of the " Supplement,** 

'' Andreas Melvill hunc librum dono accepU a Georoio 
CoMiTE DE Melvill, A.D. 1707.** 

* Old shelf mark, W. 6, 30 ; new (peaoil) mark, 34, 5, U. 
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On a fly-leaf, before the title, is this additional autograph : 



• * 



» ** This Manuscript was gifted me by Mr Thomas Mel- 
vnx. Minister of the Gospel at Scoonie^ 1740. 

"Ja: Duncan." 

The ** Historic*' seems to have been completed by the tran- 
scriber at '* Abd. (Aberdeen,) August 31, 1650." And at the 
end of the " Coronis" he notes : " Copied Abd. Octo\ % 1650." 

A large Collection of Papers follows the " Coronis ;" and 
the ^' Supplement" completes this neat and accurate MS. 

It occurs to the Editor, that that MS. is likely to have been 
copied from the original^ or at least from an authentic MS. 
which had at that time been in the possession' of Principal Row ; 
and -this opinion is fortified by the following ''Extract from 
Orem's MS. Histoiy of Old Aberdeeri, (since printed,) written 
in 1724," which has been transcribed on a leaf at the com- 
mencement of the volume : 



'' Anno 1652. The Principal's place was conferred upon Mr 
John Row, Minister in Aberdeen. The said Mr John Row 
had been twenty yeans Master of the School of St Johnston, 
(Perth,) where he had the most flourishing school in this na- 
tion ; but Mr Andrew Cant brought him from thence to Aber^ 
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deen, anno 1641, where he underwent his trials, and thereafter 
was made Minister of Aberdeen. When he was Principal, the 
foundation of the new work was laid in the north-east comer 
of the College, six stories high, consisting of twenty-four cham- 
bers. 



" Principal Row was a man who was very well seen in the 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, and had a great autho- 
rity in the College; but anno 1661 he demitted his charge, 
after King Charles II. Restoration ; for he was a Covenanter, 
and had written some things in his books against the Royal 
Family ; which books were taken out of the College, and had 
to the Cross of Aberdeen, and burned by the hands of the hang- 



man. 



'* Thereaft;er he went to New Aberdeen, and took up a private 
school, for he had laid nothing up to maintain himself when 
he was out of place ; and, therefore, lived by keeping the said 
school, and for the most part by charity. At last, he went to 
Kinealter, and staid with Mr John Mercer, his son-in-law, and 
daughter ; where at last he died, and was interred at the west 
end of the Church of Eanealter, in the churchyard.'* 

It is not to be doubted that many valuable documents were 
thus destroyed, and it is most probable that the original MS. of 
the History would share the unhappy fate of Principal Row's 
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other MSS. and Papers, which are understood to have been 
numerous and valuable. 

That the MS. from which Lord Melville's transcript was 
taken was the original, at least a certified copy^ seems plain 
from the " Historie'* and " Coronis'* having the following fac- 
simile of the author's signature appended to each : *' Sic subscri-- 
bilur, Mr John Row, Minister at Catmock.** The addition of 
the signature to the *' Coronis" is of course gratuitous, for the 
reverend Author died some time before the completion of that 
portion of the work ; though there seems to be abundant in- 
ternal evidence that much of it had been suggested, or, perhaps, 
might have been dictated by him, and that the rest was compil- 
ed by his son from his papers. 

11. Another MS., also belonging to the Faculty of Advo- 
cates, consisting of 673 pp. small quarto, written at the com- 
mencement of last century.* There is no note or marking to 
indicate from what Collection it was procured. It is the MS. 
from which the copy furnished to the Editor for the press has 
been taken ; but, being considerably modernised, it was found 
necessary to collate the whole work with all the other MSS., giv- 
ing a decided preference to that which forms No. I. in the pre- 
sent Notice. 

^ The old shelf markiiig, A. 6, 7 ; new (pencil) markiiig, 34, 5, 13. 

h 
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III. A small, closely written MS., which bears marks of hav- 
ing formed part of the indefatigable Mr Robert Wodrow's Col* 
lections. It is by far the oldest of the preceding MSS., and 
was collated throughout for the orthography, and for the pur- 
pose of correcting numerous words which obviously have been 
mistaken by the various transcribers. This curious little vo- 
lume is written in an extremely small hand, is much contracted, 
and, apparently for the purpose of convenient reference as a 
pcksket manual, omits all the Papers, referring for them to other 
volumes probably at one period in Wodrow's Collections. It 
now belongs to the Rev. James Inglis, Minister of Eirkoswald, 

m 

who kindly put it in the hands of the Rev. Dr Fleming, Pro- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy in the University of Glasgow, with 
a view to its being made use of • 

IV. A neat and carefully written MS., bearing, on the fly- 
leaf, the signature " Geo. Dundas,** purchased by the. Society of 
Writer^ to her Majesty's Signet at the sale of Mr George Paton. 

This MS.* originally consisted of the " Historie** alone ; but 
Mr Paton has added nearly all the " Coronis** from the Advo- 
cates' Library MS. * It Is neatly bound in russia, and is a MS. 
of the end of the I7th century. 

* 53 6. 13 of Catalogue of Signet Libraij. 
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The title-page of this MS. has been supplied by some one* 
who knew nothing of the Author. It is as follows : — 

** The Historie of the Estate of the Kibke of Scotland, 
written by ane old Minister of the Kirk of Scotland, att the desire 
of some of his young Brethren, for their informatione. Anno 
Dom. 1560." 

This title-page has evidently been concocted by the original 
proprietor from the introductory paragraph, *^ The occasione of 
setting doune this Historic/' The following notef gives the 
correct and usually received account of the matter : 

*• The following History, from 1558 to 1637, collected by 
Mr John Row, late Minister of Carnock in Fife, in the Presby- 
tery of Dunfermline ; who, surviving till near eighty years of 
age, was eye-witness, and a careful observer of the most part of 
the facts mentioned in this Manuscript He received the rest 
viva voce from his father, Mr John Row, late Minister at Perth, 
who was one of the Ministers assembled at Edinburgh, . 20th 
December 1560, in the first Assembly of this Nationall Kirk; 
and from David Ferguson, his father-in-law, late Minister at 
Dunfermline, and from his Manuscripts/* 



* Probably bj Mr Dondas. t Mr George Paton's MS. of Row's Histoiy, 

now belonging to Signet Library, (53 6. 13.) 
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In preparing these Volumes for presentation to the Mem- 
bers of the Maitland Club, the Editor found it necessary to have 
recourse to all these MSS. ; but having advanced at press with 
the work to a considerable extent before he discovered the ex* 
istence of the Melville MS., and as that volume contains the 
persevering interpolations and additions of Mr William Row, 
from the commencement to the close of the Historic, it was 
deemed best to preserve the most important of them, (excepts 
ing the numberless tautologies and circumlocutions which occur 
in every page of the MS.,) together with the proceedings of the 
General Assembly, &c. These are to be found in the '* Addi- 
tional Illustrations/* 

A very carefully compiled Index will enable the reader, at a 
glance, to find every person and incident noticed in the work. 

In conclusion of these remarks, it seems only necessary fur- 
ther to state, that when the present Work was adopted by the 
Council of the Maitland Club as another contribution to the 
valuable Collection of Historical Works which already form the 
series of their publications, all that was in their contemplation 
was to give the Historic of the Kirk, by Mr John Row, Mini- 
ster of Carnock, in its original and most authentic form. 
During the progress of the book at press, however, it was deemed 
expedient to glean from the more recent and interpolated MSS. 
of his son, Mr William Row, all the additional information which 
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that industrious and careful person had subsequently amassed ; 
and it is to be hoped that the very minute Index which has 
been appended to the present work will greatly facilitate re- 
ference, and make the whole equally accessible and useful for 
historical purposes, and as an authentic record of a most im- 
portant period in the History of the Church of Scotland. 

May 1842. 
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THE HISTORIE 



OF THE 



ESTATE OF THE KIEX OF SCOTLAND 



TH£ OCCASION OP THE SETTING DOUNB THEREOF WES THIS : 



Some young Minifters newlie entred, in a new forme, to that holy call- ti» occasion 
ing, conferring with ane old Miniiler who had bein in the miniilrie fourtie of this Historic, 
yearesand above, {hew[ed] to themfome things concerneing the Goveme- 
ment of this Kirk fince the Reformation, and what thinges he had feene 
and obferved in the famen, qnherof they confefled themfelves to be ig- 
norant : And vnderllanding, be their aged brother, that he had been in- 
ftru6ted and brought vp in the knowledge and eftate of the Kirk, his 
father and his wife's father being both Minifters about the tyme of the 
faid Reformation, ane of them having obferved and put in write fuch 
things that wer done in thefe tymes ; they thought it wes a matter of 
confcience to their aged brother, who alfo had obferved feme things 
quhilk fell out in his owne tyme, to keip clofle and conceill the know- 
ledge quhilk he had, and not to impairt the fame to others, his brethren, 
who wer verie defyreous to know the eftate of this their mother-kirk 
better than they did ; and therefore, befoght him verie eameftlie to fett 
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downe that his knowledge in write : Quhilk he hes done, as the Lord 
is his witnes, in als great finceritie and fimplicitie as he could, fra the 
tyme of our Reformation to the tyme of King Charles his comeing into 
this countrey, and going backe againe into England ; with fome few 
thinges that fell out [there]after, till Auguft 1637. 

Whille doing of this, albeit in great weakenes and many wants, (for 
who can obferve preceiflie all circumfiances, and other fmall things, in fo 
large a hiftorie ! ) he eameftlie befeikes the Lord it may tend to His 
glorie, and the weill of this Kirk, through Jefus Chrift our Saviour. 
Amen. 



THE HISTORIE IT SELFE. 



Thb lord god, that workes his workes maivelouflie, wrought his worke 
of Refonnation of Religion in Scotland above men's expectation, confi- 
dering the inftnunents whom God vfed in the fame, and the power and 
authoiitie that wer againft them. Yet to fpeake fomewhat of the out* 
ward meanes how true Rehgion came into this poore kingdome, omit- 
ting what the Lord did by Martine Luther in Germanie, quhom God 
raifed yp in the year of our Lord 1517, firfl to inveigh againft the Pope 
giving to all men pardon of their fins for money ; but they wold not be 
admoniihed be fuch a poore man. The Lord, be his good Spirit, tau^t 
him the true religion, quhilk he fett out to the view of the world ; but 
the Pope and his clergie perfecuted God's fervant. But God ftirred vp 
one of the Princes of Germanie to know that fame trueth, and to take 
it to heart, and to ftand out againft the Pope's crueltie : As alfo, the 
Lord ftirred vp notable theologues to fett out notable bookes againft all 
papifticall errour, as Calvin, Melan^on, &c., quhairby the Pope's 
lurk gat a great wound. 

But the more particular meanes quhairby came the knowledge of 
God's trueth in the tyme of great darknes, were fuch as Sir David Linde- 
faye's Poefies, etc., Wedderbume's Pfalmes, and Godlie Ballads of 
godlie purpofes, a Complaint given in to England againft the bifchops, 
pr^fts, &c. There were alfo fome notable hiftories aCted in publicke, 
quhilk made the people fenfible of the darknes they were into, which 
did much good for that tyme : And a booke of Sir David Lindefaye's 
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being printed, quhilk came to the people's hands ; and when they had 
read and confidered it, fhew the profanenes that wes amongil the dergie : 
And the people, reading it diligentlie, taught the mater therin contained 
to their children, and they taught their condifciples in the fchoole ; quair* 
[by] itcametopalTethataFreir preachinginthatkirkvponaSabbothday 
in Lentron, (as the vfe wes then, ) he, in the end of the fermon, b^an 
to relate fome miracles, and to inveigh againft the new Hugonite 
preachers, as he called them, who then were begining to teach God's 
trueth in feilds, ( becaus they gat no libertie to fpeake in the kirk^ ) and 
the people went out to them, and were much delyted to heare God*s 
work fpocken plainly ; but quhen he was moft vehement vpon his in- 
ve^on, all the baimes in the fchoole, to the number of 300 and above, 
garres fuch a hiiSng and crying out againft the Freir, that he in great fear 
ran out of the pulpit, and went away. Before the next Sabboth, quhen 
ane other Freir came to teach in that kirk^ he, hearing tell quhat wes 
done to his brother, complained to the magiftrats that he wes fo vfed ; 
quhervpon the mafter of the fchoole wes defired eameftlie to try who 
wer the authors of that hiffing, that they might be feveirlie puniflied. 
The mafter, called Mr Andro Symfone, for that tyme being a zealous 
papift, vfed all diligent tryell, and found that a fchoUer had that booke 
penned be Sir David Lyndefay, which wes a dittay great enough to have 
condemned him ; but the youth being of a quick fpirit, replyed to the 
mafter, when he was going to puni(he him, that it wes no hereticke 
booke, quhilk he (hould let him fee ; then, efler he had read it, he wes 
content to be puniflied at his pleafure. This made the mafter defireous 
to read the booke ; but he, be the reading and vnderftanding thereof, 
wes fullie perfwadit that all therein contained wes true ; quhilk made 
him declair to the counfell of the toune and to the Freir that wes to 
teach, that he could not get knowledge who made that hifteing firft in 
the kirk ; yet he wes perfwaded, that if they wold leave ofi^ their inveigh- 
ing againft thir new preachours, the baimes wold be quyet enough : 
Quhilk warning made the Freir that preached to fay, quhen he was con- 
cluding his fermon : *M will fpeak nothing againft thir new preachours, 
but I will fpeake agamft our felves. If we had done our duetie in our 
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catling faithfullie, and made yow, God's people, to know God's trueth, 
as we fhould have done, thir new teachers had not done as they doe ; 
for, lyke fillie fcheip poyndit m a fauld wher ther is no meate, they 
muft goe to their meate quher they may have it ; fo we cannot find fault 
with the people to runne and heare God's word taught you, quherever yee 
can have it." Thefe fpeaches made the people glad, and confirmed the 
mailer of the fchoole that he had ane knowledge of the trueth greatum- 
lie ; fo that the lyke knowledge daylie increafed, and the few godlie 
preachers of the kingdome wer weill ly ved, and taught God's word, and 
there alfo miniftred the Sacraments, quherby Gt>d made his Gofpell and 
trueth to be more and more eileemed of, till the tyme of the Reformation. 

This year 1560, the firll Generall Aflemblie of this Kirk conveined in i^^- 
Edinburghi Dec^ 20 ; quherin there wes not above 12 Minifters, but qin wer only 12 
fundrie ruleing-elders, commilfioners to the number of 30, to affift them ^^^^g^ 
in that good worke ; quhilk the Lord fo bUfled, that appoyntment wes ^i^^i^S' 
made of other 43, quherof fpme were to read the word to the people, 
fome to preache and exhort alfo ; John Erikine of Dune wes one : That 
there (hould two Grenerall Aflemblies be holden everie yeare, and at 
everie Aflemblie the number of the Minifters increafed, and the number 
of the godlie profeflburs alfo. Thus the Reformation add true Religion 
going weill forward, the nobilitie and great Counfell of Scotland thought 
it neceflar, and verie expedient, to charge the Minifters that then wer, 
to fett downe in a booke their iudgements concerning all the points of 
the Reformation of ReHgion alreadie begun, as they fliould anfwer to 
God, that they might proceid in everie thing rightlie. To the quhilk 
demand the Minifters gave in their anfwer, in write^ efler this manor : — 

" To the great Counfell of Scotland, now admitted to the Regiment, 
be the Providence of God, and by the common confent of the 
Eftates therof, your Honours humble fervitours and Minifters 
of Chrift Jefus, within the famen, wifli grace, mercie, and peace 
from God the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, with the perpetuall 
increafe of the Holie Spirit. 
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^^From your honours we receaved a charge, dated at Edinboi^g^ the 39 
day of Aprile in the year of our Lord 1560, requyring and commanding 
ws, in the name of the Etemall Grod, as we fhaUanfuer in ICs prefenoe, 
to commit to writeing, and in a hooke delyver to your wifdom^ our iudg- 
ments toutching the Reformation of Reli^on, quhilk hdrtofore in this 
Reahne (as in others) hath heene vtterlie corrupted. Vpon the receypt 
quherofy fo many of ws as wes in this towne did conveine, and in ynhie 
of mynd doe offer vnto your wifdomes thefe fubfequents, for commoun 
order and vniformitie to be obferved in this reahne, concerning DoAiine, 
adminiftration of Sacraments, and Minifters' provifion for their fuften* 
tation, Ecclefiaftical difcipline, etc. The Church mod humblie requyr- 
ing your honours, that neither ye admitt any thing which God doeth 
not approve, neither yet that yow (hall reie6t fuch ordinances as God's 
word doe fpecifie ; for we will not bind vpon yow farder then we axe 
able to prove by God's mod plaine word. Theirfore we moft humblie 
crave of yow, even as yow will anfwer to Him before quhom both yee 
and we mud appeare to rander accompt, that yee repudiat nothing for 
pleafour and affection which we are able to improve by God's writtin 
and reveiled word." 

When the Minifters put their hands to the worke concerning the Fo- 
licie of the Kirk, and efter they had given in their traveUis to the Ge- 
nerall Aflemblie that they might fett downe perfe6Uie, quhilk, be great 
paines, much reading, and calling vpon the name of God, wer approven 
of the whole Genersdl Aflembly ; and being over lairge, they abridged 
the haill Policie of the Kirk, and prefented to the Nobilitie and Counfell 
of this reahne 1560, as follows : 

The fird head containeth Do6trine to be taught. The fecond head 
containeth Sacraments, how to be adminidered rightlie. The thrid 
head containeth the abolifliing of all Idolatrie. The fourth contained 
Miniders, and their ele£tion and admiiSon, and what may vnable a man 
that he may not be admitted to that fun6lion ; and concerning Reiders. 
The fyft conteines the provifion of Miniders, and toutching the rents 
iudlie apperteining to the Kirk, wher there is fundrie things fpocken 
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of Vnivtffities and Schooles^ and how they may be provyded, and bow 
learning and knowledge, efpeciallie of the Scriptures, fould increafe be 
them ; and fomething alfo fpockin of Superintendents and their admif- 
fioDu The fixt head intreats particularlie of the Patrimonie of the Kirk. 
The feventh head is of Ecclefiailicall Difcipline ; wher it is declaired 
quhat perfones fliould be fubiedb to the Difcipline of the Kirk, and the 
ord» for Puhlid Offenders. The lail head toucheing the Policie of the 
Kirk in many particulars, as concerning Prophecying and Interpreth^ 
oi the Scriptures, concerning Mariage, Buriall, the Reparation of Kizks, 
Puniflmfent of fuch as profanes and contemnes the Sacraments. 

Then, efter this, the Generall Aflemblie appoynted Minifters to fett 
doone the vther Booke of Policie more fuccin£llie ; whilk containes 13 
Chapters, as alfo many heads and conclufions of the Policie of the Kirk. 
The firft of the Kirk and Policie thereof in generall, and quherin it is 
different from the Civile Policie. The fecond of the perfons and Office- 
bearers to whom this admuiiftration is committed. The third teaches 
how peffones tfa^ beares Ecclefiafticall fundlions are to be admitted to 
their offices. The fourth is of the Office-bearers, in particular ; and 
firft, of Paftors and Minifters. The fift of the Do6tors their offices, 
and of Schooles. The fixt of Elders, and their offices. The feventh is 
of the Aflemblie and Difcipline. The eight of Deacons, and their of- 
fices. The ninth of the Patrimonie of the Kirk, and difbribution ther- 
of. The tenth of the office of Chriftian Magiftrat in the Kirk. The 
ellevinth is of the prefent Abufes remaining in the Kirk, quhilk ought 
to be reformed. The twelf containes fpeciall heads of Reformation, 
quhilk the Kirk craves. And the laft chapter fpeiketh of the vtilitie that 
Ihall flow from this prefent Reformation to all eftates. 

This fecond Booke of Policie wes thought to be, be the whole Gene- 
rall Affemblie in many meetings, verie exadUie fett doune, with great 
learning and h<^effe ; and therefore eyerie Minifter, when he wes ad- 
mitted to hia Kirk, fubfcryved the famen, ypon fome prefl)yterie day, in 
the prefenee of his brethren who had all fubfcryved the famen before 
him, as ye will heare efterhend ; quhilk fubfcription may be a fure wit- 
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1578. 
A Gflo. Aw« 

met, q'at the 
King wee pre- 
lent. 



Ano Act of 
Assembly at 
Ed'. 1590, eon- 
cerning the Bli- 
nistrie mnd Book 
of Discipline. 



nes againes fome quho this day compelles Miniftera to fubfayye the 
verie contrair condufiona. I wold have you here obferving, before I 
proceid further, that there were great hinderances caften in (aa vfeth to 
be in all good purpofea) that thefe Books of Polide were not receaved, 
neither approven be all men in many yeares following : for they that 
were Fapifts in their heart were enemies both to the dodrine and polide 
of the Kirk ; and they who openlie profefled the true do&rine, and yet 
poflefled the Kirk rents, wer not onlie vnheartie freinds, but, vnder 
cullour, great hinderers of the allowance and approbation of the Bookes. 
Yet, through continuall exortations and admonitions to the Nobilitie 
and others of good rank and accompt, and through humble intreatie of 
the young King and his Counfellours, in many Generall Aflemblies, at 
tenth this condufion was taken in Stirline, quher the King wes for the 
time, 1578 : 

<< Forfomuch as in the lad Aflemblie wes given commiffioun to certaine 
brethren to prefent to the King's hienes and Counfell the Heads of the 
Polide of the Kirk, with a fupplication to his grace, the Aflemblie de- 
fired the report of the brethren's proceidings, who exponed and fhew, 
that, according to their commiflion, they ezhibite to the King's Majefty 
a copie of the heads of the Policie of the Kirk, with a fupplication to 
his grace ; who gave a comfortable and a verie good anfwer, that not 
onlie would he conciure with the Kirk in all thmgs that might advance 
the trew Religion prefentlie profefled in this kingdome, but alfo wold 
be a proteftor for the Kirk : And therefor his grace prefented to his 
Counfell the faid fupplication, who nominat perfons to conferre of the 
mater, and, by his Majefties procurement, obtained of the Counfell that 
they might choyfe fo many Minifters to conferre, and wes at lenth agried 
vpon, which conference is readie to be (howen. Not-the-lefle of all thir 
paines and diligence, quhilk the Kirk tooke in perfyting the Booke of 
Policie, and the many promifes made that the faid Booke ihould be rati- 
fied and approven be the lawes of the kingdome, the famen wes never 
gotten done ; but only, in end, ane a£t maid in that Generall Aflemblie 
holden in £d'. 1590, that all Minifters, at their entries to the miniftrie, 
fliould deddr their confent to the faid Booke of Policie, be their fub- 
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fcription ; which wes obeyed and done as we have faid, and as will be 
declaired efterwards. This alfo is to be con/idered for the clearing of 
fome things alreadie fpocken of Bifchops and Superintendents, that this 
Kirky in the infancie and firft growing thereof, behooved to choice out of 
the few number who wer entred in the miniftrie, and (whilk, indeid, in 
a fchortyme grew merveilouflie, and wer admitted to the Generall Af- 
femblie) fome whom the Aflemblie thought melted to be Viiiters of 
Kirks, quherby Minifters might be planted and admitted to their offices, 
throughout aU the kingdome, and inflru6ted in their dueties, and cen- 
fured in cafe of negligence or other faults, either in their perfons or call- 
ings. Thir Vifitours fome of them had bein Bifchops before, but had 
adioyned themfelves to the Reformed Kirk, and now wer Preachours of 
the Gofpell ; others wer ordinar Paflours ; but, becaus this office of the 
Vifitation of Kirks wes now inioyned to them, they wer named Super- 
intendents ; yet fo, as touching their calling, there wes no differ^ce in 
the admiffion of them and others to the mlnillrie, as is evident in our 
Ffalme bookes ; and albeit the name of a Bifchop, Superintendent, and 
Minifter, be in e£fe6t ane, becaus in common fpeache the name Bifchop 
wes taken as propper to one who had thefe benefices. The Generall 
Aflemblie, even at the begining, lyked not the famen, as favouring of 
fome fuperioritie, quhilk they thoght fhould not be in God's Kirk 
among the Minifters therein ; and, therefore, when they named thir men, 
it wes with fome addition, as in that Generall Aflembly holden at Edin'. 
anno 1572, it is faid M*^ Alex' Gordoim, commonlie [called] Bifchop of Atstmb. 1572 
Galloway, making petition to be Superintendent in Galloway, wes things a^st 
refufed, becaufe, &c. ; quherby it is evident that, by his epifcopa- ^*«*<t»«- 
cie, he had no place in the miniftrie quhill the Generall AflembUe ad- 
mitted him. And at this fame tyme there wes a generall a6t concludit, 
that all Minifters, they alfo that call themfelves Bifchops, fall be entered 
in to the miniftrie according to the ordour fett doune in the Bookes of 
Difcipline anent the admiffion of Minifters, or els they fall have no place 
in that holie calling. Alfo many other a6ts wer maid againft the cor^ 
ruptions of Bifchops, becaus fundrie of them wer x^ommitting haynous 
offences, and therfore were cenfured and depofed be the Generall Af- 

B 
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femblie, quhilk maid fome of them refuife to come to the Generall Af- 
femblie, quhill they wer compelled through feare of excommunicadon. 
The Generall AiTemblie alfo, m giving them libertie to fet tackea, inhi- 
bite them to vfe their ordinar ftyle, * Reverend Father in God/ as not 
apperteining to the Minifter of Jefus Chrift, neither is it to be found in 
the Scriptures : And, becaufe it wer longfome to iniift and relait in how 
many Generall Aflemblies the Kirk wes troubled in takeing ordour with 
thofe who wer called Bifchops, and had thofe benefices given to them be 
fuch moyen as they had in Court to obtaine them ; when, in the meane 
tyme, they who wer called Superintendents at everie Generall Aflemblie 
gave accompt how they had difcharged their duetie fen the Aflemblie 
preceiding, and wer continuallie approven and continwed in their places/' 

Yee (hall fee two or thrie a6ls fett doune in end againd Bifchops to 

amen4 their corruptions, and (lay the fafhrie they maid to the Aflemblies, 

Aw. 1573, at at that Aflemblie holden at £d^ 1573 : '^ This AflTemblie hes condudit 

a^^t Bis^h^ that the iurifdi£tion of Bifchops in their Ecclefiafl^icall function fall not 

•dauMion, with- exccid the iurifdi^lion of Superintendents quhilk heretofore they have 

out Gen. Assem- * ... 

biie*8 ordor. haid, and prefently have ; and that they ihalbe willinglie fubiedt to the 

difcipline appoynted by the Generall Aflemblie as members therof, as 
Superintendents have been heirtofoir, in all fortes : And that no Bifchop 
give collation to any benefice within the bounds of Superintendents with- 
out their confent and tefl;imoAyall fubfcryvit with their hands.*' Therefter 
this a6t wes concludit : ^^ Forafmuch as there is great corruption in the 
eftate of Bifchops as they are prefently made in this realme, quhervnto 
the Kirk wold provyde fome ftay in tyme comeing, fo farre as tihey may, 
to the e£fe£t that farther corruption may be brydled, therefore tiie Af- 
femblie hath concludit that no more Bifchops fall be elected heireiler be- 
fore the nixt Generall Aflemblie of the Kirk ; difchargeing all Minifters 
and Chaptours to proceid any wayes in the eledlion of the (aids Bifchops 
in the meane tyme, vnder the paine of perpetuall deprivation from their 
offices.'* And this a£l wes extended in another Aflemblie to all tymes 
to come ; and all Bifchops alreadie ele6ted, requyred to fubmitt tiiem- 
felves to the Generall Aflemblie concerning the reformation of the cor- 
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ruptions of that eftate. Quhilk fubmiffion the Bifchop of Dumblane will- 
inglie offered to the Aflemblie. 

This bemg clear, then, that fra the infancie of this Kirk till the tyme 
that full reformation was maid both in dodlrine and difcipline, (then Pref- 
byteries and Provinciall Aflemblies wer conftitute, ) the Superintendants 
had a verie necefiar charge and calling for the planting of kirks, and feing 
them keip good order, and wer diligent and holie in their oune feverall 
miniftries ; and the Bifchops, on the other pairt, wer verie troublefome 
and offenfive to the Kirk of God, (I fpeike of many of them, but not 
of all ; ) and feing many thinges mud be tollerate for the tyme in the 
infancie of a kirk quhilk may not be authorized when the kirk comes to 
a greater perfection, I will fpeake no more of this purpofe at this 
tyme. 

But to proceid in oiu: hiftorie. In the year of God 1561, the young -^^Kimr 
King of France, Francis II., Queene Marie's huiband, being dead, of France' or 
Queene Marie cometh from France to Scotland, and Ihee being a papift, ^wTqr^p*^* 
yet finding the Reformation of ReUgion begun, and Adls of Parliament «»• ^^^ ^ 
maid in favours thereof, fhee promifeth to ratifie all, provyding ihee can 
have libertie to enioy her oune Religion privatlie within her own palace ; 
for ihe broght a Bifchop and Priefts with her. But that matter being 
reafoned be the miniftrie, it wes concludit that fuch libertie could not be 
granted, except they would willingUe bring the plague of God vpon her 
and them that confented therevnto, and to the haill countrey, as 1625 
the peft followed the mafle to London, and deftroyed many thoufands ; 
yet nothelefle, fundrie of the nobilitie, willing to pleafure the Queene, 
reafoned for her, that for fome (hort tyme ihee might heare maiTe faid 
to her privatlie, not doubting but ihee wold be ihortlie broght to the 
bearing of God's word, and that wold draw her away from her fuperfti- 
tion quhairin ihee was broght vp. Thus the Miniders, to keip them- 
felves cleine in their fermons and meitings, were ever inveying againft 
her maife, yet could not get the matter amendit at that tyme ; but after- 
ward, quhen ihee caufed murther the King Henrie Stewart, her owne 
huiband, to whom ihee bure King James VI., anno 1566, that ihee k. jmum vi. 
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borne 1596, might get the Earle of Bothwell to he her hulband, quhilk mariage wes 
*"' maid he the Bifchop of Orkney, and he depofed therefore he the Kirk^ 

the nohilitie of Scotland, trying the mater, raife vp againea her, fo that 
ihee wes forced to flee into England ; and there, being intertained in a 
princelie maner he Quein Elizabeth many yeares, at lenth Ihee wes ac- 
cufed and convidl of treafon againft Queen Elizabeth, and therefore be- 
1586. headit, anno 1586. For, fo foone as (he wes delyvered, and her fonne 
befaeacut. bomc, the nobilitie who wer Protellants, aflifted with the reft called the 

Congregation, tooke the baime, keiped him in fafetie, and crouned him 
King, being but a yeare old ; the Queene, in the meane tyme, intertain- 
ing warres againft the Congr^tion, becaus Ihee gat not her will in all 
thinges. The Queene thus remaining in England, the nobilitie that 
ftood for the yoimg King, the Earle of Murray then being Regent, and 
they affifting him, ftood alfo for the true Religion : Others againe that 
wer ypon the Queene's fa6lion, albeit fome of them wer profeflburs of 
the true Religion, yet they having the principall caftellis and ftrengthes 
of the kingdome in their hands, intertained civill warres againft the no- 
bilitie and other profeflburs that ftood for the King and his au&oritie 
and prefervation ; quherby great hurt came to the Kirk and common- 
wealth of this kingdome ; for, in this tyme, the Minifters of Edinburgh, 
and many good profeflburs, wer forced to leave Edinburgh, and dwell in 
other places ; M' Knox remaining a whyle in St Andrewes : And, efter 
long troubles, there being a6ls of pacification maid betwixt the Lords 
holding for the King and thofe that held for the Queene, the Kirk, in 
this meane tyme, preafling to keip their Aflemblies, but gatt litle good 
done. The Minifters of Edinburgh comeing back againe, the Aflem- 
blies keeped more frequentlie, and gave in fupplications and articles con- 
tinowallie to the young King, to his Regent and coimfell, to get all pa- 
piftrie fupprefled, and that none fliould get any kirk-benefice beftowed 
vpon them, but they who wer found qualified and gifted for the fame ; 
and that fuch Mnifters as wer alreadie placed fould have their manfes 
and gleibs, quherby they might be refident with their flockes. And yet 
at this tyme the nobiUtie, for their owne ends, wer placeing Bifchops in 
vaiking benefices, albeit the finceareft of the minifterie and good pro* 
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feflburs wold faine have had them altogither removed out of the Kirk, 

that the Supermtendents, who had no benefices but only theu* (lipends, 

and the Aflemblie of Minifters and Commiflioners might goveme the 

Kirk : But it could not be gotten ; for it was about this tyme that M** 

Beza, Minifter of Geneva, wrote a letter to M' Knox, then Minifter at M' Beaacs lettw 

Edinburgh, concerning the Bifchops, whom he thought to have bein al- ^unst Bishops. 

togither removed from our Kirk ; whofe words concerning them I have 

heir fett doune, becaus they are fo pertinent to oiur purpofe. It wes 

writtin in Latine, but I have fett it downe in Englilh. That is to 

fay: 

** O my deare Knox, I wold haue yow and the reft of your brethren 
to remember this, quhilk now we may evidentlie behold before our eyes, 
that as Bifchops brought forth and made a Pope, fo thir falfe Bifchops, 
who are nothing but remainders and reli£ls of the papacie, will bring in 
Epicurifme and Atheifme in the world. Let all men, therefore, who 
wifhes the weill of Chrift*s Kirk, efchew fuch a great peft ; and feing 
that yow have baniflied it timeouflie out of Scotland, I pray yow let it 
never have place againe, albeit it carie with it b flattering appearance to 
hold in peace in the Kirk ; for that deceaved many of the beft ancient, 
fathers." 

Our Kirk then preafled to fee the Articles and Heads of the Po- 
licie of the Kirk pradiifed and obeyed, feing that all men feemed to be 
content therwith ; for there wes never any a6l concludit in the Generall 
AfTembhes of the ICirk then, till all men had their doubts refolved to 
them, either be particular conferences or be publi£l reafoning, quhilk 
maid God's worke rightlie to goe fordward; fo that all corruptions 
knowen to be in the minifterie, and alfo vyces among the commoun people, 
wer daylie taken order with. For the Kirk wes ftridUie and weill go- 
verned be Kirk-feflions, in everie particular congregation quher elders 
and deacons could he had qualified for their offices : Then eflerward be 
Prefbytries in cheife tounes ; twentie Minifters, or fewar or moe as the 
bounds of that toime could afford, with ane elder accompanying each 
Minifter, meeting together everie weeke, on a certaine day appoynted ; 
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quherin a portion of Scripture wes opened yp and ezponed be ane of 
tlie faids Minifters ; and another Minifter did deliver do&rines and vfea 
vpon the fame text, and fome tyme two or three wold adde fomething, 
either do6lrine or obfervations, to that quhilk had been fonn^iie 
fpocken, quhilk wes called the exercife of the Minifters ; efter quhilk 
exercife, fidl matters of difcipline belonging to that bounds wer handled : 
Then there wer Provinciall Aflemblies holden twyfe every year, quherin 
all the Minifters of the province or fchyre conveined with their commiflion- 
ers in Apryle and October : And that the Generall Aflemblies mett twyfe 
in the year alfo, and oftner, pro re ncUa ; quherby it came to pafle that 
no pubHdl (inne could efcape cenfuring and punifliment according to the 
weight thereof : For, if a Minifter with his Seffion could not get order 
tane with any offender in his parochine, he wes dilated to the Prefby- 
trie ; and, if the Preftiytrie could not, the Provinciall Aflemblies tooke 
order with it ; and, if that iudicatorie wes not of fufficient authoritie, the 
Generall Aflemblie ended the contraverfie, for, fra that iudicatorie there 
wes no appellation. But, to avoid ambition, preheminence, and tyrannic, 
the Moderators both of Preftiytries and Provincial Aflembfies wer chofen 
out of a leit made twyfe in the year : And, ficklyke, at everie Aflem- 
blie a new Moderator wes chofen ; and quhen he dimitted his place, bee 
taught fome fermon to ftirre vp the brethren to tlieir dueties in their 
callings. 
Asaembij 1575 B^t ^q^ ^q Generall Aflemblie of the Kirk besan more ferioufly to 

caused disput the , • 

lawfuines of fpcakc of the Govemement of the Kirk ; and therefore, in the year of 
and p^»ce,^6 God 1575, the qucftiou wes proponed concerning Bifchops, If their 
.iite'^TALr * ^^^*"^® being. appropriate to fome few and not to all the Minifters, and if 
aaer 9 or 10 As- their authoritic above their brethren and places quhilk they had in the 
th^ (li^ut, Kirk at that tyme, wes lawfull ? For anfwer to the faid queftion, it wes 
]^d'*'f?ncti^'* thoght expedient that fixe Minifters, Mrs Johne Hay, Johne Row, 
werdecUiredTn. David Lyndcfay, for the afiirmative ; Mrs Johne Craig, James Lowfon, 
knowiedged so and Audrow Melvill, for the negative parte ; that the moft learned, holy, 
by themselves, ^^j gravc brethcm fliould reafon that queftion pro and contra^ as their 

light and opinion ferved them for the tyme ; and all the particulars con- 
cerning the faid queftion being difputed and exadilie confidered in nine 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 1,5 

or ten Generall Aflemblies, everie Aflbmblie then vfeing to continew 
two weekes at lead : In end, with the confent of all, yea even of the 
Bifchops themfel ves, they were compted vnlawfiill and vnprofitable to be 
in God's Kirk. And many vther a^ls maid to the fame purpofe, quhilk 
afterward wer riven out of the Regifter of the Generall AiTemblies ; 
yet be God's Providence a principall a6l wes concluded, andremaneth in 
the Bookes publifched to all in the year 1 580 : 

" Foirfameikle as the office of a Bifchop, as it is now vfed and common- Assembly iaso, 
lie taken within this realme, hes no fure warrand, authoritie, or good doone Bischops. 
ground, out of the Scriptures of God, but is brought in be the folie and S^;^'*^' 
corruption of men's inventions, to the great overthrow of the Kirk of »"*> assented 
God : The haill Affemblie of the Kirk, in ane voice, efter libertie given 
to all men to reafon in the mater, none exponing himfelfe in defending 
the faid pretendit office, finds and declaires the famen pretended office, 
vfed and termed as is above faid, vnlawfuU in the felfe, as having neither 
fundament, ground, nor warrand, within the word of God : And or- 
daines all fuch perfons that brookes or ihall brooke the faid office, fhall 
be che^ged Jimpliciter to dimitt, quyte, and leave of the famen, as ane 
office quhervnto they are not called be God ; and ficklyke, to defift and 
ceafe from all preaching, miniftration of the Sacraments, and vfeing any 
way the office of Paftors, whill they receave de novo admiffion be the 
Generall AfTemblie, vnder the paine of excommunication to be vfed 
againft them ; quherin if they be found difTobedient, or contravene this 
a6t in any poynt, the fentence of excommunication, efter dew admoni- 
tions, to be vfed againft them : And for the better execution of the faid 
a6t, it is ordained that a Provinciall Aflemblie (hall be holden in everie 
province where any vfurped Bifchops are, beginning the 18 day of Au- 
guft next to come ; quherto they ihall be called and fumoned, be the 
Vifitouris of the faids provinces, to compeir before the Aflemblies ; and 
namelie, the Bifchop of St Andrews to compeir in St Andrews, the Bif- 
chop of Aberdeen in Aberdeen ; the Bifchop of Glafgow in Glafgow ; 
the Bifchop of Murray in Elgin ; to give obedience to the faid aft : 
Quhilk [if] they refufe to doe, that the faid Provincial Aflemblie (hall 
appoynt certaine brethren of their Minifterie to give them publi6l admo- 
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nitions out of the pulpits, and wame them, incafe they difobey, to com- 
pair before the next Generall Affemblie to be holden at Edinburgh the 
20 day of 06tober next to come, to heare the fentence of excommunica- 
tion pronounced againft them for their difobedience.*' And to this aft 
the Bifchop of Dumblane agried, fubmitting himfelfe to be ruled therby . 



It is to be confidered, that the King's Majefties Commiffioners wer 
prefent at the makeing of the faid a6ls, and agried therto ; and that all 
Bifchops wer removed out of the Kirk, and from their places (hortlie 
efter this ; only the King and his counfell advyfed with the Generall 
Aflembly how votes ftiould be fupplied in Parliament for the Bifchops, 
and how their oflSces fliould be difcharged in their courts, feing they wer 
reckoned the thrid eftate now in Scotland : And, efter long advyfement, 
great difputation being had, the Kirk concludit that there fould be com- 
miffioners of Minifters fent fix>m the Generall Aflemblie at all times 
needfull, both to vote in Parliament, and affid the King and his coun- 
cell in Conventions ; and as for the execution of their civile and criminal] 
iurifdiftions, the heretable bailives fliould fuppliethat part. Quherwith 
the King and counfell wer content, defireing alwayes that at everie Par- 
liament the Generall Aflemblie fliould meit fome day before it, that they 
might advyfe what a£ls were convenient to be needed for the propaga- 
tion of true Religion and liberties of the true Kirk ; quhilk wes granted, 
and meikle good done thereby, and [as ?] fundiie afts of fundrie Parlia- 
ments now in writt evidentlie dedaires. 

Not many yeares after this, when the Kirk had gotten fome quyetnes, 
and yet perceaving defedtion to be comeing fail on, thought it neidfull 
and expedient to prevent the famen, to pen a more particular Confeffion 
of Faith then wes fett doune at firft, commonlie called <^ The King's 
Confeffion ;'* and for the exadtnes and worthines thereof, is meikle 
coimted of in all other Chriflian Kirks profeffing flnceritie, and tranf- 
lated in many and diverfe languages, wherby this Kirk of Scotland, be 
their great oath, renunces all the corruptions in other kirks ; and pro- 
mifes, in God's prefence, to keepe ftill the profeffion and pradlife of that 
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trae Religion^ in do6hine and difcipline ; quhilk then the King and all 
his fubie6fcs (true members of this reformed Kirk) did profefle and 
daylie pra3;ife. And fo Minifters wer charged be the King and his 
Cooncell to be carefull to fee that all their parochiners might fubfcrive 
and fweare to the faid Confeffion of Faith, the quhilk the King and his 
Councell had firfl fubfcrived, and to the quhilk they had fwome. Which 
diligence of M inifters did much good ; for they laboured divers yeares 
to get the oathes and fubfcriptions of all that would be rightlie informed 
be them to ftand ynto the faid Confeffion of Faith ynto their lyves end. 

This Confeffion following wes printed aad openlie fett out to all, at the 
King and Councell's command, when this Kirk of Scotland wes rightlie 
reformed, and all corruptions put to the doores, and religion gloriouflie 
flourifheing both in dodlrine aad difcipline. 

ANE SCHORT AND GENERALL CONFESSION OF THE TRUE CHRISTIAN 1580. 

FAITH AND RELIGION, ACCORDING TO GOD's WORD, AND ACTS OF fegJton of FWUi 

PARLIAMENT, SUBSCRIVED BE THE KING*S MAJESTIE AND HIS HOUS- ^P«>v«nbyhw 

HOLD, WITH SUNDRIE OTHERS, TO THE GLORIE OF GOD AND GOOD ing U yeirs old. 
BXAlfPLE OP ALL MEN, AT EDIN*, THE 28 DAY OF JA*^, THE YEAR 
OF GOD 1580, AND 14 YE ARE OF HIS MAJESTIE's REIGNE.* 

<* We all, and ewerie one of ws wndervritten, proteft that after long and 
dew examination of owre Confciences in matteris of true aad falfe reU- 
gioun, are now throchly refolued in the trueth, by the Worde and 
Sprit of God : And therefore we beleue with owre heartis, confefle with 
owre mouthes, fubfcrywe with owre handis, aad conftantly aflSrme before 
God and the whole world, That this onely is the true Chriftiane Fayth 

* As the sereral MSS. vary condderablj from each other, it has beea deemed expedient, in gtmg a 
transcript of this highly important document, to insert, in this place, a literal copy from the original^ 
which has fortonately been preserved in the Advocates* Library, endorsed—" Covenant snbscryved 
be King James, of worthie memorie, and his honshold, 28 Jan. 1580. Sent frome Somer in France be 
Monsenr . . . . to my Lord Soottistarvett, in Aug. 1641." A copy of this intereatbg paper 
is also to be found in '< The Booke of the Universall Kirk of Scotland," now in the course of pnbli- 
cadon by the Bannatyne and Maitland Clubs. 

C 
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and Religion, pleafing God and bringing faluation to man, quhilk is now, 
by the mercy of God, reweled to the world by the preaching of the bleff- 
ed Ewangell ; and is receaued, beleued, and defended by manie and fin* 
drie notable Kyrkis and realmes ; but chiefly by the Kyrk of Scotland, 
the Kingis Maieftie, and three Eftatis of this Realme, as Godis etemall 
trueth and onely ground of our Saluation, as more particulerly is exprefled 
in the Confeffion of owre Fayth, ftabliihed and publi6lly confirmed by 
findrie A6lis of Perlamentis, and now of a long tyme hath bene openly 
profefled by the Kingis Maieftie, and whole body of this Realme both in 
brught and land ; To the quhilk Confeflion and Forme of Religion we 
willingly agree in owre confcience in all poyntis, as wnto Godis wndoubt- 
ed trueth and weritie, grounded onely wpon his written Worde : And 
therefore we abhorre and deteft all contrarie religion and do6lrine ; but 
chiefly all kynd of papiftrie in generall, and particular headis, ewen as 
they are now damned and confuted by the Worde of God, and Kirk of 
Scotland : But in fpecale we deteft and refufe the uruiped authoritie of 
that Romane Antichrift wpon the Scriptures of God, wpon the Kirk, the 
Ciwill Magiftrate, and confcience of men ; all his tyrranous lawes made 
wpon indifferent thinges agaynft owre Chriftiane libertie ; his erroneous 
do£lrine agaynft the fufiiciencie of His written Worde, the perfe£)ion of 
the Lawe, the office of Chrift and his blefled Ewangell ; his corrupted 
do6trine concemyng originall fynne, owre natundtiimili^e and rebeUi<m 
to godlines, owre juftificatioun by fayth onely, owre imperfeS; fan£tificar 
tion and obedience to the Law ; the nature, number, and wfe of the 
holie Sacramentis ; his fywe baflard Sacramentis, with all his ritis, cere- 
moneis and falfe do£lrine, added to the miniftration of the true Sacra- 
mentis without the Worde of God ; his cruell judgement agaynft infantis 
deperting without the Sacrament ; his abfolute necefiitie of baptifme ; his 
blafphemous opinion of tranflubftantiation, or reall prefence of Chrift*s 
body in the Elements, and receawing of the fame by the wicked, or bodeis 
of men ; his difpenfationeis with folemnes othes, penuries, and degreis 
of manage forbidden in the Worde ; his crueltie agaynft the innocent 
deuorced ; his diwiliflie Mes ; his blafphemous priefthood ; his prophane 
facrifice for the fynnes of the dead and the quyck ; his canonization of 
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men, calling wpon angelis and fainftis deperted ; worlhiping of imagrie, 
reliques and croces ; dedicating of kyrkis, altaris, dayis ; woues to crear 
tures ; his purgatorie, prayeris for the dead, praying or fpeaking in a 
ftrange langwage ; with his proceflioimis and blafphemous Letanie, and 
multitude of Aduocatis or M ediatoreis ; his manifold ordoures ; auricu- 
lar confeffion ; his defpered and wncertayne repentance ; his general! and 
doubtfome Fayth ; fatilfadlioneis of men for theyr fynnes ; his juilifica- 
tion by workes ; his cpus opefraium workes of fupererogation, mentis, 
pardons, perigrinationes, and ftationeis ; his holy water, baptifyng of 
bellis, cungering of fpritis, crocing, faning, anoynting, coniuring, hallowing 
of Godis good creatures, with the fuperiiitious opinion joyned therewith ; 
his worldie monarchic, and wicked hierarchic ; his three folemne woues, 
with all his fliawelinges of fyndrie fortes ; his erroneous and bloodie 
decretes made at Trent, with all the fubfcryweris and approweris of 
that cruell and bloodie band, coniured agaynft the Kyrk of God. And 
finally, we deteft all his wane allegories, ritis, fignes, and traditioneis 
broght in the Kyrk, without or agaynft the Worde of God, and do6irine 
of this true reformed Kyrk ; to the quhilk we joyne owrefelues willingly, 
in dd6lrine, fayth, religion, difcipline, and wfe of the holie Sacramentis, 
as lyuely memberis of the fame in Chrift owre Head : promifing and 
fuearing by the great name of the Lord owre God; That we (hall con- 
tinue in the obedience of the dodlrine and difcipline of this Kyrk, 
and fhall defend the fame according to owre wocation and pouer, all the 
dayes of owre hues, wnder the paines conteyned in the Law, and danger 
both of body and faule in the day of Godis fearfull judgement. And 
feing that manie are ftyrred wp by Satan, and that Romane Antichrift, 
to promife, fueare, fubfcryue, and for a tyme wfe the hoUe Sacramentis 
in the Kyrk deceatfully, agaynft there owne confcience ; mynding heire- 
by, fyrft^ wnder the extemall clok of the religion, to corrupt and fub- 
uert fecredy Godis true religion within the Kirk ; and afterward, when 
tyme may ferue, to become open enemeis and perfecutoris of the fame, 
wnder wane hope of the Papis difpenfation, diuifed agaynft the Vorde of 
God, to his greater confufion, and theyr dowble condemnation in the day 
of the Lord Jefus : We therefore, willing to tak away all fufpition of hypo- 
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crifie, and of fyk dowble dealing with God and his Kirk, proteft and 
call the Searcher of all heartis for witnes, that owre myndis and heaitia 
do fullely agree with this owre ConfeflSon, promife, otbe and fubfcrip- 
tion ; fo that we are not moved for any worldly refpedt, bot are per- 
fwaded onely in owre confcience, throught the knawledge and lowe of 
Godis true religion, prented in oure heartis by the Holy Sprit, as we 
ihall anfwer to Him in the day, when the fecretis of all heartis fludbe 
difclofed. And becaule we perceaue that the quietnes and ftabilitie of 
owre Religion and Kirk doth depend wpon the fawetie and good beha- 
viour of the Kyngis Maieftie, as wpon ane confortable inftrument of 
Godis mercy grawnted to this cowntrey, for the mainteining of his Kyrk, 
and miniftration of Juftice amongis ws ; We proteft and promife fo- 
lemnetly with oure hoards, vnder the fame othe, hand writ, and panes, 
that we ihall defend his perfone and authoritie with owre geyr, bodyes 
and lyues, in the defence of Criftis Euangell, libertie of owre coimtrey, 
miniftration of juftice, and puniflunent of iniquitie, agaynft all enemeis, 
within this realme or without, as we defyre owre God to be a ftrong and 
meicyfull defender to ws, in the day of owre death, and cuming of oure 
Ijord Jefus Chrift : To whome, with the Father and the Holie l^rit, be 
all honour and glorie eternally. Amen. 



JAMES R. 



Mr JoHNE Crag. 
Jhon Duncanson. 

MiCUAELL ElPHINSTOUN. 
p. YOWNG. 

Robert Ersktnb. 

James Elphinstoun. 

S. BoRTHiK, vithe hand and hart. 

Wel^ame Crag. 

Jhone Mordo. 

James Coluill of Eft Wemes. 

George Douglas. 

AlEX». DUREMk 



Walter Steuart, Pryorb of 

Blanttre. 
ViLLiAM Ruthen off Ballau- 

dane. 
Jhon Scrtmgeour, 3^wnger 

off Glafwall. 
William Morray. 
Dauid Murray. 
James Frasser. 
Lenox, 
mortounb. 
Both WELL. 
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Abotll. Allans L. Cathcartt. 

RUTHYEN. ViLLIAM ScHAW. 

Robert Stewart. James Steuart. 

Seton. All». Seytown. 

R. Dumfermlino. J. Chishle. 

P. Mr of Gray. Richard Heriot. 

Cathcart. Maister Thomas Hamilton. 

James Halyburtoun. Waltir Kyer." 

James L. Ogiluy. 

[Seeing that Wee and our houfehold have fubfcribed and given this 
piiblick Confeffione of our Faith, to the good exemple of our fubje£ts : 
We command and charge all Commiffioners and Miniilers, to crave the 
fame Confeffione of their parifhoners, and to proceed againft the refiifers 
according to our laws, and order of the Kirk, delivering their names and 
lawfull procefs to the Minifters of our houfe, with all haft and dilligence, 
under the pain of fourtie pound to be taken from their ftipends, that We, 
with advice of our Councel, may take order with fuch proud contemners 
of God and oiur laws. Subfcribed with our hand at Halyrudhoufe, the 
fecond day of March 1580, the 14 year of our Reigne.] 



It wer Weill if this Confession of Faith wer knowen and approven ; 
yet be all the Kirk, then at this tyme being weiU governed, the Kirk* 
feffions, Prefbyteries, Provinciall and Generall Aflemblies, there wes no 
publifit vyce tollerate either in the court or in the countrey, ftrick lawes 
and rules wer fett downe for Minifters how they ihould give themfelves 
to continwall ftudie and learning, and what tryalls they Ihould vndergee 
before their admiffion to the miniftrie ; the Kirk vfing fafting and prayer 
that day quherin a Minifter wes admitted ; the whole number of the 
brethren of that Preft)ytrie, and the whole c<mgregation giving their 
confent all prefent ; and after fermon, impofition of hands wes made be 
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all the miniftrie there conyeined ; then wes he ordained, and commanded 
(all other things being done quhilk wes requyred of him) to attend and 
waite dUigentlie vpon his calling, and threatned with great punilhment 
if he fhould doe otherwayes ; and lawes wer maid concerning a Minifter*8 
behaviour either privatlie, being vnmaried, or publi6Uie in his familie 
and with his people ; and how he fliould be grave and modeft in his ap- 
parell, and quhat bodilie exercifes he might moderatlie vfe, and quhat 
he fhould abftaine from ; yea, it wes then enabled, that if any man (bould 
vfe worldlie moyen to get a place in the miniftrie, he fould be counted 
retis ambitus, and excludit from the miniftrie, till he fiiould fiiew better 
tokens of holinefle and fandlification ; awaiting and continwallie exercife- 
ing his gift whill God's Kirk and fome congregation eameftlie foght 
him. 

Thir lawes and good inftitutions did much promove and fett forward 
true Religion, the Kirk being then carefull that no vnworthie perfons 
fhould be admitted to the miniftrie, and that the beft gifted men fhould 
be placed in principall tounes and choife congregations in the king- 
dome. 

1689. ^^^ ^^ happie eftate of the Kirk continowed not long ; for, in the year 

M' P**^^ j^^ of God 1589, or therby, M' Patrick Adamfone, then minifter of St An- 

Andrews, began drcws, a leamcd man and a great preacher, having obtained, long before 

Hrk^bttt WW *^^» * ff^ ^^ *^® Bifchoprick of St Andrews from the Regent for the 

opposed by M' tvmc, held the Kirk in a great trouble, offering to prove the lawfrilnes 

Andrew MeWiU. •V -rii • i t /ni 

of that office. But he not getting that done, (for whatever he taught 
publi£llie concerning that fubje6t in the Kirk, quhilk was not warranted 
be God*s word, M^ Andrew Melvill, then Do6lor of Theologie in the 
New Colledge, pubUAlie in his lefTons refiiited him, and the Prefbytrie 
was alfo cenfuring him, ) he wes forced to keepe himfelfe quyet, quhill 
he finds his oune opportunitie, and the King and the Court to favour his 
purpofe ; yet durft he not at the firft openlie (hew himfelfe, for feir of 
the cenfures of the Kirk, (for at that tyme the name and office of a 
Bifchop wes deteftable almoft to all. ) 

It pleafed the King, therefore, to fend for him to come to him to Ed'. 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 23 

that he might teach puhli£tlie there, that the people might heare him, 
thinkeing that they would be pleafed with his do6trine ; but the ordinar 
Miniiler of Edinburgh, M' Johne Coupar, being in the pulpit, and 
awaiting vpon the King's comeing, fo foone as the King wes placed in 
his feat, and the Bifchop of St Andrews convoyed with the King's 
Guard to the doore of the pulpit, the King demanded the Miniiler of 
Ed', to come doune out of the pulpit, and let the Bifchop of St Andrews 
come yp and preach : To the quhilk the Minifter anfwered, that he wes 
prepaired to teach that day, as being his ordinar day, ^^ and if your Ma- 
jefUe will, I would faine (faid he) doe God's worke prefentlie." But 
the King replyed, " I will not hear yow this day ; I command yow goe 
doune, and lett M' Patrick Adamfone come vp and preach." (Belyke 
the King remembred that he fhould not call him Bifchop of St Andrews, 
feing the afils of the Kirk were ftrait againft them. ) Therefore the 
Minifter of Edinburgh obeyed, and went doune out of the pulpit ; and 
then the Bifchop. of St Andrews came vp, and efter the Englifh forme 
began to beck in low courtefie to the King, (quher the cuftome of this 
Kirk wes, firft to preach and doe God's worke, and then, efter fermon, 
to give reverence particularlie to the King.) But, foon efter the 
Bifchop wes entred into the pulpit, all the people in the great Kirk of 
Edinburgh gave fuch a ihout and cry as nothing could be heard ; and 
all, almoft, ran out of the Kirk, efpeciallie the women ; none ahnoft re- 
mained but they who wer with the King, and fome nobles and gentle- 
men in the Lords' loft, and the Proveft and Councell of Edinburgh, fit- 
ting ftill in their loft ; quhilk made tlje King cry out, " What Devill 
ailles the people that they may not ftay to heare a man preach !" He 
taught, indeed, that day with great fear, and wes put among the King's 
Guard, that none ihould doe him harme, and fo taken downe to the 

Abey. 

Not long after this, when he came back to St Andrews, the Provin- 
dall Aflemblie of Fyfe meeting there, entred in procefle againft him 
vpon fome fure grounds quhilk the Prefbytrie of St Andrews had layd 
doune againft him ; and finding him to have taken vpon him that vnlaw- 
full office to be a Bifchop in this Kirk againft the a6ls of the Generall 
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Aflemblie, they excommunicat him; albeit, at the King's majeftie*B 
earned defyre, hia excommunication wes not folemnlie publifched, but 
in a part retreated, vpon certaine conditions as wer proponed to be per- 
formed be him ; quhUk conditions he never wold performe. Thus the 
knowledge of his excommunicatioun comeing to men*s eares, and he 
being in great debt, he wes regiftnit at the King's home, and ciedi- 
tours came and tooke out all the plenifliing of his houfe. He, in this 
meane tyme, alfo fell into a pittifull difeafe, called caninus apetttusj and 
wes continwallie himgrie, yet hardlie could get fo much intertainment as 
to flaike him, his credit being loft ; but that they whom he loved moift in 
former tymes wer now his beft freinds to pitie his owtward eftait, and fur- 
niiht him daylie with meat and drinke, yea, and other neceflaries alfo. 
Then, in the year of God 1591, quhen he had bein long vnder ficknes, 
and wes now growing verie weake, and his confcience wakening vpon him, 
the ProvinciaU Aflemblie meeting againe in St Andrews in the moneth 
of Aprile, he fent fome brethren to the Aflemblie, defyring eameftlie to 
be receaved in favour with them ; and be certaine Articles quhilk he 
gave in, written in Latine, that he acknowledged that he had highlie of- 
fended God in fundrie things. Quhilk articles he fubfcryved with his 
owne hand ; and thefe are fome of them quhilk appertaines chieflie to 
our purpofe. *^ Quod Ecclefiae regendse rationem monarchicam confti- 
tuerim, et regnis terrenis (imilem, me pecaiTe agnofco. Quod inde Epif- 
copatum vt imperium vni uico epifcopos qui squali iure erant et efle de- 
bebant intulerim, in eo peccatum etiam agnofco. Quod viros Ecclefiaf- 
ticos regio mandato fubiecerim, etiam in rebus Ecclefiafticis peccafle me 
agnofco. Quod prefbyterium delirium hmnanum putaverim, et onmibus 
ita haberi voluerim, veniam peto.'* 

Whilk Articles, after the AfTemblie had read and confidered them, 
[there were] fent fome of the brethren to him, defyring him to declair his 
mynd more fullie, and that in Englifti, that all might know his true repent- 
ance ; for running fo far in evill coiurfes as he had done, that the Affem- 
blie might be the better moved to pittie him, and relax him fra that fear- 
full fentence of excommunication that he lay vnder ; quhilk counfell he 
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willinglie followed. And therefore, becaus Mr Patrick Adamfone's Re- 
cantation, quhilk he fett doune himfelfe, wes efterwards printed, and 
the knowledge thereof may doe much good to thofe that will obferve 
God's dealling with his enemies, for the weill of his Kirk, I will firft fett 
doune the printed Epiftle, and then the Recantation itfelfe, with fuch 
things as followed therevpon. ' The printer calles this following Recan- 
tation PsEUDO Episcopomastix. 

** THE PRINTER TO THE READER. 

" After that the juft copie of this Recantation (good reader) came fun- 
drie tymes to my hands, in wreat, I was moved at lafl, for the great be- 
nefite of many, to put it in print, as a worthie monument of God's 
mercie towards his Kirk in iuftifieing the righteous cans thereof, and in 
condemning the crooked courfe of all forts of adverfars ; and that fo 
plainlie and mightilie, that it cannot be denyed but to be done by the 
verie finger of God himfelfe, and not by the wit or policie of man : For 
howfoever fome evill affedled perfons, adverfaries to Chriftian difcipline, 
furmife this Recantation to have been craftilie procured, i§ rather vio- 
lentlie enforced by the policie of the contrarie partie, (as they fpeake ;) 
yet the credit of the worfchipfull and faithfuU witnefles yet alive, that 
teilifie the trueth thereof by their hand writts and fubfcriptions, accord- 
ing as the thing with the haill circumftances thereof wes done in their 
fight and hearing, as heirefter truelie is fett doune, plainly proveth the 
worke to be of God and not of man. Which thing, as it ought to move 
the godlie to ane earnefi; thankfgiving for foe rare and great a benefite, 
fo it fliould wordillie terrific the adverfaries of all forts from farder ftryv- 
ing againft the trueth of Chriftian difcipline, no leflTe iuftified heir by 
their oune mouth (as it wer) then wes David's innocencie by the mouth 
of Saul, when he faid, "Is this thy voice, my fone David? Thow art 
more righteous than I ! '* Which more cleired David and condemned 
Saul than if either David himfelfe or any of his freinds, by word or writt, 
had taken vpon them to make his apologie. For this recanter wes 
no meane adverfarie to true difcipUne, or any of the commoun fort, 
but a cheife ringleader, evin one that was inftalled vnited to the highefl: 
Antechriftian (if not Heathnifli, efter the manor of Flamin and Archifla- 

D 
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min) dignitie in Scotland ; fo in will, diligence, and all indttftrie, n^oti- 
ating againft trae reformation, none either did or wes able to match him, 
whofe extorted and conftrained Confeffion, by the hand of God, though 
voluntarie in regaird of men, as wrefted out of the mouth of one ci the 
cheifeft in name of all the reft, fliould move all of his coate and com- 
plices to kick no more againft prickes, left otherwayes continowing, with 
Saul, in perfecuting David againft their oune confciencea, they be 
brought (in God*8 righteous judgment) at laft to feme tragicall and mi- 
ferable end in this life, and to etemall torments in the world to come : 
Which is fpocken, not fo much in regaird of fuch grave and learned fa- 
thers as, not of ambition, but through the iniuries of the tyme for holding 
out evill perfons from thefe dignities, who would make havocke of the 
Church, and for ftaying the furie of the ftorme of perfecution of the 
brethren, which otherwayes, no doubt, wold enfue, ar contentit, (being 
callit,) for the quyetnes of the Church, to accept for ane interim that im- 
pure and monftrouflie mangled miniftrie of things that otherwayes ar meer 
ajlfjljlata^ [«#vr«r«,] as we fay, and not competent in one perfon, to witt, a 
contemptible minifteriall fervice, making men to be counted the afflcoure- 
ing of the world, and a lordlie pompous govemement lyke to that of the 
nations, plainly forbidden by Chrift in thefe words : <^ Vas autem nonjic^^ 
— << but yow ihall not be fo." — To thefe men, I fay, who will be readie 
vpon all occafions to further reformation, the former threatnings iq>per- 
tained not fo much, as to the malicious perfecutors of the true miniftrie, 
vnder the name of Fathers of the Church, for mentainance of their am- 
bition. 

<' Imprinted in July 1591.*' 



FOLLOWBS M* PATBICK ADAMSON's BBCANTATION, AS HE SETT IT DOUNE 
HIMSELFE, AND SUBSCRIVED THE SAMEN, AND SENT IT TO THE PBO- 
VINCIALL ASSEMBLIE THEN MET AT SAINCT ANDRBWBS, IN THE 
MONETH OF APEILE, 1591. 

1591. 

AdMMD^ " Brethren, vnderftanding the fliarpe proceedings of the AflembUe in 

conution. my coutrair, and being withholden with ficknes from prefenting my felfe 
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before yow» that I might give confeffion of that do6bine quherin I hope 
that <7od fiiall call me ; and that, at his plefour, I might depairt in ane 
vnitie of Chriftian faith, I thought good by write to vtter the famen to 
your wifdomes, and lykeway to crave your godlie wifdom's affiftance, 
not for the reftitution of any worldlie pompe or preheminence, quhilk I 
litle now refpedi, but to remove from me the fclanders that are raifed in 
this countrey concerning the variance of doffcrine, fpeciallie vpon my 
pairt ; quherin I proteft, before God, that I have only a fingle refpe6i: to 
His glorie, and by His grace I fiiall abyde heirin to my lyve's end. 

<< Firft, I confefle the true do6lrine of Chriftian Religion to be publidt- 
lie taught and rightlie anunced within this realme ; and deteafts all papif- 
trie and fuperftition, and lykewayes (blefled be God!) I have detefted 
the famen in my heart the fpace of 30 yeares, fince it pleafed God to 
give me the knowledge of the trueth ; quherin I have walked vprightlie, 
as weiU heir as in other countreys, as the I>ord beareth me record, vntill 
thefe laft dayes, quherin, partlie for ambition and vaine glorie to be pre- 
ferred before my brethren, and partlie for covetoufnes, I have poflefled 
greedilie the pelffe of the Kirk, I did vndertake this office of Arch- 
bifchoprick, quhairin iuftlie the finceareft profeflburs of the Word have 
found fault, and have condemned the famen as impertinent to the office 
of a fincere paftor of God*s Word : And albeit men wold collour the 
famen and the imperfections thereof by diverfe cloakes, yet the famen 
cannot be conceilled from the fpirituall eyes of the faithfiill ; neither can 
the men of God, when they are put to their confcience, diflemble the 
&men. 

'^ Next, I confefle that I wes in ane erroneous opinion, that I beleived 
the govemement of the Kirk to be lyke the kingdomes of the earth, 
plaine contrare to the comandement of our Matter, Chrift ; and the 
monarchic, quhairby the Kirk is governed, not to be only in the perfone 
of our Saviour Chrift, as indeid it is, but in the Minifters, who are but 
vaflales vnder him, in ane equalitie among them felves. 

<< Thirdlie, that I maried the Earle of Huntlie contrair to the comande- 
ment of the Kirk, without the confeffion of his faith and profeffion of 
fincere doftrine of the Word. 
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^* I repent, and craves God*s pardon, that I travelled both by reafoning 
and otherwayes to fubie£t the Kirkmen to the Kuig*8 ordinance in things 
that apperteine to Ecclefiafticall maters, and things of confcience, 
quhairvpon enormities have fallen forth in this countrey. 

^' I a(k God*s mercie that I beleived and fo taught the Prefbytrie to be 
a foolifh invention, and wold have it fo efteemed of all men ; quhilk is 
ane ordinance of Chrift. I crave God pardon. 

^^ Farder, I fubmitt my felfe to the mercie of God and iudgment of the 
Aflemblie, not meafuring my offences by my owne felfe, nor infirmities 
by my oune engyne, but vnto the good iudgment of the Kirk ; quhair- 
vnto alwayes I fubmitt my felfe, and befeekes yow to make interceflSon 
to God for me ; and to the King, that I may have fome moyen to live 
and con fume the reft of this my wretched tyme, for winning of whofe 
favours (which fooliflilie I thought thereby to obtaine) I committed all 
thefe errors. 

*< And quhair I am burdened to be the fetter forth of the booke called 
The King's Declaration, quhairin the haill ordour of the Kirk is con- 
demned and traduced, I proteft before God that fo I wes conmiandit to 
write the famen by the Chancelour for the tyme, but cheiflie by N. (ane 
other great courteoiu:, ) who himfelfe penned in the fecond a6t of parlia- 
ment concerning the power and audtoritie of Judicature to be abfolutlie 
in the King's power, and that it (hould not be lawfull to any fubjedt to 
reclaime fra the famen, vnder the penaltie of the a£l, quhilk I fuppofe 
wes treafon. 

<^ Item, quhair it is alleadged that I fliould have condemned the doc- 
trine anunced and taught by the miniftrie of Edinburgh, and to have al- 
lowed only concerning obedience to the Prince, I confefTe and proteft be- 
fore God that I never vnderftood, nor yet know, any thing but finceritie 
and vprightnes in the do£lrine of the Minifters of Edinburgh in that 
poynt, nor any vther. 

" Farther, I confefle I was the author of the a6l difchaigeing the Mi- 
nifters' ftipends that did not fubfcrive thefe a6ls of parliament, quhair- 
with God hath iuftlie recompenfed my felfe. 

^* As for any violent courfe, it is knowen weill enough who wes the 
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author thereof; and my parte wes tryed of the imprifomnent of M' 
Nieoll Dalgleifli, M' Patrick Melvill, and M' Thomas Jack. 

"Moreover, I confefle I wes more bufie with fome Bifchops in England, 
in prejudice of the difcipline of our Kirk, (partlie when I wes there, and 
partlie by mutuall intelligence, fince,) nor became a good Chriftian, 
meikle lefle a faithfuU paRor ; neither is there any thing that more 
aihamed me, then my often deceaving and abuidng of the Kirk heire 
before, by my confeflions, fubfcriptions, proteftations, and others fic- 
lyke ; quhilk be farr from me now, and others heirafter. Amen." 

Thir Articles being fubfcryvit and fent into the Aflemblie, the Aflem- 
blie defyred to be refolved of fome things. To the quhilkis he anfwered 
after this manor : 

" As for your wifdomes' defires to have my owne opinion concerning 
the booke of the Declaration of the King's Intention, the famen is at 
lenth declaired in my Confeflion to fome brethren ; quhairin I have con- 
demned it, lykeas be thir prefentis I doe condemne the famen. 

" As quhair yow requyre, Quhat became of the Booke of the Generall 
Aflemblies ? Quhilk I had preferved whole, vnto the returning of the 
Lords and Miniilrie out of England ; and if I had not preferved them, 
my Lord of Arran intended to have caften them in the fyre. And vpon 
a certaine day, in Falkland, before they wer delyvered to the King's Ma- 
ieftie, the Bifchop of Aberdein, accompanied with M*^ Henrie Hamilton, 
reave fome leaves, and deilroyed fuche things as made againft our eflate ; 
and without my oune fpeciall allowance. 

" As for the bookes quhilkis I have fett forth : I have fett forth a Com- 
mentar vpon the firft Epiftle of Paul to Timothie, quhilk I did dire£l to 
the King's Maieflie, and keeped no exemplar befyde me ; but vnder- 
ftands that M*^ Johne Geddie gatt the famen from the King, and lent it 
to M' Robert Hepbume : Quherin, I confefTe, there are diverfe things 
contained quhilks are offenfive, and tends to allow the eftates of Bifchops 
otherwayes then God's word can fuffer ; and, therefore^ I condemne the 
famen. 

*' Farder, I made mention in my preface vpon the Apocalypfe, that I 
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ihould write a booke called PfiUus ; but, being prevented by difeafe, 
God wold not fuffer me to finiflie it, and the litle thing that wes written 
I deftroyed it. 

*^ I have alfo fet forth the booke of Job, with the Apocalypfe, and La- 
mentations of Jeremie, all in verfe, to be printed in England. 

** As for my intention, I am not difpofed nor in abihtie to wreat any 
thing at this tyme ; and, if it pleafed God that I were reftoired to my 
health, I wold change my ftyle, as Caietanus did at the Counfell of 
Trent. 

^' As quher yow requyre concerning a booke latelie fett foorth in Eng- 
land, called Suttlivius, againft this forme and ordour of Prefbytries, If I 
wes partaker with it, or had knowledge who fett it forth ? Verilie, I am 
ignorant, but be the title of the booke ; and knowes not the man, nor hes 
no intelligence thereof : But, if it pleafe God to give me dayes, I ihould 
write in his contrair to the maintenance of his contrair confeffion. 

^^ Prayes the brethren to be reconciled with me ; and, in token of their 
vnitie and forgivnes, becaus health fuffers me not to come over to the 
CoUedge, quhilk I wold gladlie doe to aike God and yow foigivenes, that 
it wold pleafe yow to repaire hither that I may doe it heir. 

'^ Farder, it wold pleafe yow to interceid to the King's Maiefty, that if 
God fliall pleafe to fpair a litle whyle my wretched dayes, I may have 
fome fide quyet moyen to five ; for it is not as fome men reports. Fi- 
naUie, I doe promife to fatiffie the brethren of Edinburgh, or any other 
Kirk in this reahne, according to a good confcience, in quhatfoever they 
find themfelves offendit, and contrair to the Word of God, in any of my 
fpeaches, a6iions, or proceedings that have proceided from me. 

** Thir pages before written, dyted be me M' Patrik Adamfone, and 
written at my conmiand be my fervitour M' Samuell Cunyng- 
hame, and be his hand drawin in the blankes, I fubfcrive with my 
oune hand as acknowledged be me in finceritie of confcience, in 
God's prefence, before thir witnefles directed to me firom the Pro- 
vinciall AflembUe, becaus of my inhabifitie of bodie to repair to- 
wards them. 

{SicfuhfcribUur) M* PAT. ADAMSONE. 
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James Montpennie of Pitmillie, younger. 

S' JoHNE Mblvill of GraDtone. 

Androw Wood of Strawithie. 

David Murray, portioner of Ardett. 

David Fergussone, Miniiler at Dunfennling. 

M* W« Murray, Minifter at Dyfert, 

M' Robert Wilkie. 

M' David Spens. 

M' David Russell. 

M' John Caldcleuch.*' 

This Aflemblie, feing and confidering this his Recantation, and know- 
ing what greife that pamphlet, called The King's Declaration, wes to 
the godlie, and how the enemies of the difcipline of the Kirk reioyced 
therat, as if it had been his Majeftie's owne propper refolution and will, 
quherof the contrair wes weill knowne : Concludes that it wes expedient 
that M' Patrik Adamfone ihould take that bo6ke, and, with his owne 
hand, wreat and fubfcryve in the margine thereof his oune iudgment to 
everie head and article thereof, condemning the famen, quhilk wes wor- 
thie to be condemned. And therefore fent fome brethren to him, who 
gave him the faid booke, quhilk he receaved with promife to doe the 
famen with the help of the brethren that (hould pervfe it with him, be- 
caus of his prefent infirmitie. 



M» PATRICK ADAMSONE's OUNE ANSWER AND REFUTATION OF THE 
BOOKB PALSLIE CALLED THE KINO*8 DECLARATION. 

^^ I have enterpryfed, of meere remorfe of confcience, to wreat againft 
a booke called *Tlie Declaration of the King's Maieftie's Intention,' 
albeit it contained litle or nothing of the King's owne intention, but of 
my owne, at the tyme of the wreating thereof, for the corrupt intention 
of fuch as, for that tyme, wer about tiie King, and abufed his minoritie,. 
Of the quhilk booke, and the contents thereof, compyled be me, at the 
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command of fome cheife courteours for the tyme, as is before faid, I 
(hall (hortlie declair my opinion, as the infirmitie of feeknes and weake- 
nes of memorie wiU permitt. 

^^ Firft, In the haill booke is nothing contained but aflertiona of lies, af- 
cryving to the King's Maieftie that quherof he wes not culpable ; for, 
albeit, as the tyme went, his Maieftie could have fuffered thofe things to 
. have bein publifched in this realme, yet his Maieftie wes never of that 
nature to have revyled any men's perfons, or to vpbraid any man with 
calumnies, quherof there ar a number contained in that booke. 

^^ Secondlie, In the declaration made of the fecond a6t of parliament, 
there is mention maid of M' Andrew Melvill and his preachings, moft 
wrongfullie condemned, in fpeciall, as fadlious and feditious ; albeit, his 
Maieftie hes a lyvelie tryell of that man his fidelitie in all his preachings. 
True it is, he is eameft and zealous, who can abyde no corruption, 
quhilk I moft vnadvyfedlie attributed to a fyrie and fait humour ; for his 
Maieftie allowed weiU of him, and knew the things that wer alleadged 
of him to have been falfe and contryved treacherie. There ar contained 
in that 2^ a6t of parliament diverfe other falfe intentions for to deforme 
the Miniftrie, and to bring the Kirk of God in hatred and envy with the 
Prince and nobilitie, biu'dening and accufeing the minifters falflie of fedi- 
tion and other crymes, quherof they wer innocent. 

^^ As lykewayes, it is written in the (ame a6ls and declaration thereof, 
that foveraigne and fupreme power pertaines to the King in maters ec« 
cleiiaflicall, which is worthie to be condemned,, and not to be contamed 
among Chriftian a6ls, quher the power of the Word is to be extolled 
above the power of Princes, and them to be brought vnder fubiedlion to 
the famen. 

^^ The fourth a6); condemnes the Preft)ytries as a iudgement not allowed 
by the King's law, quhilk is a verie iklender argument ; for, as concern- 
ing the audloritie of a Prefl^ytrie, we have the fame exprefled in the 
Gofpell according to Mathew xviii., wher Chrift comands to (hew the 
Kirk : Quhilk au6loritie being commandit be Chrift, and the a£ls of Par- 
liament forbidding it, we fliould obey God rather than man ; and yet, 
the Preft)ytrie never laiked the King's au6loritie for the allowance 
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thereof, from the begining, fave only at that houre of darknes, quher 
he wes.abufed be evill company. And for any other thing that is in 
that a£i: againft any proceidings in the Prefbytrie, it is to be efteemed 
that nothing wes done be the Preibytrie without wifdome^ difcretion, and 
iudgement, and fo hath receaved approbation againe by the Kirk, 
quhervnto alfo this man hes given allowance, ratified and approved the 
famen, qnhilk ihould be a fufficient reafon againfl all men's curiofitie that 
wold find fault with the fame. 

^' The lad article contains the eftablifhing of a Bifchop, quhilk hes no 
warrand in the Word of God, but is grounded vpon the policie and in- 
vention of man, quhervpon the primacie of the Pope is rifen ; quhilk is 
worthie to be difallowed, becaus the niunber of the Elderfchip that hes 
iurifdidlion, as weill of vifitation as admiffion, will doe the fame far more 
autenticklie, godlie, and with greater zeale nor a Bifchop, whofe care 
commonlie is vpon the world, and not vpon God and his duetie. Con- 
fider how that oflSce hes been vfed thefe 500 yeares bygane, with what 
tyrannie it hes been exercifed ! Ye ihall find it to have been the cheefe 
caufe that hath in everie cuntry fupprefled the Word of God, which (hall 
be evident to all that reade the Hiilorie of the Kirk. 

^' As for my owne opinion, it feemeth to be neareil the trueth, and 
farreft from all kynd of ambition, that the brethren in equall degrie af- 
femble themfelves vnder thair head, Chrift, and there, everie man dif- 
charge his oflSce carefullie, as he is commanded. 

'* And, becaus weaknes of memorie and feeknes fuffers m^not to dif- 
>cover thefe maters at lenth, as I wold, I mud requeaft the good reader 
to aflure him, that I have written this without compulfion or perfwafion 
of any man, with a perfe6l finceritie of mynd fo far as infirmitie of flefch 
and blood doeth fuffer, as God (hall iudge me at the latter day, and 
that the fame reader fall account of whatfoever things ar written, that 
they ar to be impute to my imbecillitie of memorie, and my prefent feek- 
nes, and not to want of my goodwill ; quhilk I protefl wes to have con- 
demned everie poynt, yea, even to the falfe narration of the banquet, 
and all the reft contained in that litle treatife called < The King's In- 
tention,' according as I acknowledge they are to be condemned by the 

B 
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cenfure and iudgement of the Kirk, to the quhflk alwayes I fubmitt my 
felfe in quhatfoever things I have, either in word or wreat, attempted 
either in that foirfaid Declaration, or otherwayes, by thir prefentis, fub- 
fcryvit with my hand at St Andre wes, the 12 of Maij 1591, before thir 
witnefles, alfo vnderfubfcry ving, 

(Skfuh/cribitur) M» PAT. ADAMSONE. 

" The witnefles wer, 
Af David Black, witnes. George Ramsat, witnes. 

M' John Auchinleck, witnes. W^. Lermonth, witnes. 
Patrick Guthrie, witnes. Charles Watsone, fcribe. 

^* I M' Patrick Adamfone declair, that this Confeflion and Declaratioii, 
before written, is my owne Confeflion, given with my heart and fub- 
fcryved with my hand, before thir witnefles vnderfubfcryving with i 
at my requeafl; and defyre. At San£l Andrewes, 10 of June 1591. 

( Sicfubfcribttur) M» PAT. ADAMSONE. 

David Carnegie of Colluthie, witnes. Thomas King. 
W". Scot of Abbotfliall, witnes. M' Ro*. Wilkie. 

Albx». Bruce of Earlefhall, witnes. W». Leirmonth. 
BoRTHwicK of Gordonfhall, witnes. M' David Black. 
M' W». Russell. M' Androw Moncreif. 

M' Andro Hunter, fcrib to the Provinciall Aflembly." 



Now, the A^flemblie, meikle moved with the Articles given in be M' 
Patrick Adamfone, and, after communication of feme of the brethren 
with him, concludes that it is expedient to committ him to God in their 
privat prayers ; and, be his owne advyfe, to fute at the King's Maieftie 
for fupport vnto him. Yet, among things that wer fpocken in the Af- 
femblie concerning him, it wes affirmed by fome of the brethren, that 
in ane Aflemblie holden at St Andrewes before the faid M' Patrick 
Adamfone wes ezcomunicat, quhilk fentence of excommunication, fup- 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 35 

pofe it wes forgot of fome, yet it remained effedtuall in the hearts of 
many of the godlie ; therefore the queflion wes proponed, If it wes ex- 
pedient to abfolve him from the faid fentence ? And, efter long reafon- 
ing, it wes concludit, in rerpe6t of his prefent obedience, that he (hould 
be lowfed from the faid fentence : Yet it wes thought good to a(k him- 
felfe, If he found himfelfe bound in confcience be the faid fentence, ^and 
wold crave eameftlie inftantlie to be lowfed ? Ajid, to that effe6i;, fent 
divers gentlemen and minifters to him, afking him, If he, in himfelfe, 
had a feeling that he wes delyvered over to Satan, if he acknowledged 
himfelfe excommunicat fra Jefus Chriil his Kirk, and their hoUe focietie, 
be the Provinciall Aflemblie holden at St Andrews ; and if, with all his 
heart, he defyred to be abfolved fra the famen fentence, quhilk wes fo 
fearfuU ? This being demanded of him, he faid thir words : ^* My 
brethren, that is more than I am worthie I " And with many teares, in 
prefence of them all that wer dire£led vnto him, he faid, doubling the 
words : " For Chrift*s fake, for Chri(l*s fake, abfolve me prefentUe I" 
Quhilk being declaired to the Aflemblie be them all that wer fent vnto 
him : The brethren voted and concluded prefentlie to abfolve him be 
the mouth of M' Andrew Moncreiffe, Moderator, who, after the incall- 
ing of the name of God, abfolved the faid M' Patrick Adamfone pre- 
fentlie from the fentence of excommunication pronounced againfl him, 
as faid is ; ordaining Mr David Black, minifter at St Andrewes, to 
intimat the famen the nixt Lord's day from the pulpit. And it wes alfo 
thoght meet that a good number of brethren fhould pafle vnto him, and 
in figne that the Kirk had receaved him in her bofome, to imbrace him 
and ihake handis with him : Quhilk wes done imediatlie thereafter. 

This man, albeit he wes verie vitious and vngodlie in his lyftyme, as 
many poefies, both in Englifli and Latine, fet out againfl him declare ; 
yet, in charitie, we may iudge that he died weill, feing God gave him 
that grace to make fuch a Recantation : And, as it wes credibhe reported, 
he maid this notable Confeffion, fchort while before his death, faying, ^< I 
gloried too much in thrie things, and now God hath iufllie puniihed me 
in them all. I gloried in my riches and great living, and now I am fo 
poore that I have no means to intertaine my felfe ; I gloried in my do- 
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quence, and now few can vnderftand what I fpeake ; I gloried in the 
favour of my Prince, and now he loveth any of the dogges of his ken- 
nell better nor me ! " — This fhould be a great warning to all men 
day. 



About this fame tyme, the Papifts in this countrey, being verie info- 
Tha King bemg lent, both in fouth and north, the King being in Denmark bringing 
bringing haam home his Quecoe with him, great bragges wer mud, and blafphemous 
tiM QnMne. fpeachcs vtterod, that they (hould compell all to be content of Ubertie of 

confcience, or els we (hould all come to their religion ere it were long, 
&c. The Minifters and zealous profeflTours therefore, the Bifchops now 
being fullie removed, meeting in their Aflemblies, wer exceeding care- 
full to fearch out all dangers quhilk wer imminent to God's Kirk, the 
King's Maieftie, and the Nobilitie and countrey, finding the mali- 
cious dealling of the Papifls daylie to increafe : For, efter^e King and 
Queene wer come home to Scotland, yet Minifters wer mifvfed and 
cruellie flaine, James Earle of Murray crueUie murthered be George 
Earle of Huntlie, a profeft Papift ; and letteris going to Spaine from the 
Earles of Huntlie, Angus, and ErroU, and their complices, be God's 
1592. Providence and godlie men's diligent attendance wer intercepted; 
oArtiNir ier- Quherin thir vnnaturall Earles and thair adherents offered their fervice fo 
irie« to Spdne. ^^ ^^ jQ^^g ^f gpaine, that if he wold fend into Scotland fome few men of 

warre and money, they iliould delyver him the kingdome, bragging that 
they had moyen enough to doe the fame. Quhilk letters, efler they 
wer difcovered and tranflated into Englifii, wer put in print, at the 
King's Majeftie's command, be the eameft foliftation of the Generall 
AiTembly, conveined in Edinburgh anno 1592. Yet there wer but 
fmall tryell to feeke out the fearfull dangers might enfue vpon this hor- 
rible treafon, and farre leffe civile punilhment, but that the Kirk of God 
did their part : For thir thrie Earles, after long difputation quhat (hould 
be the Kirk's part in cenfuring and puniftieing thir vngodlie, vnnaturall 
traitouris to their King and countrey, found them to be apoftats from 
the true Religion whilk they had once profeffed, and now blafphemous 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 37 

enemies to God's glorie, and vnnaturall tratours to the King and all true 
profeflburs of God's blifled Word, And therefore, they wer firft excom- 
municat and delivered over to Satan, in the Provinciall Aflemblie holden i69s. 
at St Andrews in September 1593 ; and next, their excommunication Lo^b were^ 
wes ratified and approven be the Generall Aflemblie held at Ed', in May «™"'«»«**» 
1 594, as being pronounced againft them vpon good grounds and folid 
reafons ; quhilk excommunication wes ordained to be intimat in all the 
Kirks of Scotland, adfuturam ret memoriam. 

The Kirk of God being thus carefull, thir Earles and their adherents, 
and confequentlie all Papifts laboured by all means poffible, with others 
of the nobilitie, and thofe who were great guyders about the King and 
Queene for the tyme, fome of them being idfo fufpe£ted of papiftrie, to 
get the King's favour, and offered to fatiffie the Kirk for their great 
offences, that they might be relaxed fra excommunication ; all quhilk 
they obtained, be long and earnefl dealling. 

But yet this vnitie in the Kirk in fupprefling papiftrie and all other 
publick finnes continewed not long, be reafon that fome of the miniftrie 
agried with the King's Majeftie to deiire of new againe that Minifters, 
as being the third eftate of the parliament, might have voit therein : As 
alfo, the King's Maieftie proponed that it wes moft neidfull to have the 
advyce of fome of the wyfeft and difcreiteft of the miniftrie in fundrie 
particulars that concerned the fuU eftablifiiing of religion and repairing 
fuch greevances and great wrongs as Minifters gave in to him, and pun- 
ifliing of fearfull finnes committed, and takeing away of deadlie feads, 
and many other fuch things, quhilk could not be fo conunodiouflie 
treated of in ane open Affemblie, becaus he wold mifter (neid) their ad- 
vyce quhen a Generall Aflemblie could not be conveined ; quhilk defyre The. Gen. An. 
of the King's Maieftie wes thought meit and expedient. And fo, in the St«f to^tJid 
Generall Affemblie holden at Edin', anno 1594, ther were nominate t^e King, and ad- 

▼yse him m all 

about the number of 24 Minifters, called ^^The Conuniffioners of the thbga. The lint 

Generall AffembUe," and given to them, or any 8 or 9 of them, a verie ^^. ^or^how 

ample power to advyfe the King's Maieftie in any of his godlie and ^'^^ ^***^ 

good intentions for the weill of the Kirk and kingdome. This wes the i^^- 
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firft feen wrack of our Kirk, and the thing that the King wold faine have 
bein at ; for now, if he could make thir CommiOioners, or the greateft 
part of them, to agrie with him in any thing, the mmter was endit ; for he 
had not the Generall AiTemblie to deale with, but a few number, as the 
effedt following therevpon declared. 

The King's Maieftie, after this, fent for fome of thir Commiflioners, 
as he thought good, and employed them in fome particular adoes, as in 
the vilitation of the Vhiveriitie of St Andrews, in planting and tranf- 
planting of fome Minifters. The quhilk Commiflion wes ratified and 
amplified in many AfTemblies following ; and, albeit there were heayie 
compldnts given in againfl them, yet the King gat them ay continewed, 
quherby great diftrafifcions amongil the Minifters and meikle miferie en- 
fued ; for the King's Maieftie agried with thir Commiffioners that ther 
fliould be a Generall Convention both of the Nobilitie, Barrons, Bur- 
gefles, and Minifters fent for, to convein in St Johnftoun in the yeare 
1596, that he might thair propone fome queftions, quhilk the King 
caufed be put in print, that the Minifters might have fome tyme to ad- 
vyfe vpon them. Quhilk Convention mett in the moneth of Februar, 
anno foirfaid, and refolved the queftions in a great pairt, albeit not to 
the King's great contentment ; yet other dyets wer appoynted that his 
Maieftie might get greater fatiifadlion. 

The Minifters, therefore, perceaving that the commoun enemie wes 
overlooked, and that his Maieftie wes propouning doubts to be refolved 
at fuch ane impertinent tyme when the Papifts wer vfeing all moyen 
with his Maieftie to get libertie and immunitie, it wes thoght both necef- 
farie and expedient, for many good caufes, that the Kirk of Scotland, 
now faft falling backe from their former zeale and finceritie, ihould re- 
new a Covenant with God, that all eftates in this land might be better 
wakened vp to ftick faft to the finceritie of their true Religion, and to 
1695. the amendement of their lyves and converfations. And, therefore, in 
l^ r^^bj that Generall Aflemblie holden at Edinburgh 1695, quherin the King 
^"''SS^^ d ^"^''®^® ^^^ prefent, there wes a day appoynted quherin that good 
practise, his Ma. worko ftiould begin ; and M' Johne Davidfone, ane of the Minifters of 
^^JvM. Edinburgh, wes appoynted to teach in the Litle Kirk, only Commiflioners 
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aad Minifters prefent thereat : And, eiler doctrine, the mater and pur- 
pofe of that meeting bemg gravelie layed out, the haill Grenerall Aflem- 
blie there mett and renewed their Covenant with God ; and ane Ordi- 
nance maide, that becaus the haill kingdome wes bound to renew that 
Covenant, it fliould be renewed the yeare following, 1696, in all the 
Provinciall Aflemblies, and then in all the Prefbytries, and lad, in all 
particular Congregations ; and that vpon fome Sabboth-day, when the 
Communion wes to be given. Quhilk a6i of the Generall Aflemblie 
wes obeyed, and this Covenant folemnlie and holilie renewed in all thir 
meetings, with wonderfiill great zeall and gladnes in diverfe places, be- 
caus it had fuch refpeft and reverence to the ConfeflSon of Faith quherof 
we fpake, and fo tendit to the continuance of the iinceritie of Religion 
greatlie, quhilk ever hath a hoUe lyfe conioyned therewith. 

Quhilk doing of God's Kirk in this land, as it conforted the godhe 
greatumhe, fo it aftonifhed the wicked and all the enemies to the trueth ; 
albeit none vttered their difcontentment, the purpofe was foe good, and 
the tyme fo convenient. Yea, the King himfelfe, in the Generall Af- 
femblie conveined at Bruntyland, efterward fpacke largelie to the comen- 
dation of that good purpofe, in the renewing of that Covenant betuixt 
God and bis Kirk in this kingdome, and regrated the great defedlion of 
many in this land from the true and fincere Religion therin profefled ; 
yea, and confefled his owne manifold fins in tollerating Papifts, in giving 
remiifions for murthers, and not advanceing God's trueth, as his place 
and calling requyred ; promifeing folemnlie, with God's grace, to mend 
his oune mifles, and to reforme abufes in his Court and famiUe, and to 
fie God's glorie promoved and iuflice miniftred better then it had bein ; 
quherat the AflembUe wes verie glad. Yet fhortlie efter this, there wes 
an intention to have had foure of the Minifters of Edinbiu'gh tranfported 
to other places, albeit in God's mercie it wes ftayed at that tyme ; but 
the two Minifters of St Andrewes wes indeed tranfported ; M' David 
Black to Arbyrlet in Angus, and M' George Gledftaines brought from 
Arbyrlet, and placed be thir Conmuflioners Minifter in St Andrews ; 
alfo M' Robert Wallace wes tranfported from St Andrewes to North- 
berwick. 

This tranfportation, and other thinges done be the Commiflioners of 
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the Generall Aflemblie, made great trouble and alteration to ftll out 
in this poore Kirk, quhilk made fome of the Conmiiffioners that re- 
grated the mater to deale eameftlie with the King, at many dyets, to re- 
move all thefe that were fufpedl of pi^iftrie from the court, and guyding 
of his effaires ; for at this tyme there wer eight Lords chofen, common- 
lie called *^ The King's 0£lavians,*' all almoll either being Papifts or in- 
clyning therto, who had the haill govemement of the eftate and the 
King's living in their hands ; but by their dealling the Kirk came no 
fpeed. The King, in the meane tyme, both privatlie with them and 
publi6tlie in the Aflemblies, vowing and promifeing, with many folemne 
proteftations, that he would mentaine the true Religion and the pro- 
feflburs thereof, fpeciallie the Minifters, with hb power and haiU au- 
thoritie that God had given him. 
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In the year following, 1597) the Commifl^oners of the Kirke were 
continwallie attending the King, becaus they perceaved that plotts and 
devyces were fett downe for the alteration of Religion, and bringing 
libertie of confcience at lead :* So that in December, the 16 day therof, 
the King and the Commiffioners difagried a long tyme, fo that he fhreat- 
ned to remove them off the toune, and that he wold be no more troubled 
with them. Yet, in end, they concluded all maters with full content- 
ment, as appeared, albeit the effedls declaired the contrair ; for, vpon 
the mome earlie, about fix houres, there came letters chargeing a great 
number, about a 100, of the mofl zealous profeflburs within Edinburgh, to 
remove off the toune within fix houres, vnder the paine of homeing ; who, 
being charged, came and told thelMinifters, quherat they greatlie mer^ 
veiled, confidering that the King and Commiffioners of the Kirk had To 
peciablie concluded all things that night before ; yet, for the prefent, 
thoght it meit that M' Walter Balcanquell, who wes to teach that day 
in the Great Kirk, fhould, efter the fermon endit, declare that there wes 
fome thing fallen out, by the expectation of the miniftrie, tending to 
the hurt of Religion ; and therefore the brethren of the miniftrie of that- 
toune, who had in charge to wame the Conmdffioners of the Kirk, to 



^ So ia all the MSS., probablj meaaii^, bringUig liberty of oooadeooe Into dbrcpiite or *MM>»fT*- 
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meit at all fuch neceflarie occafions, (hould conveine themfelves prefent- 
lie in the Litle Kirk, qnher he douhted not but Noblemen, Barrens, 
and other Minifters weell affe^ed wold alfo meet, to give their good ad- 
yyce and concurrence in fuch a good caufe : As, indeed, a great num- 
ber met, and after long and grave deliberation ther were certaine Com- 
miiSoners, both Barrens and Minifters, fent to the King, who then wes 
come yp to the Seffion ; the reft, both Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Mini- 
fters, attending what good anfuer wold come back againe. Quhen they 
returned, their imfwer gave no contentment to the meeting ; and there- 
fore, becaus they thoght that feme Commiffioners who wer fent, wer not 
gratious to the King, other Commiffioners were fent ; but before they 
were returned, quhen all wer awaiting the King's anfwer, feme bodie 
came by the Kirk doore and cryed with a loud voice, ^^ The Papifts ar 
all in armes, and wiU cutt all your throats I" Another cryed immedi- 
ately efterhend, " M' W" Watfone is flain !" he being ane of the Com- 
miffioners fent to the King the fecond time. Vpon thir fpeaches all who 
wer in the Litle Kirk, with great feare, ran foorth to fee quhat fould be 
the fray ; and within a fliort tyme the toune wes running to their armes 
in great diforder and confiifion, feme crying one thing and feme another. 
But the Minifters of Edinburgh ran among the people, and pacified 
them all that they could. The rafcall multitud ran to the Tolbuith, and 
cryed vp to the King, " Put away thefe traitoiu* Lords from yow, or 
put them downe to ws, and we fall make you quyte of them I" The 
King and the Lords, in great feare, fpake peaceablie out to the people, 
and commanded the proveft and baiUfes to be broght, who came in all 
haift and removed the people ; defyriqg the King to come doune, that 
they might convoy him in fafetie to his oune Palace ; quhilk wes done, 
in great reverence, the King in the meane tyme promifeing that quhen 
the Commiffioners fliould come doune to him efter noone, he fliould give 
them contentment. But fo foone as he came to the Abbey, after he 
had taken a drinke, he lap on horft>ack and went to Linlithgow ; quher, 
with advyce of feme of his Councell, there wes a proclamation made 
vpon the mome, being Saturday, commanding all Gentlemen, Barrens, 
Minifters, and others, who wer not indwellers in the toune of Edin- 

F 
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burgh, to remove themfeWes out of the toune within fex houres, vnder 
the paine of treafon. 

Vpon the mome, being Sunday, many flocked to the Kirks to heare 
fermons of the Minifters ; and there wer captores appoynted to obfiare 
quhat fpeaches Minifters had vttered. 

On Moneday, the 20 of December, ane other proclamation maid wes 
ample, declairing what a traterous and feditious tumult wes maid on 
Fryday preceiding, the 17 day of that moneth ; and that the Minifters 
of Edinbuigh, efpeciallie four c^them being the cheife authors thero^ and 
fuch burgefles as wer principal a£tours in that tumult, being condigne- 
lie to be puniflied for their faults, the Magiftrats of Edin'. wer comand* 
ed to iqpprehend the Minifters, and fome burgefles, and put them in fure 
waird till his Maieftie*s will wer farder knowen. Whervpon the Magif- 
trats [Minifters ?] efter advyfement, withdrew themfdves, and remain- 
ed quyetlie in other pairts of the countrey, and fome [foure] buigefles 
wer wairded. But fliortlie efler this the Minifters of Edinbuigh wrote 
their owne apologie to the Commiflioners of the Kirk, quhervpon the 
Commiflioners of the Kirk, allowing of their brethren's apologie, with a 
humble fupplication to the King in favours of their brethren, (the four 
Minifters of Edin'. now removed from their places and charges, ) latting 
his Maieftie fie the danger that both the Kirk of God, his owne perfone, 
and eftate wes in, if he fliould fo perfue the faithfull fervants of God, 
they being innocent, and fliew fuch favour to Papifts indeed, as prefentlie 
he did. 

Quhervpon, in the next year 1598, the Minifters being called home, 
the King's Maieftie appoynting fome of his Councell to try them exa&- 
lie, quhat wes their p^rt that 17 day of December preceiding ; they wer 
abfolved, and their pairt knowne to be both godlie and honeft, yet there 
wer fome Noblemen, Barrens, and Burgefles of Edin'., fyned for put- 
ting on armes that day, and kything openlie as they did, who nevertheles 
were knowen to be good Chriftians, and zealous profeflburs of God's trueth. 

The Kirk of God now being in this pittifull cafe, Papifts and their 
favourers ruleing the King, and findrie of the Commiffioners of the 
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Kirk, defyring to be in favour and credit with his Maieftie, there wes a 
General! Aflemblie appoynted to be at Dundie in the beginning of 
March following : At the which Aflemblie (efter that the King had 
dealt eameftlie with the Commiffioners, at lead fo many of them as he 
could draw to his mynd, and maid them to deale with all other Miniilers 
who wold be perfwaded with them, that the King's intention wes good 
and religious, in offering to make the Mmifters the thrid eftate in par- 
liament, ) begun the great change that came vpon our Kirk ; for ther it 
wes concluded, by pluralitie of voices, that Minifters (hould have votes in 
parliament, as the Bifhops and Abbots had in time ofpapillrie, andfo be 
the thrid eftate of the kingdome. And be this meanes, the King aflured 
the Minifters that they (hould be vindicat from povertie and contempt 
quherin they wer ; and he meant no wayes to bring in Bifchops in this 
Kirk, but that quhilk he did wes only for their benefite, and to hold out 
their enemies from doing them wrong ; (bowing them quhat paines he 
had taken in the preceiding parliament, to get that granted to the thrie AMemUie at 
eftates, that Minifters hereafter (hould be provydit to places, and be ^^^^^^^ 
the thrid eftate, and have vote in parliament. So in this A(remblie, ^ aome Minis- 
efter the generall vote wes concluded, that Minifters (hould vote in par- rote in Pariut- 
liament, as the thrid eftate of the kingdome, in pkce of Bifchops, Ab- ^^l^^^ 
bots, &c., the Aflemblie proponed many things concerning them that thenn, vpon cer- 
ihould vote in parliament : As firft. How many Mmifters (hould have Yet som* Minu- 
vote in Parliament ? 2dlie, How they (hould be chofen ? 3dlie, How ^^^^^^^ 
they (hould be called ? 4thlie, How they (hould continow ? 5thlie, **»?8^ *^^ "^J 
Quhat rent they (hould have ? And lafl:, there wer fundrie caveats given in ther- 
fett doune, quherby they might be kept from corruption, and have no J^^' ^ ^^ ^ ' 
fuperioritie, but be anfwerable for all their doings to the A(remblies of ^«® ^ *^ 

• Kirk ffOTom6* 

the Kirk, and to their Pre(bytries, as any other brother of the miniftrie ment. 
(hould be. 

But becaus anfwers to all thir Queftions could not be agried vpon at 
this Aflemblie, the Commiflioners of the Kirk wer ordained to reafon and 
advyfe among themfelves, concerning Anfwers to the Queftions, and to 
report the famen to the nett Generall A(remblie, quhilk wes appoynted 
to be holden at Aberdeen with the King's maieftie's oune eonfent in the 
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moneth of July the year following, 1599 : Yet it held not. Quherat 
fome of the Commiffioners of the Kirk, and others weill affe6ted of the 
miniflrie, wer greatomlie offended, that in fo neidfull a tyme the Aflem- 
blies of the Kirk (hould not meit, but be delayed from year to year; and 
then the King fand that many of the Minillers wer againft their conclu- 
fions maid in Dundee, and proteftations wer given in againft the famen ; 
which enraged the King, that the giver in therof behooved to remove off 
the toune, and goe over the water to his oune place and calling ; who 
notheles wes foone efter that removed from his miniftrie in that part, 
and placed in another congregation. 

There wer many Greivances given in at that Aflemblie be fundrie 
Minifters, (for they faw the Kirk falling to a decay, and fearfull divifion 
entred in.) The King's maieftie tooke great paines, and keeped all the 
Seffions of that Affemblie himfelfe ; and in end gatt all the greivances 
buried ; promifeing to do nothing in that mater of vote in parliament be 
the Minifters, but with great advyfement, and deliberation of the wyfeft 
and difcreiteft men in the miniftrie ; inveying, in the meane tyme, vehe- 
mentlie againft fuch of the miniftrie as, either out of great ignorance or 
elfe malicious evill will againft his good intentions, wold not let the fame 
goe forward. And becaus the number of the Minifters that withftood 
altogether, that Minifters fliould have vote in parUament, or be provyd- 
ed to places, wer aknoft as many as they that voted for it ; be eameft 
dealling, the King condefcended that there fliould be a great multitud 
of Minifters conveened with the Conuniflioners of the Generall Affem- 
1599. blie, at Halyruidhous, the 17 day of Nov', anno 1599, who fliould rea- 

nuJ^y ikfin^stera fou the qucftions exa6Uie, in vtramque partem^ Whither it fliould be 
^^?fiS?' u^I lawfull and expedient that Minifters fliould be provyded to prelacies, and 
ne8 of Preiade. be the thrid cftatc of the kingdome, to vote in Parliament, or in Con- 
ventions, or in the King's Counfell, or not? 

The day and place wes keeped be Minifters on both fydes, and great 
reafoning and arguments broght, efpeciallie be them who wer againft 
vot in parliament. The fumme of all wes taken vp in this argument : 
That the Minifters of Chrift fliould be involved and intangled with 
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the affaires of this life, namelie, with civile policie iudicatories, and affaires 
of the kingdome, is agmnil the exprefle Word of God ; but be this con- 
clufion, lliat Miniflers fliould haue fuch ane oflSce layd vpon them, they 
(hall be involved and intangled, ergo^ &c. The propofition is taken out 
of the Word, of the Apoftle Paul, 2 Tim, ii. 4. 

The affumption wes largehe infilled in, and many teftimonies of 
Scriptures, and fentences of Fathers broght in to confirme the fame, 
quhilk wer longfome to receit. Yet thir ar fome of them : 

1. Argument : Miniflers ihould not be ab(lra6ted from the preaching 
of God's Word, no, not be employing of them in £cclefia(licall affaires. 
Acts vi. ; nor in oeconomick and naturall morall dueties, as a man to 
goe and burie his father, &c., Luke ix. 59) 60, 61, 62 ; meikle les in 
the affaires of Parliament and State maters : Yea, farder, feing Minifters 
ar feparated and fett apart, as Paul fpeakes, Rom. i. : And quherfrae, 
I pray yow, but from the buffines of civile affaires ? And quherto, I pray 
yow, but to the preaching of the Evangell, quhilk fhould be done in fea- 
fon and out of feafon, that is, at all tymes ? and to quhat end, but that 
they may pleafe their Captaine and Lord, Jefus Chrift, and winne in 
als many foules to his kingdome as poffiblie they can ? Yea, and fave 
their oune foules, that they, be their negligence, be not guiltie of the 
blood of their people concredit to them, according to that grave and 
mod worthie exhortation given be the Apoftle Paul to his fcholler and 
fellow-labourer in the Gofpell with him, 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, verfes, 
quhilk no doubt appertaines to all the Minifters of the Gofpell. 

2. Ane other Argiunent : That Minifters fhould beare fupremacie or 
domination, or be called Lords, is againft the Word of God ; but this 
office given to them imports that govemement. The propofition is from 
Chrift's oune words. Math. xx. ; Luke xxii. ; Mark x. ; 1 Pet. v. 2, &c. 

3. Ane other Argument : The confounding and jumbling of iurif- 
di£tions diftinguifiied in the Word of God, is contrair to the Word ; 
but the conclufion of the Affemblie in giving vote in Parliament to 
Minifters imports that govemement. The propofition is evident, 2 
Chron. xix. laft verfe. The affumption wes proven be Chrift*s prance : 
He wold not be a king, nor a iudge, nor a divyder, and He commandit to 
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giue to Cafar that quhilk wes Caefar's, and to God that wes Hia. 
Yet, through fliortnes of tyme, and vnwillingnes to heare fuch ail- 
ments, they wer not infifted in ; but a grave and weightie fpeach and 
exhortation wes given to the King's maieftie, telling him, that by fmall 
degrees the Pope of Rome wes rifen to that pryde and preferment that 
he enthroned and dethroned kings and emperours at his pleafure ; be- 
feeching him to bewar to fett vp fuch a hierarchie in this Kirk, becans 
either he or his pofteritie might fmart for it, etc. 

In the next meeting, they began againe quher they left ; and the Mi- 
niflers (landing for the reformed difcipline of the Kirk, caufed read that 
a^ of parliament, quherby it wes ordained, that Minifiers provyded be 
the King's maieftie to prelacies (hould be the thrid eftate of the king- 
dome, and have vote in Parliament ; againll the tenour of quhilk aft 
they vfed many ai'guments : 

1. From texts of Scripture ; next, from naturall reafon, taken from 
the fayings of great and wyfe philofophers, and from our oune commoun 
proverbs : '* Many ymes in the fyre, part muft coole ;*' and '^ A man of 
many crafts never vfes to thryue ;" joyning therto good Queene Eliza- 
beth her common faying, when fhe wes vrged to confent to make a 
good preachour a Bifchop, '* Alace, for pitie I " faid (hee, '* for we haue 
marred a good preachour to-day." And the King himfelfe, confidering 
the trueth of the mater, and how in mirrines and modeftie alfo all 
thinges wer fpocken, befoght the brethren ther prefent, that they (hould 
not confent to take any of his Minifters to make them Prelats. 

There alfo wer given in, to corroborat their arguments, fundrie fay- 
ings of ancient Fathers and of Neotericks, and Cannons of Counfellis ; 
quherof thir ar fome. Tertullian, De Idolatria^ cap. 18. <^ Si potefta- 
tem nullam ne in fuos quidem exercuit Chriftus," &c. The £ngli(h 
quherof is this : ^^ If Chrift exercifed no authoritie nor domination over 
Ms oune Apoftles— If He himfelfe refiifed to be a king, being myndfull of 
his oune kingdome, then heerin hath He given and layd doune a plat- 
forme to all his difciples, to cad them doune from all hight both of dig- 
nitie and power ; for who (hould have vfed fuch formes rather than the 
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Sonne of God ? And yet, who can ftiew me any tokens of His authori- 
tie, or any gold to ftiyne vpon His head ? Quherby He did refuife this 
worldHe glorie, and hath forbidden it to His Minifters ; fo He hath 
caften by fuch things as He wold not take vpon himfelfe, and hes damned 
them ; and fuch thmgs as He damned in the pompe of the devill, He 
hes vtterlie caften away." Damafus \^Conci(meadNeoc<Bfarienfe9\ et An* 
tiochise Epifcopi, ^^ Qui fecularibus intenti curis greges chore-Epifcopis vel 
vicarijs commendant," &c« : That is to fay, ^' Such Bifchops as ar bur- 
dened with the cares of this life, and give over the care of the flockes 
to inferiour bifchops or curats, apeares to me to be lyke harlots, who, fo 
foone as they have borne their baimes, gives them out to nurifhes that 
they may be broght vp, and they may get their foull lufl fooner fatifiied 
againe ; fo, thir men giues their baimes and flockes to be nuriflied, that 
jthey may fulfill their oxme pleafures, and caft their care vpon worldlie 
things, and doe that quhilk their apetyt leads vnto ; quherby many foules 
ar negle&ed, the (heepe periihes, and difeafes growes among them, 
(hifines and herefies fprings out. The Lord taught never fuch things to 
be done, neither did Apoftles inftitut them," &c. : And fordward, in a 
large difcourfe, and makes a comparifon betuixt Jacob, quho wes fo 
good a fliepheard to his father-in-law Laban ; who fuftained the heate of 
the day, and the coldnes of the night, that none of his iheepe fhould be 
inlakeing ; and thir negligent Bifchops that cares not how many foules 
perifli quhilk ar Chrift's fcheepe ; befeeching Chrift Jefus, quho gave His 
life for His fcheepe, to teach paftors to doe their duetie. 

Frimafius 2 Epi/i. ad Tim. cap. ii. << Comparatione militum vtitur, 
vt oftendat nos a negotiis fecularibus multo magis liberos debere eflb :" 
That is to fay, ^^ The Apoftle vfes the comparifon taken from men of 
warr, that he might fhew ws that we ought meikle more to be freed from 
worldlie buflines, that we might pleafe Chrift Jefus ; feing worldlie fud- 
darts [fouldiers] drawes themfelves from other doings in tiie world, that 
they may pleafe thdr earthlie king and commander." 

Bemardus De Conjiderat. lib. ii. cap. iv. ad Eugenium Papam : 
*^ Apoftolis interdicitur dominatus, ergo tu vfurpare audes," &c. : That 
is to fay, '* All domination is forbidden to the Apoftles ; how darre thow. 
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then, vfurp the famen ? The Lord gave them ane Apoftlefchip, bat 
forbad them domination ; they ar both taken from thee ; and if thow 
wold haue both, thow ihalt lofle both." And efterhend he fayes, '* No 
man ihall let me fie quher the ApolUes fatt as iudges to other men, or 
to fett in merches, or to divyde men's lands. To conclude, I read that 
they flood to be iudged ; but to have fitten doune and iudged others, I 
read not." 

As for the teftimonies of our Neotericks, there wer many broght in 
from Calvin and Beza. I will relate one, broght out of Peter Martyr's 
fermons ypon Luke's Grofpell; quher he fayeth, ^'Diftingui oportet," 
&c. ; that is, ^^ We mud make a diftin^on betwixt the civile and ecde- 
fiafticall fundlions, becaus any one of thir requyres a haill man ; yea, 
farder, fcarflie fhall ye find any man that can difchaige any one of thir 
functions rightlie ; everie ane of thir callings having difficultie into 
them." 

As to Cannons of Counfells, thir ar fome few of many that wer given 
in : As, Firft, the 80 [eighth ?] Cannon, called Apoftolicall, and fo reputed 
moil ancient, fayth, <^ We determine that a Bifchop or a Prefbyter fliall not 
involve himfelfe in the publi^t efiaires ; but he fliall fliew himfelfe care- 
fiill in ecclefiallicall buflinefle. Either doe this heartilie, or yee fiiall be 
depofed from your calling ; no man can ferve two mafters." The 4 
Synod holden at Carthage, Can. 20 : '^ Let not a Bifchop draw himfelfe 
back to the care of his houfehold affaires, but only give himfelfe to the 
reading and preaching of the Word." The 6 Synod holden at Conftance : 
*^ Ecclefiaftick and pubH^t enemies [offices] ar not competent to Bifchops ; 
therefore, if any Bifchop, Prefbyter, or Deacon, wold have both princi- 
palities, that is, the Roman and preiftlie dignitie, let him be depofed ; 
for we fliould give to Csefar the things that ar Csefar's, and to God that 
which is God's." 

The aduerfarie partie Handing for the a£b of Parliament, and adt of 
the AfiTemblie following thereon, granting Minifters to be the thrid ef- 
tate of the kingdome, and therfore meit that they fliould vote in Parlia- 
ment, wer defyred to bring in fuch Reafons as they had for the fame. 
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They iniifted mod vpon two : Firil Reafon, ^vEvaBgelium non dellruit 
politiam atque haec conclufio eft pars politise ;" That Minifters (hall 
have vote in Parliamenty ergo our profeffion of the Evongell deftroyeth 
not that part of the poUcie of the kingdome. The fecond Reafon, ^^ Mi- 
niftri funt cives et libera capita reipubhc^e ;" therefore they fhould have 
their vote in making of the lawes for governing the commonweill. 

To the quhilk Reafons it wes anfwered, That if the commonweill be 
not governed according to God's Word, the Gofpell is againft that go- 
vemement ; and as to the other govemement, albeit Minifters be few 
citizens in a kingdome, or fome part therof, they neid not vote in Par- 
liament, becaufe ther is Barrons and Burgefles that abreadie votes for 
the bounds quher a Minifter duellis. Therfore the Minifters ftanding 
for the old Reformed difcipline aiked fome arguments out of Scriptures ; 
but ther wer none given ; only the other Mnifters broght in great world- 
he inconveniences if this a6t fett doune fhould not goe forward. And 
the King's maieftie declaured that his purpofe, in that mater, wes chieflie 
to releiue the Minifters fra the povertie and contempt they wer into ; 
and, finding there could be no agreement among them, brack vp the 
melting, and bad them wyte themfelves if they wold not imbrace fuch a 
good offer ; referving all maters to the nixt AflembUe, the quhilk wes 
appoynted be the King abfoluthe to be holden at Montrofe the 18 day iGoo. 
of March 1600, and notified only be found of trumpet, at the Crofle of MontrMe ddied 
Edinburgh and other neidfiill places : Quherat many good Chriftians ^•3^**^*^*" 
wondred, feing ther wes never the lyke afore, and then the law wes a ttandiiig Uw 
ftanding in force, never difcharged, but confirmed be a6t of Parliament, p„]^ £^r^!^* 
That the Generall AffembUe fould be appoynted be the Kirk, and tyme strwige qoM- 
and place nominat be the preceiding AiTemblie with the King's maief- oeming Episeo. 
tie's confent ; or, in his abfence, with the confent of the King's maief- ^**^* 
tie's Commiffioners. 

So, when the tyme of this Aflembhe came, the great mater heirin 
handled wes to give Anfwers to thir Queftions, quhilk wes proponed in 
Dundie concerning him that fliould vote in Parliament in name of the 
Kirk. The generall Queftion, Whither Minifters fould have vote in 
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Pariiameat ? wes not fuffered to be fpocken of; and tfaofe Aofwen fol- 
lowing wer oondadit in this Aflemblie. 

To the fixft Queftion : The number of Mbnften to vote in Fuliament 
falhe as many as ther wer Bifchops, Abbots, and P^ores in the pa^nf* 
ticall kiik^ viz* 51, or thereabout. 

To the ad: Their Eleftion ihaU be of a mixed qualitie, partlie be <he 
King and partlie be the Kirk, efter this manor. The Kirk Ihall nommat 
fixe brethren of the miniftrie for every place that neids to be filled^ of 
whom his Maieftie (hall choice one whom he beft lykes ; and his Mar 
ieftie promifed to choife no other : But, in cafe his Maieftie refiiifed the 
haill, vpon a in& reafon of infuffidende, the Kirk (hall nominat other 
fex, of whom the King's maieftie fhall choife one, without any farther 
nomination ; and he that is chofen by his Maieftie fliall be admitted by 
the Synod. 

To the 3d : They Ihall be called Comnu^kmers of the Kirk ; and par- 
tiddailie, Commiffioners of fuch a place or Kirk aa he is l^Cnifter of. 
If the King will not agrie with this, his name ialbe advyfed vpcm, with 
the King's eonfent 

To the 4tfa : For their continowance ; efter long reafoning it wes con- 
dudit, that anmuMm they fould lay doune their Commifficm to the 
Generall AflemUie's feete ; and the Generall Aflemblie (hould either 
nominat them, or others in thdr roume. 

To the fyft : Tlie rent falbe this. Tlie Minifters, Schooles, and Col- 
ledges not prdudged, but weill provyded, the fuperplus of llie rent of 
that benefice ftioold ^be thdrs. Theiifore all the cautions wer fett 
doune with great deliberation, to keepe them that (hoold vote in Pariia- 
meolt from corruption, quhilk wer tl^e. 



CAUTIONS AGAINST ALTEBATION OF GHUBGH GOVERNMENT BY PBE8BY- 
TRIBB, TO FBBVEKT THE C30BBXJPTI0K OP GBOWINO PBBLACIE. 

Cautions <<Firft, That he that fliould vote in Parliament prefume not, at any 

ti^^chi^ tyme, to propone at Pariiament, Councell, or Conventicm, in name of 
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the Kiik) any thing without ezpiefle warrant and dire&ioD of tbe Kirk, GoTemement by 
and fuch things as he (hall anfwer to he for the weill of the Kirk ; vnder ^^^tSt^ ^- 
the paine of depofltion from his <^ce : Neither Ihall he confent or keepe £^^^i^f^^' 
filence, in any of the iiids Conventions^ to any thing that may he pre- 
iudiciall to the weill and lihertie of the Kirk, ynder the fame paine. 

" Secondlie, He ihall be bound at everie Grenerall Affembly to give ac- 
compt aneoLt the difchaxge of hia commiffion, fince the Affembhe gone 
before ; and fluJl fubmitt himfelfe to their cenfure^ and (hall (land to 
thar determination quhatibever, without appellation, and (hall feeke and 
obtaine ratification of his doings at tliie (aid Afiemblie, vnder the paine 
of infamie and excommunication. 

^'Thirdlie, He (haU content himfelfe with that part <^the benefices that 
(hall be giuen in be his Maieftie for his living, not hurting or preiudging 
the reft of the ]MSni(lers of the Kirk within the benefice planted, or to be 
planted, or any vther Minifter of the countrey quhatfumever ; and this 
daufe to be infert in his provifion. 

^' Fourdie, He (hall not dilapidat in any wayes his b^tefice^ neith^ 
make or fett any difpofition therof, without the fpeciall advyce or con** 
fent of his Maieftie and Generall Affemblie ; and, for the greater war- 
rand heirof, he (hall interdyte himfelfe not to dilapidat his benefice, nor 
to confent to the dilapidation therof made be others, to the Generall Af- 
femblie, and (hall be content that inhibitions be ndfed againft him to that 
effea. 

'^ Fi(Uie, He (hall be bound to attend]vpon his oune particular Congre- 
gation, quherat he (hall be Mmifter, inall the poynts of a paftor ; and 
heiranent (hall be fubie6t to the tryell and cenfure of las oune Fife(bytrie 
and Provinciall Aflemblie, as any other Minift^ that beares no com- 
mKfion. 

<< Sirthe, In the adminiftration of difcipline, collation of benefiees^ vifi- 
tation, and all other of ecclefiafticall government, he (hall ndither vfurpe 
or acdame to himfelfe any power or iurifdi£tion[^{urther nor any other of 
the reft of his brethren, except he be imployed be his brethrrai; vndev 
the paine of deprivation : And, incafe he vfurpe any pairt of the ecele* 
fiafticaU govemement, and the Fre(bytrie, Synodal!, at GeneraU Af- 
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femblie oppone and make any impediment^ to be null, ipfo fa&Oj but 
any declaratour. 

^^ Se\rentlie, In Prefbytries, Provincial! or Grenerall Aflemblies, he (hall 
behave himfelfe at all tymes^ and be fubiedt to their cenfurei as any of 
the brethren of the Pre(bytrie. 

^' Eightlie, At his admiffion to his office of commiffionarie, thir, and all 
other poynts neceflarie, he (hall fwear and fubfciyve to fulfill, vnder the 
penalties foirfaid ; and otherwayes not to be adbmtted : And incafe he 
be depofed be the Grenerall A(remblie, Provinciall or Pre(b3rtrie, from 
his office of the ^Cnidrie, he (hall alfo tyne his vote in Parliament, ijg/d 
fado^ and his benefice (hall vaike. 

*^ And frurther Cautions to be maid, as the Kirk pleafes to find occa- 
fion." 

With ofttttions, Thus the King obtained his purpofe, in getting the AGnifters to be 
wiTdtt iS ^^ *^^ ^^^ ^^ Parliament, to vote in the dead of Bifchops, Abbots, 
Toto in Pariia- and Pryors, as in the tyme of papiftrie ; and in obtaining a number of 
™^ ' the Minifters, or any 7 or 9 of them, to be Generall Commiflioners to 

attend the King in all the effaires of the Kirk, and to redrefs all greiv- 
ances quhilk his Maieftie could receave againft any of the miniftrie ; 
but all to report their doings and diligence to the next Generall AfiTem- 
blie. 
sBisQhopsniade, In the meauc tyme, the King difpones to thrie of the Commi(fioners 
qi^,^bytiieK. ^jjj^ Bifchoprfcks, viz. Rofs to M' David Lindfey, Minider at Leith ; 

Kaitnes to M' George Gledftaines, Minifter at St Andrewes ; and Aber- 
deen to M' Peter Blackbume, then Minifter at Aberdeen : But they 
keept the mater fo quyet, for feare of the cenfures of the Kirk, that 
they durft not profe(re any fuch purpofe. Yet M' Patrick Blackbume, 
fearing that his purpofe (hould be difcovered, came to AF Patrick Sym- 
fone, Minifter at Stirling, and made this narration to him : That the 
King, who at that tyme wes in Stirling, had offered the Bifchoprick to 
him, aiTureing him, that if he would not take it for his oune benefite and . 
the benefite of his brethren, to provyde them better, he wold difpone it 
to a courteour ; and faid, that he had advyfed with M' Robert Bruce 
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and Mailer Andro Melvill, and thofe who wer flatlie againil the raifing 
vp of Bifchops in this Kirk ; yet they counfelled him to take the bene- 
fice, and let the Generall Aflemblie provyde the kirks therwith, and 
give him fo much as they thought expedient, rather then put it in the 
hands of a courteour, quho wold never quyte it againe. M ' Pat. Sym- 
fone anfwered: ^' My particular iudgement is over waik to give yow 
counfell in fuch a weightie buffines ; but the mome is our Prefbytrie-day, 
yee fall doe weill to come in to the Prefbytrie, and have all their ad- 
vyces :" Quhilk he faid he wold doe. And comeing vpon the mom, 
and telling over his difcourfe to all the brethren, as is before fett doune, 
after advyfement and good deliberation, they penne ane a6l with his 
oune confent, that he fliall accept of the benefice, vnder this condition, 
that he fhall come to the next Generall Aflemblie, and lay doune the 
benefice at their feit, and be content to take fo much thereof as the Af- 
femblie fould allow to his oune ftipend, efter that all the kirks of the 
benefyce wer weill provyded ; quhilk adt he promifed to (land to, and fub- 
fcryved the famen willinglie, as the Prefbytrie bookes may teilifie ; but 
the King fent for him at tiie next Aflemblie, and fl;ayed doing thairof . 

This next AflTemblie, and the lad that ever the King wes at in Scot- 
land, fould have mett at St Andrewes ; but the King changed both tyme 
and place, for the Aflembly wes continowed fra July to November ; and 
when they mett at Edinburgh, the King wold have them fitting in the 
Palace of Halyruidhous, where there wes never ane Aflemblie of the 
Kirk before. 

At this Aflemblie, M' Patrick Galloway wes Moderator, and the 
King's oune Minifler for the tyme. Many purpofes wer handled into it, 
and meetings appoynted to reafon things alreadie concludit more exa6l- 
Ue : Yet, in the end, nothing wes altered, vpon the King's oune decla- 
ration that he propofed nothing in all this that he wes craving, but the 
glorie of God and weill of this Reformed Kirk, and to have the Minif- 
ters in good cace ; for he profeflbd openlie in this Aflemblie, that he 
knew no faiftie to Religion, nor to his oune ftanding and eftate, nor to 
the weill of the countrey, but only be his finceir profefling of the trueth 
taught in this kingdome, and fubverting of all other profelfions in the 
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caotnir^ and lig^ and mqpartiall fsxemtinn €f iofiioe» qnhilk he pro- 
mifed, be God's gsace, to doe better in tymes enmdng that he baddraie 
in former tymes ; willing all Minifters to intimat the fiune in all their on* 
gregationa, and to try ootPa|Mfiay and mifeontented people of all lankes 
with the prefent govemane&t, and ddate them to his MnufterSy that ex- 
B& order may be taken with them : Qnhilk made the Aflemblie to give 
thankea Tnto Godi 

And fo the next AflemUie wea appoynted to be in Abefdon* the laft 
Tnyfday of July, IQM ; hot ere that day came, Qneene ESizabeth, that 
good Qoeene of En^and^ dqpairted this lyfe the 24 of March anno 



i^!Lt«d ^^^ ' ^^^ ^'^'^ ^^^ ^^ f^^ ^'^ ^ bdng her rig^teoos heyre, and 

It Aberddn, but fliee had fo ofdained in her latter will ; fo that the CoonceQ of Enidand 

giirddM King proclaimed oar King openlie King James the Sixty King of Scotlandt to 

I^^e!^^ be James the Fait, King of England^ Scodand, France, and Instance 

after QnecBe This I mention to let it be feen how eafiUe oar King, if he had j^eafed, 

the u himS^ mig^t bane broght that Epifcopall govemement of that Kirk of £ng- 

ieo3. land (quhilk wes fo weiU aboliihed and pot oat of oar Kirk of Scotland) 

to this oar govemement be Aflemblies and Preflbytries, feing that Do&or 

Doctor Bn. BancrofL who had written a booke afirainft oar King as not bavins right 

Ctt^h^ tilMl B* of 

Laaaoa, wnu to the CTOone of England, wes now Bifdiop of London, and wold no 
tfa^mmoi ^^'^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ content to alter that, thdr govanement Epifcopall to 
Eogbad. IT oar govemoment, qoherin he knew oor King wes broaght vp, if the 
fwmd the Mid King woald hsve fpsired his lyfe. As alfo, the King knew that M' John 
•ithe ^^T^' Davidfone, quho wes againit the Epifcopade in England, had writt^i 
H^to tiMt ane anfwer to that booke, eftabliihing oar King's right to the croune of 

England ; and yet our King both fpaired the Bifchop of London, and 
flood for the mainteinance of that Epifcopall govemement, and the cere- 
moniall rites depending thereon; preflfing continwallie to bring this 
poore Kirk of Scotland to them, but never to draw them to ws, (quher- 
vnto he wes coanfelled be fome of the nobilitie of England, becaus they 
heard the Kingconfefle that there durfl no profeft Fapifl be in aU Scot- 
land, be reafone the difcipline of that Kirk tooke fuch preceife ordour 
with them,) as yow (ball heare and know be the courfe of dealling vfed 
againit the Kirk of Scotland, quhen now he wes (by all men's expe^- 
tion almoft) fett doune peaceablie King of England. 



croniM, 
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To the effe^atii]^ of quhilk puJTpofe) the finceer profeflburs of the 
traeih of God* wad Ihe fiaceeieft Minifters in both the kingdomea, op* 
pofed to Epileopall govememeiit, made all the helpe that they could : 
And therefore, fo foone as fome of the Minifters of England perceaved, 
at his firft coaaing in, how his l^eftie inclyned to the Bifchops, and 
looked doune vpon thebr oppofites, they bracke their hearts, and made 
% heavie r^rate that they were fo difappoynted of their expe^tion. 
Yet, having fome hope that the Kii^, who wes fo weill broght vp, and 
vnderftood perfedtlie the great good that the eftablifhed difcipline of the 
Kirk of Scotland wroght, there were treatifes and bookes fett out agamft 
Bifehope and their vnlawfuU goyemement, quhilks angred the King, be- 
caus he faid tiiat ther wes no man that wold avow them, and therefore 
he regairded them not. Quhilk made one aged gentleman, called 1604. 
Thomas Quhythall, Efquire, weill verfed in the Scriptures and the an- jl^i^dp^^ 
dent writers, to fett out a treatife in print, putting therto his name, quher- *^®? ^£^^ 
in he proved ihe vnlawfulnes of that hierarchie of Bifchops in England ; lyvermg Thomas 
and had, for his oppofition to them, and for the mant^iance of the trueth, ^^^ the 6. 
fuffi^ed great troubles in Queene Marie's tyme. This treatife he put in ^o Sf*'^*^5 
the King's oune hand ; but quh^i the King vnderftood quhat the fubie^ <tf the said Thomas. 
the booke wes, he put it in the Bifchop of Canterburie's hand, defireing 
him to pervfe it : But the gentleman, for his rewaird, wes put into jHifon, 
and there detained till he fell in a great feeknes, and then being old and 
heavilie difeafed, he wes vpon great moyen letten out, but inftantlie 
thereafter dqmirted this life. But to our hiftorie agame. 



The firft fpeciall thijog that the King laboured vpon wes to make ane 
Vnion betuixt the two Kingdomes, alwayes without pr^u<Hce to any of 
the Kingdomes, either in Kirk or Policie ; for 9t his Maieftie's going vp 
to En^and, he openly confefled in the Great Kirk of Edin'., that he had 
left the [Kingdome ?] of Scotland peaceable in Kirk and Policie, and wes 
not mynded to alter the famen any wayes. And fo, in his going to Ber^ 
wicke, fome Minifters of Scotland came out of their houfes to ialute him 
be the way, and prayed for a bleffing to his Maieftie's great preferment ; 
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quhom he knew and thanked, recommending to them a care of the peace 
of the Kirk, afluiring them that he wes not mynded to make any alterar 
tion in the eftate of this Kirk ; and, therefore, willed them to notifie 
the fame to their brethren. 

When the King wes come to England, and Queene Elizabeth buried, 
he caufed that a parliament fliould be holden in Scotland, in the moneth 
of Aprile, the year 1604 ; lykeas there wes a parliament indi£ted in 
England at the fame tyme, to treat of the Vnion of both the Kingdomes. 
And becaus it had ever bein the cuftome that the Generall Aflemblie 
of this Kirk met either before the parliament or at the end thereof, the 
Provinciall Aflemblies of the haill realme meeting before that, at their 
ordinar dyet, nominat their Commiffioners to wait vpon that parliament ; 
who, coming to Edinburgh, and meeting with the Commiffioners of the 
Generall Aflemblie, two of the faid Commiffioners being come latelie £ra 
court, they eamefUie foght that a Generall Aflemblie might be holden, 
quherin the maters of the Kirk might now be looked vnto. Quhen all 
other eftates of both the Kingdomes wer looking to their oune priviledge 
and freedome, the Commiffioners newlie come from his Maieflie, with 
adyyce of feme others of the Commiffioners, told the brethren of the 
miniftrie, that his Maieflie wes petitioned be them that there might be a 
Generall Aflemblie holden at fuch a neidfull tyme ; but the King reply- 
ed, that it wes not neidfuU, feing ther wold nothing be done in this 
parliament but only Commiffioners chofen to treat of the Vnion ; but 
quhen the due tyme came, they fliould haue a Generall Afllemblie, if they 
behaved themfelves peaceablie. Quhervpon the Minifters, being once 
mynded to give in a Proteflation to the Parliament, yet did it not, hope- 
ing for the better efterwards ; only the Commiffioners directed be their 
Provinciall Aflemblies gave in feme Articles to the Commiffioners of the 
Generall Aflemblie there conveined, admonifliing them, and chargeing 
them as they fliould anfuer to Jefus Chrifl:, the Head and Govemour of 
his Kirk, to confider thefe Articles, and (land for the liberties of this our 
Kirk of Scotland, in fuch a neidfull tyme ; and, efpeciallie, to fie that 
no men voted in parliament in name of our Kirk, but they that had di- 
re6tion from the Kirk, that is, from the Generall Aflemblie ; or, if that 
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could not be had fix>m their Frovindall Aflemblie, certifieing them that 
did in the contrair they would be accompted enemies to the Gofpell of 
Chiift, and cenfured before their ordinar iudge. 

'Jliis Parliament ryding, the Earl of Montrois being his Maieftie's 
grand Conmiiffibner, two Minifters rode as Commiffioners from the 
Kirk, albeit they had a fpeciall Commiflion, Mr David Lindfay, Mmifter 
at Leith, and M' Jo°* Spotifwood, his fone-inJaw, Mmifter at Glafgow. 
Litle or nothing being done at this parliament, it was prorogat to the 
moneth of July following, and held at St Johnftoun, be reafon of the 
peftilence that wes at Edinburgh. 

There wes no ryding in the parliament, and there wer but few of the 
ancient Nobilitieprefent, yet they that wereprefent defyred the parliament, 
be the mouth of the Earle of Montrofe, to make ane a£b that this intended 
Vnion fhould nowayes preiudge the liberties of the Kirk of Scotland, 
but all their liberties Ihould be ratified, both for the trueth of do6trine 
and difcipline therof, as it wes prefentUe profefled and exercifed in the 
fame ; quhilk wes condefcended vnto, be word, and a minute therof put 
in write. This wes almoft all that wes done in that parliament for our 
Kirk, and nothing more could be done, in refpedt of the great number 
of new-made Earles and Lords, and the Conuniffioners of the Generall 
Aflemblie, who knew the King's mynd in all thir maters concerning the 
Kirk. 

Now, the tyme wes approaching when the Generall Aflemblie fhould i604. 
haue mett at Aberdein ; quhilk wes appointed, be the King's oune con- wT!^bt^! 
fent, to be holden the laft Tuyfday of July, anno 1604 ; yet before the 
day came, the King fent doune fundrie Articles in write, both to the 
Counfell and to the Commiffioners of the Generall Aflemblie, (for now 
this countrey began to be guyded be diredtions of Articles. ) The Article 
concerning this Kirk wes, that the Afl*emblie, appoynted to be at Aber- 
dein in the moneth of July prefent, fliould not be keeped, neither any 
other dyet appoynted, tiU the Vnion wes concluded; and then his 
Maieftie fliould declair his will quhen and quher the Generall Aflemblie 
fliould be. Thi3 Article was notified to fundrie Preft)ytries. The 
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Preibytrie of St Andrewes, leafoning the matar tbemfelyes, eondiided* 
that it wes both neceflarie and expedient, for their right difcharge of 
their confciences and duetie to God and his Kirk, that they fliould fend 
their Commiffioners to keepe the faid Aflemblie ; and th^^fore nominate 
three of the brethren, quho went to Aberdein, and finding yeiie few 
Minifters there before them, tooke them and two notars witneflea, in 
forme of ane Inftrument, that they had done thdr duetie, quherby they 
convicted the confciences of Minifters dwelling nigh to Aberdein, quho 
had not fuch a regard as they had to keip the Kirk in her ancient and 
godlie libertie, fo weill warranted by God's Word, be the lawes of the 
nation, and be a continuall praftice fen the Refonnation of Religion ; 
eQpedallie, confidering that the dyet and place of that Aflemblie wes fet 
doune be the King himfelfe in the laft Generall AfiemUie holden at 
Halyruidhous. So, comeing back againe to the next Prefbytrie day 
in St Andrewes, declared quhat they had done, and wot comended and 
approven in that which they did. 

The hrethr^i of the miniftrie in the North, confidering in thar 
Preibytries, that other AGnifters had tonreteine the Kirk in her liberties, 
agried to fend their CSommiflioners firom their Synod, to be holden in 
Aberdein in Auguft next, to all the Provinciall Affemblies in the coun- 
trey ; defyring them to fend their Commiifioners to the Synod of Fyfe^ 
to be holden in St Andrewes in September following ; there to advyfe 
what wes the way to get a Generall Aflemblie keeped, and how to get 
the infolencie of Papifts reprefled, etc. Quhilk dyet wes folemnhe keeped 
in St Andrewes, both by Minifters from divers provinces, and thaa>- 
felves. Ther wes the Laird of Lawrieftoun, bemg now maid his 
Maieftie's Commiffioner in Kirk EiEaires, readie with letters fiK>m the 
Counf^ to difcharge that meeting, if they held it as a Generall AfiEba- 
Mie ; but quhen they afluired [him] of the contrarie, and deelaired to him 
the neceflitie and expediencie of that meeting, it being alio their ordinarie 
tyme, he acquiefced ; and quhen they began to fpeake ol the way how 
a G^iieraU AflemMie might be obtained with his Maieftie's licence, and 
reafened alio the warrands that God's Kirk had for their meetings, al- 
beit (as God forbid) that they had a King contrarie mynded, concluded 
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that it was expedient that f(Hne new dyet fould be fett doune for a Ge- 
neral! Aflemblie, and the King to be petitioned to confent to the fame, 
and all provinces to be warned therto. Yet Lawriftoun intreated them 
not to doe fo, feing ther wes a better way to get their intent ; and that 
wes, for that meeting to write to all other Prefbytries and Synods to fend 
their Commiffioners to Perth, the lait Tuyfday of October following, 
quhair the Commiflioners of the Generall Aflemblie, and he alfo, ihould 
be there : And, after condufion taken, he promifed faithfullie to deall 
with his Maieftie, that a Generall Aflemblie (hould be obtauied, to their 
contentment. 

Quhilk meeting wes folemnlie keeped at Perth, and great and many 
greivances giyen in, efpeciallie againft the Commiffioners of the Gene- 
rail Aflemblie, becaus they tooke vpon them the govemement of the haiU 
Kirk, and ftayed a Generall Aflemblie to be, quherin they that votedin par- 
liament, without commiffion from the Kirk, might be cenfured. The 
Commiffioners of the Generall Aflemblie enraged at this, (fo many <^ 
them, I fay, as fand themfelves culpable, ) anfuered yerie vncharitablie, 
and in great anger faid, ^' If yow looke to get a Generall Aflemblie with- 
out ws, aflay it." And fo fome brethren, perceaving that no good wes 
lyke to be done, depairted homewards. ThenLawrieftoun, his Maiefl;ie's 
Commiffioner, preaffing to pacifie the matter, befought the brethren to 
concurre, and advyfe what petitions they wold fend vp to the King, and 'i604. 
he Ihould prefent tiiem, and deale faithfullie to get them contented, for ^oirJ^^!^^]^ 
he wes prefentlie to take ioumey, and fhould fhortlie bring back his ^ ^^Sj^*^' 
Maieftie's good anfuer ynto them* AsaembUe. 

So thir four Articles wer agried vpon, and fent vp at that tyme : 
Firfl^ Craveing a Generall Aflemblie to be keeped without his Maieftie's 
ofience, according to the a£ts of parliament and cuftome of the Kirk : 
Secondlie, That ordour might be taken with Papifts, contemners of the 
Kirk's difcipline : Thirdlie, That godlie and fiuthfuU brethren in Eng- 
land, vexed be the Bifchoppes, might find favour with his Maieftie, and 
be leponed to their offices and Uvings : Fourthlie, That brethren vnpro- 
vyded, and hurt at the laft modification, might be helped at this yeare's 
I^at. 
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But no anfuer came againe from the King that yeare ; quherfore, in 

the moneth of Merch, anno 1605, a godlie brother, M' John Forbes, 

be the advyce of the Provinciall Aflemblies in the North, and having 

the advyce alfo of feme of the Secreit Counfell, wea font in Commif- 

ifiaiertie* ^^^ ^ King's maieftie. Quhilk Commiffion wea weill accepted of, 

gradoos anraer and anfwers returned both to the Counfell and miniftrie by yoking ; de- 

petition, Mot by clariug, that he wes nowayes mynded to alter any eftablifched order in 

^Shf^br^ our Kirk ; but, as he had been bom and broght vp therein, wold men- 

feBMt and pro. taiuc the liberties thereof ; and therefore, had dedaired his will to this 

the QmnstL go- Comxniffioner for keeping of a Generall Aflemblie ; lykas he had given 

s^^i^ £en <lu^^^o^ to his Counfcll to take ftrick ordour with all Papifts that com- 

Presbyterian. mitted any enormities againft the lawes enaAed. 

At M' Johne's back-comeing, the King*s Commiffioner, Lawrenftoun^ 
and the Commiffioners of the Generall Aflemblie, had written lettres to all 
Prefbytries, that they Ihould fend their Commiffioners to keepe*a Gene- 
rall Aflemblie at Aberdein, the 2d day of July following, and in fome 
lettres the 5th day of July wes named : Quherby it came to pafle, that 
divers Miniilers keeped the 2d day ; and many, being flayed by evill 
weather, came not ; and others keeped the 5th day, but fand that the 
Aflemblie wes diflblved the faid 2d day ; and that, vpon this occafion, 
the Laird of Lawrenftoun, his Maieftie's Commiffioner, perceaving a few 
number of I^Cnifters mett together, talked with them, and told them 
that he had letters to charge them not to meet at that tyme. To the 
quhilk, M' Jo''. Forbes, in name of the reft, anfwered, that it wold not be 
Weill done fo to doe, feing the King's maieftie, his Councell, and his 
lordfchip, had appoynted that day and dyet for that Generall Aflemblie ; 
but feing there wer fo few conveined, it fliould be beft for the brethren 
to meit, and only prorogat the Aflemblie to a new dyet : To the quhilk 
Lawrenftoun agrieing, they conveine, and be his vote and votes of the 
brethren, M' Jo'*. Forbes wes nominat Moderatour, and M' Jo*'. Sharpe 
fcribe. The prayer ended, (for there wes no doctrine, be reafon M' 
Patrick Galloway, the Moderator of the laft Aflemblie, wes not there, ) 
they declair to the King's Commiffioner that they wold handle no ef- 
£ures, but only prorogat the Aflemblie, with his advyce, to a new dyety 
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quhilk they thought meet fhould be in Augull following : But he, con- 
fidering that this doing wes againfl the Counfell's charge, fends for ane 
officer of annes, and charges them to defift from keeping that Aflemblie, 
vnder the paine of homing : They, againe, fo foone as they wer charged, 
tooke inflruments in the officer's hands, (who alfo wes a notar, ) that they 
obeyed, but he will give them no inftrument. Quhervpon they inftant- 
lie diflblved, and went to the Common-clerkis chamber in Aberdein, 
and thair tooke documents of their obedience, fo foone as ever they wer 
charged. This being done, they fent away fome brethren, with all 
hafte, to informe the Counfell of their obedience ; yet Lawrenftoun had 
preveined them, and faid, that he charged them openlie, at the mercat 
croce of Aberdein, the night before, not to conveine ; but he could pro- 
duce no witnefles of that charge : Yet the Counfell conveined more 
airlie then they had wont to doe, and before many of the Lords of the 
Councell came, they who wer prefent concluded to put all thofe ^Gnifters 
that wer conveined in Aberdein to the home : But after reafoning of 
the mater, that wes flayed ; and the Counfell, hearmg that M' Jo"". For- 
bes and M' Jo*^. Welfche wer in Edinburgh, fent for them, and after fome 
queftions, proponed and anfuered ingenuoujQie and plamlie, the Counfell 
ordained them to be detained in the Caftell of Ed', that night ; and 
vpon the mome they wer caried to the Caftell of Blacknefle, and ther 
wairded till his Mueftie's will fhould be farther knowen. 

After this, almoft all that keeped that Aflemblie at Aberdein wer fum- 
oned before the Counfell^ and all convi£t of diflbbedience to his Ma- 
ieftie's charge, and therfor wer ordained to enter their perfons in fundrie 
caftells and wardhoufes. Some wer put in Blacknefle, fome in the 
Caftell of Sterline, fome in the Caftell of Doune ; onlie the Counfell 
Q)aired fome of the Minifters quho excufed their doing, and faid that 
tliey wer forie for quhat they did, and fome of them being fent home to 
their oune houfes, ane of them being at home, and confidering that his 
brethren had ftuid better to Chrift's caufe then he, being troubled in his 
mynd, pafled willinglie to the Counfell againe, and profefled that he wes 
troubled in mynd for the anfuer that he had given tiieir lordfchlps ; and 
boldlie affirmed, that none of them had iufUie offended the King or their 
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lordfchips in keeping of that meeting : Qohilk anfuer made the Lords 
to fend him to Sterfine to beare his brethren OMnpany that wer there 
before him ; quhilk ordinanoe he willinglie obeyed. At the fime tyrae, 
Sir George Home, now Earle of Dumbar, came in great favour with the 
King, and wes fo highlie preferred that he wes fent downe to Scot- 
land and imployed in great eflUres both in Kirk and contrey, and wes 
honored as a great prince and ruler in this kingdome. Therefore he 
wardit Minifters, yea and good gentlemen of credit and aocompt, wrote 
letters, and fpacke earoeftlie to the Earle of Dumbar to interceid for fiir 
your at the King's hands to the faids Minifters, who wer fo wrangouilie 
troubled without any iuft cans: But neither writing nor fpeiking 
availed ; but be the contrur, in the moneth of July and Auguft there 
were proclamations maid, condemning the Minifters that keeped that 
meeting at Aberdein, as fa&ious, feditious, and plaine contemners of the 
King's maieftie and his Secrete Counfell ; declairing alfo, that if any 
Minifter, in privat or public defend their doing, they (hould be com- 
mitted as guiltie as they, and feveirly puniihed. 

In the end of Auguft, the wairdit Minifters compeired before the Se- 
crete Counfell, and certaine interrogatories being fpeired at them, to the 
quhilk they anfwered, they wer remitted back to their waird againe ; I 
Nunet of the im- moanc the fox brethren, M" Johne Forbes, Jo». Welfch, Andro Duncan, 
lets, 6 in num- Robert Durio, Allex'. Straquhan, and Johne Scharpe, all maried ex- 
A^ eS y^* cept M' Jo". Scharpe ; fo their wyfes came to Blacknefle and vifited them 
Dumbar. Their fometvmes. lu this tvme, that frequent proclamations and fumonds wer 

(knit mma riH-in^ * w ' T * 

intiiat ABsembHe vfod agaiuft thir wairdit Minifters in Blacknefle, ther came out fundrie 
1^,^^^ Apologies, defending their doings, and proving by many arguments that 
order, u wes ai- they fliould rather be honoured and rewairded than imprifoned and pun- 

iflied ; feing it wes neceflar and expedient that this Kirk, quhilk had 
enioyed the libertie of her Aflemblies with fo great fruit and comfort, 
now almoft fyftie yeares, fliould be loath to lofle the pofleffion of fuch a 
iewall ; efpeciallie, feing ther wes no lefle intended then the vtter taking 
away of that libertie of the Kirk to i^poynt her Generall AflembUes, as 
they wer wont to doe : For the King profefled that he loved them not, 
and tliat all Aflemblies fliould be at his appoyntment ; and the Bifchc^ 
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and Coiaiiiiffioners of the Kirk maid aU the moyen that they cmldy that 
there ibould never be a firee Generall AiTembEe againe» leaft they fhould 
have bein cenfiired and panifhed for tbeb faults and foull offences. 

Thir things^ being fo notoriouflie knowen, made the Connfell fet out 
a ProdamatioD, quherby theydeclaired the King's maieftie's conftant af- 
feffian to the true Religicm prefenthe profeffed withm this reahne ; and 
albeit his Maieftie wes to take order with fome few feditious Miniflers, 
yet wold he iliy ccmtinow in punilhing Papifls, and fuch as wold not 
obey the prefent ordour of this Kirk. Vpon the backe of this procla- 
mation followed two great effects ; the one wes, his Maieftie fent aught 
miflive letters, dated on the backe this way, « To our truftie and weil- 
bdk»ved (fuch a man) Minifter of (fuch a place, or redtor of," etc.) they 
ar ta fisiy. Mailers Androw Melvill, W"'. Scott, James Melvill, Johne ^ames oe the s 
Cainnidiael], Adam Colt, W°^. Watfone, James Balfour, and Robert bj k. jJ^ to 
Wallace, to come to him to England, that he might conferre with them ^to England, 
concerning the eftake of the Kirk of Scotland, before the 15 day of the 
next moneth, September ; and the Minifters in Blackneffe wer charged 
alib to compeir before his Maieftie's Counfell in Lithgow, in the moneth 
of OAober, there to give obedience to his Maieftie's lawes, vtherwayes- 
to vnderlye afyfe, and be puniihed for their rebellion. 

The relation of all the particulars of thir two effects wold be long- 
fome ; and therefore I (hall only touch fuch purpofes therein as i^per- 
taioes to this prefent hiftorie. The Minifters and fervants of Chzift 
Jefus being fent for, albeit they wer diflwaded be fome from going out 
of the countrey, and defyred to write the iuft excufes to the King ; yet 
they concluded, in end, that they wold all goe forward, and commend 
themfelvesto Grod's prote^on and dire£tion in all things. So fome paft 
by ie% and fome l^ land ; but all came to London before the day ap- 
po]rnted ; quhilk, when the King vnderftood, at the day pr^xed he fent 
for than, and welcumed them in a homelie and heartlie maner, talking 
gai^alUe and mirrilie of fundne purpofes, and app<^ted to them par- 
tieufer dyets quhen he wes to eonferre with them : Firft fpeaking to 
them aU, M' James Melvill being their mouth ; and, quhen he faw he 
came no fpeed that way, at vib^ dyets he fpake to Hxern feveraUie ; 
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fometyme qiihen fome of the Nobilitie of England and Scotland, and 
Bifchops of both the kmgdomes, wer prefent, and fometymes quhen only 
Bifchops and fome of the Scottis Counfell wer befyde : But at all tymea 
their opmions and fpeaches agried fo, and God fo aflifted them with wif- 
dome and boldnes, that the auditours admired to heir them fpeike, and 
put all others to iilence that preafled to contradidt them ; ever infifting 
on that poynt, that the Kirk of God in Scotland ihould poflefle her an- 
cient and weill-warranted libertie to conveine in their Generall Aflem- 
blies and other Ecclefiafticall meetings, or els God's trueth and good 
maners could not remaine long, but Papiftrie and all fort of vyces wold 
abound^ and that wes begiiming evidentUe to be fein alreadie. The 
King, not being content with them, caufed them to be put fundrie, and 
wes content that they (hould be put to Deanes and Do&ours of greateft 
cleigie, to fee if that wold bring them to ane other opinion : Yet that 
courfe was ftayed ; only M' Andro Melvill wes remitted to the Deane of 
Paul's ; but he fo reafoned with the Deane, quho intertained him in his 
houfe, that the Deane wes defyrous to be quyte of fuch a gueft. Then 
it wes defyred to have fome of the learned and mod powerfull preach- 
ours, either of Bifchops or Doctors, to make public fermons to caft 
doune the do6trine and govemement of the Kirk of Scotland ; and our 
Minifters wer appoynted to iitt vpon a funne together, dire^e before 
the piilpit, that j;hey might the better heare them, and be moved with 
their doctrine : But that availed not ; for the Minifters offered to make 
anfuers to all their fermons, albeit that wes not permitted. In end, after 
many fupplications given in be them to the King's maieftie to fuffer 
them to goe home to their charges and callings, no grant wes obtained ; 
but the Bifchop of Canterburie, Richard Bancroft, (for fo he called him 
in his conference, ) fent for foure of them, that he might conferre with 
them ; quho comeing to him, he caufed all that wer with him to remove, 
that he might talke with thofe Minifters of Scotland ; and, aft;er long 
conference, fometymes merrilie, and fometymes gravelie, he concluded, 
that feing the King's maieftie and all the IQrk of England profefled that 
fame trueth and Gofpell that they and the Kuk of Scotland profeffed, 
except only in the mater of govemement and fome few ceremonies, they 
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wold doe Weill to yeild to his Maieftie, and no doubt his Maieftie wold 
be beneficiall to them, and they flioiild find him alfo a fpeciall freind to 
them all, according to his power. They anfwered, that they wer debt- The Hinutera' 
bound in all humihtie to ferve his Maieftie, and to doe any thing that ^^^f can- 
they might doe with a good confcience ; but, be many reafons, maid him ^^'SSlAStSafl 
fie that the yeilding to thefe things in our Kirk, quhilk had abiured them OoTernemeat 
all, his Maieftie, the haill eftates and bodie of this kingdome having perimieT^ ^ 
fwome againft them, in that Confeffion of Faith fubfcryyit be his Ma- 
ieftie and all his fubie£U, wes nothing els but the banifhing of the Grof- 
pell, and the drawing on of God's curfe ypon them all. The Bifchop, 
feing that he could move them nothing be any meanes that he vfed, faid 
merrilie, '* Let vs pairt in peace, feing we are all brethren in Chrift to- 
gether. I will drinke to yow all, and doe quhat I may to get yow liber- 
tie to goe home to your callings :** And with that raife himfelfe, he being 
vncovered all the tyme of their conference, and filled a cup of fecke, and 
dranke to them all, and maid them all to drinke ; and fo difinifled them, 
they daylie looking for libertie to be fent home to their places and call- 
ings. But when they wer prepauing themfelves to make homeward, the 
Earle of Salifl>urrie fent a fervant of his to M' Andrew Melvill, defire- 
ing him to come to his lodging about 12 houres, (it wes the Sabboth- 
day quhen the Counfell fitts in England afiemoone.) M' Andrew Mel- 
vill and the reft wer then at their breakfaft, and they mervelled quhat 
the mater could meane, but M' Andrew, after his mirrie manor, faid, " I 
warrand 30W he calles me to dinner, but I wold have that tyme of day 
pafled before I goe." So, he ftaying, ane other fervant cometh for him, 
with whom he went ; and be that tyme the Ear]e had almoft dyned : So 
he ftayed quhill the denner wes ended ; and then the Earle, conferring 
with him, fliew him that the King had gotten knowledge of feme verfes 
quhilks wer alledged writtin be him againft the comely ordour of their 
Church, quherat his Maieftie wes offended ; and therfore defyred to 
know if he was the maker of them, and tooke them out of his pocket 
that he might fie them. The verfes wer thir : 

I 
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M' Andro Mel- 
▼ill's VertM, ooa- 
cernlngtlM 
King's Chappdl. 



Cur ftant elaufi Anglia libri duo regia in an 

Lumina csca duo pellubra fieca duo ? 
Num fenfum cultumque Dei tenet Anglia clauAun, 

Lumine c»ca fuo forde fepulta fua. 
Romano et ritu dum regalem inftruit aram, 

Purpuream pingit religiofa lupam ! 

Thui in Engli/h : 

On kinglie Chappell altar ftanda blind candle-fticks, eloPd books. 
Dry filver baflns, tuo of each : Quherfore ? fayes he who looker 
The mynd and worfchip of the Lord doth England fo keip eloflV, 
Blind in their fight, and buried in ther filthinefle and droflb : 
And quhill, with Roman rites, Ihe doeth her kinglie ahar drefle, 
Religiouflie a purpled whoore to trim doeth flie profbflle I 



When M' Andrew Melvill had fein the verfes, he faid, that vp<m the 
occaikm of fome who aiked, Quhat he thoght of the altar and ornaments 
that wer in the King's maieftie*s Chappell ? he had indeed maid thefe 
verfes, with a heavie heart, eonfidering that fuch iuperftitious things 
fliould be in his Maieflie's Chappell, quho wes fo religiouflie )nt)ght vp 
in the fincere Kirk of Scotland, quhair nothing wes allowed of but that 
quhilk wes oonfonant to God*s trueth and Gofpell ; but imagined not 
diat any fliould be therwith offendit iuillie, feing he only aOtes fome 
queftions. " Then truelie," fieud the Earie, <^ Imerv^ how they have 
come in the King's hands/' Alwayes, M' Andro Mehrill wes dxarged 
ther prefentlie to come before the Counfell to aafwer to fuch things as 
fliould be aiked him ; and quhen he compeared, (the King himfetfe not 
piefent,) he was heavillie accufed of fundrie things, quhilk drew him (as 
they faid) vnder the compas of treafon : But [he] anfwered boldlie for 
himfelfe, and layed fome poynts of treafon indad to their charge ; al* 
leadging that he fliould not have been iudged be that Com^U, femg his 
Maieftie, his mafter and lord, wes not there ; but he fliould be fent home 
to be iudged in Scotland, feing he was a native Scotfman borne ; And 
fpack fome words to the Scots Lords who wer counfellours there, 
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bidding them take heid that they maid not a prepantive of poore 
Andro Melvill againft themfelves, or their ire»nda and pofteiitie } bitt 
quhatevefr he fpacke was taken in an^ eviU part. In end^ he wes re^ 
movedi and M' James Melvill called in ; to qtihom the Bifchop of Can-^ 
terbunie fpacke^ in hia way^ of his gravities learnings modeft beharViour 
and Chriftian cariage } giveing him his counfell and admonition fo to 
continow, and to admotdih his brethren that they fhould behare tiiem- 
felvea in lyke maner. Qahilk [wes] fpocken to cOndemne his vncle M' 
Androw for his free ipeaking, and wes a preparative to fnair M'^ Andrew 
qnhen he ibould be called before the Counfell againe $ quhfik wes done 
fliorflie efter this : For M' Alex'. Hay, his Maieftie's Scots Secretar, 
and impbyed in all thir tomes concerning tiiir Minifters in Scotland, 
wea fent to Mr Androw Melvill, defyreing him to come before the Conn- 
fell, at fuch ane houre, and he fhould be with him } but none of his 
brethren might goe with him, for they wer all difcharged to come within 
the King's Palace. Therefore they fent ane gentleman to fie quhat 
flioukl be title event of his going ther, they being all iadd and forrowfuU, 
knowing that he wes fo free of fpeach ; but he wes glad^ fayii^^ *' I am 
Weill content that I will get my mynd declaired, plainly and openh^/' 
And fb he had not been but a (hort fpace before the Counfell, quhen 
the gentleman came backe weeping, and told them that M' Androw 
wea caried be water to the Toure* M' James Melvill, therefore,^ went M' Andrew Mei- 
in all haft to fie if he could fie hnn or fpeake with Mm ; but there wes Toore or Lon. 
no poffibilitie at that tyme. '^'^' 

Immecfiatlie after this tyme M' Jame^ Melvill gat a charge to pafie 
oat of London, and remaine in the counteie of Northumberland duiring 
his Maieftie's will. AU the reft were charged to be confyned m fundrie 
partes of Scotland^ and Some within liieir omie parocldnes* Only be 
great moyen, M' Androw Mdvill gat leive that a iervant fliould be iidh 
ptifoned with him in the Toure : And fo the reft wer prepahing tbeon 
fielvea to goe to fimdrie places, as they wer ordained ; only M' James 
Melvill and M' W"". Scott abode fame dayes in London, to fie if any re- 
leife could be gotten to M' Androw MelviSt ; but that wes impoffible. 
So, quh€^ they wer all prepaixing for their ionmey^ there wer fome Mi- 
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nifters, and good profeflburs alfo, that had gotten a contribution of a 
good foume of moneyes, quhilk the j broght to our I^Gnifters, and gladUe 
offered it vnto them ; perfwading them, by many reafons, to take it and 
diftribute the fame among them ; but they, by greater reafona, refuifed 
to take any benefite from them, feing it could not be done without dif- 
honour of his Maiellie, who fent for them in a kindlie maner, without 
difgrace to their oime couhtrey, who wold vndoubtedlie fupplie any want 
they had, and without great fhame to themfelves, femg they wer not in 
any prefent neceflitie ; and praifed God they had enough to defray their 
charges ; but in hartlie maner thanked them, and thoght it meit that 
their oune Miniftera, who wer perfecute and evill handled for the Gof- 
pell's faike, Ihould be fupplied be the famen. So M' James Melvill 
ftayed m England, and remained in Newcaftell, and the reft went home 
in the moneth of May 1607« 

1606. But in this tyme of their beinir in Eneland, there wes ane meetinir 

Ada a aaiimhlin O O ' o 

hoidenatLbUth. holdcu at Liulithgow, quhilk afterwards they called ane Aflembfie, in 
^eSr^D^btf ^^ moneth of December preceiding, anno 1606 ; and this was the cans 
wu his Males- quhy auo Aflemblie wes convocat in Linlithgow at this tyme : The 
sioner. godlicft, and beft, and moft learned men of the miniftrie of Scotland wer 

either banilhed, wairded, or detained in England ; and particularlie M' 
Robert Bruce, Minifter of Ed'., confyned in Invemefle. The fix Mi- 
nifters warded in Blacknes wer broght to Linlithgow, in the moneth of 
OAober; and efter long deliberation, the Earle of Dumbar, with cer- 
taine Lords of the Coimfell, refuifing to give the Minifters any tyme to 
advyfe with the Prefbetries, that they might give his Maieftie fatilfac- 
tion, with a good confcience, wer put to ane aflyfe ; M'^ Thomas Hope 
and M' Thomas Gray procureing for them, and the King's Advocat, M' 
Thomas Hamilton, accufeing them. A fyfe wes called, and the Mini- 
fters, be manieft votes, convi£led and put in the King's maieftie's will ; 
and the iudges defyred the Minifters to fubmitt themfelfes to his Ma- 
The prisoned ieftie's will : But they, be the mouth of M' John Forbes, fpake fo per* 
bes*. Speech; ex. tiucutlie and boldlic, that all who favoured their caufe wer exceeding 
harts su oon. ^j^ . fpedallie, they rehearfed to the Earle of Dumbar and the Lords 
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ther prefent, the hiftorie of the Gibeonites, and how the breckmg of that oerned to sack 
oath made to them broght the plague of God vpon Saul for deftroying y^t, vnder ^ 
of them, four hundreth yeares efter the covenant wes maid with them ; p™® o^ P«'3«n«- 
adiureing the Earle of Dumbar to tell the King's maiellie that they ap- 
plyed this hiftorie to him ; bidding him to bewar to breake the oath of 
God, quhilk he had fwome, in renewing that Solemne Covenant with 
God, that he and all his fubie£ls fhould fticke to the true Religion and 
eftablifhed difcipline of this Kirk all the dayes of their lyfe, vnder the 
paines of endles condemnation in the great day of the Lord. 

This proces againft the Minifters wes not ended till about ellevin 
houres at night, their W3^es being in the toune, and awaiting what fhould 
be the end of that great convention thair. Quhen it wes told them that 
their huibandes wer convidl of Treafon, be fome moe votes then thofe 
quho cleanfed them, and wer put be the iudges in the King's will, they ioy- 
fullie thanked the Lord Jefus quho had given them ftrenth and courage 
to ftand to their Mafter's caufe ; faying, <^ They ar evin handled as their 
Mafterwes before them, quho [wes] iudged and condemned vnder 
night." And albeit bruits paft that the King's maieftie wes better in- 
formed of their doings then of before, and therfore they wold be put to 
libertie, yet a Warrand wes fent home to Sir Johne Amot, his Maief- 
tie's Thefaurer, to provyde a fchippe that they may be banifhed his Ma- 
ieftie's dominions : Quhilk wes done in November 1606 ; for they wer 
broght from Blacknefle to Leith, and there the fchipp being readie, and 
many attending theur imbarking, fell doune vpon their knies on the 
fliore, and prayed two tymes verie ferventlie, moving all the people to 
teares and lamentation, and fang the zziii. Pfalme ioyfidlie ; and then, 
takeing leive of their brethren and acquaintance, paft to the fchipp, and 
gat a ftormie tempeft that they fayled no further that night but to the 
other fyde of the water ; and then, getting a fair wind on the mome, 
wer all tranfported and landed in France. 



Thus the Minifters being banifhed, others being yet in England, and They are ban. 
others in the feverall wardes in Scotland, the King's maieftie wreats In^a^. *^ 
lettres to all Preft}ytries in Scotland, to fend fuch Minifters to thofe 
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Conventions as wer mmed in Linlithgow ; and alfo particular lettrea to 
the faid Miniflers to come to the laid meeting, whither their Pre(by tries 
fend them or not : So that many of the Nobilitie (the Earie c^ Dmn- 
bar being his Maieftie's Chiefe Commiffioner) and fome Barrons mett 
all in Linlithgow, with the Commiffioners fent from the Prelbytries, 
vpon the 10 day of December, anno 1606 ; quhair M' James Law, then 
Bifchop of Orkney, tau^t for M' Patrick Galloway, qoho wes lafl Mo- 
derator of that Generall Affanblie at Halyniidhooa, he not being pee* 
paired to teach ; and, by all ordour. Mailer James Nicolfone, intending 
to be a Bifchop, as appeired efterwards, wes chofen Moderator. The 
man being wife and cahne, b^an at the takeing ordour with Papifls, and 
feemed eameft in that mater ; dedairing, that the caufe why I^ifta in- 
creafed in this land wes, that Moderators of Prelbytries wes oyer oft 
altered^ and fo procefle againft Papifts andother vitions perfons deferted, 
and it wer a goodlie thing that there wer wyfe^ godliemenai^wyntedfor 
Moderators of Frelbytries, to be continowed fra Synod to Synod, qnho 
might be anfwerable both to the King's maieftie and to their Synods for 
their diligence ; and he had a Wamuid firom his Maieftie that he would 
bellow yeirlie a hundreth punds ipon eyerie Modentor that ^ dnetie, 
befyde his ordinar ftipend. 

Some thinges were fpocken againft this, as fearing corruption and 
fuperioritie to come into the Kirk be fuch doing ; but all obie&ioiis wer 
fomeway anfwered, and be manyeft rotes that wes coacluded, and fun- 
drie men nominat Moderators to fundrie Prefl>ytrie8. And then ibme 
Utle thing wes fpocken about the diftraSioB that wes am<»ig the Minifters» 
and a ftrait order taken that they who had rote in Parliament fliould 
not prefume above their brethren, in any cace. So the meeting dtflblyed 
with ioy and finging of a Pfabne, and great thanks to his Maieftie that 
had a mynd to take a more ftrait ordour with Papifts then he had done 
before. Some noblemen, thinking that all things were dcme weill^ de» 
fyred a copie of the a6ts maid ; but that could not be gotten, but a pro- 
mife maid they Ihould be inftantlie jHrinted. 

Immediathe efter the Conv^oition diflblved, Commiffioners wer ap^ 
poynted to fee conftac^t Moderators fett doune in aU Prefl^triea, beginning 
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at the Preibytrie of Edinburgh, and M^ Johne Hall nominat Moderator. 
Then fundrie of the brethren, defyring fome fpace of tyme to thinke vpon 
the tenour of the ad;, quhilk wes fo haftiUie read over that none could 
take up the fubftance therein contained ; but no fpace wes granted, no, 
not till their meeting at aflemoone ; albeit the text of Scripture quher- 
vpon their exercife wes that day, Prov. xxix. 20, hes thir words, ^* Seeft 
thow aman haftieinhis maters, there is more hope of afoole then of him." 
All that could be obtained that day wes, that M' Johne Hall Ihould a& 
himfelfe to continow no longer Moderator then the next Generall Af- 
femblie, and then to demitt the place, if the Generall Aflemblie Ihould 
not confirme that a6l, and nominat him Moderator againe. Commif- 
fioners wer appoynted be the King's Counfell of noblemen and fome of 
the miniftrie to fee this ordour eflablifhed in all Preibytries, and lettres 
of homing raifed for that effect, to caufe the brethren of ilk Preibytrie to 
receave fuch a brother to be their conftant Moderator within 24 houres ; 
and to charge the l»*other nominat to accept the j^ace and oflfee,. vnder 
the faid paine of homing, within 24 houres ; quherby it came to pa^ 
that many Minifters being charged with homing, and the perfone alfo 
nominat being defyrous to accept, all Ptefbytries almoft accepted of thar 
Moderators, but with fundrie conditions and caveata ; hopeing that either 
the Provinciall Afiemblies, or the Generall AffemUie, fould decyde that 
queftion. But quhen the tyme of the Provinckll Affemblies came, 
^re wer Commiflioners appoynted^ be the King's lettres, to be prefent 
at all Synods to fie fuch as wer nominat of the Bifchops and Conmiif- 
fionera of the G^ierall Aflemblie fett doune to be conftant Moderators 
of thofe Aflemblies : As particularlie, my Lord of Scoone, proveft of 
Perth, wes the King's Commiffioner to that Provinciall Aflemblie, quhilk 
held in Perth at that tyme, to fie M' Ales'. Lindfey, Bi£dic^ of Dun- 
keld, fett doune Moderatoor of thcor Aflemblie ; but becaus the bre- 
tlven of that meeting could not get a fight of that a€k, and there wer 
brethren prefent at Linlithgow quho afiirmed that there wes neuer 
fdch a puTpofe fpocken of as a comfl:ant Moderator to a Provinciall Af- 
femblie, the whole brethren voted to keepe their former order; and 
therefore, a leit being made, and the brethren vpon tiie kit removing. 
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M' W"*. Row, prefent Moderator, aiked the votes ; and be the haill votes 
M' Harie Livingftoun wes chofen Moderator : But my Lord of Scoone 
wes difcontented, and wold not fuffer them to keepe ane Aflemblie 
within the Kirk ; but firft did cad over the boord vpon the Minifters when 
they wer praying to God for his blefling, and then locked the Kirk 
doores, fo that they were forced to keepe their Aflemblie in the kirk- 
yaird ; quhervpon M' W"'. Row and M' Harie Livingftoun being fum- 
moned before the Counfell to anfwer for their doings, M' W"". Row not 
darring [to] compeir, knowing his oune danger, wes put to the home, 
and M' Harie Livingftoun wes confyned within his oune parochme. 

Minifters [were] thus put to great ftraits and inconveniences for 
ftanding to the defence of the old difcipline of our Kirk ; and the King 
appoynted that the modification of Minifters* ftipends (hould be in the 
Bifchops* hands, many Minifters began to acknowledge them and honor 
them, as having power in their hands either to doe them good or evill ; 
and therefore Bifchops grew fo proud, that they thought no Prefliytrie 
ihould darre to contradi6l them in any thing : Quhilk maid M' James 
Law, Minifter at Kirkliftoun, now maid Bifchop of Orkney, to write a 
letter to the Prefl)ytrie of Jedburgh to meet at fuch a tyme as he direfted 
them, that he might vifite them, and fie quhat they had done concerning 
fuch things as wer inioyned to them be the Generall AfiTemblie ; but 
the Preft)ytrie now confidering that he had bein made Bifchop wes to 
vfe more authoritie then became him, gave fundrie reafons quherby they 
diflwaded him to come to that vifitation at that tyme ; quherwith he 
not being contented at that tyme, wrote back to them a verie imperious 
letter, boafting that he Aiould come againft them cum iure et pate/late 
vtriu/qae gladii^ fpeaking with the voice and words of Antichrift and 
Pope of Rome, Benefice 8, of quhom it wes writtin, '* IniravU vt tmlpes, 
regnavit vt leOf mortuus vt cants ; " that is, '* He entred into his popedome 
as a fox, he reigned in it as a lyon, and died in it lyke a dogge !** And 
as he boafted, fo he caufed fundrie brethren of that Prefl>ytrie, and the 
Prefl)ytrie of Dunce alfo, be charged to compeir before the Counfell, fo 
that fome of them wer put to the home, and others wer wairded accord* 
ing as he thoght good. 
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After this, becaus the Bifchops and their followers began to be hated 
and fpocken out againft, they wer verie defyrous to enter into a peace- 
able and amicable dealling with all brethren who wer of contrarie iudge- 
ment to them ; and with great deliberation it wes thoght verie expedi- 
ent that there Ihould be a free and peaceable confultation, and if neid 
wer a difputation, to fei if any thing wes done in our Kirk without a 
good warrand, that all thefe thinges might be amended, and love and 
amitie might remaine among the brethren and profeflburs, as it wes be- 
fore. This wes condefcended vnto be both pairties, and with the King's 
maieftie's advyce a day appoynted, and the meeting to hold at Falkland 
the 15 day of June anno 1608 : Quherof fome of the wyfeft and mod 
fincere men of the Minifters getting knowledge, wer offendit that any 
of their iudgement Ihould have put the eftabliflied order and goveme- 
ment of our Kirk, foe weill warranted be Scripture, confirmed be afts of 
parliament, and now in a fweit pofleffion thereof for 50 yeares bygane, 
in any doubt, or fubiedl the fame to cavillation ; feing that the Bifchops* 
intention, in this meeting, could be to no other end but to make the 
contrey to be perfwaded that quhat they fought wes difputable whither 
it might be granted or not. Alwayes, the meeting keept at Falkland 
the day appoynted. The Bifchops and Commiffioners with them mett 
together in tiie Kingis Chappell within the Palace ; and the Mnifters 
(landing for the old difcipline met together in the Paroch-kirk in the 
toune ; and being frequentlie conveined, thoght it beft to choofe a Mo- 
derator. M' Patrick Symfone wes nominat be all their confents ; and 
entring to conferre vpon the pittifull eft ate of our Kirk, and quhat 
Ihould be done for reparation of the fame, they fand a litle teft of the 
fweitnes that wes wont to be in their old Generall Aflemblies, quher 
God's fervants fpacke fiielie and finceirlie in God's maters : and, in end, 
refolved vpon foure Articles, which they fend to the Bifchops and Com- 
miffioners with them. Quhilk being agried vpon, the agriement amongft 
them wold eaiilie follow. 1^. That the Cautions of the Generall Aflem- ^ Artidfls agrM 
blie holden at Montrofe in the King's oune prefence Ihould be infert in SBmfaSSTttd 
the bodie of the a6ls of parliament made in favours of Minifters, voters ^^^^ ^ ^* 
in parliament, and they cenfured accordinglie. 2^^. That the difcipline and 

K 
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govemement of the Kirk eftabliflied, piaftifed, and fwome to and fub- 
fciyved be all, ihould contmow and ftand inviolable. 3^. That the Af- 
femblies, Generall and Ftovincially (hould be reftoired to their old inte- 
gritie as mod effedhiall means to bear doune the enemies. 4^ That the 
banUhed, wairded, and confyned Minifters, God's faithfull fervants, 
ihould be reftoired to their oune places and liberties. 

The Bifchops and Commiffioners of the Generall Aflemblie appeired 
heartilie to confent to thir Artides ; jet needfull it is ((ay they) that the 
Generall Affemblie confent to them, that they may have the greater 
authoritie, and the King may be the better contented ; and quhill the 
Aflemblie come, << We think," (fayes the Bifchops and Commiflioners 
with them,) *Hhat yow may agrie to thir Articles quhilks we have fett 
doune : — 1. That there be no publi6fc fpeaking on ather fyde againft 
or with the prefent govemement of the Kirk ; but all fermons Ihall 
fpeake againft Fapifts, their dodtrine and vngodlie pra£lifes. 2. That 
the Generall Aflemblie hold at the tyme appoynted, the laft Tuyfday of 
July, and the King's maieftie intreated to confent thereto. 3. That the 
generall affaires of the Kirk be only handUt at that Generall Aflemblie ; 
and the particular controverfies anent the govemement of the Kirk be 
handlit firft privatlie be the Commiflioners deput to that efiedt. 4. 
That eameft foliftation be maid to the King for the reliefe of all the Mi- 
nifters that ar put fira their charges any way.'* 

To thir Articles the Minifters all confented for good caufes, for the 
tyme, fearing, if they had met any oppofition, neither fliould a Generall 
Aflemblie be gotten, neither the troubled Minifters get releife : For, at 
this fame tyme, the Earle of Dumbar came doune with a magnifick 
Comiffion of Lievetennandrie for all the North partes of Scodand ; and 
rumour paft, that if the King gatt not contentment be the Kirk, he 
wold difcharge all Prefl>ytrie6 and Aflemblies to them. At the fame 
tyme, there came doune with the Earle of Dumbar fome Deanes, 
the Dean of Winchefter, who fliortlie efter wes maid Bifchop of Canter^ 
burrie, and the Dean of Ripon, and fome Dodtors. The earand wes to 
perfwad all that wold be perfwaded with them, that there wes no difier^ 
ence betwixt their Kirk of England and ours, but only inafew h 
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things ; and cheiflie, concerning the govemement of the Kirk, they being 
governed be Bifchops, and we be Freibytries and Aflemblies ; and fome 
ceremonies they vfed quhilk we wanted : Yet never talked they openlie 
of thir puipofes till they came to St Andrews, and heard M' Ro^ Howie, 
quho now wes in M' Andrew Melvill*s place, and there, in the New 
Colledge, teached and affirmed as he could the authoritie of Bifchops 
above Minifters ; for the quhilk leflbn the Prefbytrie of St Andrews fe- 
veirHe puniflied him, and ane open refutation of that leflbn came out, to 
his great difgrace, be fome who had been M' Andro Melvill's fchollers, 
and now wer M'^ Robert Howie's auditours at this tyme. 

So the Aflembfie quhilk wes granted be the King's maieflie to be at isos. 
Dundie wes keept in Linlithgow the laft Tuyfday of July, anno 1608. ^^^jJ^Jr 
The godlie and wyfe brethren who flood to the order of the Kirk, fear- ^•'^ ^^> Bis- 
ing that fome great evill ihould be done at this Aflemblie, caufed pen wes^Modentorf ' 
Inflru£lions to be fent to all Prefbytries, quherby the Commiffioners 
that fhould be fent from everie Prefbytrie might be moved to confent to 
no novation in this Kirk, albeit it fhould be broght on be never fo faire 
a pretence. Quhilk information wes weill keept almoft be all the Com- 
miffioners from Prefbytries ; but the Aflemblie wes fo maid vp with fo 
many noblemen and barrens, quho had no commiffion from any Prefby- 
trie, and with Bifchops and ACnifters who came vpon privat advertife- 
ment, that good brethren feared fome evill to be done ; and therefore 
fpake to M' Patrick Gralloway, who had been Moderator of the laft law- 
frdl Generall Aflemblie at Halyruidhous, and defired him not to accept 
of any Commiffioners to vote in that Aflfemblie but thofe who had their 
commiffion from their Prefbytries ; but he meerlie anfwered, ^< We may 
not refuife any noble or gentleman to vote with ws, feing we that ar M- 
niflers may preach God*s word, and tell them quhat is the true Religion ; 
but they mufl; fight for the manteinance of it ;" and fo choofed the Mo- 
derator : And M' James Law, Bifchop of Orkney, wes nominat be the 
votes of his Maieftie's Commiffioners ; all the noblemen and barrons' 
votes pafl; togither, and all that wer for the Bifchops ; but the other fort 
divyded their votes, fome voteing to Mafler Patrick Symfone, and fome 
to M' Johne Hall ; quherby the Bifchop gatt the place in this Aflemblie. 
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Any who knew not the fecreit intention of the Bifchope wold have 
thought that they had heen takeing &n€t ordour with the Pi^ifts; and 
therefor the Earle of Huntlie wes inftantlie excommunicato and the 
Earles of Angus and Erroll ordained to be excommunicat : A diligent 
fearch wes maid for the names of all Papifts quhilks wer given vp, and 
the Earle of Diunbar aflliired the Aflemblie that his Maieftie wold take 
fome fevere ordour with them. The Lord Maxwell wes ordained to be 
excommunicat for the murther of the Laird of Johnftoun. The Aflem- 
blie alfo wes verie inquifitive for the caufe of the increafe of Papifts and 
papiftrie»- and to provyde remedies therefor : Alfo the Vifitours of the 
Prefbytries gave in their diligence, and wer approven ; and the Com- 
miffioners of the Generall Aflemblie defired to be tryed in their care and 
fidelitie in their charges ; and becaus the Moderator wes one of them, all 
removed to the doores. M' W"*. Cupar, Minifter at Perthe, who be- 
came a Bifchop afterward, (as yee fliall hear,) wes Moderator in his 
ftead, quho aflced generallie, Quhat any man had to fay againft the 
Conmiiffioners of the Grenerall Aflemblie ? and becaus no man fpake, 
(feing no particular inquifition wes maid,) they wer called in againe, as 
fiuthfuU and honeft men in their places, and continowed in their office 
to the next Generall Aflemblie ; for the Earle of Dumbar laid that fo 
wes his Maieftie's will, and thoght it wes meit to put in fuch men to be 
Commiflioners in ftead of thofe that had depairted this hfe, with his Ma- 
ieftie's advice. 

The laft thing, and cheifeft purpofe of this Aflemblie, wes to aflay. If 
the diftra£tion and difagreement among the Minifters might be taken 
away ? And efter great reafoning, the diftra6tion wes found to be two* 
fold : 1. A diftradtion in afie£tion ; and that wes prefentlie remeadied be 
holding vp all their hands, and fwearing that, in tyme comeing, they all 
ihould lay afide all rankour and malice that any had againft others, and 
live in brotherlie love and amitie. 2. Next, a diftradtion in iudgement ; 
that was remedied beft by appoynting ten brethren for everie fyde, viz. 
M» Patrick Symfone, Patrick Galloway, W*". Coupar, W". Scott, 
Johne Cannichaell, and Johne Knox, who ftood for the old difdpline ; 
and fyve Bifchops, St Andrewes, Glafgow, Orkney, Dunkeld, and fyve 
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Minifters quho flood for the goyemement intended, and reafon to take 
them away, (if poffiblie it could be, ) this diyerfitie in iudgement, and 
to find out a midft to pacifie all diftra6tions and controyerfies in this 
Kirk. 

There wes alfo fomething proponed concerning Bifchops that they 
ihould be Vifitours of the Frefbytries within their oune diocefes ; but 
that wes alluterUe refuifed, ypon many good reafons ; and becaus of 
fuch a dangerous propofition, all Vifitations of Prefbytries wer difchaiged 
till the next Generall Aflemblie. 

And, in conclufion, there wes a petition to be giyen in to his Maieftie's 
ConuniiBoner to intreat his Maieftie to fett all Minifters banilhed, con- 
fined, [and] wardit, to hbertie, that they might come to their oune 
Kirks. Some wer particularlie named, as M' Ro^. Bruce, M' Johne 
Murray, M' W^. Row, M' James Melyill, yet ftill in England^ who in 
end died there, and neyer came to Scotland. To the which his Ma- 
ieftie's Commiffioner faid, he doubted not to get them all releiyed, ex- 
cept the baniftied Minifters in France ; quho wold alfo get releife, if they 
wold confefle their offence, and a(ke his Maieftie's pardon. 

And becaus mention is maid, latelie, of two Minifters ; the one m* j<^ Mar- 
wardit and confyned, that is, M' Ja^. Murray^ fellow-labourer at Leith ^^ 
with M' Dayid Lindefay, Bifchop of Rofle ; the vther, M' W". Coupar, 
fellow-labourer with M' Johne Malcolme, Minifter at St Johnftoune, I 
fhall relate truelie quhat I know of them both, and quhat fell to them in 
this fame year of God 1608, and ^efter that to their dying day : And 
firft, concerning Mr Jo>^. Murray. He being Minifter at Leith, and his 
college M' Dayid Lindefay being made Bifchop of Rofle, haying M' 
Jc^. Spotifwood his fone in law, Archbifchop of Glafgow, for reforting 
to him, and for their caufe other Bifchops comeing to Edinburgh for 
their adoes, remained much in Leith, and fome of them being defired to 
preach in Leith for M' Dayid, the Bifchop, now an aged man ; if any 
of them had yttered ynwarrantable doctrine, or preafled to confirme the 
au&oritie of Bifchops aboye Faftors, M' Johne Murray fealed not to 
confute fuch doArine in his next fermon. In this meane tyme, it fell 
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out that there wes a Plroyinciall Aflemblie of Lowthian, in Edinbufgh ; 
and M' Johne Murray being Moderator of the Aflemblie preceding, be- 
hoved to teach, as the good order then wes, at the dimiffion of that 
office : He tooke to his text Gal. v. 1, as being very pertinent for the 
tyme ; and fome pwfone, without his knowledge, penned his fermon, fo 
that it wes printed ; and being in publi^ it wes put in the King's hand, 
and he markes fuch thinges therein as he thoght to be errors, and wreat 
to the Counfell to call M' Johne Murray before them, and if he acknow- 
ledged that fermon to be his, and wold ftand to the defence of thofe 
errors, to caus waird him, till further puniihment wer inflided. 

The Counfell, therefore, called him before them, and he acknowledged 
that he had vttered fuch a fermon at fuch a tyme, albeit he neither vnder- 
ftood of the penning nor printing of it. He anfwered diredUie, that no 
fuch errors could be gathered of his words ; they might weill be confe- 
quents gathered be his Maieftie and enforced vpon his words, but he had 
vttered no fuch things, and defyred the Counfell to aike them that 
heard that fermon, many Noblemen, Grentlemen, and Minifters being 
prefent, if any fuch error could be gathered of his oune wordes ? With 
the quhilk anfwer the Counfell being content, wrote vp to his Maieftie 
quhat they had done ; yet his Maieftie, not being content with their 
doings, wrote doune a Warrand to the Counfell, and caufed M' Job. 
Murray firft to be wairded in the CafteU of Edinburgh, and then efter^ 
wards he wes banifhed and coniyned in Newabbey, quher he bad great 
ikant of fyre ; fo that his wyfe and baimes, travelling to and fro, both 
his baimes depairted this lyfe, and he himfelfe wes forced to dwell in 
Preftonpannes, wher he might get better entertainment, both in meite 
and fyre, then he could get in that South contrey. And quhen he had 
remained there fome few yeares, deftitut of a miniftrie, the parochin of 
Dumfermling, with confent of the Prefl>ytrie, foght to have him to be 
their Minifter, quhilk wes obtained ; but he ftayed not there long, for 
M' George Gledftaines, Bifchop of San€t Andrewes, being dead, and 
M' Jo^. Spotfwood comeing in his place, at his verie entrie vifited 
the Kirk of Dumfermling, and layed the haill burden of that miniflxie 
vpon M' Andrew Fofter, [Forrefter,] and fo M' Johne Murray wes fi- 
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lenced till it pleafed God to vifite M' Andrew Fofter with great ficknes ; 
and efter his recoverie, takeing a trouble in his mynd for fome fearfull 
finnes committed be him, ftealling iilver out of the boxe, he willinglie 
gave over his miniftrie, and defyred M^ Johne Murray, for Chrifl's faike, 
to take the charge of that miniftrie vpon him, for bee wes altogether vn- 
meit for it : Quhilk thing, if Mr Andro Fofter wold have granted vnto, 
in due tyme, his parochiners offered him large foumes of money pre- 
fentUe into his hand, and wold have obli(hed alfo themfelfes, be their 
moyen, to have gotten him ane other Kirk in fome pairt of Fyfe or 
Lowdian ; and if ther he had a lefle ftipend then prefentlie he had, they 
offered to make it vp to him all the dayes of his lyfe ; but he wold no- 
wayes agrie with them except he gatt ten [ane ?] thowfand merks be year. 

So M' Johne Murray bruiked that miniftrie fra the year of God 
1616, to the beginning of the year 1622, quhen he wes fummoned 
before the High Commiffion for not conformitie, and wes removed 
by the faid Commiffion from the Kirk of Dumfermling, and confyned 
within the parodun of Foules in Stratheme, quher the lairdfchip of 
Gorthie (bemg his brother, Sir David Murray) his land lay. Tliere 
he abode in Gorthie till the death of his brother. Sir David, in anno 
1629 : And then being diffappoynted of the lairdfchip of Gorthie, he 
came over to Preftounpannes againe, and there conqueft a houfe and a 
piece [of] land, quherin he infeft his wyfe and his only daughter with his 
fecond wyfe, and depairted this lyfe there, in anno 1632, giving many 
excellent exhortations to all that came to vifit him before his death ; and 
efpeciallie, he defyred them never to confent to the prefent corruptions 
of this Kirk, againft the quhilk corruptions he had made a verie godlie 
Treatife, be way of a Dialogue betwixt Cofinophilus and Theophilus. 
This much I have fpocken to M' Jo^. Murray his perpetuall praife, who 
fuffered fo many things for Chrift's caufe, and died in God's merde in 
a happie tyme. 

The lyke I might fpeake of many moe dear fervants of God : But I m» w«. Coupar 
will fpefl^e of that other Minifter, M' W". Coupar, quho, in the year of "* ^** 
God 1608, wes reverenced be many good Chriftians for his foundnes 
in doftrine, alwayes inveying againft the eftate of Bifchops, and ap- 
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peared to all men to hate that lordlie dignitie, compairing them and 
other vngodlie Minifters to coUes of candles,* that not onlie wanted 
light, hut had a filthie finell m all men's nofes : And quhen he knew that 
fome Bifchops wer to ryde in Parliament, he faid to his brethren, *' Let 
ys goe and fee thir lordlie Prelats ryde. I never thoght to have feene 
fuch fearfuU corruption in our Kirk I" But above all vthers tokens 
quherby he vttered his mifcontentment of that e&ale of Bifchops, I fimd 
none fo evident as that letter quhilk he wrote to M' George Grahame^ 
Minifter at Scoone, and brother of that fame Prelbytrie of Perth, now 
maid Bifchop of Dumblane, who had before writtin a verie flattering 
letter to him, that he might obtaine fome favour at his hands, and not 
to kyth his enemie as he did. The words of M' William Coupar's letter 
are thefe : 
M' w*.cknq«r*s ** Brother, I have receaved your commendations from B. quhilks wer 
Gewi^^Grtiiiiie. Hcidles, if you had keeped your wonted heart. As for me, I never 

hated you ; the courfe quherin you have entred I never loved. Though 
the fruit you enioy be fweit, yet the end fall prove it never grew vpon 
the tree of life. Doing in a worke of confcience with doubting, tumes the 
light in [to] darknes, quhervpon foUowes induration ; quheron it follow- 
eth that many of oiu: Kirk, without feelling, are perfecutors againll their 
brethren that hes done more good in the Kirk for the edification of others 
then ever themfelves did ; having neither eyes to fee nor hearts to feell 
how dangerous their eftate is ; who cannot ryfe but with the falling of 
many, (quhom Gi>d hath entred in this miniftrie, ) clofeing the fountaines 
quhilks God hath opened. Ane of your oune told me long or the laft Mi- 
nifters went to England, that they wer writtin for to reafon ; but the 
end proved poyfon, and no appearance of returning to fome of them. 
Thefe are the firft fruites of their preferment. Heir yee ftand, and 
therefore I cannot ftand with yow, except it be to witnes to God in my 
heart againft yow, that yee have gone wrong. Yow hope in this courfe 
to doe good ; but it is hard for yow to worke miracles, at leaft yow will 
hold off evill ; but how fall yow draw in that yocke with them who ar 

* CandW^nittihigt. 
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drawing on evill daylie ? Yee wUl not goe beyond the Caveats of the 
GeneraJl AiTemblie ; but the anfwer given to the Kirk be the Chance- 
lour at the laft Parliament, ( ^ We enter not Bifchops according to ane a£l 
of the Aflemblie, but according to that they wer ane hundreth yeares 
fince/) detexit fraudem. I heard it given, and fo did the cheefe of 
themfelves, A. B. C. Yow fcarre at them quhom yee wer blyth to fee ; 
yow lyke not the light yee loved ; you count thefe preachings vnplea- 
fant, quherin yow wer wont to reioyce. Thefe may tell yow yee have 
fallen. Confider your felfe quhat yee wes, quher yow ar now, et quan- 
tuhim iUudJUy propter quod nos reliqui/lu Thus, loving your felfe, and 
not yoiu: way, I end.'* 

The fame M' W°. Coupar, for all this, feing the courfe of the 
Bifchops daylie going fordward, being ane ambitious, proud man, glorie- 
ing in his gifts, quhill he had began to be fociall privilie witibi the 
Bifchops ; and efter that AiTemblie of Glafgow, quherof we ar, God 
willing, to fpeake, perceaving that then the Bifchops gatt all their in- 
tent, he alfo became Bifchop of Galloway ; and to excufe himfelfe to the 
world, he penned ane Apologie, declairing the caufes why he tooke that 
place and office vpon him, quhilk he caufed be printed at London. But 
efter it came home to Scotland, and fo many excellent anfwers made 
vnto it, that he rewed that he fett out that Apologie ; for after that he 
wes mocked of all men : Yet he, being preferred to be Deane of the 
King's maieflie's Chappell in Halyruidhous, taught there ofl tymes, and 
in the Kirk of Halyruidhous quher M' Hendrie Blyth wes Minifter ; who, 
being a good holy teacher himfelfe, made him to be in more eftimation with 
the people then otherwayes he wold have been. But, in end, he could 
not content himfelfe with generall good do6trine, but he publi£tlie af- 
firmed in his preaching, that he could refolve all perfons that wold come 
to him of the lawfulnes of all things that had come into our Kirk ; quher- 
vpon fo many came to him, both in the fields and in his oune houfe, that 
he wes wearied with them : And, in end, being terrified with vifions 
even at his paftime on the Links of Leith, he went home, tooke bed, and 
never gave tokens of any repentance for that evill courfe that he had 
imbraced ; but imediatlie before his death, he poynted with his finger to 
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the earth, fayiog, ''A fallen ftarre 1 a fallen ftarre I" He entred into 
his Bifchoprick the year of God 1612. He enioyed the fruita of it 
(quhilk never grew vpon the tree of lyfe) only feven yearei. Hee wea 
foirwamed of this apoftacie in a dream, ezponed hy a brother, Malleus 
infragUem confregit aureus vmam. 

I wold [could?] fpeake of other Miniftera alfo, who wer oppofitea to the 
Bifchops a long tyme ; yet, in end, fome through ambition and greedi- 
nea, and fome being opprefled with povertie and debt, thinking that to 
be a meane of outgate, became Bifchopa themfelffea ; but with quhat rea- 
fon of confcience, the great day of the Lord will declair. 

Now, leaving fuch particulars, I come to the hiftorie againe. Yow 
heard how the diftra6tion among Miniftera in their affeftions wea re- 
moved, at that Aflemblie that wea at Linlithgow ; and how it wea iqp- 
poynted that there ihould fo many ACnifters meit to advyfe how the 
diftra£tion of iudgement that wea among the brethren ihould be taken 
away, Thir brethren wer 20 in number, 5 Bifchopa and 5 Miniftera for 
the one fyde, and ten Miniftera for the other fyde ; who all conveined 
1609. at Falkland, by the King'a oune direction, in the moneth of May 1609, 
'o^iSlaA^ where were prefent the Earles of Dumbar and Wigtoun, my Lord of 



!!d!**'^pSt^* Scoon, and fundry Barrens. They all being mett, his Maieftie'a Com- 
bad, bj Ids MtP miflion woa read ; quherin he willed them to pacific all contraverfiea that 
iMti0*tMtkoriti8. ^^^ j^ ^^ jjrjyj^ ^£ Scotland as weill aa they could ; and to report quhat 

they had done to the next Generall Aflemblie. This Comiffion bdng 
verie generaU, there wea added in the maigine, hia Maieftie'a Co- 
miiBon anent reformation of difcipline. 

After long dil]putation, and many fpeaehea vttered, firft be fyve chofen 
out of the tra, for ilk parte, and then be them all gathered together, ex- 
cept that the Miniftera complained that M* Patrick Symfone being dif* 
eafed, wea not there ; and fo there wer only nyne that ftoodfor the eftar 
bliflied ordour of thia Kirk, The firft queftion wea, Whither that 
reafoning or conference (hould be only be word, or whither they ihould 
be put in writt ? But it wea not permitted. Yet, after many fpeaehea, 
and fome threatninga vttered againft the AGniftera, it wea modeftlie 
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aikedy To what end they wer come there, and what wer the contro- 
veriies m the Kirk quhilk would be taken away ? '* For/' (faid the Mi* 
nifters,) <*we cannot call anyafts and conftitutions, maid and con- 
cluded in lawfull General! Aflemblies, to be contraverfies ; fo we wold 
have contraverfies named, or feme way defigned, that we may fpeake of 
them." So, after many generall fpeaches, the Bifchop« and Iheir fociats 
rc^ndted that the Caveats agried vpon in that Generall Aflemblie at 
Montrois, and ratified at the Afiemblie of Duntay, [in Dundie,] wer over 
ftndt and rigorouflie fet doune. Some alfo named the aft of Linlitbgqw, 
concerning conftant Moderators, to be a controverfie, becaus fome Fte(- 
bytries had receaved them with conditions, and fome Frefbytries had 
vtterlie refuifed them. 

MLoifters that wold have fpocken in defence of the Caveats, as being 
fett doune be the King's maieftie's oune confent, and againft the a& of 
Linlithgow, as a manifeft breach of the former good order, w^ filenced ; 
and fome Articles wer prefented be the Bifchops to be read, to padfie 
all hott fpeaches, four in number. 1^. That a Declaration fliould pafle 
fra this Conference, and be publifihed in all Kirks, proporting, that this 
Kirk of Scotland is weill confUtut both in doctrine and difcipline ; and 
all difference among Mlnifters theranent (praifed be God I) ar removed ; 
quhatfoevar Fapifts, Atheifls, or other enemies, iklanderouflie reports 
in the contrair. 2^. That the handling of difiirarences and contraverfies 
among Miuifters be layed afyde and fpaired ; and that the iaids differ* 
ences be covered vnder the fliirt of brotherlie patience and Chriftiane 
wifdome, quhill firft Fapifts and papiftrie be proceeded againft, and be 
put to a poynt. 3^. Seing that the mater of Bifdioprie and Hierarchie 
cannot convenieotUe be bandied at this tyme, but with advantage to 
Fapifts, and great difadvanti^e to this eftabliflied Kirk^ which hea bein 
a fpeciaU mean quherby they and that kingdome hes bein difiSpote and 
overcome ; that purpofe would be fuperceided quhill the land be purged 
of them and their leaven. 4^. That ane eameft Supplication m^t 
pafle firom this Conference to his Maieftie for grace and favour to tbofe 
Mmifters quho hes bein fo long baniflied, keept in prifon, and confynedf 
that they may be fet at libertie and reftored to their places. 
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Tfair Articles being prefented and read to all who wer prefent, and 
his Maieftie's Commiffioners yrgeing all to acquiefce to them, aflbiring 
them that their fo doing wold be verie acceptable to his Maieilie, and 
procure at his hands, both a earned dealing againfl Fapifts, and a reliefe 
to their troubled brethren ; all the brethren wer defyred to advyfe fpe- 
ciallie vpon the two contraveriies proponed againfl the Caveats, and con- 
ftant Moderators ; and to report their iudgements to the next meeting, 
quhilk wes appoynted to be at Stirling, the firft of Auguft next to come ; 
defyring alfo that the Generall AiTemblie, promifed be the King, might 
be continued and prorogat to the firfl Tuyfday of May, to be holden at 
St Andrewes, the year following, 1610. Thus the King's Commiflioner 
declairing quhat care the King tooke to have this Kirk of Scotland 
fettled in peace and vnitie, and the letter diredted to his Maieftie being 
writtm and fubfcryved be all, this meeting diflblved, with thankfgiving 
to God ; M' W"'. Coupar, of whom we fpacke, being defyred be the 
King's Commiflioner and fome brethren to goe inftantlie to the Kirk of 
Falkland, from the Palace, and there give fome exhortation to fuch as 
ihould be conveined^ and give thankes to God for the good they had 
done at that tyme ; quhilk he did, teaching vpon the three lafl verfes 
of the Ixxiv. Pfalme, and did fing the cxxxiii. Ffalme, and fo diflblved. 

In this Conference, thus drefled, Bifchops gained a great poynt, that 
there wes no fupplication nor protellation given in againd them at the 
approaching Parliament holden in July imediatlie following : But many 
things wer concludit in that Parliament in their favours, and for their 
further preferment ; and the Nobilitie being few that came to that Par- 
liament, the Bifchops all rode in great pompe ; and quhat priviledges 
they foght they wer granted to them, fo that they wer advanced to their 
full livings and cafualties therof, as Bifchops had in the tyme of papiftrie. 
Quhilks purpofes will better appeare, when yee heare the anfwer of ane 
of the banifhed Minillers writting home to ane of the Minifters of this 
Conference, who fent him word quhat wes done at that meeting in Falk- 
land, defyring his opinion or iudgement whither they had done good or 
eviU at it ? 

His letter, in efie£t, is this : 
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*' I have receaved your fliort but right fignificant letter of 30ur found a Letter from 
and ardent affedlion, both toward the caufe and ws who fuffer for it. S^ed wm^, 
3ee wold be fpurred and cenfured as see fpeake ; but quhat I fould ^J^^^ ^. 
cenfure I fie not, and to fpurre a runnemg horfe is no difcretion. I i&nd. 
grant, it is true, that there is great neid of both to ws all ; but quhat fall 
we doe, feing God in his righteous iudgement, for our negligence, con- 
tempt, and ingratitud, hath plucked away from ws both heart and hand, 
3ea and affedlion, zeale, courage, and adlion ; fo that audloritie, money, 
and craft, caries all trueth, finceritie, and friedome away ? Greater craft, 
fubtiltie, and tyrannie, wes never vfed by the ^Egyptians to God's people ! 
I faw all the craftie courfe plotted many scares fince, and gave fuch 
warning thereof as I could, both publidUie and privatUe ; but few be- 
hoved me. I cannot get full information, as yet, quhat wes done at that 
Parliament, but I hear that all the thing defyred for feting vp of the 
Bifchops wes 6nad;6d, and he thoght that wes verie good fervice done 
vnto him. 

*^ 5^ fpeake of a queftion of the feveritie of the Caveats concluded 
be the Generall Afiemblie to them that fould vote in Parliament ; but I 
wifhe that the verie vote in Parliament it felfe wer called in queftion 
againe ; for that is the foundation of this rebuylded Babylon. If see 
fay yet, * Men and brethren, quhat fall we doe ?' Wold to God we had 
the fpirit of compun£tion firft to move ws, in ane eameft and zealous 
manor, to a(ke that queftion ; then fomething might be anfwered : As 
firft, to cry and compleine to Chrift, filling heaven and earth with bitter 
lamentations for the captivitie and defolation of Sion, and for her fake 
not to keepe filence vntill the Lord had pittie on her : Next, to publifh 
to all Chriftians our iuft greevances, how our Kirk is fo opprefled be 
auihoritie of men, corrupted be money, circumveined be craft and poUcie, 
and holden in thraldome againft God's Word, and againft the a£ts, 
lawes, and priviledges that the King, eftates of parliament, and haill 
bodie of this realme, hes granted and given to her : Thirdlie, I wold 
have thofe Balaams, (with wealth and honoiu: of this world, blinder then 
afles, that for the wayes of vnrighteoulhes hes perverted the Lord's 
wayes!) thofe Judafes, (fones of perdition, quho for money hes be- 
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trayed Chrift and his kingdome I) ihofe pn^me Efaues, (that hes fold 
their birthright in Chrift*8 inheritance for a meafle of pottage 1) efker 
due admonition, to be painted out in their colloura and proceedKngs : 
And laft, Alace 1 if that fpirit of adiont zeale^ and conzage that fom- 
tyme mightilie did reigne in our Kirk wer raifed vp againe» quhilk wifjbit 
make a few from eyerie Prelbytrie and province oonvdne together in 
the name of Chriil Jefus, and cenfore fickeilie thole coRupten of tibe 
Kirk. 

*' But quhat talke I of thofe maters, feing sour laft Conference hes 
preoccupyed all fuch dealling, and cutted fbart the occafion and meanes 
thereof, be iqpproving the IGng*8 proceidings with thankfgiving to God 
therefore, promifeing peace and brotherlie contentment and concord ; fio 
all ar but wiflies and words, venting, lyke new wyne^ from the inward 
working of a paffionat heart I Res iam nan e/l int^ra. The caufe is 
preiudged. A few cannot doe it, and a OHnpetent number of many will 
never be gotten ; fo we muft commend this haiU caufe to the great 
avenger of the defaceing of His oune glorie, and d^nolifhemg of the 
hedge of His wyneseard, and fair wall of His Jerufalem ; and complaine 
continuallie that now we cannot fie any fignes of any remeadie, neither 
is there any prophet among ws to tell how long, etc. ^t, deare 
brethren, fufferers and labourers in the caua of Chriftt let vs not allto- 
geth^ be difcouraged ; but let ws hearken to the voice (£ our Chrift 
and King, faying, 'Let not your hearts be trouUed«' &c Jdm, c$f. 
xiv. 1, 2, 3. And this is a £uthfull faying, * If we fufter for Him, we 
fall slfo reigne with HimI' 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12, 13. And, finallie, let ws 
be as Jeremie, caried to Egypt againft his will ; and, lyke Ezekiell, 
Daniel, etc., caried to Babylon. Let ws ever have the examples of the 
godlie before our eyes, and preafle to imitat their patience, pietie, wif- 
dome, and courage ; ever ftanding vprightlie and conftantlie for the 
glorie of God and comfort of His captivat Kirk, vntiU the tyme it pleafe 
Him to ftinre vp fome Zerubabel or Nehaniah to bring againe His 
people to re-edifie His temple, and fett vp the decayed waUes of His Je- 
rufalem ; the hope quherof is meikle increafed and ftrenthned among aB 
the truelie learned and godlie in Euny, be a voice founding mightilie, 
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as it wer fra the dead, againes this facrilegious and curfed Hierarchie ! I 
meane M^ Brightman's Comentarie vpon the Apocalypfe, which hes 
more dearlie and folidlie demonftiat that trueth of God againft them, 
then all that helliih pack of Jefuits and worldlie fonnalifts can fay any 
thing for them ; the reading quherof I recommending to 30W, refts ; 
requyring a greater intention in fpirit mutuall in prayer/' 

• 

Now, to proceed to the hiftorie. The Bifchops, perceaving that Con- Meeting at stir. 
ferences wold not doe their tume, deferted that meeting that fliould ^^ ^^^^' 
have been in Stirling, and made a proclamation to come doune from 
Court, difchargeing the Generall Aflemblie that fonld have bein at St Oen. Am. ais. 
Andrewes, and all ordinar keeping of Aflemblies ; becaus there wes fuch ^^"^^ 
diilra£tion and difagriement among the AGnifters, that the keeping of 
ane Aflemblie wold have no other effe£t but the giving advantage to 
Papifts and other enemies of the Gofpell to infult over them. There- 
fore the two Archbifchopps of St Androis and Glafgow, with feme 
others, went vp to Court, and there purchafed at the King's hands the 
High Commiflion (quhilk is moft tyrannicallie vfed with the Bifchops of uigh commis. 
England) to be fett vp in Scotiand^ that they might be the more awfull 
to eUif and fpeciallie to the Minifters that fould not follow their courfe : 
And nixt they purchafled miffive letters from the King to fevin or eight 
fcore of the moft ignorant and worft inclyned of the miniftiie, with his 
Maieftie*s miflives to all Prefbytries to fend fuch of their number as he 
had nominat in his letters to keepe ane Aflemblie at Glafgow, fuch a ^^ow As- 
day as wes therein fett doune ; and in his particular letter to everie Mi- ^' 
nifter that wes nominat, commanded thofe ACnifters to keepe the faid 
day and dyet appoynted, whither their Frefbytrie did giue them com- 
miffion or not ; afluiring them both of thanks and rewaird for their due- 
tifiill obedience and fervice. 

But that all men may fee the iniquitie and fearfuU inconveniences that 
mi^t enfue, and hes enfewed, vpon that High Commiffion that wes firft 
graated at this tyme to M' George Gledftanes, the Bifchop of San€t 
Andrewes, and, efter M' George Gledftanes' death, wes renewed againe 
to Mr Jofane Spotfwood, Bifchop of St Andrewes, in a more ample and 
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wyfer formci in the year of God 1620, yee fall confider the tenour heirof 
in the words following : 
The tenour of << OuT Sovendene Lord ordaines ane letter of Commiffion to be paft 
mifl^fprooured vnder his hienes great feall of the Kingdome of Scotland, bearing that 
oie^i^Mu^ foirfamekle as it hes bein complamed be the Archbifchops, Bifchope, 
Archbischop of and vther Miniflers of that his Maieftie's kingdome, that advocations 
1620, byM'Jo^. and fufpenfions ar frequentlie granted be the Lords of Counfell and 
A?^bi^'efter SoflTion vnto fuch as be in procefle before them, in iheir Ecclefiafticall 
^^' Courts, for offences committed ; quherby offenders ar imboldened to 

continew in their wickednes, vfeing the faids advocations as meanes to 
delay their tryell and punifhment : Therfore, that no fubterfuge be left 
vnto impious and wicked men, witt yee, his Maieftie, as being fupreame 
govemour over all perfons and caufes, both civill and ecclefiafticall, 
within his hienes dominions, next and imediatUe vnder Chrift, to have 
given, granted, and committed, lykeas be the tenoiu: heirof his Maieftie 
gives, grants, and committs, full power and commiffion to the^Right Re- 
verend Fathers in God, his truftie and weilbeloved counfellours, Johne 
Archbifchop of St Andrews, Primat of Scotland, and James Archbifchop 
of Glafgow, to his hienes right truftie coufignes and counfeDours Alex'. 
Earle of Dumfermling, Chancelour, Johne Earle of Mar, treafurer, 
George Earle Marfchall, etc., (and fo reckons out fome Earles, and all 
the ellevin Bifchops, with fome other officers of eRsiey and fome Bar- 
rons, all the Doctors of Theologie, fundrie ^Gnifters, and thrie Com- 
miffares, or any fyve of them, the Archbifchop of St Andrewes, or any 
one of them, being of the number of fyve alwayes, ) to fummond and 
call before them, at the tymes and places they (hall think moft con- 
venient, all perfons dwelling within the kingdome of Scotland, and 
within the provinces of St Andrewes and Glafgow, that ar offenders in 
do6lrine, lyfe, and religion, or any of thofe holden to be fcandalous ; 
and fpeciallie, the intercommuners and recepters of Jefuits, Seminarie 
and Maffe-preifts, hearers of maffe, and excommunicat Papifts, recu- 
fants and not communicants, inceftuous and adulterous perfons, all ob- 
ftinat contemners of the difcipline of the Church, and perfons excom- 
m\micat for the fame ; to take tryell of the forenamed offences, and as 
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they ihall find any perfone guiltiei or impenitent, to give dire6tion to the 
Minifter of the parochin quher he dwellis, to proceid with excommuni- 
cation againft him ; and if the Minifter ohey not the faid command, to 
cenfure him by fufpenfion, deprivation, and warding, as they thinke 
meit ; and {ur&er, to fyne, imprifone, and waird any fuch perfons as 
they fliall find guiltie of the faids crymes, or that ihall be contumacious, 
or refuife compeirance when they (hall be charged : With power lyke- 
wayes to the faids Commiffioners to fummond and call before them all 
Minifters, Doctors, or Mafters of Schooles or Colledges and Vniverfi- 
ties, and all exhorting and le£turing Readers within the bounds forefaid, 
that (hall be dedaired to them for preaching and fpeaking in publift 
againft the prefent eftabliflied ordoiu: of the Kirk or £(late, or againft 
any of the conclufions of the bypaft Generall Aflemblies of the Church ; 
efpeciallie, of the a£ls of the Generall Aflemblie holden at Perth in the 
moneth of Auguft 1618 yeares, and all difobeyers of the faid adls ; lyke- 
wayes, wreaters of pamphlets in the contrair of any of the conftitutions of 
the Church, and printers of the faids books or pamphlets, or of any other 
books without his Mdeftie's licence and warrand of fuch as his hienes 
hes authorized with the granting of licences in fuch cafes : And whofo- 
ever, efter tryell, (hall be found guiltie of any of the premifles, to pimi(h 
them be fufpenfion, deprivation, fyneing, warding, and imprifoning, as 
they (hall find the qualitie of the offence deferve : And alfo, with power 
to them to receave and difcuife all appellations maid to them fra any in- 
feriour Ecclefiafticall iudges, and to inhibit the faid Ecclefiafticall iudges 
to proceed in any mater which they (hall hold to be impropper for them, 
or quherin they (hall perceave the faid iudges to have behaved them- 
felves partiallie ; advocating the faid maters to their oune iudgement, and 
commanding the Captaine or Lievetennent of his Maieftie*s Guard, the 
proveft and baillives of burghes quher the faid CommiflSoners (hall hap- 
pin to fitt, fchireffs and baillies of regalities, to fearch and apprehend all 
fuch offenders, and to prefent them to the faid Commiffioners vpon ane 
warrand fubfcry vit be any fyve of them, ane of the Archbifchops being 
alwayes of the number ; chargeing the Ca,ptaines and Conftables of his 
Maieftie's wardes and caftellis, javellours and keipers of prifons, in burgh 
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or land, to receave and deteine all perfones direfted to them, in fuch 
forme as be the faids warrands Ihall be preferyvit, as lliey will anfwer 
to the contrair at their perrell ; requyring alfo the Lords of his Maieftie's 
Privie Counfell, vpon the fight of any certificat fubfcryvit be any jfyve 
of the faids Commiffioners, (ane of the faids Archbifchops being alwayes 
ane, ) either of fyne imponed vpon any pairtie, or vpon their reftufing to 
compeir before the faid Commifiioners, to diredi: a fnmmar charge of 
homing vpon ten dayes, for paymait of the fynes that ihall be impofed 
vpon them, and to dire6l other letters for dennnceing of perfones that 
{hall refuife to compeir before the faids Conmiiifioners, of the quhilks 
letters no fufpenfion nor relaxation (hall be granted, without ft tefUmonie 
vnder ane of the Archbifchops' hands, of the partie's obedience and fiir 
tiffa6tion : And with power to the faid Commiflioners to choofe clerkes, 
procm'ators, fifcalles, and other members of Court, and to dired pre- 
cepts in name of the faid Archbifchops and their aflbciatis for citation 
of any partie before them, in any of the caufes above named ; quhilks 
precepts ihall be fealled with a fpeciall feall conteining the armes of the 
faid Archbifchops ; with power to fummond witnefles in any of the faid 
caufes, vnder the paine of 40 lib. money of the realme of Scotland ; and 
if the witneiTes refuife to compeir, the faids Lords of Counfell (hall di- 
re6t charges for payment of the penaltie they ihall incur, vpon the cer- 
tificat of the faid Commiflioners, of all fuch fynes as ihall be impofed ; 
the one part to perteine to his Maieilie and his hienes thefaurer, and the 
other halfe to be imployed vpon fuch neceiTar charges as the faids Com- 
miflioners ihall be forced to ; and the fuperplus thereof to be beilowed, at 
the iight of the faids Commiilioners, ad pios v/us : And generallie, all and 
fundrie other things quhatfumever to doe, quhat they fliall thinke to be 
convenient for his Maieilie' s fervice, and according to the intent of the faid 
commiilion. Attour, his Maieilie, be the tenour heirof, difcharges the 
Lords of his hienes Privie Counfell and Seflion of all advocation from any 
Ecclefiafticall iudicatorie of any maters of the qualitie abovewrittin ; but 
that they referve the tryell and iudgement thereof to the faid Commiifion- 
ers : Chargeing and commanding all and fundrie his highnes fubie6ls and 
hedges quhom it effeires, to readillie anfwer and obey the faids Com- 
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miffionera, or any fyve of themi one of the Archbifchops being alwayes 
one, their officers and miniftersy in all and fiindrie things concerning the 
premifea, iinder aU hied palne and charge that efter may follow. 
Given at our Manour of Greinwitch the 15 day of June, and of our 
reigne of England, France, and Ireland, the 17, and of Scotland the 
52 yeares, [1619*] 

<* Subferiyed be the King*8 oune hand. 

(SicfubfcrHntur) [JAMES R.] 

" Albx». Chanceloub. Geoege Hay. 

Mabbb. Melbosse." 

Albeit this Commiffion appeares to have beene given for taking 
ordour with Papifts and other vngodlie livers ; yet the effect hes de- 
claired that the force of it hes only tendit to the hurt and vndoing of 
the fEuthfull fervants of God : For heirby fome of the fincereft Mini- 
fters of this kingdome hes bein confyned ; and fome put from their mi- 
niftrie and places quher they exercifed the fame ; others hes litle re- 
gairded the fame, as never being confirmed be ane parliament ; yet it is 
a plaine way to the King's maieftie to exercife his abfolute authoritie vpon 
any of his fubiefls, of quhatfumever rank they be, quhen ever he pleafes. 

Now, we ihall fpeake how fuddenlie that Generall Aflemblie came 
on, quhilk wes holden in Glafgow at the moneth of July in the year of 
God 1610, quhen no man looked for any Aflemblie, be reafon of the 
proclamation foirfmd ; and meikle lefle would any have looked that fuch 
fearfull effefbs fould haue enfued therevpon. 

The jnaner and forme thereof wes this. In the end of May the Earle Earieof Dumbar 
of Dumbar from Court broght a Commiflion from the King, and many .io^ f^Ttiie 
letters to all Prefbytries, and to aU the particular Minifters quho wer ^^^{^ ^' 
nominat and thoght meit to be at that Aflemblie, defyring and willing ^ Archbisdiop 
Pteibytries to fend thofe Minifters to repaire to that Aflemblie, whither hku^e their 
their Prefbytries fent them or not. Thir letters being delyvered in the ^<>^**™*<>'- 
end of May, the Aflemblie wes appoynted to meit in Glafgow, vpon the 
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8 day of Junij following. Sundrie noUemen and banons ww writtin 
for, to keepe that meeting ; and fome Miniften alfo that wer not named 
in his Maie(lie*8 letters to their Prefbytries. Alfo the Eaile of Dam- 
bar broght with him thrie Englifli Doctors, counted to be great Divynes, 
and laked not gold and money enough to be diftributed and given to 
fuch Minifters as (hould vote to the King's contentment. So all being 
conveined, and Minifters and others informed and prepaired afoirhand, 
the firft day of the meeting wes qipoynted to be a day of fading and 
humiliation ; and therefore there wes thrie fermons taught, ane be the 
Bifchop of the feat and place where they conyeined, that wes M' Johne 
Spotfwood, who alfo tooke vpon him to be Moderator, feing they con- 
veined in that toune. He preached at 7 houres in the morning ; M' 
James Law, Bifchop of Orkney, at 10 houres ; and one of the Englifli 
Doflors at eftemoone ; all aiming at this, that there wes neid of a more 
comelie and peaceable govemement in our Kirk then wes prefentlie ; 
and therefore, becaus Religion came in this countrey efter one manor of 
way, and by and againil authoritie, yet it muft be intertained be ane 
other way, and with authoritie and regall power. 

The next day the Aflemblie fullilie conveined, Earles, Lords, Bar- 
rens, Minifters, and Commiffioners ; the King's maieftie's Grand Com- 
miffioner aflenting to all that wes thoght meit be the Moderator : And 
therefore, the firft thing that wes done, there wes a privie conference 
chofen to fliorten the Aflemblie the better ; quhilk hes bein almoft con- 
tinwallie the wrack of all our Aflemblies. This privie conference wes 
maid vp for the moft part of Bifchops and their followers, quho without 
contradi6Uon (except two that opponed to fome things, quhom the Mo- 
derator wold not name, in open audience : They wer thoght to be M' 
Johne Hall and M' W"*. Coupar) concluded the Articles following : And 
fo the Moderator reading them openlie in the audience of all the Aflem- 
blie, and making all the Articles as thogh they had bein but ane, foght 
thevotesof the whole Aflemblie, beginning at his Maieftie's Commiflioner, 
and then to the Noblemen, Barrens, and Gentlemen, and laft at the Mi- 
nifters. All their votes wer either affirmative, granting to all the Ar- 
ticles in cumuhf (and fuch vote bure the mater away ;) or negative, 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 93 



voteing againft all the Articles, and th^ wer either fyve or fix 
fters ; or feme voted non Uqiiet^ becaus they wold peradventure have 
voted to fome of the Articles, but they had no will to vote to them all. 
When the votes wer given, and the Aflemblie concluded, ihea the 
pelfe wes diftributed among the Minifters that voted aflbmative ; and fome 
gatt more and fome lefle, according as the Bifchops thoght they deferved 
their rewaird, and wer able to hold foorth that purpofe intendit ; quher- 
by it came to pafle that fome wer malecontent, and wi(hed they had not 
come to that Aflemblie. This being knowen in the contrey, the word 
paft that the King*s maieftie had given only moneyes to fuch Minifters 
as had their dwellings farre from Glafgow, to defray their great charges ; 
but the contrair wes weill knowen, for the Minifters who dwelt farre 
North, and voted againft the Articles, gatt no money at all. 

FOLLOWES THE ABTICLE8 CONCLUDED : 

*' In the firft. It is declaired that the alleadged Aflemblie holden at 
Aberdein is null in it felfe ; in refpe6t it had not his Maieftie's allowance, 
and wes difcharged be his hienes Commiffioner ; and becaus that the ne- 
cefiitie of the Kirk craves that for ordour taking with the common 
enemie and Papift, (have at him I) and other affaires of the Kirk, there 
ihall be yearlie Generall Aflemblies, theindidtion quherof the Aflemblie 
acknowledges to apperteine to his Maieftie be the prerogative of his 
royall croune : And therefore, this Generall Aflemblie moft hiunblie 
requeafts his Maieftie, that Generall Aflemblies may be holden once in 
the yeare at leaft, in refpe6t of the neceffities foirfaids ; defyring his Ma- 
ieftie to appoynt a certaine tyme at the which the famen may .be holden 
preceiflie in all tyme comeing. 

'' Itemy It is thoght fitt tiiat Bifchops (hall be Moderators in everie 
Dioceiflian Synod ; and the Synod (hall hold tuyfe in the yeare in the 
Kirk of the Diocie, viz. in Apryle and October ; and quher the Diocie 
is large, that there be two or thrie Synods, in convenient places, for 
the eafe of the Minifters. 

'< Item^ The Vifitation of the Diocefes is to be done be the Bifchop 
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himfelfe ; and if the bounds ihall be greater then he can overtake^ he k 
thair to make fpeciall choife, and appoynt fome worthie man to be Vi- 
fitor in his place ; and quhatever ]MSniftdr, withoat loft caufe and law- 
full excure maid, (hall be abfent fra the Yifitation of the Dioceiian Af- 
femblie, he ihall be fufpended from his oflice and benefice ; and if he 
amend not, he (hall be depryved. 

'^ Itenh That no Sentence of Excommunication w Abfolution be pro- 
nounced againft or in favours of any perfone, without the knowledge 
and approbation of the Bifchop of the Diocie, quho muft be anfweraUe 
to his Maieftie for all foimall and vnpartiall proceiding therein ; and the 
proces being found forme U, the fentence to be pronounced at the direc- 
tion of the Bifchop be the Minifter of the paroche quher the offender 
dwellis, and proces began ; and incafe the Bifchop ihall be found to have 
ilayed the pronounceing of the fentence againil any perfone quho hes 
merite the famen, and agmnil quhom the proces hes bein lawfuUie de- 
duced, the fame being tryed and convi6ted in a Generall AiTemblie 
therefore, that advertifement ihall be made to his MaieiUe, to the effect 
ane other may be placed in his roume. 

^^ Item, That all Prefentations be diredled heirefter to the Bifchop ; 
and vpon a prefentation given, or otherwayes fute maid be any to be ad- 
mitted to the miniflrie, the Minifter is to requyre of the brethren in the 
bounds quher he is to ferve, a teitificat^of his converfation, iuft habilitie, 
and qualification for the fundliQn ; and vpon the retume of their teilifi- 
cation the Bifchop is to take farder tryell ; and finding him qualified, 
and being aflifted be fome of the miniilrie of the boimds quher he is to 
ferve, he is to perfyte the a£t of ordination. (Marke heir, that he is 
anfwerable to none for his doing !) 

^^ Itenij In Depofition of Minifters, the Bifchop, aflbciating vnto him- 
felfe fome of the miniftrie of the bounds quher the delinquent is, they 
ihall try his fadl, and vpon iuft caufes depryve him. 

<^ Item, That everie Minifter, at his admiffion, ihall fwear obedi^ice 
to his Maieftie and to his Ordinar, according to the forme fett doune in 
the Conference keept at Leith in the year of God 1671 ; quherof the 
tenour f oUowes : 
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^< « THB FABMB op THB AITH TO BE GIVEN BB THE PEBSONE PBOVTDBD 
TO ANE BENEFICE WITH CUBE, THE TYMB OF HIS ADMISSION BEING 
OBDINAB. 

** * I, A. B., now nominat and admitted to the Church of D., verilie Copie of the 
teilifie and declair, in my confcience, that the right excellent, right MUustew. ^ 
high and mightie Prince, James the Sixth, he the Grace of God, King of 
Scottis, is the only lawfull fupreme govemour of this realme, afweill in 
things temporall as in confervation and purgation of Religion ; and that 
no forrane prince, prelat, ftate, or potentat, hes or aught to have any ju- 
rifdi6lion, power, fuperioritie, preheminence, or authoritie, ecclefiafticall 
or fpirituall, within this realme ; and therefore, I vtterlie forfaike all for- 
rane iurifdidlion, powers, fuperiorities, and authorities ; and promife that, 
from this tyme foorth, I Ihall and will bear faithfull and true alleadgance 
to his hienes and his lawfull fucceflburs, and to my power fhall refift and 
defend all iurifdi£lions, priviledges, and preheminences vnited and an- 
nexed to his royall croune : And further, I acknowledge and confefle 
to have and hold the faid D. and pofleffions of the famen, vnder God 
only, of his Maieftie and croune royall of this reahne ; and for the faids 
pofleffions I doe homage prefentlie vnto his hienes, in your prefence ; 
and to his Maieftie's heyres and fucceflburs fliaQ be true. So helpe me 
God/ 

" Item^ The Exercife of Doftrine is to be continued weeklie amongfl: 
the Minifters at the tymes of their accuftomed meeting ; and to be mo- 
derated by the Bifchop, if he be prefent, or then by any other quhom 
he will appoynt at this tyme of the Synod. 

" Item^ The Bifchops fhall be fubiedi, to all things concerning their Bi8ch<^ censur- 
life, converfation, and benefice, to the cenfure of the Generall Aflemblie, wy*^ ^^"^ 
and being fund culpable, be his Maieftie's advice and confent, to be de- 
prived. 

*« Item^ That no Bifchop be Eledled but quho is pafli the age of 40 
yeares compleit, and quho hes bein ane a6luall teaching Minifter the 
fpace of ten yeares." 
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Whilk haill Articles, being diven tymes red pabli^e, in &ce of the 
whole Aflemblie conveined, efter voteing, the famen wer ratified and 
conduded be the faid Affemblie and Moderator, to be obferved in all 
tyme comeing. Yet a godUe brother, M* Patrick Primrofe, with the re- 
manent brethren of the Prefbytrie of Air, quho being neer to Gla^ow, 
came to fee quhat wold be done ; perceaving the iniquitie of thofe afts, 
quherby, in ane inftant, all the good forme of the difcipline of this Kirk of 
Scotland wes caft doune, wer fullie refolued to proteft againft all that 
wes done, and began in publi6i; to doe the fame ; yet wer interrupted, 
and maid to believe that they fhould get fatilfadtion in the privie confer- 
ence ; quher, partlie be minaffing authoritie, and pardie be cunning po- 
licie, they wer brocken and layd by. Therefore, before that diflblution, 
inftead of giving any fatilTaftion to good brethren, efter conference, this 
A6i; wes concluded : 

^* Forafmeikle as, in this prefent AiTemblie, it is alreadie ftatute that the 
Exercife (hall be moderat be the Bifchops, in the meetings of the Mini- 
fters, if they be prefent, or then be any other quhom he fliall appoynt at 
the tyme of the Synod ; and becaus the next Synod is not to be holden 
before the moneth of Odlober next to come ; therefore it' is ordained, 
that, in abfence of the Bifchops, the conftant Moderators (hall r^naine 
in their oune places quhill the next Synod come. 

** Item^ l^ecaus it is vncivill that lawes or conftitutions, either civill or 
ecclefiaftical, being once eftablifhed and in force by publi61: and open 
confent, fliould be controlled or called in queflion by any perfone ; there- 
fore it is ftatute by vniforme confent of the haill AflembUe, that none of 
the Minifters, either in pulpit in his preaching or in his publidt exercife, 
fpeake or reafon againft the bj& of this prefent AflembUe, nor difobey 
the famen, vnder the pane of deprivation, being tiyed and convicted 
thereof ; and fpeciallie, that the queftion of equalitie and inequalitie in 
the Kirk be not treated in pulpit, vnder the fame paine : And that 
everie one of the Commiflioners prefentlie intimat this a6i; m the firft 
meeting at the firft exercife. 

<< Extra6ted furth of the Regifter of the Books of the Generall Aflknblie 
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be M^ Thomas Nicolfone, Commifler of Aberdeen, clerk, keeper, and 
0Xtra£ter heirof." 

Thir doings at this Aflemblie wer heavilie regraited be good brethren 
of the miniftrie, and godlie profeflburs ; that, as the Nobilitie, Bifchops, 
and Minifters, fundrie of them wer returning home and came to Stirling, 
M' Patrick Symfone, in ane great and folemne audience, publi£llie layed 
out in his fermon their periurie and defection from the trueth of God, fairlie 
and dearlie, to their confciences ; that the Bifchops wift not quhat to doe, 
whether to accufe or to comport ; yet their patience prevailed* Sicklyk 
of fundrie of them came to Edinburgh, M' W^. Balcanquell, ane of Ibe 
Minifters here, did the lyke ; who wes therefore called before the King's 
G>unfell, quher coram he convidted Bifchop Law of apoftacie and per- 
iurie, fo that he had nothing to anfwer ; yet they difmifled him with a 
fimple admonition. M' Patrick Galloway glanced alfo verie near the 
matter, in his firft fermon that he made when he came to Edinburgh ; 
but ever therwith, according to his cuftome, flattering the King greatiie. 
Others profeflburs that fpack heartlie and openlie againft the a£ls of that 
Aflemblie wer alfo fummoned before the Counfell, but they behooved to 
puniflie them fome way : But Glafgow Hayed them, faying, that *< fuch 
dealing fo foone wold doe no good, but Airre vp moe, and make them 
over much adoe I" Yet ane merchand of Edinburgh wes imprifoned a 
whyle, and then with ane fliarpe admonition wes releived ; and inftantlie 
there wes a terrible proclamation made, that none fliould fpeake againft 
the proceidings of the Aflemblie at Glafgow. 

immediatlie after this, Glafgow and Brechin tooke ioumey to Court, 
to repoirt quhat wes done, and get thanks ; and Galloway followed, quho 
all three wer keept till the moneth of November, at what tyme the Eng- 
lifli Parliament fatt doune at Weftminfter; and then, be a fpedaU 
Commiffion from the King to the Bifchop of London for that effeGt^ the 
Archbifchop of Glafgow and the other two wer folemnlie ordained, inau- Ti^rie sootts Bis- 
gurat, and confecrat, with anoynting of oyle, and other ceremonies, iuft ^^ oonsemt 
according to the Englifli fafchion andpontificall of the Papifts ; who» after Giugow, Brech. 
returning to Scotland, in the moneth of December, did to the Archbi- ^dUh^Bu^^ ' 

N 
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chops, at their re- fchop of St Aiidrois in St Androis, as they wer done withall at Lambeth, 
^SllS^'^uji alfe neer as they could poffiblie imitat : And thereafter the two Aichbi- 
rest of the Bis- fchops confecrat them Bifchops, ay as they wer nominat be the King, and 
"^ ^^* agried vnto be the reft, firft quiethe, but afterward verie folemnlie, as their 

eftate grew and wer favoured be their Prince. 

Now, to fpeake of fome other things that followed as effe^ of this 

Aflemblie : When newes came to England quhat wes done at Glafgow, 

and M' Andro Melvill, then being in the Toure, wes infonned of the 

particulars, a gentleman of his acquaintance came to take his leive of faim, 

and aflced, quhat word he had to his fireinds in Scotland ? for he wes 

prefentlie to goe to his ioumey : He, having mynd vpon the miferable 

cafe of the Kirk of Scotland, tooke fcariflie notice quhat the gentleman 

fpacke ; but he, not willing to ftay, faid, '* Sir, I wold cane any word 

from 30W to 3our freinds in Scotland, if see wfll imploy me.'* M^ An* 

dro anfwered, ^^ I have no word to them, but am heavilie greived that the 

glorious govemement of the Kirk of Scotland fliould be fo deftced, and 

a papifticall govemement fett : And thow, Madeftone, (fo ftylling the 

M* Androw Mel. Earlc of Duubar, becaus he came out of that houfe, ) hes thow no other 

IgtAoMtKot^^ thing adoe but carie doune to Scotland fuch commiflSons, quherby God's 

S£dIiiS£ ^^^ ^^ wracked ther? The Lord fall be avenged vpon thee, and thow 

fall never goe doime againe, for all thy grandeur !" Quhervpon the 
gentleman coming foorth, mett with other two gentlemen of his acquaint- 
ance quho wer awaiting vpon the Earle of Dumbar his comeing vp to 
Court, for their oune adoes ; and faid to them, '< I have been pref^mt- 
lie in at M' Andro Melvill, quho is in a vehement angar becaus he hes 
gotten knowledge that the difcipline of the Kirk of Scotland is altogether 
caften doune at this Aflemblie [whilk] hes bein in Glafgow, and thinks 
that the Earle of Dumbar hes bein the great inllrument to get the tume 
done ; and, as I thinke, he fayeth litle lefle but that he fall not reigne 
long, but that Grod fhall be avenged vpon him ; And therfore, feing I 
know M' Andro Melvill to be fo holie and good a man, and that other 
thinges that Mr Andro hath fpocken, in his zeale, hes come furelie to 
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pafldy I wold wUhe 30W to delay no tyme, but to get 30ur tumes exped 
with himi fo long as his Court lads I" 

The other great inftrument of the wrack of the Kirk of Scotland wes 
Richard Banorafti Archbifchop of Canterburrie. Both thir wer ftricken 
with the great and iuft iudgments of God, foone efter this Aflemblie ; 
for in that verie moneth of November, at the inauguration of the Scot- 
tifh Bifchops, Bifchop Bancraft, who wes commended be the Bifchop of 
Done, in his funerall fennon, for cafting doune the goyemement of Pref* 
bytries and Aflemblies in Scotland, wes cailen doune and overthrowen 
by terrible tonnents and a defperat death himfelfe ; and the Earle of 
Dumbar wes by death caften doime from his great honour and dignitie, 
even quhen he was mod buflilie compleiting his great building in Ber- 
wick, thinking to have keeped St George day thair, with great folemni- 
tie, and to have celebrat with great pompe his only daughter's manage 
with the Lord Waldon : But God fuffered him not to compleit nor per- 
forme any of them at that tyme ; for he depairted this lyfe in the 
moneth of February following, 1611. 

Ane other effedt of that Aflemblie to be remembered is this : There . ybta, qtihat be. 
wer three brethren of a Prefbytrie fent to that Aflemblie, quho, in the mSJ,J1!J^ 
Bifchop of St Andrewes his prefence, wer adiured, as they ihould anfwer coiuented to in. 
to Chrift Jefus, not to confent to the alteration of the prefent goveme- cb^^^dut 
mentofthis Kirk; who nottheles, being eameftlie dealt with, two of ^"f**^^ 
th^n voted to the fetting vp of Bifchops and altering of the ordour of 
our Kirk. The third's vote wes non liquet^ and therefore, quhen they 
came back to their Prefl>ytries, they wer aflced quhat they had done P 
The other two wer filent ; but this brother faid, plainlie, '^ There wes 
gold and money enough dealt among Miniilers, but I thank my Grod I 
gatt none of it." Quherevpon a neir freind faid mirrilie to his Minifter, 
^^ They fay that he gatt Devill be licket at the Aflemblie I" alluding to 
his vote ; for he knew not quhat that meaned. Now, it is remarkeable 
quhat ML to the other two : Ane of them fell in a heavy feeknes, and 
after his feeknes, in a trouble of mynd, and being guiltie of fundrie 
fecret fins, yet he thought notthelefle that they wer knowen to fome per- 
fons ; namelie, he vpon the Lord's Sabboth, quhen he fliould have been 
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at his meditation, having the Kirk boze Handing befyde him in the 
Seffion-houfe» having keyes of the boxe that others knew not off, he vfed 
to take fome money out of the faid boxe at fome tymes, when he wes in 
neceifitie ; quhervpon he apprehended that he wold be put to death thair- 
fore ; and quhen ane other Miniiler that wes fent to comfort him aiked 
him, If he wes looking for death ? He faid, << Yes ; but, alace I I am 
not prepared for it/* Then that Mmifler bad him confefle quhat things 
troubled his mynd, for it wes no tyme to diflemble ; he, among other 
things, heavilie regrated that he had taken that money in Glafgow, call- 
ing it ** cur fed geir ;** promifing, that if ever he fliould be brought to 
any publi6i; place to fpeake to the people, he ihould confefle that fin and 
vther fins alfo ; and befought him to pray for him. He farther con- 
fefled that he gat but 50 merks, and fo much he thought he had taken out 
of the Kirk boxe. A litle efter this, when his apprehenfion and trouble 
of mynd paft from him, he thought to have continued in his miniftrie, but 
could not ; neither durll he for all the world goe to a pulpit, either to 
preach or adminifter the facrament of Baptifme ; but, vpon a Frefbytrie- 
day confefled this to his brethren, and freelie and willinglie gave over the 
mmiilrie, and wes fo cad doune and aihamed that he tooke him to his bed, 
and lay therein night and day, albeit he wes not feeke ; for quhen ever 
they gave him meite, he eated it ; and quhen they abftradted it never fo 
long, he wold never have foght meite, albeit he Ihould have fterved. 
Thus continowing a long tyme, in end he rofe from his bed, and went 
out to the contrey to have gotten fome calling in fome other place, quher 
he wes not knowen ; yet gat no helpe, but came back againe and foght 
helpe from the Bifchops for whofe faike he had fallen in all thir mifer- 
ies ; and fo, with great difficultie the Bifchop put him into a Kirk againft 
all the parochiners' will, where he lived in povertie and fliame till he ended 
his miferable lyfe. 

Then for that other brother that voted to the Articles in Glafgow, and 
gat his 50 merkes, quhen he came home to his oune congregation, his 
elders found that there wes 50 merks, or thereabout, taken out of 
their Kirk boxe quhilk flx)od in his hous, and would have him fupplying 
it againe, or trying who had taken it out, that it might have bein gotten 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 101 

Bgaine ; but he, difpytfullie anfwering, that he would maike them no 
compt of it, they complained to his Bifchop, and he therefore maid a vi- 
fitation of his Kirk, and caufed the Minifter publidllie fwear that he nei- 
ther tooke the money himfelfe, neither knew who tooke it. Yet, after 
he had fwome, confidering that he made no tryell quho tooke it, and that 
it wes taken away, the boze bein in his houfe, he wes ordained and com- 
manded to put in 60 merks in the boxe againe ; quhilk he did with great 
mifcontentment. So the moneyis that thir two gat for their votes in 
Glafgow did them no good, but much hurt. 

Information wes maid to fundrie of other Mmiilers that gat moneyis at 
that fame Ailemblie that did them fmall good ; for it wes ftollen and 
taken from them be fundrie meanes. Alwayes, albeit the thing that they 
gat did them litle good, yet the eredling of Bifchops, the buying of 
their benefices out of noblemen's hands, and fumilhing expenfes to Ihem 
in their adoes at all tymes, wer iudged by the wyfeft, and thefe that wer 
aftors in that great buffines, to cod the King 300,000 lib. fterling. 

FoUowes now in the hiftorie to fpeake how the Diocefian Synodes wer 
keept in 06tober, anno 1610. The great Metrapolitan Bifchop keept 
two Synods ; one in Auguft, quher all the Minifters conveined and obeyed 
him in all things ; ane other in St Andrewes, quher many Minifters of 
Fyfe conveined and fome others of the Prelbytrie perteining to that Dio- 
de, according as the Bifchop had writtin particular letters to everie Mi- 
nifter, defyremg them to meet in St Andrewes at fuch a day, vnder the 
paane of fufpenfion from their calling, according to their a£t concluded in 
Glafgow. When the brethren mett, fearing that the Bifchop fliould 
vfurpe the place, and take vpon him to be Moderator, lyke as he taught a 
fermon as if he had bein laft Moderator, but this be way of parenthefis ; 
he had bein oft pute vpon the leitts to be Moderator at fundrie tymes, 
but to that houre he wes never chofen, quhilk maid him in great anger 
to fay that he wold be deleited, quhilk wes done : Yet at this Aflemblie, 
efter his doArine, fitts doune as Moderator, no leit made, neither he 
chofen by any votes ; the number of brethren that mett in the Kirk of 
St Andrewes, quher the Aflemblie held, (albeit that before, the Ftovin- 
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ciall Aflemblies meeting in Sandlandiewes, ever fatt in St Leonard's 
Colledge, ) had appoynted M' Jo''. Malcomei Minifter at Perth, being the 
mod aged and grave man that wes in that meeting at that tyme» quho 
inclyned not to the courfe of Bifchops, to fpeake in all thdr names 
againll the Bifchop's vfurpation, and if he wold not let them choofe a 
Moderator according to the good old forme, defyred him to ryfe and re- 
move out of the Aflemblie, and they all (hould follow him, quhilk he 
promifed to doe : Yet the Bifchop, being fett domie in his chyre, began 
to pray, and fome would have interrupted him, yet faid he, ^* Let us be- 
gin at prayer, and then fpeake quhat yow thinke good.'* The prayer 
ended, the Bifchop begun to tell quhat warrand he had to take that place 
and authoritie vpon him, be the adls concluded at the Aflemblie of 
Glafgow. 

[After] great contradidtion, and many good reafons vfed againft him, 

both out of Scripture and a£ts of Generall Aflemblies in the fincereft 

tyme of our Kirk, he wes forced at length to vtter thir words : *^ Grod, 

let me never fie God's face, nor be partaker of his kingdome, if I fould 

take this office vpon me, if I wer not perfwaded that it wer both lawfull 

and expedient !'* To the quhilk it wes anfwered, that his perfwafion 

fould not deftroy the good order that wes eflabUOied in our Kirk ; and 

therefore, fundrie began to proteft againft his vfurpation, and to defyre 

AT Johne Malcome to ryfe and leave him, and they fould follow : But 

AP Johne Malcome wes diflwaded be his coll^ue, M' W"^. Coupar, quho 

faid, <^ Brethren, it falbe heft to aflay if he fall doe any thing contrair 

to the order in former Aflemblies, and then we fall all leive him." The 

Bifchop alfo vfed many fair fpeaches to allure the brethren to ftay and 

fee quhat wes done ; yet fome began to proteft againft that quhilk wes 

alreadie done. The Bifchop then, in great anger, faid, <^I care, not 

quhat 3ee doe I If there wer but 6 or 7 brethren that would ftay, I 

fall doe the tume that I fould doe, and be anfwerable to the King for my 

doing." So M' Johne Malcome not removeing, and the Bifchop promife- 

ing to doe nothing but as they fould dired; him, he choofed a derk, and 

faid, << I think the tryell of Ih:eft)ytries is the principall thing that is adoe 
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this tyme :" And fo, a perfundorious tryell of the Frelbytries made the 
brethren diflblve, with verie great difcontentment. 

Shorthe efter this, vpon a Sabboth day, the Bifchop having preached 
before noone, as his cuftome wes^ went efter noone to feme paftyme, or 
to take reft and fleip, as he did this day ; and the cooke, being offended 
that he could not get my lord's fupper taken out in tyme, maid fome 
noyfe and high ipeaches. The Bifchop's fifter's fonne comes and chydes 
with the cooke for wakening my lord from his reft ; and he againe, in 
anger, fpacke fome indifcreit words to him; quheratthe Bifchop's fifter's 
fonne, offended at him, takes out a dagger and ftickes the cooke. The 
cry ryfeing, and the man flaine, the Bifchop's fifter's fonne is appre- 
hended and put in waird ; yet moyen [wes] maid, and the poore man's 
freinds fatiffied with fome money, fo that none wer to perfew him, he 
wes cleanged by a whyte fyfe, as they called it, and he wes letten goe fiie. 

All the reft of the Bifchops alfo keeped then* Affemblies, albeit with 
great contradidUon and difcontentment in fome of them ; and no marvell, 
feing that the moft godlie, learned, zealous, and wyfeft of the miniftrie, 
many of them wer removed, fo that they could not oppone to the evill 
courfe themfelves, neither get occafion to waken vp others to their due- 
tie, as they wold have done if they had been permitted : For it wes cer- 
tainlie knowen that M' George Gledftanes confeffed and wrote no leffe 
to the King then that it had not bein poiBble for him to have gotten that 
tume done as he did, if M' Andrew Melvill had been into the contrey 
and at libertie, as now he wes in captivitie in the Toure of London, at 
this fame tyme. 

Yet, albeit all fucceided to the Bifchops' contentment, they were odious 
to all that knew their pryde and licentious living at this tyme ; in- 
fomuch that fundrie poefies wer fett out againft them, both in Latine 
and Engliih ; as thefe : 

Vina amat Andreas, cum vino Glafgua amores ; 

Ros csetus, ludos Galva, Brechius opes ; 
Aulam Orcas, ollam Moravus, parat Infula fraudes ; 

Dumblanufque tricas, nomen Aberdonius ; 
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Anra Caledonius fraterni raminat agri ; 

Rarus adea parochia O CatineflB tuia ! 
Solua in Axgidija pneful meritiflimua oria, 

Pauca^ minifterij fymbola folua habea I 



The Scots thereof nunf he this: 
St Andrewea loves a cup of wyne, fo Glafgow with a whoore ; 
Ros companiei play Gralloway, Brechin not to be poore : 
Orknay ^e Court, Murray the pott, the Ifles lovea to deceave, 
Dumblane to tricke, and Aberdeme a glorious name to have. 
By chance Dunkeld hes lighted fo that Jacob he wold be ; 
But O good Caitnes, quhen comes thow thy flock to teach or fie? 
For light and doArine they may all refigne it to Argyle ; 
So Faith hes left the Lawlands deane, gone to the hiUs a whyle ! 



Then thir Vbb8B8 wer fpread abroad : 

Ter quater et toto fuit vnus Apoftolus oibe, 
Nunc tot apoftaticos Scotia fola f urea ; 

Diftat apoftolico novus his chorus ; ille miniftroa 
Fervigiles, porcos hie habet atque lupoa. 

Vnus erat SataoflB myites, pars altera CSuifti 
Vnus ac hie Cihrifti eft ; cstera pars Satanss I 

[Trafiflated thus i] 
Thryfe foure tymes ane Apoftles wes in all the world fo wyde, 
Alfe many falfe apoftat priefts, O Scotland I thee now does guyde : 
But marke great odes I The Apoftles wer good watchmen^ preachers fyne, 
Thir apoftats ar craftie todes, and filthie doggesf and fwyne I 
Of thofe, ane wes a Devill, I grant ; the reft wer Chrift's indeid ; 
lir, ane truelie preaches Chrift ; the reft are devillifh feid t 

* One MS. leads "rws.'* f ^ anothMr MS. ••wolTct.'' 
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By Pallas' arte, the Grecians built ane horfe 
Alfe hudge as hill, prefenting him to Troy ; 
And craftie Simon, taken as perforce, 
Perfwaded them to brecke the walls witii ioy, 
And fett him vp in the mod facred place. 
But therout vfhing captaines, did deftroy 
With fyre and fword tibeir dtie foone, alace ! 
The Dardan prophets cryed, and bad them ceafe, 
AUureing them to worke their oune releife ; 
But foolifh madnes fpoyled of that grace. 
So God for fin broght on their lad mifcheife. 
This horfe, this Simon, and this Troian fack. 
Me thinkes I fie, quhill we thir Bifchops make. 



A QUI8QUI8 FOB BISCHOPS, WHITHEB THEY BE GOOD OB BAD. 

m 

K 30W will read out the lyne to the end, and then reft over, paifing 
eyerie pundum and comma, it hes a relation to thofe who ar good ; but 
iT, in 30ur reading, 300 will reft at eyerie pundum and comma, it hes a 
reference to thofe who ar badde. 

When Bifchops preach, they preach in fpyte, of yyces 

They haue great pairt, with thofe that fear the Lord 

Th^ feldome fympathife, with men's deyyoes 

In mater of the Church they doe accord. 

The Romifli rites they loye, not with their foule 

They can endure to heare a preaching Paul. 



THE LEGEND OF LIMMEBS' LXyBS. 

Heir is a breife, but a moft true narration. 

Of the Scotts Bifchops' liyes and conyerfation. 

o 
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Firft to the eredtion of old Abbacies 
They aU confented, and of Priories, 
Only to get their oune erefUons paft ; 
Thogh now them to vndoe they feike at laft. 
Next, they ar jmrwjidei tranfgreffbres; 
Make rethorick of ane oath, fweare and forfweare, 
Recks not Crod's mercies nor his iudgements feare 
To eate, to drinke, to caird, to dyce, to play 
In Princes' Courts;)/ace6o night and day. 
They endeavour, el vigilante cura 
Daylie to feike for cqftra^ prata^ rura. 
Thus they defyre to be Epi/bapaH 
For nothing els but to be elevati. 
And thogh God's law cryes nequis perimraretj 
Nequis adulteriumy /urtumve patraret ; 
Yet they lyke hyrelings feik but gregis lanamf 
And live profanelie,^(9an/e« viam vanam. 
Yea, they doe ry de per muUae mundi plagas 
To get great pomp and leave their oune fcheip fxigat. 
I know they'll fay they have their fubftituts. 
But I fay thefe ar not Chriil's conftituts ; 
For they ar not with libertie elected. 
But contrairwayes intrufivelie erefted. 
Thus, thogh they feeme for to have true religion. 
Yet craftilie in Ihem they hyde ambition ; 
And as for thofe who their bleft miniftrie 
Difchaiges weill, for not-conformitie, 
Before the High CommiflSon they are called, 
Confyned, depryved, imprifoned, and thraned. 
Thus from a worfe eftate to worfe they fall. 
And fo but change may looke for worft of aU. 
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Fear not, my freinds, though Falfhood for a while 
And Pride afpyre againft the Treuth to Hand. 
Thogh hlind Amhition cry, yee waih, yee till. 
And Bifchops blaw and brack all cords as fand. 
Jehova lives, and loves his oune command. 
This Dagon once did fall before our arke. 
If we to God could lift both heart and hand, 
Yet fliould it fall, for all their wyhe work. 
^They fwell, they fay, that now that flate is ftark 
And fleathing flefli applauding to their pryd ; 
Sayes others mift, but they have hitt the mark 
And coutch the Kirk, and now lyke Lords they ryd. 
Beleive, ftand fail, and God fhall fend a day 
When Sion's breath fliall blow this mift away t 



What ihall we fay now quhen we fie 

The preachers of humilitie 
With pompe pra6tife the Papall pride, 

With potentats to fitt and ryd, 
And flryvefor ftate in Parliament? 

Lyke Lords in their abuliament. 
They blew againft the Bifchops long 

Aiid doArine in the people dang, 
That ^finifters ihould not be Lords ; 

But now their words and works difcords. 
Their braverie bracks their oune Kirk a£faB, 

Sick changes malcontentment makes. 
Fy on that faith that tumes with i^me I 

Turn home, and I (hall turn my ryme. 
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1611. At this fame tyme, (to tell this be the way,) there wes fome good ^p- 



pearance that M' Andro Melvill wold have gotten his rdeife, if he wold 
but fignifie, in the fmalleft fonne of confeffion that they pleafed, that he 
was difcontent in offending the King*s maieftie or the CounfeU of Eng- 
land, in the penning of thefe Verfes quhilk he had wiittin conoeniing ihe 
altar that he did fie fet vp in the King's Chappell ; and being requeifted, 
be numy who loved him, to doe fo, he put p^i to paper, and wrote this 
Supplicatorie Confeffion following, in Latine, becaus he could vtter his 
mynd and affection better in that language nor in Englifli. But heir it 
foUowes in Englifh : 

MELVIN TO THB COUNSBLL OF BNGLAND. 

Hu Soppiioattoa << Artaxeixes, fumamed Memoiofus, the Perfian bountifull Monarch, 
to th« ComiseU. ^^^ douuc and eftablifhed a law in a divyne maner to the old Kirk of the 

Jewes, quhen they returned from their captivitie, concerning the wor- 
Esra Til. 23. fchip of God and right forme of their Religion, in thir words : ' Let 

everie thing be done fpeidillie in the houfe of the God of heaven, ac- 
cording to the commandement of the God of heaven, that bote wraith 
come not vpon the realme, King, and his children/ 

<^ When I had oft and carefullie thoght vpon this law, and compaired 
the fame with other lyke places of Scripture, long before I came now 
laft to England, according to my calling quherin God hes placed me ; 
thrie yeares fince, in the moneth of September, being in Hamtoun 
Court, and being bidden goe and heare and fie the fervice, I maid off- 
hand, efter invocation on God*8 name, according as occafion then 
offered, a fiiort, in(olent grammaticall Poefie, quhilk wes rehearfed to the 
King ; the copie quherof, without my knowledge, being writtin, mutilat, 
and wrongouilie fett downe, wes caften vp to me as a great cryme by 
the whole CounfeU, in the moneth of November, and the accufation re- 
newed againft me the yeare following, in the beginning of Spring iyme. 
If I, therefore, in fpeaking of fuch a purpofe without guyle, or any de- 
ceatfulnes, after a Scottifli fafliion, to cleare my felfe and my Verfes firom 
any horrible iniquitie, not agrieable to the nature and fafliions of this 
kingdome, quherof I had no mynd to have writtin in fuch a difficill^rme 
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any thing indecentlie, quhilk hes offended any mortall man iuAlie, let be 
the mod honorable Counfell, as I have fuffered the puniihment of my 
error and rudenes in two yeares imprifonment ; fo I mufl humblie and 
eameftlie and humblie crave pardon, firil of the hands of my mod mer- 
cifull Father, and then at the mod clement King of Great Britaine, and 
finallie, at the hands of the mod gracious vpright dealling of this mod 
honourable Counfell." 

But yet no releife wes obtained, but he wes keeped dill in prifon, 
quhill the Duke of Bulloigne, in the year of God 1611, fend to Eng- 
land, and be earned fute obtained at the King's maiedie leave to tranf- 
port him to Ledan, [Leyden ?]* quhair he had ere£ted a CoUedge, that he HeiTUi. Profcs. 
might be a Profeffour there ; quhilk, efter licence granted, wes done 
with all diligence. But fo foone as the Bifchops of England gat know- 
ledge of his tranfportation, they wer exceedinglie offended, but could 
not helpe the mater. In the quhilk Colledge M' Andro Melvill lived 
with great praife and commendation of all quho feared God, and knew 
quhat literature and holie difpofition wes in him ; continwallie oppofing 
himfelfe to all thofe who taught any contrarie doctrine to the trueth of 
Grod, to the yeare of God 1621, quhen God tooke him out of this vaile 
of miferie to his etemall kingdome. 

A Utile before his comeing out of the Toure, Arabella [Stuart,] who 
wes next to the Croune of England in blood, had maried a noble man for 
her pleafure, without the King or his CounfeU's confent ; and therefore, 
her hufliand wes imprifoned in the Toure ; quhilk Mr Andro Melvill 
knowing, he mirrilie and in great quyetnes fends this Didichon to him : 

Tecum caufa mihi communis carceris, Ara ; 
Regia f acra mihi, Regia bella tibi I 

Englijhed thus : 

To both of vs the Royall Altar is the comon caufe of prifon : 

But hdr*s the oddes, the Holy Altar me, the good blames ye for treafon ! 

• The Adv. MS. 84, 5, 14, roftdfl » Sedvu" 
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For he wes imprifoned for Atajacra^ the holie altar ; and the Nobleman 
for ArorheUa^s caufe quhom he had maried. 

The authoritie and ambition of Bifchops now dayfie growing greater 
and greater, albeit the people for the moil part contemned and fpacke 
evill of them, yea, aifd hated them as enemies to the iincere preaching 
of the Gofpell, there came doune miffives from the King to Uie Conn- 
fell and Minifters of Edinburgh, commanding that the pulpits of Edin- 
burgh fiiould be patent to all Bifchops, at all tymes, whenfoeyer they 
^^ofc^n P^^^^^ to teach: Quhervpon M' George Gledftaines, Bifchop of St 
formitic. Audrewes, taught on a Sabboth-day before noone, in the Litle Kirk of 

Edinburgh, called commonlie M' Robert Bruce*s Kirk ; and, efter that, 
he and other Bifchops taught as they thoght meit ; many of all the 
Bifchops dwelling and makeing their refidence in Ed', that winter, in 
anno 1609, and all that fummer following ; quherin fome Bifchops fliould 
have bein confecrat in St Andrewes ; but the weather was fo ilormie» 
that the Convention for that buflines held not : But after, a number <^ 
Bifchops quho had receaved confecration alreadie, mett in Leith, and 
thair confecrat their brethren openlie ; but the forme wes thoght fo yaine 
and frivolous that they wer mocked for their doing. Nothelefle, the 
Bifchops being preferred to high places, and keeping their Diocefian Af- 
femblies twyfe in the yeare, and calling Minifters before their' High Com- 
miflion, and threatning to depofe them or fufpend them from their call- 
ing, and no meanes found out quherby a frie Generall Aflemblie mig^ 
be gotten conveined to cenfure them ; and Minifters quho wer of a oon- 
trarie opinion to them not willing nor darring to conveine to excommn- 
nicat them ; and the Minifters of Edinburgh now admitted, their num- 
ber being augmented and doubled, albeit in ane vncouth forme, be a 
Bifchop and not be the Frefbytrie, and now admitted in their roumes 
who wer either banilhed or depairted this life, being altogether conforme 
and following the Bifchops' courfes, for the moft parte, God*s caufe wes 
deferted be many, and the courfe of conformitie with England daylie 
grew more and more, with fmall beginnings ; for, in the year of Grod 
1614, the King fent doune a Proclamation of this tenour : 
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** Forfameikle as it is meit to try who are Papifts, that they may he i6i4. 
tane order with, he commanded that all the Mmifters of Scotland ihould 
examine and try their people, and make them readie to receave the Com- 
munion the 24 day of Apryle ; commanding alfo all his fubiedts, of quhat- 
foever rank or qualitie tiiey wer of, to communicat that day, that fo they 
might be the better knowen quho wold not communicat.'* 

Now, this being Fafch day, fome exponed it one way, to the heft p««* ^ay com- 
fenfe ; but others feared that it wes only broght in that it might be made 
a perpetuaU law in all tyme comeing, as the effe6t proved efterward : 
quhervpon many Mruifterst not knowing any inconvenient, gave the 
Communion vpon Pafche day, albeit fome few did it not. 

Anno 1615, in the moneth of May, M' George Gledftaines, Bifchop 
of St Andrewes, depairted this life. He died of a filthie and loathfome 
difeafe. He wes not defyreous that any perfone ihould vifit him, or 
fpeake comfortablie to him ; neither that they fiiould pray publi6llie for 
him in the tyme of his feiknes ; but left a fupplication behind him to the 
King, that he might be honourablie buried, and that his wyfe and his 
baimes might be helped, becaus of his povertie at his death. All quhilk 
wes done ; for albeit his bodie behooved to have been buried inftantlie 
efter his death, be reafon of the caice it wes in, yet the folemnitie of his 
fimerallis wes maid in the moneth of Junij following, quhilk being a windie 
and ftormie day, blew away the pale that wes caried above his head, and 
marred the reft of the honors that wer caried about the coffine : And M' 
Johne Spotifwood, Archbifchop of Glafgow, wes maid Archbifchop of f)^***^*'^^ 
St Andrewes in his ftead ; and M' James Law, Bifchop of Orkney, 
maid Archbifchop of Glafgow; and Mr George Grahame, Bifchop g£ 
Dumblane, maid Bifchop of Orkney } and M' Adam Bannatyne, [Bal- B«M«ndyn apos- 
lantyne,] Minifter at Falkirk, made Bifchop of Dumblane, albeit he had 
continwallie before that appeared to be ane vtter enemie to that office, 
and had fpocken thir words to M' Greorge Grahame not many yeares 
before that, in ane Provindall Aflemblie, M' George Grahame being 
delated to have taken on him to be a Bifchop contrair to his promife 
maid to the Prefbytrie at Fearth : ^^I fie nothing in thee but thow art orah^e. ^ 



112 



ROWS HISTORIE OF 



BiLUoolme. 



A subtile foxe. 



a menfwome man ! Thow art the excrements of all the mmifbie» and 
thow had taken the ezcremente of all the Bifchopricks of Scotland I If 
the brethren wold follow my counfell, we fould prefentfie give 30Q to 
the Divell ; but becauJe they pittie thee, let this advertifement move thee 
to caft off that vnlawfull place and calling thow haft taken thee to.*' 

M' Johne Spottifwood, now Archbifchop of St Andiewes, held a High 
Commiffion ; in the quhilk Mr Johne Malcolme, l^Gnifter at Perth, wea 
called before them for vttering feme things in the Epiftle dedicatorie to 
the King's maieftie, before his Commentar ypon the A€ts of the Apoftles, 
quhilk wes now printed ; but he anfwering for himfelfei no further wes 
dcme, but the King advertifed of his anfuers. 

In themoneth of October following, 1615, the Bifchopof St Andrewes 
held his firil Dioceflan Aflemblie in his toune of St Andrewes, and wes 
fo calme, and gave fuch contentment to the brethren then prefent, Ihat 
he affuired them he fould be weill content that Prefbytries fould keip 
their oune formes, vifite Kirks within their oune bounds, and doe all 
that ever they did before ; only, if difficill maters came on before them, 
let him be advertifed, and he fould helpe them therein. But yet, the 
firft publi£t tume he did, he came in the moneth of November to vifite 
the Kirk of Dumfermling, and finding M' Johne Murray, Mmifter there, 
not to be conforme, neither wold acknowledge his comeing at that 
tyme ; and M' Andro Fofter, [Forrefter,] Minifter there alfo, to ac- 
knowledge him, he layd the haill burden of the miniftrie vpon M*^ An- 
dro Fofter, [Forrefter ;] and fo, in effect, removed M' Johne Murray 
from that miniftrie ; quhilk taredde meikle trouble in that congr^tion 
efter[wards.] 

In the yeare following, the King caufed make a Proclamation, 1616, 
appoynting a Generall Aflbmblie to be holden at Aberdein in the moneth 
of Auguft. The Earle of Montrofe, my Lord Carnegie, and the Prefi- 
dent, wer his Maieftie's Commiffioners to that Aflemblie. The Aflem- 
blie continued fyve dayes. The firft day there wer three fermons, and 
everie other day one ; but there wes fcairflie fo many houres quherin 
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the publi6l Aflemblie handled the publidt affaires ; but alwayes concluded 
m the Friyie Conference. They fpake of takeing ordour with Far 
pifta, and to bring in feme formes yfed in the Kirk of England into this 
Kirk, and to have Publi6t Prayers penned to be yfed publidtlie be all 
AGnifters ; and fundrie other thinges wer fpocken, but no certaine con- 
clufion made, be reafon many Minifters who wer not ypon the Confe- 
rence, being warned, depairted off the toune. 

The year following, the King came into Scotland himfelfe, and held a leir. 
Parliament, quherin he thoght to haye gotten fundrie Articles concluded, to^oUu^^ 
anent Ceremonies to haye bein broght into this Kirk : And therefore 
caufed repair the Chappell Royall, in Halyruidhous, quherin wes a glorious chap^n Hojaji 
altar fett yp, with two clofed Bybles, two ynlightned candles, and two ba- 
fins without water fett tl^ereon, organs put yp, and his Maieftie's Quiriflers 
^poynted to ling and fay the Englifti Sendee dayhe : Quherynto many, 
for noyeltie, came to fie and hear quhat fuch things could be ; but, fee- 
ing nothing but prophanitie and abufeing the feryice of God, came not 
againe. Yet, to begin that Ceremonie, in kneelling at the altar quhen 
the Sacrament is taken, the King caufed fome of the Nobilitie and feme 
Bifchops to take the Communion at the altar kneelling, after the Engliih 
forme. The brethren of the miniftrie, therefore, that came oyer to fie 
quhat good they could doe at that Parliament, fieing they gat not a free 
Generall Affemblie, a number of them, 40 or thereabout, conyeined with 
the Minifters of Edinburgh ; and being informed quhat wes his Maieftie's 
intention in bringing in noyfome Ceremonies into this Kirk, they con- 
cluded ypon a humble Supplication, with a Proteftation, in the end, left 
their fupplicatlon fiiould be reieded ; the tenour quherof foUowes : 

SUPPLICATION AND PROTESTATION TO THE PABLIAMENTt 

^^ Moft gracious and dread Soyeraigne, moft honourable Lords, and SnppUcation and 
remanent Commiflioners of this prefent Parliament, We, the Minifters of S^l'ivul^n?. 
Chrift's Eyangell, being heir conyeined from all parts of this your Ma« 
ieftie's kingdome, doe in fubmiflion and reyerence intreat your Maieftie 
md honors' patient and honourable hearing of this our reafonable and 
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humUe Supplication : And firft, it will pleafe your royall hienet aad 
honourable eftates, prefentlie conyenit, be informed that we ar heir a 
number of the miniftriey and that the Bifchops have protefted, finee our 
comeing hither, to a great many of ws, that nothing (hould be agried nor 
confented to be them in this prefent Parliament, in maters concemingthe 
whole Kirk, the difcipline or ordour thereof, without our fpeciaU know- 
ledge and advyce ; affirmeing alfo, that neither we nor they have power 
of confent, in any novation or finalleft change of the ordour eftabliflied, 
without the fpeciaU advyce and determination of the Generall Aflem- 
blie, reprefenting the bodie of the Kirk within this kingdome, had thwvnto. 

« Quhervpon we, refting with fecuritie, have receaved now a fiiddaine 
report (to our great aftoniihment) of ane Article to pafle in conclufioD, 
and receave the force of ane law in this prefent Parliament, decerning 
and dedairing your Maieftie, with advyce of the Archbifchops, BifchqM, 
and fuch a competent number of the miniftrie as your Maieftie, out of 
your wifdome, fall thinke expedient, fall in all tyme comeing have fuU 
power to advyfe and conclude in all maters decent for the extemall po- 
licie of the Kirk, not repugnant to the Word of God ; and that fuch 
condufions ihall have the ftrenth and power of ecclefiafticall lawes : 
Quherin it will pleafe your Maieftie and whole eftates to heare our iuft 
greifes, and to oonfider our reafonable defyre, and not to put ws, your 
Maieftie's loving and humble fubiedts to tiiat poore and iQmple part of 
Proteftation ; quhilk, if remeid be not provyded, we muft be forced to 
vfe, for the freedome of our Kirk, and difcharge of our confciences. 

*^ We Firft, then, plead Reformation and puritie of our Kirk, in Doc- 
trine, Miniftration of Sacraments, Difcipline, and all convenient Ordour, 
with the beft Reformed Kirks in Europe ; quhilk may ftand, and it hes 
beene acknowledged rather as a patteme to be followed of others, then 
that we (hould feeke our Reformation from any that never attained to 
that perfedlion, quhilk, of the mercie of God, this long tyme bygone we 
have enioyed vnder your hienes ; and we ar able, be reafon, to maintaine 
the fame, 

*^ Next, We plead the libertie of our Kirk, quhilk, be the lawes of 
your Maieftie*s kingdome and divers a^s of parliament given foorth in 
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£iTOur0 of the fame, is yet eflabliihed ; with power of publift meetings 
and Generall Aflembliesi and allowance to make Aich Cannons and Con- 
flitutions as may ferve for the comelie ordour and the decencie of the 
flone ; all quhilk, by this conclufion to be taken^ muft be vtterlie oyer- 
tfarowne. 

** Thirdlie, We plead for the peace and tranqnillitie of our Kirk, as 
being neireft the Divine and Apoftolick inftitution, hath lived without 
fchifine and renting in itfelfe ; but by introdu6Uons of any noveltioi not 
ordourUe nor as appertaines, may be miferabUe rent, and our peace 
brocken. 

*< Fourthlie, We have bein feverall tymes fufficientlie fecuired from all 
fufpition of innovation, as by your letter the lail winter, font doune to 
this countrey to take away all feare of any alteration quhilk might aiife 
vpon your Maieftie*s lovinglie intendit ioumey : Quhilk letter, by your 
Maieftie*s fpeciall will and dire£tion of your hienes Counfell, wes intimat 
in our pulpits ; as alfo, by that Proclamation given out the 26 of Sept', 
anno 1605, quhen the rumors of ane intendit conformitie with the Kirk 
of England wes fpread abroad ; quhair your Maieftie fufficientlie avoyded 
[removed] fuch fufpition, and the hearts of all honeft men fettled them- 
felfes in a confidence that no fuch thing fould be attempted. 

*^ Thefe and many other reafons have moved ws, in all reverence, by 
tfaid our humble Supplication, to intreat your hienes and honourable 
eftates not to f uffer the foimamed Article, or any other preiudidall to our 
liberties formerlie granted, to paflTe at this tyme, to the greife and pre- 
iudice of this poore Kirk ; quherby the vniverfall ioy of the thowfands of 
this land, quho reioyced at your Maieftie*s happie arryveing, fall be 
turned into mourning. 

'^ Quherin, as we ar earned fuppUcants to God to inclyne your Ma- 
iefUe's heart this way, as the moil expedient for the honor of God aad 
Weill of your fubiedls ; fo, if we fall be fruftrat of this our reafonable de* 
fyre, then doe we in all humilitie, with that duetifuU acknowledgment 
<xf our loyaltie to your Maieflie as becomes, Froteft, for our felfes and 
all our brethren, that fall adheare to our Froteftation, That, as we ar 
frie of the fame, fo muft we be forced rather to incurre the cenfure of 
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your Maieftie*8 law then to admitt or obtemper any impofition that fall 
not flow from the Kirk^ ordourlie conveined, having power of the fame.^ 

When this Supplication wes penned, read, and confidered, and finallie 
agried vntoi the brethren there prefent wer defyred to fubfciyve the 
fame, quhilk they wer content to doe ; only M* Patrick Grallaway de- 
vyfed this mids,* to nominat a Clerk quho fould fubfcryve it in all their 
names writtin with their hands vpon a throughf of paper im mundo : 
SnbMsrjTit b/ Quhilk wos dono ; and M' Archibald Symfone, Minifter at Dalkeith, 
B^^TfHewat.] ^^ content to be the Clerk, and M' Peter Ewart, [Hewat,] ane of the 

l^Cnifters of Edinburgh, being alfo a member of the Parliament, promifed 
to give in the Supplication vpon the mome of the King and Parliament, 
for he had almoft penned the whole Supplication himfelfe ; yet he failed 
in not giving in the Supplication, excufeing himfelfe fome way : And 
therefore, M' Archibald Symfone thoght to have given it in, becaus he 
wes in the Parliament houfe ; yet he wes foght out and removed, and 
therefore, he delyvered the Supplication quhilk he had copied to the 
Bifchops, chargeing them as they (hould anfwer to Crod, and to Jefus 
the King of his Kirk, to give it in. 

All thir things wer told the King aforehand ; and he, thinking that fome 
man wold give in that Proteftation, pad from that a£l; at that tyme, and 
tooke him to a£ts concluded before, touching his royall prerogative, 
quherby he thoght he might doe quhat ever he pleafed in the Kirk. 

St AminwM The Parliament ended, the King, with advyce of the Bifchops, or- 

'^ ^* ' dained fome Minifters to be written for, to come to St Andrewes, that 

he might advyfe with them concerning fome thinges belon^g to the 
Weill of the Kirk. The day appoynted wes Frjdhj the 10 of July : yet 
the King, finding good paftyme in the parke of Falkland, keeped not 
that day, but came vpon the mome, Saturday, quher the Bifchops and 
fundrie minifters wer awaiting vpon his Maieftie, who firft heard notable 
difputations, both concerning theological! and philofophicall queftions ; 
and then there wer 5 notable Queftions proponed : 

* Midfamit itdinprooiiM. ^ SlMot. 
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I • Concerning kneelling at the Communion, in the a£t of receiving 
the elements of the Communion. 

2. Privat Communion. 

3. Privat Baptifme. 

4. Fyve Holie [Anniverfarie] dayes to be keeped ; Yoole day, [or 

Chriftmas,] Good Fryday, [or the Paffion day,] Pafche day, 
[the Afcenfion day,] Whitfonday, [or Pentecoft ; in remem- 
brance of the birth, death, refurre^tion, and afcenfion of the 
Lord, and the coming downe of the Holy Ghoft on the 
Apoftles in hkenes of fyrie tongues :] and, 

5. Confirmation, that is, Bifchopping of Children. 

The Minifters there prefent defyred that maters of fuch importance 
fould be referred to a G^nerall Aflemblie, (not obfcurelie infinuating 
this meeting not to be a Generall Aflemblie ; ) quhervnto the King con- 
fented. 

But at this fame tymfe the Bifchop of St Andrewes keeped a High Com- ^s^ Commis- 
miffion, the King being prefent thereat ; and thrie IMGnifters wer fmnoned drews. 
to keepe that day ; M» Peter Ewart, [Hewat,] Archibald Symfone, and 5)^^^'"**' 
David Calderwood, Afiniiter at CraHl, to whofe charge they had other 
thinges to lay than to the reft of the fubfcryvers : But M' Archibald 
Symfone, quho had paft out of San£landrois, becaus he was difeafed, and 
the King came not at the prefixed day, wrote backe his excufe, in La- 
tine, to the Bifchops, promifeing to come to any other dyet he fould be 
called vnto ; quhilk excufe fo angred the Bifchops, and the letter put in 
the King's hand, he wes inftantUe fent for againe. And all thrie com- 
peiring, and anfwering for themfelves both wyfelie and zealouflie, efpe- 
daUie M' David Calderwood, who wes miftaken in his pertinent anfwers, 
but throwen to another fenfe, as thogh he had denyed obedience to the 
King^mp/uniter, they all thrie wer depofed from the miniftrie : To the n«poMd. 
quhilk they replyed, that they hoped his Maieftie wold not take vpon him 
to depofe them ; quhilk he confefled wes not his part to doe ; '< and as 
for the Bifchops," (faid they, ) << no power is in their hands to depofe ws, 
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feing we receaved not our miniftrie from them, but from our refpeftive 
Frefbytries and lawfull Aflemblies.** So the King caufed put them in 
waird, M' Peter Ewart [Hewat] in Dundie, Mr Archibald Symfone in 
Aberdeine, and M' David Calderwood wes inflantlie taken be the Lord 
of Scoonoi and put in the Tolbuith of Sandtandrewes. 

So the Kingis maieftie, efter he had finilhed all his jeafU [vifites] in 
Scotland, pad home in great contentment, only mifcontent that he had 
not gotten his will in the matters of the Kirk, and wyted M' David Cal- 
derwood thereof more nor any other Minifter ; fo that when he came 
home to his oune Bifchops and kirk*men in England, he vfed commonlie 
to fay to them, *' I hope yee will not vfe me fo vndifcreitlie as one M' 
David Calderwood did, quhen I wes coming out of Scotland :*' For before 
the King paft into England, all the Minifters of Edinburgh, and fome 
others fubfcryvers of that Proteftation, declaired their greife to the King, 
when theyfand him offended at them, andfo gatt a kifle of his hand before 
his depairture. And, be great dealling and moyen, the King fend home 
word to relieve the other two Minifters, and fend them to attend their oune 
fiockes, but refolved to banilh M*^ David Calderwood out of his kingdomes ; 
quhilk wes done, firft be tranfporting him from St Androis to tiie Tol- 
buith of Edinburgh, and releiving him vp out of waird on caution of 500 
merks, that he fliould prepaur himfelfe to paflTe out of his Maieftie's do- 
minions before Mchelmes ; quhilk he did, and tooke voyage to Flan- 
ders, and remaining a long fpace,* Scotts men feeking to apprehend him 
there, to bring him to Engluid and put him in the King's will ; but they 
wer difappoynted, and gat him not. 

Soone after the King wes came to London, fundrie of the NobHitie 
and the Bifchop of St Andrewes went vp after him, and with delibenh 
tion, becaus the Articles fpocken of in St Androis wer referred to a 
Generall Aflemblie. The King fent doune a Proclamation, quherby, by 
found of trumpet, a Generall Aflemblie of the Kirk wes appoynted to be 
at St Androis the 25 day following. The manor to hold it wes this : 
In Odtober preceiding, all the Dioceiian Aflemblies were to be keeped 

* The Ad?. MS. 34, 5, 14, lUtes that he passed there "vnder the name of JEdwwrdmM Didodmnm, 
(being as H were the anagram of DaTid Calderwood.**) 
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at one tyme ; and there the Bifchops wer to nommat Commiflioners, 
fuch as they thoght not to be oppofit to that courfe, but no others ; and 
a commandement came to the King's Guard and the Lord of Scoone, 
their captaine, to be prefent at that Aflemblie, that if any perfone fould 
doe any thing amifle, they might be apprehended, and put in waird till 
his Maieftie's will fould be further knowen. 

When the Aflemblie mett, the Bifchop of St Androis tooke vpon him spottiswood. 
to be Moderator ; and efter he had made ane harrang in the fouth ile ^^^^'* 
of the Kirk of Sand;androis, he fpacke many thinges quhereof he had no 
warrand ; alleadging, that this Kirk of Scotland wes guyded by Bifchops 
many yeares, and wold have continowed fo, if a fyrie-fpirited man (mean- 
ing M' Andro Melvill) had not come into this countrey and inverted 
all. Alfo he alleadged that fundrie Minifters had taken the contribution 
quhilk fould have fupplied Geneva, and had given it to the Earle of 
Bothwell to fortifie him againft the King. This harrang being ended, and 
the Commiffioners called vpon, he began to tell how thefe Fyve Articles & Artidee. 
wes proponed, and now the King defyred to have them concluded : And 
after feme reafoning, many Minifters being prefent quho wer not Com- 
miffioners, but verie learned and weill difpofed men, it wes defyred that 
ibme of them fliould be heard, and particularlie M' Jo''. Carmichell, Carmicheu. 
Minifter at Kinnocher, [Kilconquhar,] wes defyred to fpeake fome thing : 
Libertie being granted, he fpacke fo wyfelie and powerfullie, that all the 
Bifchops and their followers wer forced to keepe filence. And then all 
ended in a Privie Conference, and two Articles wer voted and conde- 
fcended vnto : Firft, vpon certaine good refpedts and conditions to be PriTat« com. 
fet doune, Privie Conununion might fometymes be given : 2. That quhen ^^^ ^ y,^ 
the PuUicke Communion wes to be fiiven, there fould be a ihort table ^utribnte by th« 
made in eveiie Kirk ; quher the Minifter might give the bread and wine 
out of his oune hand vnto all [and everie one of the] communicants. 

Thir propofitions wer fent vp to the King, the Bifchops regrating that 
they could get no more done at that tyme, the King mifcontent alfo ; 
quherby brutes came doune that the King wold invert the whole ordour 
of the Kirk brevi manu. Alwayes, quhen the 25 day of December 
came, being Yuill day, all the Bifchops wer commanded be the King to Tmu. 
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teach in their oune [cathedrall and] princi]All Kirka that day, and let the 
people know [by pnemonition] that they woldkeepeitholie ; quhilk they did. 

i^ia In the beginning of the nert year, 1618, came doone a Iharpe letter 

from the King to his Counfell, commanding a Proclamation to be maid that 
the Holy dayes fpocken of in that laft Aflemblie at St Androia fould be 
keeped be all Minifters and profeflburs vnder great paines ; (this is pre- 
rogative royall, indeid I) * And therfore Good Friday, or the Paffion dqr, 
following vpon the thrid of Apryle, wes keeped in many tonnes, as in 
Edinburgh and in Stirling, M' Patrick Symfone, their Minifter, being 
now depairted this lyfe on the 15 of Apryle, I6l8.f 
• The Bifchop of St Andrewes keeped his Diocefian Aflemblie, firft in 
Edinburgh and there after in St Andrewes. In both the Aflemblies he 
had many loftie fpeaches, and great threatnings againft thofe that wold 
not obey the iniun£Uons concerning the keeping of Holy dayes, and 
giving the Communion out of their oune hand ; affirming, that the King 
wold haue a Generall Aflemblie fliortlie, quhilk wold not be guyded by 
the humors of vnrulie men, as they had bein before, but be lawfull autho- 
rities 

In this moneth of May following, the Laird of Corfe, quho wes count- 
ed a powerfuU preacher, and to be againft the authoritie and goveme- 
ment of Bifchops, tooke on that office vpon himfelfe, and wes maid Bif- 
chop of Aberdeine, and confecrat in St Androis. 

In the beginning of Auguft following, the King be open proclamation 
73 Geo. Am. at the mercat crofle of Edinburgh, appoynted a General Aflemblie to 

be holden at Perth the 25 day of the fame moneth, quhilk wes maid vp 
not be the Commiffioners fent from Prelbytries, but be all the Bifchops, 
Doctors, Deanes, and fuch as wer the Bifchops* followers. Then the 

• Add«d in Adv. MS. 34, 5, 15. 

t The AdT. MS. d4» 5» U^afinni: " Good and wcrtU* Mr Patrik Symioii bcfa^ now departed tUi 
lite, March 31, aa ha had hefor propboded, in thaso words : * In coinea Mardiy and anda tha piaj.* In 
one of hia boolLea waa found writen thir wordes, ' Remember, remember, remember, and nerer forget tlie 
10 day of Angnst 1601 1* ete. ; how lie had gotten a rerelation of that qnhilk fSell ont Aiigaat 11, and 
had aein a Tiaion of Angela in Ua owne yeard.*' See Conoxia. 
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King's maieftie had his Commiffioners and fundrie noble and gentlemen, 
who wer written for to keepe the faid Aflemblie, and fundrie Conunif- 
fioners who wer fent from Prefbytries wer not called vpon, neither gat 
any vote. The Bifchop of San6landroi8 tooke vpon him to be Modera- 
tor, and when fome modeftUe fpacke that leits {hould be maid, and out 
of them a Moderator chofen be votes, he anfwered : ^* This toune quher- 
in I am is a toune of my Diocie ; let fie quho will take this place over 
my head I" And fo, who ever fpacke a word to difcontent him, he al- 
leadged that it wes fpocken againft the King and his authoritie ; quher- 
by the King's letter fent doune and prefented to the AflembHe be Doc- 
tor Young, now Deane of Wincheiler, a Scotfinan of birth, being oft 
read, and everie fentence oft inculcat in the eares of all thair prefent^ 
the 5 Articles were all voted vnto, in cumtilo ; with this advertifement 
to all the voters, <* Remember vpon the King ! The King will have thefe 5 Arttdes oon- 
Articles concluded." And fo the affirmative votes prevailed. But that ^ 
day there wes fuch a ftorm of wind and weit, that at the conclufion of 
this Aflemblie all wer feared that the Kirk fould have blowen doune vpon 
them. And^becaus the nullitie of this Aflemblie and argumentis againft 
the 5 Articles ar in print, I will fpeake no more therof . But it pleafed 
God, in this fame year, 1618, that there wes a good Generall Aflemblie 
indeid, conveined at Dort, quherby the herefies and corrupt doctrine of Synod at Don. 
the Arminians wer refuted ; quhilk wes a comfort to all that loved the 
trueth of God. 

In the year following, 1619) in the moneth of March, the Bifchop of 
St Andrews keeped a High Commiflion, and called M' Richard IHck- 
fone, AGnifter at the Weft Kirk, called St Cuthbert's Kirk, befyde Edin- 
burgh, before them ; and efter that he had boldlie confefled both his 
do£trine and doing at the giving of the Communion in the old good 
maner, he wes removed from his miniftrie, and warded in the Caftell of 
Dumbartan. 

At this tyme alfo, M' Robert Bruce, dwelling in Stirling, and teach- 
ing there ordinarhe, becaus they had no ordinar Minifter, wes command- 
ed be the King's CounfeU to tranfport himfelfe and his familie, and dwell 

Q 
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in his oune houfe in Kinnaird ; quhilk charge he inftantlie obeyed. In 
the end of the fame moneth of March, all the Lords of his Maieftie's 
Counfell and Seffion, with the advocats, wer commanded to take the 
Communion in the Great Kirk of Edinburgh, kneeling, vpon Pafch day ; 
but there wer fundrie that came not ; and Sir W" . NiAet, proveft, and 
fome others of the counfell of Edinburgh, abfented themfelves that day, 
and came not to the Kirk. 

Shortlie efter this, the Kmg fell ficke, and wes heayilie troubled with 
goutt and gravell, that his oune do&ors thoght he could not put it off; 
albeit a man of fmall ikill (as wes fuppofed) midd him great releife. In 
the tyme of his ficknes, the Bifchops at their Diocefian Aflemblies in 
Apryle wer verie calme, and fpacke verie modeftlie to the minifters quho 
refufed to conforme. 

In this tyme alfo, it is a pitie to hear what enormities fell out in fun- 
drie Kirks, becaus fome Afinifters urged their people to kneell at the 
takeing of the Communion. In fome pairts, the people altogether went 
out of the Kirk, and left the Minifter alone. In other pairts, the people 
and Afinifter fell a reafoning together ; and quhen the people gat no fa- 
tiffa£lion, rofe from the table and gat away, befeeking Grod to iudge His 
caufe betwixt them and their Minifter, etc. At this tyme alfo many 
Minifters in fundrie places of the coimtrey preached vehementlie againft 
thir new concluded Articles : many, therefore, wer fummoned before 
the High Commiffion, fome threatned, and fome removed fix>m their 
miniftrie ; among quhom, M"^ Andro Duncane, Minifter at Crsull, wes 
ordained be the High Commiffion to be confyned within the toune of 
Dundie, for he gave in a declinatour, with reafons why he could not ac- 
knowledge that iudicatorie to be lawfull ; and when he perceaved that 
nothing he could doe or fay could availl him, he gave his admonition to 
the Bifchop of St Andrews, in writt, defyring him to read it. Thir ar 
the words : 

^^ Seing I have done nothing in this buffines quherof I have been ac- 
cufed by 30W, and decreited againft, but have bein ferving Chrift Jefus 
my Maaer. in rebuiking of vyce ; and thus in fimpUcitie and vprightnes 
of heart I proteft, feing yow have done me this iwong, for a remeadie at 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 123 

God the righteous Judge his hand, to quhom vengeance belongs, and 
who will repay and fummonds yow before his dreadful! iudgmentrfeat, 
to be cenfured and punifhed for fuch ynrighteous dealling, at fuch tyme 
as his Maieftie fall think expedient : And, in the meane tyme, declynes 
this 30ur iudgement^mp/icti^ now, as of before ; and appeales to the 
ordinar of the Kirk, for the reafons before produced in writt. Pittie 
30ur felfes, for the Lord*s fake I Lofle not jour dear foules ; dear indeed 
to Chrift, and ihould be dear to your felfes I Lofle them not, I befeeke 
30W, for Efau his pottage I Remember Balaam, quho wes caft away be 
the deceet of the wages of vnrighteouihes ; and forget not how mifera- 
blie Judas loft himfelfe for ever, for a triffle of money that never did 
him good. Fye on back and bellie that deftroyes the foule I Better be 
pyned to dead with hunger nor* with a litle peltrie of the earth to perilhe 
for ever, and never to be recovered fo long as the days of heaven fall 
laft and the scares of etemitie fall endure ! Sould see be burrioursf to 
30ur brethren, the fones and fervants of the Lord Jefus ? This doing is 
not the doing of the fchepheards of the flocke of Chrift Jefus I If 30W 
will not regaird 30ur foule for confcience, I befeeke 30W looke to 30ur 
fame I Why will 3ee be both miferable in this life and alfo in the lyfe to 
come ?" 

When the Bifchop had read fome few lynes of it, he caft it from him, 
and M' Adam Bannatyne, [Ballantyne,] ane other Bifchop, tooke it vp 
and red it all, faying, <<Yow have called ws Efaus, Balaams, and 
ludafs/* ^^No,'* faid M' Andro, ^^read it over againe. I bad 30W 
bewar that see be not lyke them I " But, after many fpeaches he gatt 
no favour, neither M' Thomas Hogge that wes before the High Com- 
miffion with him. Only Af Thomas Hogge, quho wes appoynted 
to be banifhed to Orkney and there remaine, becaus it wes reported to 
the Bifchop that he had freinds there ; the report being falfe, he ftayed 
at home in Dyfert, quher he wes Minifter, albeit he wes put fix>m his 
miniftrie. But M' Andro Duncane, efter long bani(hment out of the Dnoeaoe bu- 
King's dominions, living in France in great reputation, being a Profef- 

* Than. | JBwmmti^ Fr. hangiiMn, ezecntioiMrs. 
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at home,) till the year of God 1626, quhen God tooke him to himfelfe. 
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Minitton of Ed'. Li the moueth of May following, the Minifters of Edinburgh raged 

againft the brethren who wer Minifters neireft to them, M' Hendrie 
Blythe, Minifter of the Cannogait, and M' David Fofter, [Forrefter,] 
Minifter of Leith on the north fyde of the bridge ; and the Bifchop of 
San6landrewes being gone vp to Court, purchafed a warrant and com- 
mandement fix>m the King to M' James Law, Archbifchop of Glafgow, 
to hold the High Commiffion, and depofe the two Minifters from their 
callings, fending M' Hendry Blyth to be confyned in Innemes, and M' 
David Fofter [Forrefter] in Aberdein. When M' James Law receaved 
this warrand, he declaired his mifcontentment, becaus he had laid not 
long before that he fould never perfecut any brother for thefe indifferent 
thinges ; yet, albeit he delayed a whyle, quhen the King's letter came 
the fecond tyme, he held his commiffion and execute the King's will : 
And they going through Fyfe to the fenie of Dundie to their feverall 
wairds, they gat knowledge the Bifchop of San6landrois wes come 
home ; and went in to Derfie to him, to fie if he could helpe the mater, 
but he aflured them no helpe could be obtained, and their beft wes to 
give obedience. So, efter they had ftayed long in their wardes, M' 
David Fofter, [Forrefter,] be the meanes of Sir David Alexander, his 
wyfe's coufigne, gatt libertie to come home to his oune people in Leith ; 
and Mafter Henrie Blyth wes tranfported to a miniftrie in the South 
countrie neir to Berwick. Yet the rage of the Minifters of Edinburgh 
ceifed not heir, but they wrote a heavie Complaint to the King againft 
their oune people in Edinburgh, quhilk made the King wreat doune a 
verie fliarpe bofting* letter againft the Magiflrats and Counfell of 
Edinburgh ; quhilk, quhen they had red and confidered, fent for the 
Minifters and inquyred, Quhat wrong any man had done vnto them, 
quherby his Maieftie wes iiritat againft them ? M*^ Andro Ramiay faid, 
<< Wee care not to let 30W fie quhat we wrote vp to the King :" Quherto 



Forreitarre- 
•tored. 

Bljth trans- 
portad to Eodet. 
Ed'. Bfiniiten. 



lUmsaj. 



• Threateniog. 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 126 

the Counfell anfwered, ^< That will content ws, and we fall try and 
puniflie any man that iuftlie hea offended 30W.** But the refl of the 
Minifters wer offended at M' Andro Ramfay ; and, after many fpeaches, 
fome of the King*s Counfell delt betwixt them, and pacified that mater. 

All the reft of this year the King's maieilie wes vrgeing the Bifchops 
to take order with them that wold not conforme. The Bifchop of St 
Androis therfore held the High Commiffion in St Androis in the moneth 
of Augufty and called M« W™. Scot, Alex^ Henderfone, [Henry fon,] Scot, cami. 
and John CarmicheU, before them, and accufed them fharplie as thogh ' eoryam. 
they had been the authors and fetters out of that booke called ^^ Perth 
Aflemblie,'* and had foght contribution of moneyia to print it : But they 
fo wifdie anfwered for themfelfes that he could get no advantage of 
them ; but with threatnings difinifled them. And ficklyke, quhen he Acu iv. 21. 
keeped his Diocefian Aflemblie firft in St Andre wes, and then 15 dayes 
after in Edinburgh, in the moneth of October, he vfed great threatnings 
againft all Minifters that wold not conforme. 

Efter this there wes a meeting of fome Minifters in St Androis, quho Meeting at st 
wer thoght moft oppofite to this intruded Conformitie, by the King's ^'*^'^®'- 
oune advyce, that they might be dealt with to conforme. But when 
they mett and fpacke with the Bifchops, fome defyred that there might 
be a folemne faft and humiliation intimat, quherby we might defire 
eameftlie that God might pacifie the troubles of this Kirk ; but that 
could not be granted : And therefore, all things were put to delay till 
the yeare fould tume over, and Pafche day fliould come, to have that 
keeped. In this tyme M' David Lindefay, now DoAor Lindefey, wes 
maid Bifchop of Brechin. 

In the year 1620, the Archbifchop of Glafgow gatt a High Commiffion 1620. 
to himfelfe, to take ordour with the Minifters that wold not conforme ^o? ^^^*°™"' 
within his bounds. So he fumoned many Minifters before him, [and 
Hazael lyke,*] depofed fome, and threatned others with baniihment, if 
they fould not conforme ; defyring them to feeke out bookes and read 

« Adr. MS. 34, 5, 14. 
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them, that wold informe them of the lawfuhies of thofe Ceremooies. 
There wer al.fo fome burgefles of Edinburgh ordained be the King's 
letter to goe to fundrie wardes and confynes, if they Ihould not give con- 
tentment to the Bifchop of St Androis ; quhilk purpofe wea flayed be 
the interceffion of the Minifters of Edinburgh, and fundrie of the bur- 
gefles nominat went and fpacke with the Bifchop of St Androia, and 
that contented him, fo that he interceided at the Counfell's hands for 
them. 

This fame year, 1 620, in the moneth of Junij, a Proclamation wes 
made, ordaining the King's hedges of all rankes to obey the Artidea con* 
eluded in Perth Aflemblie, vnder the penalties following : For Minifters, 
depoiition from their miniftrie ; for Earles, 100 lib. ; for Lords, 100 
merks; Lairds and landit men, 40 lib. ; Craftfmen and Hufbandmen, 10 
lib., toties quoties they fould not obey. 

At fundrie tymes of this fame year wer fundrie privie meetings of 
IVGnifters and other good Chriftians in Edinburgh, appoynted dayes for 
fafting and humiliation, crying to God for helpe in fuch a needfuU tyme ; 
quhilk wes yerie comfortable to thofe who wer partakers of fuch holie 
exercifes ; albeit fome Minifters of Edinburgh cryed out againft them. 
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In the year 1621, the King laboured be all meanes to get the Articles 
concluded in Perth Aflemblie ratified be a Parliament ; and therefore 
caufed proclaime a Parliament to be holden in the moneth of Junij, the 
Marqueis of Hamilton being appoynted to be his Maieftie's Grand Com- 
miflioner to hold this Parliament ; but when he came to Scotland, the 
Parliament wes deleyed till the end of July, becaus there behooved to be 
great dealing with all forts of perfones to be fure that the Articles might 
be concluded. Many Minifters being in the toune, and knowing quhat 
dealling wes yfed, and fearing the event for the wrack of this Kirk, a 
Proclamation alfo being made that all Minifters fould remove off the 
toune within the fpace of 24 houres, vnder the paine of homing, except 
fuch as obtained a warrand from their Bifchop, or from ane of tiie Arch- 
bifchops, to remain ftill. They conveined themfelves, and, efter good ad- 
petttionandPro- vyfemcut, thoght it ueccflar and expedient to give in a humble Petition 
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to the Parliament, conteining in the end thereof a Proteflation, incafe 
they Ihould be refufed, or their Petition not anfwered ; quhilk, being 
large and alreadie printed, we have omitted. But becaus there wes no 
poffibilitie to get it given in to the Parliament, there wer fundrie copies 
thereof publico afiixed vpon the Parliament houfe doore, vpon the ICirk 
doores, [and] vpon the crofle, that ignorance might not be pretended. 
The King's Counfell getting knowledge thereof, fummoned fome Mini- 
fters before them, quhom they fufpe6led to be the doers ; and of quhom 
they wer informed that in their preachings, at that fame tyme, they had in- 
veyed againfl all quho fould alter the former good order of our Kirk ; 
and they warded them. About the fame tyme, M"^ Robert Bruce wes Mr Robert Bmce 
firft wardit in the Caftell of Edinburgh, and then ordained to be con- 
fyned within the toune of Innemes :• AT John Maxwell wes maid Mini- Maxwou, Boyd, 
fler of Edinburgh in his Kirk ; and M' Robert Boyd alfo nominat to be 
Profeflbur of Theologie [Divinitie] in the Colledge, and Minifter of Edin- 
burgh ; but the people lyked him fo weill, that he remained by fyve 
moneths, and then wes by the King's commandement removed again. 

And quhen the Parliament endit, the 4 of Auguft, the fyve Articles ^, ^""^^ ^^'' 
wer concluded by nyne votes moe then they that wer againft them ; 
quhat be proxes that the King had obteined in the former Parliament 
holden by himfelfe in the year 1617, and be caufing fuch Commiffioners 
quho wold not grant to vote affirmativelie to be abfent and not to vote at 
all, either in their owne perfon or by proxie, that the Parliament wes 
litle better conftituted nor the Aflemblie. 

Notandumy iufl as the fceptor wes a-laying to the curfed a6t, the loud* with thunder, &c 
eft thunder-clap that ever Scotland heard wes iuft over the Parhament 
houfe ; quhilk made them all to quake for feare, looking for nothing 
lefle nor that the houfe fould be throwen downe with thunder-bolts. 
But quhen the Parliament wes ended, and they thoght to have ridden 
againe in great pompe and with great ioy, yet the thunder, [terrible] 
fyre-flaught and raine,t wes fo vehement, that it ftayed their ryding ; 

• Tbii 18 added in Adr. MS. 84, 5, 14. 

t ** Hodge bnmdAtion of nine (far beyond that qohilk wee 1618 at Perth, at the first enarting of the 
Fyre Artidea) inamd all that pnrpoae of rydBng.** Adr. MS. 84, 5| 14. 
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and that very day made the greatefl; alteration^ of pryces of cornes to be 
withm 8 dayes efterhend, that ever wes heard of in fo ihort a fpace,* for 
that yeare the harveft wes evil and rainie, and deftroyed all the comes, 
waters tooke away great and fair brigges, particularlie the brig of Perth 
Bridges of Perth ^ wher thir Articles wer firft concluded) and the brig of Berwick, and 

fuch a dearth followed as wes vehement and pittiful ; yet noblemen and 
others thoght themfelves happie that might be the firft reporters to the 
King that he had gotten his intent. 

After this Parliament, both the King wrote donne to the Counfell and 
Lords of Seffion,"Advocats, and all members of the CoUedge of luftice, 
to take the Communion kneelling ; and the Bifchops wer eameft with 
the Minifters to doe the fame. But the warres in Bohemia going againft 
the King's fone-in-law and his daughter, the King's vehemencie and the 
Bifchops' alfo ftayed a whyle ; and yet all this year the Bifchops wer 
calling Minifters before their High Conuni&on, and pat fome from their 
places, and threatning others with the lyke, if they fould not conforme 
themfelves. 
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In the year 1622 W W™. Forbes, Minifter of Aberdein, came to 
Edinburgh, and wes thoght meit be the Bifchops to be their I^finifter ; 
but the feflion of the Kirk not lykeing the mater, yet the Magiftrats of 
the toune confenting, he wes admitted their Minifter in the moneth of 
March. And in Apryle following the Communion wes given vpon 
Pafche day, both in tiie Great Kirk and in the CoUedge Kirk. All the 
a6hial Minifters of Edinburgh wer in the two Kirks, helping to give the 
elements out of their oune hands : All wer defyred to kneeU, and M' 
Patrick Galloway, efler he had fett doune on his knies, and prayed and 
confecrat the elements, the cups ftanding full of wyne vpon the table, 
he being preafling to ryfe off his knies, takeing a grippe of the table to 
helpe himfelfe vp, and yet not being fureHe fixed, drawes over the table 
and fpilles all the wyne vpon the boord-cloth, that they wer forced to get 
cleane clothes, and fill the cups againe with other wyne. 



• <• Except the 01 windie B«rUe-d»y, (St Bartholonitw'i day ?) in mmo 15-9.** Same M8. 
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It is remarkeable that in that fame yeare, in the moneth of Junij^ a Ptims in Rom. 
Commentar of Parens vpon the 13 cap. of Romans, declairing what fnb- 
ie3;s obedience aught to be to their Magiftrats, being come to men's hands; 
and a Minifter in England teaching according to that do6lrine, being ex- 
amined, and confeflling that he gat the grounds of his do£trine out of 
that Commentarie, the King caufed the Colledge of Oxfuird refute that Reftited «ad 
do£lrine, and openlie burnt Parens' workes ; quhilk made many to feeke ^^ ' 
for his workes, and finding them to be folidlie founded vpon the trueth 
of God, wer in greater eflimation nor ever they wer before. 

Few remarkeable things fell out in the year following, 1623, except . i^^s. 
that the Prince pad to Spaine quyetlie through France, to obteine the gpaine. 
King of Spaine's filter to be his wyfe ; quhilk indeed wes both hazard- 
ous to his perfone and to the eflate of Religion, as the efiedt declaired. 
He tooke his ioumey in the beginning of March, and in Apryle follow- in Biwch. 
ing the Diocefian Aflemblie meeting in St Androis, and all the Bifchops 
almofi meeting there, they concluded that it wes expedient that a fafl; 
fliould be appoynted to pray for the Prince, that he might retume home 
faiflie : Yet many wondred why they deleyed the fail fo long, not to be 
keeped till the lad Sabboth of Junij, and the firft Sabboth of Julij, and 
alfo in the weeke dayes betwixt, in tonnes quher there wes preaching. 
Some expected that the mariage fould be accompliflied, but it fell out 
vtherwayes ; yet vpon Moneday immediatlie efter the firft Sabboth of 
Julij, at the brecke of day, there wes fuch a fearfull face of the heavens, 
with great thunder and fyre-flaught till the funne rofe, that the lyke hes 
not bein feine in our dayes. But, alace ! few can make good yfe of 
(rod's wonderfull dealing. 

In the moneth of October the Prince came out of Spaine to England Prineeretiinieth. 
be fchipe, and great reioyceing in all thir countreyis for his home-come- 
ing ; for in his abfence the Papifts wer verie infolent. Our Papifts in Pi^isu loMaeat. 
the North wold not halve their baimes baptifed but with Mefle-preifts ; 
aad quhen complaint wes maid to the Bifchop of San6landrois, he faid he 
fould wreat and complaine to the King to take order with them. In 
England a Jefuit tooke vpon him to preach againft fome poynts of true a JefrntprMobci. 



130 



ROWS HISTORIE OF 



Is 8moth«red. 



Guthria B. of 
Mnmj. 



dodtrine vttered m London be aminifter, and many retorted to heare his 
preaching ; but God vifite the preachour and many of his auditours with 
a fearftiU punifliment, for the houfe fell doune vpon them, and imored 
many and hurt fome. Yet a Minifter that wes a Jefuit in his heart» and 
bad heard the preaching, being preferyed, wes converted to the trueth» 
and wrote a booke, (quhilk he called ^< Foote out of Snair,*') wher he 
revelled many cruell plotts devyfed againft the Chriftian Religion. 

In the moneth of November, M"" John Guthrie, who had been hot 
two yeares Mmifter of Edinburgh, wes maid Bifchop of Murray, and in- 
ftanUie efter went and maid his refidence there. 
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In the year 1624, the Minifters of Edinburgh vehementlie inveyed 
againft their people, becaus they heard that the people fpake againft the 
vrgeing of them to take the Communion kneiling, and layed vther heavie 
imputations vpon them for points of doctrine vttered in their Senncois, 
quhorof they could give no warrand ; as wes verefied be a letter writtin 
be a minifter to M^ W"*. Struthers, bidding him give feme fatiffadion, 
if he had vttered fuch dodlrine as he wes informed of, fpecifeing 8 poynts 
of vncouth and mifapplyed doftrine, when he taught a part of the cxiv. 
Pfalme ; afking this queftion, ^^ Sing ye God's righteoulhes quhen ye 
fay this, and teaches that ?'* Befeeking him to vfe him in a brotherlie 
manor, and fend him a plaine anfwer ; but yet he gatt none. Albeit 
convicted in his oune confcience, he made feme forme of excufeing hbn* 
felfe in his next fermon, and wes calmer in his (^)6aches efterhend. 

All the Minifters continued nothelefle in the rage againft the pei^le, 
and complained vpon them to the Bifchop of St Andrewes, and wrote 
vp a letter of heavie complaint to the King, making mention of fome 
particular perfons, quhom he thought to be their greateft enemies, 
nameUe, W*>. Rigge, then ane of the bailies, Johne Hamilton the i^tfae* 
carie, Johne Meine, merchant, Johne Dickfone, a flefliour, and fome 
others. The King wrote doune to the Gounfell to call them befcve 
them, and efter examination and convi^on to puniflie them feveirlie, to 
the terrour of others. The Counfell called them, but they anfwered fo 
wyfelie and modeftUe that the Counfell admired them ; quhilk anfwers 
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they fent vp to the King ; nothelefle the King ^old have fhem wairded 
and fyned m their fubftance : But the Counfell thoght that a danger ous 
preparative ; yet, to fatiffie the King, they wer all wau*ded ; W*". Rigg Warded. 
in Blacknes, Johne Meine in Elgin, and Johne Hamilton in Aberdein ; 
Johne Dickfone wes put in the tolbuith of Edinburgh. They remained 
there till be great dealling for them they wer releived againe, and fpack^ Rddved. 
the Bifchop of St Andrewes, and did let him fie how wrongouflie they 
wer dealt with for no fault. 

At this tyme alfo M' Robert Bruce gott libertie, vpon ftrong condi- Bmoe. 
tions^ to come home to his oune hous in Kinnaird, to doe his domeftick 
effaires, and to retume back againe quhen he fould be charged. 

In November, this yeare, the Bifchop of St Andrewes keeped his Archbishop spot- 
Diocefian Aflemblie both in St Andrewes and in Edinburgh ; and made ^m^^^*^ 
Amdrie afts, ordaining that no Minifter fould give the Communion to «>nc«n»mg, 

. . . . . . reoeaving the 

one of another Congregation without the Minifter's teftimoniall ; and that commmuon, and 

all perfons of quhatfoever ranke they wer to prefent themfelves to the gtoiL*'*"* 

emunination before the receaving of the Communion ; and that expedt- 

ants fould be tryed quhat knowledge they had of the tongues befort 

their admiffion. In the end of November the King wold have the Mini- 

fters of Edinburgh giving the Communion to the people vpon Yoole da:y, 

the 25 of December, and wold have had the Lords of Counfell and Sef- 

fion to have taken their Communion in Edinburgh that day ; but the 

peft being found to be in the toune, the Seffion rofe, and all the Lords 

went home to their oune houfes. The King hearing therof wes angrier 

thinking it could not be the peft, be reafon fo few died, and it continow- 

ed fo fliort tyme ; therfore the King determined that all the Miniftegrs 

of Scotland fould give the Communion on Pafche day following } and 

qtihofoever refiiifed to kneell and be conforme fould be depofed from his 

miniiltie, without refpedt of perfons : Yet before that day the Marques 

of Hamilton died in the beginning of the moneth of March, before Pafche. Hamfltoa dm. 

The King depairted this lyfe on Sunday the 27 day therof^ and there King Jmum vi. 
wes fuch a feirfull tempeft of wind on Tuyfday efterhend, in the night, 1624. and hnried 
that deftroyed and brack fchipps in many harbories of the coaftfyde ; uid ^ ^^^ therafter. 
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the fea rofe fo high that many perfons wer drouned in their hoofes and 
coalheuches alfo ; and more hanne done by fea and land then can be ex- 
prefled. 
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The King being dead, his fone Charles wes proclaimed King that 
fame day at fyve houres at night. The word of the King's death come- 
ing to Scotland, all men wer aflaught,* and fundrie of all eftates, Nobles, 
Bifchops, and others, as either feare of inconveniencie or hope of gaine 
and preferment moved them, went yp to King Charles, and thofe that 
had court and moyen about him, everie one to doe the beft for themfelfes 
and their freinds. 

The King James the Sixt wes buried in a moil princelie maner the 
7 day of May, and the maner of his funeralls put in print ; and in Junij 
following, the King of France* fifter, Marie, came to England, and wes 
receaved as Queene, the Kmg her hulband meeting her at Dover with 
great folemnitie ; and quhen word thereof came to Edinburgh, there wer 
many cannons fhott and bonfyres fett out. 

In the moneth of July the peft raged in London, and in other pairts 
about. The King had fent a great navie to fea, quhilk wes made readie 
in King James' tyme ; and therefore word came to Scotland that the 
King had appoynted a folemne fad to be in his dominions for to ftay the 
plague, and to profper the armie that wes gone to fea : Quhilk wes 
keeped, and other caufes alfo ioyned, as the fervands of God thoght 
meit ; albeit there wes no relenting of the peftilence, fliortlie ; for in the 
moneth of Auguil following, there w^ four thowfand and moe that died 
everie weeke in London, quherby it \^es almoft defolat ; and all the 
people fled out of it : And yet for all this, the King caufed make a Pro- 
clamation at the croce of Edinburgh, in this fame moneth, with found of 
trumpet, intimating to all his fubie6ts in Scotland that he wold execute 
the lawes of the coimtrey againft all Fapiils and Recufants, as alfo, he 
wold have all to conforme to the prefent eftablifhed order of this Kirk, 
in giving obedience and obferving the fyve Articles concluded in Perth 

* ** The tpirita of all men were on a tiurre, throagli hope or liMre, ioy or greUe, m they were a& 
Iboted." AdT. MS. 84, 5, 14. 
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Aflemblie, and ratified in Parliament ; and the difobeyers fould be exem- 
plane puni(bed. Quhilk Proclamation, at fuch a tyme, made many to 
think otherwayes of the King then they did before. 

In the moneth of September there wes fett out in print a Declaration Declaration. 
of the King's mynd concerning Papifts and Not-conformers, and copies 
wes aflSxed to mercat croces and Kirk doores in all burghes, efter procla- 
mation had been made publiftlie ; but good Chriftians wer difcontented 
therewith. 

In the moneth of 0£lober there wes a Convention of the Eftates mett CooTcntion of 
in Edinburgh. Tlie Earle of Niddifdaill wes comeing doune from the ^' 
King with fundrie Articles to be proponed to the Eftates : but they, fear- 
ing the inconvenient thereof, granted to the King a taxation of four hun- Taxation of 
dreth thowfand merkes, together with the annuitie of annuelrents that Ann^ ™*'^** 
wes condefcendit vnto ; but quhen the Earle came and proponed the 
King's Articles, they wer thought not to be reafonable, and therefore 
not granted vnto. Att this time alfo, the King made a great alteration 
in the Counfell and Seffion, for he wold have no counfellour to be vpon Connaeu and 
the Seifion but only the Chancellour and his oune Advocat. ^^^' 

In the moneth of November a folenme Proclamation wes maid at the The Kmgs Ro. 
mercat croce of Edinburgh, quherin the King revoketh all thinges done ^*^**^"- 
by his father, or his father's mother, in preiudice of the Croune, cauffing 
this Revocation pafle through the fealles ; quhilk bredd a great feare of 
a great alteration to come, as indeed the effedt proved. About this fame 
tyme the King fent for fome of the NobiUtie and fome Bifchops to come 
vnto him, that he might advyfe with them how his Revocation ihould be 
followed Aurth. And, in the moneth of December the toune of Edin- EcT. [divided] in 
burgh wes divyded in 4 quarters, making a feverall parochin of every * p^**^- 
quarter, and two Minifters to everie Congr^ation, that Baptifme, the 
Lord's Supper, and Manage, might be miniftred to everie Congregation 
be their oune Minifters. 

In the moneth of Febr^. 1626, the King's maieftie wes crouned with i626. 
great folemnitie in England. And now, having made a great alter- ^i^^^. 

land. 
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ation in the Seffion, [or CoUedge of laftice,*] and put out fondrie noble- 
men, and put in others in their places, they fitt doune, and by manyeft 
votes Sir James Skeene, [elded fonne to Sir John Skeene, my Lord 
Clerk Regifter, quho wrote Regiam Majeftatem, De Verbarum 8ig'- 
nificatianej ^^^t] ^^ made Prefident, in the Earle of Melros romne* 
The Seffion being fettled, the King fent doune a catalogue of thofe that 
he wold have Lords of his Privie Counfell, Earles^ fundrie Bifchops^ 
Lordis, Officers of Eftate, fourtie fevin in the haill ; yet the Counfdl to 
hold, if there wer fextein or feventein prefent, provyding the Chancelour 
or Officeris of Eftate and his Advocat, with the Dire3;or of the Chance* 
lane, wer of that number. Tlien there wer 17 Commiffioners nominat 
for redreffing of all greivances, quhilk wes in dead of that Court of Con- 
fcience in England ; or any ten of them, the Chancelour alwayes bang 
one of the 10, or, in his abfence, the eldeit Connfellour that fould be 
prefent. Then 15 Commiffioners wer nominat for the King's Exchequer, 
or any 6 of them, the King's Thefaurer-depute being alwayes ane of the 
6. Li all thir Commiffions fundrie Bifchops wer nominat to be of the 
number, that their credit and preferment might be the greater. 

In the moneth of July there wes a great Convention appoynted be the 
Kmg to be holden in Edmburgh. It refolved in this, that the King 
wold have everie man to have his oune teind, and all the tdnds to be 
holden of the King ; and there wer 4 Earles, 4 Bifchops, 4 Banrons, and 
4 Burgeffiss, to fitt ordinarlie vpon this Conuniffion till it fould be lm>u^t 
to fome good conclufion. Quhilk Commiffion they accepted vpon them, 
and fatt doune in Auguft following, fumonding before them all poflef^ 
fours of teinds, to declair, What teinds th^ had, and how they hold 
them ? About this fame tyme alfo, all the Lords, almoft, of the £rec« 
tions who had the teinds of Abbacies, went vp and agried with the King 
that they might have fatiffift^on for their teSnds, and they wold (fimitt 
them to the King : quhervpon the Minifters of Edinburgh, and other 
Minifters of the countrey, being informed that the King wes to get in all 



• AMtd m Adr. MS. 34,5, 14. 
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the teincU, and wes to provyde for greater ftipends for Minifters then 
they hady many Minifters began in their fermons to inveigh the noble- 
men and others who wold not quyt their teinds, being the Kirk patri- 
monies and put them over into the King's hands to be employed for the 
mantenance of Minifters, and the poore, and other godlie vfes. 

In the end of this year there wes a Convention of the Bifchops and c:<>nventioii of 
other Minifters quhom they font for in Edinburgh. The refolution ^^^ ^^' 
quhilk they made knowen and tooke wes for to fend vp two Bifchops, 
Rofs and Murray, and two Minifters, M' Walter Whytfuird and M' 
William Struthers, to the King, to intreat his Maieftie to have mynd of 
the provifion of the Kirks of Scotland, and to take order with the info- 
lent Fapifts that regairded not the order of the Kirk. There went vp 
alfo 3 Noblemen, Rothes, Linlithgow, and Lowdon, about this fame 
tyme, to make overtures to his Maieftie, quherby he might agrie with 
Ids fubie£U in the mater of Revocation ; but they came finall fpeid. Yet Berocation. 
there wer 25 Articles fent doune be the King to the Commiffioners, to 
fee quhat everie man that had teinds wold doe, according to thefe Ar- 



The Comiffioners and haill country conveined in Edinburgh be a Fro- 1627. 
elamation made for that effefl in the begining of Merch 1627 ; but no 
good wes done, becaus the Bifchop of St Androis wold not take 
vpon him to be Moderator at that meeting, but delayed to the Chance- 
lour*s home-comeing out of England ; quherat the Minifters of Edin- 
burgh and other Minifters wer offendit, feing they thoght the King's 
purpofe wes fo good towards them. About this fame lyme alfo con- 
veined the Barrens, and fent vp Balcomie and Leys to the King to be- 
feek his Maieftie that they wer not hurt in their teinds be the Noblemen 
that wer agrieing for themfelfes. 

The 25 of March wes Pafche day this yeare. The Communion wes PaMheday. 
given in Edinburgh in the Great Kirk. There wer not above 6 or 7 i^SSL'^ 
perfona that kneeled that day ; and feme of the Minifters kneeled not 
alfo. 
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In the moDeth of Apryle there was a Proclamation fett oat and 
printed, ordaining all Minifters, with the help of 2 or 3 of their beft 
Ikllled parochiners, to try out the eftate of every parochin according to 
the Articles proponed ; and dyets appoynted to eyerie fchyre to come 
into fuch and fuch places, according to the Pre(bytries of Scotland, and 
put their tryell in writt, and give it in to fuch Commiflioners as wer no- 
minat to conveine in the places quhair the Pre(byteries mett, that Mi* 
nifters and Schooles might be the better provyded, and the King alfo 
might get a yearlie rent of the teinds. 

In the moneth of May and Junij following, the Valuation of fundrie 
teinds and lands alfo wer given in be the Minifters and parochiners foir- 
faids to the Minifters i^poynted, but yet not without difagreement be- 
tuixt the Noblemen and inferiour Barrons and Gentlemen, as they call 
them ; quhill, in end, it wes concluded with common confent, that 2 of 
the Nobilitie, and 2 Barrons, and 2 Bifchops, fould goe vp to the King, 
and meet at fuch a toune vpon the 13 day of July next, that none fould 
preveine another, and referre all differences betuixt itxemJifnpUciter to 
the King. 

At this fame tyme alfo, there was a meeting of fome Bifchops 
and Minifters written for, holden in Edinburgh, to conferre anent the 
effaires of the Kirk. Some feared that it fould ftand for a Generall Af- 
femblie ; but the Bifchop of St Androis came not to it, but wrote his 
excufe, and defyred the Bifchop of Rofs to moderat that meeting in his 
ftead. It refolded in this, to fend vp Commiflioners to the King, to de- 
fyre his Maieftie to appoynt a free Generall Aflemblie to be holden, 
quherof there wes fo great neid. The Commiflioners nominat wer the 
Bifchop of Rofs and M' Robert Scot, Minifter at Glafgow. Alfo there 
wes a fail appoynted to be keeped the 2 Sabboths following ; but the 
caufes wer not fett doune nor agried vpon. It wes alfo condefcended 
that there fould be 20 ftiillings tane of everie hundreth merks of everie 
Minifter's ftipend to beare the charges of thir Commiflioners quhen they 
fould come back againe. 

In the moneth of 0£tober, the King, having gotten many fubmitting 
their teinds to him, he declaires that he will have alfo all heritable 
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Offices, all Regalities, and all blenfche-holden lands fubmitted vnto him ; 
and appoynted his Advocats to fie all men's rights concerning thir, that 
hee might refolye the better quhat to doe. 

The Miniilers wer charged de novo to give in the Valuations of the Tythet. 
teinds and lands of their parochines more exa6llie then at the firil they 
wer given in ; and becaus the King came not great fpeid with all this 
dealing, he refolved that everie man fould have his oune teind vpon a 
reafonable pryce, and therefore all to come vnto the Commiffioners for 
that effedl. 

So, in the beginning of the year 1628, all men defyring to have their less, 
oune teinds, came in willinglie, and the Revocation pad fad fordward. 

When Fafche came this yeare in Apryle, the Communion wes not Pa«che Com- 
given in- Edinburgh, be reafon of a meeting agried vpon, quherin the " 
haill Minifters, and two out of everie feffion that wer alreadie conforme 
had agried to meet with 12 or 16 of fuch in Edinburgh as were not con- a nwctiiig. 
forme, to advyfe quhat way the diflindlion that wes among them might 
be removed. For the Miniilers that wer lail come to Edinburgh, M' 
Alex'. Thomfone and M' David Mitchell, wer eameft that the Com- 
munion fould be given in Edinburgh efter the good old maner, without 
kneelling ; fo great reafoning being on all hands, they all appeare to be Some against 
content that the Communion fall be fo given ; but yet they thinke two *™^'^- . 
things neidfull to be done, and that fome be fent to the Bifchop of San£t- 
androis to fie quhat is his iudgment, feing the halfe of the toune of 
Edinburgh came not to the Communion the lail year ; yet he wold not 
confent to their conclufion. The other wes, a letter to be fent to the King's Letter to 
King be all the Minifters, befeeching his Maiefi^ie to give them leive to "«^*^- 
celebrat the Communion without kneelling, ^^ quhilk we mufl doe," 
(fay they ;) " but set, if the King confent not, we fall give yow all fap 
tiffa6lion, for we fall vrge none to kneele, neither fliall kneele ourfelfes." 
When this letter came to the King's hands he wes greatlie mifcontent, 
and would not deinsie the Minifiers of Edinburgh with any anfwer ; but 
wrote a letter to the Bifchop of St Androis to this eSe€b : 

'^ Having receaved a letter from the Minifters of Edinburgh, quherin 

8 



138 



ROWS HISTORIE OF 



BttckiiigluMM. 



they have deflred W8 to give way for exempting their perochiners fimn 
kneilUiig in taking of the Saorament, oontrair to ane aft of Pariiament : 
In that cafe we cannot but be exceedinglie offended that they dmrft to 
^fume to move ws againft that courfe that wes fo warrantablie done, 
and that without sour knowledge, who ar entrufted in a charge over 
them. Therefore our fpeciall pleafure is, that 30W convene thofe pw* 
fons before 30W, and having tryed the trueth of this buffines, and di^rife 
authors thereof, that 300 inflift fuch condigne punilhment as may by 
this example make others forbeare to doe the lyke heirefter : And cm- 
tinue 30ur bell endeavours to fettle that order quhiUc wes formerlie eftar 
bliflied, quherby 30W fall doe ws moft acceptable fervice. Whythall^ 
21 Apryle 1628.*' 

Thus the Communion wes not given in Edinbuigh that yeare, but 
great appearance of alteration in England, be reafon the Parliament there 
gat not Ubertie to keepe their wonted formes in trying of poynts of trea- 
fon, fuch as wer layed to the Marqueis of Buckinghame*8 charge. The 
King alfo wes much buflied in getting releife to tibe Rochell, but gat it 
not done. And that iame year, in Auguft, Johne Fdtoune flew the 
Duke of Buckinghame. 
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In the begining of the year following, the King wrote doune a ktt^ 
to the Counfell, ordaining M' Robert Bruce to be confyned in his oune 
hous and two myles about it. The Afiniflers of Edinburgh wer thoght 
to be the procurers of this letter, be reafon that M' Robert Bruce 
jweached in fundrie Kirks neer to the toune, and wold faine have taught 
in the toune of Edinburgh itfelfe : '^ For,*' (faidhe,) *^ I may avow that 
there is not a faithfull Minifter of Edinburgh living now but I ; for they 
have all entred againft the good order of our Kirk ; and I verilie thinke 
that thir Miniftera that ar in Edinburgh ar greater enemies to the Got- 
pell of Chrift then the Bifchops ar 1" 

At this fame tyme, quhen M' Robert Bruce wes confyned, word came 
that the Prince Palatine's eldeft fone wes drouned comeing be fea firom the 
fight of a great pryze that the Hollanders had taken from the Spaniard. 

In the moneth of February this year, the Minifters of Edinburgh re- 
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folved to give their people the Communion, becaus they gat it not the Conteed Com- 
year preceiding ; but it wes given with fuch confufion as wes pitiful! to ""**^ 
fie, feme of the Minifters kneelling, and feme not. 

This year 1629, in the moneth of July, there being many complaints 
of Minifters given in againfl Papifls, the Bifchops and feme Minifiers Papisti. 
meeting in Edinburgh, to take order with fuch Fapiils whofe names wer a meeting at 
given vp to them, (for at this tyme the Marqueis of Huntlie had bein at 
Court, and the King had writtin to the Bifchop of St Andrews in his 
favours, to fpair him a whyle till he ihould get better refolution of big 
doubts ; ) their meeting refolved in this, to fend vp M' Johne Maxwell, 
ane of the Minifters of Edinburgh, to Court, to fie quhat wes the King's 
will toward thir Papifts : And quhen he came back, he broght with him 
the Inftrudlions following, fubfcryvit be the King and be Sir W"*. Alex- 
ander, his Maieftie's Secretar for Scotland : 

IN8TBUCTION8 FOR THE CLEROIE OF SCOTLAND TO M* JOHNE MAXUELL, 

THEIB COMMISSIONER. 

^^ That they vfe the Marqueis of Huntlie, and the Earles of Angus, 
Niddifdaill, and Abercome, with difcretion, endeavouring by f^ir meonea 
to reclame them to the profeft Religion, and not to procefle them till htt 
Maieftie be firft acquaint therewith ; and if any of them give ofience by 
thm infolencie and contempt, his Maieftie will not fufier the leaft wrong 
in that kynd. 

^< That the Archbifchop of St Andrews confider the dedufUon of tiie 
procefle led againft Patricke Dickfone, fervant to the Earle of Angus^ 
that it be formallie deduced. 

^^ That Noblemen's wifes quho ar popiflilie affected be not excommi^ 
meat, provyding their huft)ands be anfwerable that they fliall not recesrt 
Jefuits or Papifts in their companie, nor give any public fcandall, but 
admitt conference as the Church fliall appoynt. At Whythall, 6 Nov'. 
1629." 

In this lame moneth of Nov', there fell out a thing not to be omitted, b. BtDaakTiM. 
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A Bifchop* had made a funerall fermon at the huriall of a Nobleman^ 

and wes thereafter to goe to Edinburgh ; yet be intreatie of gentlemen 

who alfo wer at the buriall, he wes moved to take a night's lodging in a 

^n'^**^ ^^^ toune of his oune Diocie, quher there wer two refident Miniflers ; the 

▼ill at ColroM* ^ 

one the a6hiall Minifter of the Congregation, (as they call them,) the 
other a free and plaine preachour of God*s tnieth ; and albeit he had 
been a preachour many yeares before this, both learned and holie, yet 
he could not, neither wold, enter to be an a6luall Minifter, except he 
had gotten it be a frie and lawfuU admiifion. It wes reported to the 
Bifchop that the morrow wes this man's ordinar day to teach, and there* 
fore it could be no fault to the Bifchop to ftay and hear him ; quhervnto 
he confented, ^^for,'* (faid the Bifchop,) << I heare verie meikle good of 
him, that he is verie painfull in catechifing the people, vifiting fick 
perfons, and doing his calling faithfullie ; and albeit I be not acquaint 
with himfelfe, I know that his father and myne wer of intiere acquaint- 
ance ; and I wiihe that I might doe him any pleafure/' The aftuall 
Minifter of the Congregatioun hearing it, reported it all to his brother, 
upon the mome, quhen he wes comeing efter the 2d bell to preach, 
thinking therby to move him not to fpeake any thing publi6Uie againft 
the Bifchop, for he knew this his brother had particularlie inveyed 
againft publi6l offenders publidtlie in his fermon before, in that £une 
Kirk, and in other Kirks alfo. After that they had fundred, and the 
Minifter began to meditat vpon his doctrine that he wes to delyver, in- 
ftantUe there came in his mynd ane obfervation quhilk he thoght he be- 
hooved to vtter againft the Bifchop ; and yet begins to difput the mater 
with himfelfe : ^^ If I vtter this publidllie, I neid never looke for favour 
at this Bifchop's hands, nor no other ; and 3et how darre I conceill that 
word of trueth quhilk God hes put in my heart ?" So, not knowing 
quhat to doe, as he wes going to the pulpit, he put vp this fecrete prayer 

* In Adr. MS. 34, 5, 14, this relmtioQ U thus oommeDoed : — **^ Adam BaOaatjiie, Biaciiop of 
Domblftne, returning to Ed*, fk'om Um trariall of a nobleman, whoee funerall sennon lie had made, lodged 
in Cabroe, qnhair IT Robert MelrUl wai a fellow helper to the aotnall Ifinister ; but IT Robert, without 
a frie and lawftiU entrie, wold not be admitted to that calling/' 
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to Grod : *^ Lord, teach me quhat I (hall doe, and either make me to 

vtter this trueth, or not to vtter it, as Thow fall thinke meiteft for Thy 

glorie, and the edification of Thy people I" The text of Scripture quhilk 

he handled that day, in his ordinar do£lrine, wes Adls viii. 32 : Thir ar 

the words : ^^ Now, the place of Scripture quhilk he read was this, ^ He 

wes ledde as a fcheepe to the (laughter, and lyke a lamb dumbe before 

his fchearer, fo opened he not his mouth. In his humilitie his iudgment 

hath bein exalted, but who fall declair his generation ?' " Efter he had Sp^akes to Om 

handled thir words, and obferved many good inflrudlions, he concluded p^^ 

his fermon this way : *^ Wee fie heer the way and manor quherby our 

Lord went to his glorie, to witt, be humilitie and fufferings : Looke 

Phil. ii. 5, 6, for proving it. His humilitie and fufierings wer for a 

fliort tyme ; His glorie is etemqjl I So we that ar His members, if we 

wold reigne in glorie with Him, let ws humble our felfes and fuffer with 

Him ; feing the way to that etemall glorie is by humilitie and fufierings ; 

lykeas the way to etemall fliame is when men takes honours to them- 

felfes, in this life, againfl God's word, as yee, Sir, and the reft of 30ur 

brethren that hes taken lordfchips to your felfes in God's Kirk I Yow 

inioy honours, indeid, for a fliort tyme ; but your fliame and paine fliall 

be elemall, except yow repent I I fpeake it in love, and fayes it againe, 

thogh I fould never fpeake more from this place. That 30W and the reft 

of 30W that beare doune God's fervants, and compts them fooles for 

fuffering for fuch things as they fuffer for, that one day 30W fliall compt 

them wyfe and 30urfelfes fooles, that for fo fliort preferment and finall 

profeits hes broght 30ur felfes to endles fliame and torment in the hellis, 

except in tyme 30W and they repent, quhilk we wold be all glad to fee, 

if it wer the Lord's will I" 

In the meane tyme, quhen thir words wer fpocken to the Bifchop; he 
lifted vp his eyes to heaven, as thogh he had been moved with them ; 
but quhen he came out of the Kirk, he declaired himfelfe extreamlie an- 
grie, feing fome perfones there quho wer oppofit to Bifchops, with a 
filenced Minifter among them ; and with great difficultie wes he moved 
to ftay and take his dinner, before he went to Edinburgh : And albeit 
he had good counfell to miiken all that wes fpocken, becaus the fpeaker 
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protefted that he fpacke all in love, and quhilk all that heard him tho^ 
no otherwayesy yet he wes no way content that he fould preach pubfiA- 
lie in that place. Yet, efter great dealling with him in Edinboigfa and 
at other good occafions, at length he wes content to overfie» and mi(ken 
the mater, albeit, as he faid, he knew the reft of the Bifchops wold be 
difcontent with him ; and no mervell he did fo, feing he wes fomtyme a 
great oppofit to Bifchops himfelfe, and the Minifter that vttered the 
do6lrine had no ftipend nor ordinarie proyifion for all his paines. 

In the moneth of December following, M' Jo". Maxuell tau^t the 
Yoole fermon in Edinburgh in the Litle Kirk, vfing not only bitter inveo- 
tions, but alfo curfes againft them that wold not keepe fuch holie dayes ; 
yet M*^ David Fofter, [Forrefter,] in Leith, that bme day taught the 
contrair dodlrine ; albeit this wes the pittifuU cafe of our Kirk at this 
tyme, that Minifters oppofitlie taught againft other. Yet heering many 
wer comforted, that there wer fome to fiand in the gape, and fpeake the 
trueth fnelie. 



1690. 
CbariM IL borne. 



CoiiTention of 
Ettalot. 

GraiTaiioee. 



Ministers. 



5 Artides. 



In the year of God 1630, litle alteration wes in our Kirk, in the 
moneth of May, the 29 day therof, the Queene wes delyvered of a man- 
chyld, and great ioy in all thir kingdomes therfore. 

In July the Convention of Eftates held in Edinbuigh. Th^e wes a 
great taxation concluded to be given to the King. There wer alio 
Greivances given in to the Convention be Noblemen, Barrens, and Bur- 
gefles^ to get fome good done in the Kirk affaires : 

1. That Bifchops fould be ftayed in takeing oathes and fubfcriptioDs 
of young men that entred into the miniftrie, quherby it came to pafle that 
Patrones could not get qualified men to enter into the miniftrie, and 
then there wes neither reafon nor law for their doing. 

2. That Minifters who wer weill qualified and caften out of thar mi'> 
niftrie for Not-conformitie might be entred to their places, and vnwor^ 
thie men removed from the famen. 

3. That the fyve Articles condudit in the laft Parliament might be 
left to the libertie of the fubie£t, feing "they ar profeft to be things i&- 
different. 
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Oiher Articles wer alfo fpocken of, in great modeftie, and with great 
and good reafons weill backed, that the Bifchops may perceave that there 
wer many good fubiefls that lyked not their proceedings. Yet, efter the 
Counfell and the King's Commiflioners, the Earle of Monteith and Sir 
W™. Alexander, had conferred together, the Convention diflblved, and 
the greivances wer deferred to another tyme. 

In the end of this yeare, there wes a booke printed, intituled '^ Sion's 
Plea againft Prelats." There wes fearch made in England quho fould 
be the author of it. In end he wes found to be a Scottifhman borne, 
called M' Alex^ Lightoune. 'i'he Bifchops had filenced him, and now Ligiiton. 
he wes a profeit Do6lor of Medicine. They gave him fair words and 
promifes not to deale rigorouflie with him, if he wold confefle the 
trueth ; but efter that he had confefled, they imprifoned him and dealt 
verie feverelie with him in fcourgeing him through a parte of the toune 
of London, and mangling him in his face, aud nayling his eares to pofts ; 
and' efter long imprifonment, moyen wes gotten to releive him, quhen 
they thoght that he wold not leive. Yet he cured himfelfe as weill 
as he could, and keept himfelfe quyet. Many heiring hereof, defyred 
to fie and read his booke ; quherby they wer informed of many things 
quhilk they knew not before. 

And for the eftate of our Kirk at home, Edinbui^h hes now four fe- in £dr. 4 Kirks, 
verall Kirks, and two Minifters in every Kirk ; and -hes by ane a6l of "*****• 
Parliament adioyned to them all the houfes aud people dwelling with- 
in the Forts of Edinburgh quhilk appertained before : Some of them 
dwelling within the Weft Fort appertained to St Cuthbert's Kirk, and 
fome of them dwelling in the Eaft end of the Cowgate appertained to 
Halyruidhoufe or the Abbey Kirk. 

The names of the Minifters of Edinburgh for the tyme : For the 
South- Weft Kirk, called comonlie the Gray Freir's Kirk, M' Andrew 
Ramfey, M' James Fairlie: For the Great Kirk, called comonlie St 
Geillis Kirk, M' W«. Struthers, M' Alex'. Thomfone : For the North- 
Eaft Kirk, called comonlie the Colledge Kirk, M*^ Thomas Sydferff, M' 
Harie Rollock : For the Litle Kirk of St Geillis, or the Eafter Kirk, M' 
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John Maxwell, M' David Mitchell : [Foirby the PrindpaD of the Col- 
lege, and ProfeflTor of Divinitie.^ 

In the year of God 1631, the Revocation wes fall going fordward, 
and all men wer going with the titulars to haue their oune teinds ; and 
• the King wes refolved he wold have his annuitie of them this year. 
There wes alfo a brute that the King wold have the Pfalmes tranflated 
be his father to be receaved in the Kirk of Scotland ; and fome of the 
bookes wer delyvered to Preibyteries, that Minifters might advyfe con- 
cerning the goodnes of the tranflation, or badnes, and report their iudg- 
ments to the Diocefian Aflemblies ; but that mater lay over for a while. 

In this tyme alfo there wes great talking of the King of Sweden's 
incomeing to Germany, to helpe the Princes there, and vindicat them 
from the tyrrannie of the Emperour. His wonderfull vidlories wer 
fpocken of in all places, and put in print ; which no doubt did much 
good for the countreys, and held ws in the greater peace and quyetnes 
both in Kirk and Commonwealth. Yet the Emperour wracked all that 
he could ; and there wer Miniilers with their wyfes, and other profef* 
fours alfo, quho wer compelled to flie out of Bohemia, their houfes being 
brunt : And they being broght to great neceflitie, a fupplication wes given 
in to the King's Counfell to gather a contribution in this kingdome for 
their fupport ; quhilk wes begun to be done this yeare, and the fmall 
thing that wes fent came to thofe diftreiTed fan6ls in verie due tyme, as 
their teftimonie fent back declaired, befeeking ws to fend them further 
fupport ; but it wes flowlie done, or not done at all, becaus it wes fup- 
pofed that the King of Swaden had obtained releife and faiftie to them all. 

In the end of this yeare, the 3 of Nov', the Queine wes lighter of a 
daughter, called Marie ; and in the moneth of Dec^ Youll day falling 
vpon a Sabboth day, fome of the Minifters of Edinburgh, having ex- 
amined their people before, thoght it heft to give them the Communion 
that day ; but their collogues and their elders wer againft them quho 



* This addition, with the deaoripCiTe names of the rsspeetiTe Klrk% taken from Adr. MS. 84» 5» 14. 
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wer of this mynd, fo they could not get it done ; hut they, being difcon- 
tented, inveyhed againil them as thogh ane evill tume had beene done 
vnto them. 

In the year 1632, in the moneth of March, the Bifchops who had 1682. 
been vp at Court, and M' Jo". Maxwell, returned from England : Their 
purpofes wer keeped clofe. Yet in the moneth of May following, there 
wer fome of the moil zealous and godlie Miniilers in Ireland put from 
their miniftrie and places, namelie, M' Jo*'. Livingfloun, M' Rob^ Blair, BUir, Living. 
M' George Dumbar, M' Jofiah Welfche, and others ; becaus the King ^^J™^' 
wes informed that they wer Ukelie to bring in a new fe^ of Religion in 
that kingdome.* For indeid all that people wer wonderfuUie drawen to 
God, and fo moved to repent their finnes and walke in holinefle and 
great finceritie of converfation, that their pallors could not fay that there 
wer any almoil of their people but wer good Chriflians, quhilk maid the 
Bifchops afirayed that if Religion fo flouriflied in that kingdome, they 
wold be altogether difefteemed, and Puritanilme (as they caU it) wold 
abound in all the King's dominions. There wes great moyen made for 
them to get them reponed to their places ; and the Primat of Ireland 
wold have (bowed Ihem favour, but he might not, be reafon the King's 
maieftie wes fo informed of them before hand* 

In the moneth of Augufl this yeare, the toune of Edinburgh, being PkriiameDt 
eameftlie defyred be their Minifters to provyde another houfe for to be ^^"*^ 
a Tolbuithe, then a part of the Kirk quher God's word fould be preached, 
and quhilk fould be a houfe of prayer, began and founded a faire great 
houfe, to be a houfe for holding of Parliaments, and that the Seflion 
fould fitt in, and wer verie buffie in doing of that worke : Yet, in O&o- 
ber following, on a day of failing and humiliation, a baime playing on 
the walles of the houfe fell doune and wes wounded to the death ; quhilk j^ i^ame kiUed 
many thoght to be ominous to have a houfe founded with blood on fuch ^^ ^ ^^^ 
a day. 



* M' William Row adds in Adv. MS. 84, S, \4, (<* I doubt not to affirme these wer all gniltio of the 

_ • 

iMrede of Asrina, Tia. Idem $8i PrtAjfUr pd EpiseopuM /**) 

T 
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Yooie, SjdMrfe When Yuill came, this year, it fell M' Thomas Sydferlf to teach that 

fermon in the Gray Freir*s Kirk. Many mervelled that he taught fo 
modeftlie quho yfed to he fo vehement at other tymes. Some imputed 
it to one caufe and fome to another. Howfoever it wes, word wes lif- 

Gusutus* death, ing of the King of Swaden at this tyme ; and fo it fell out to prove true, 

albeit it wes vncertaine many weeks after the word raife, whiUier he wes 
dead or not. 



Parliament. 



chttriMi.erooned. In this year, 1633, King Charles came to Scotland. He caufed a 

Proclamation to be maid that he wold hold a Parliament in Edinburgh 
in the moneth of Junij after his entrie and coronation. In the proclama- 
tion it wes appoynted that all quho had greivances to give in tiiey fould 
be delyvered to his Clerk-Regifler, Sir Johne Hay, that he might give 
them to the Lords of the Articles to be confidered, before they wer pre- 
fented to the Parliament. M' Thomas Hogge, Minifter at Dyfert, al- 
beit now violentlie put from his miniftrie, penned fome Greivances and 
Petitions to be given in, fixe in number, as foUowes : 



*^ OBEIVANCES AND PETITIONS CONCERNING THE DISORDERED ESTATE 
OF THE REFORMED KIRK WITHIN THIS REALME OF SCOTLAND, PRE- 
SENTED VPON THE 24 OF MAY BE ME, M' THOMAS HOGGE, MINISTER 
OF THE EVANGELL, IN MY OUNE NAME, AND IN THE NAME OF 
OTHERS OF THE MINISTRIE LYKWAYES GREIVED, TO SIB JOHNE 
HAY, CLERK OF REGISTER, TO BE PRESENTED BE HIM TO SUCH AS 
AUGHT, ACCOBDING TO THE OBDEB APPOYNTED, TO CONSIDEB 
THEM ; THAT THEBEAFTBB THEY MAY BE PBESENTED TO HIS MA- 
lESTIE AND ESTATES WHICH AB TO BE ASSEMBLED AT THE NEXT 
PABLIAMENT. 

*<The opportunitie of this folemne meeting ofsour gracious Maieftie and 
the honorable Eftates conveened in this High Court of Parliament, and 
the confcience of our duetie to God and the Reformed Kirk within the 
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realme of Scotland, quher we ferve in our miniflrie, conftraines ws to 
prefent, in all humilitie, to your Highnes and Eilates prefentlie aflembled, 
thefe our iufl Greivances and reafonable Petitions following : — 

^^1&. Abeit Vote in Parliament wes not abfolutlie granted to Mini- i Omyance. 
ilers provyded to Prelacies, but only vpon fuch conditions as his EUghnes, 
of happie memorie, and the Generall Aflemblies of the Kirk, fould agrie 
vpon, quhilk is evident by the remitt and provifion exprefled in the a£l 
of parliament holden in Edinburgh in December 1617 ; and albeit the 
manor of election and commiffion to the office of Commiffionarie, and 
the particular conditions and pa6tion8 [cautions] to be obferved be Mi- 
niflers, voters in Parliament in name of the Kirk, efter long difputation, 
wer agreid vpon by his Maieilie, prefent in perfone, and Generall Aflem- 
blie, and wer appoynted be them to be infert in the bodie of the aA of 
parliament which wes to be maid concerning that purpofe ; fome Mini- 
fters, notwithftanding, have bein and ar admitted to vote in Parliament, 
in name of the Kirk, als abfolutlie as if the aA of parliament did not 
containe fuch reference, and as if his Maieftie and the Generall Aflem- 
blie had not agreid vpon the manor of ele£tion and admiffion to that 
office, or vpon any limitations ; quherby the Kirk hath fuftained great 
hurt and preiudice in her liberties and priviledges, and fpeciallie by the 
frequent tranfgreffion of the firfl of the conditions, altho' grounded vpon 
the verie law of nature and nations, that nothing be proponed be them 
in Parliament, Counfell, or Convention, in name of the Kirk, without ex- 
prefle warrand and diredlion from the Kirk, and fuch things as he fall 
anfwer for to be for the weill of the Kirk, vnder the paine of depoiition 
from his office ; neither fall he keepe filence, nor confent to any of the 
laid conventions, to any thing that may be preiudiciaU to the weill and 
libertie of the Kirk, vnder the fame paine : And the 2d, That he ihall 
be bound, at everie Generall Aflemblie, to give ane accompt anent the 
difcharge of his commiffion fince the AiTemblie preceiding, and fall fub- 
mit himfelfe to their cenfure, and Hand to their determination quhat fo- 
ever, without appellation, and fall feeke and obtaine ratification of his 
doings at the faid Aflemblie, vnder the paine of infamie and excommuni- 
cation. Therefore, our humble Supplication is, that the execution of 
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the afts of parfiament of maten belonging to the Kirk, of which they 
have voted in name of the Kirk, without authoritie or allowance from 
the Generall AflembUes of the Kirk, be fufpended till the Kirk be heard ; 
and that in tyme comeing Minifters have noe vtherwayes Vote in Pariiar 
ment but according to the provifion of the a& of parliament, and the or- 
der of their entrie to their office of that commiffion, and limitations foir* 
faid, agried vpon as faid is. 
2 Gr«i?aiice. << 2dly. Soiug ratifications of A6ls and Conftitutions of the Kirk 

cannot be conftrued to be a benefite or favour to the Kirk, vnleflfe the 
ratifications pafle according to the meaning of the Kirk, and taiour of 
the faids adls and conflitutions, without omiffion, addition, or alteration of 
daufes, articles, or words of importance ; and in ratification of the Af- 
Act ^j^^^' TT^^ femblie holden at Glafgow anno 1610, which pafled in parliament holden 

in 1612, vnder the name of explanations, fundrie claufes and articles, as 

the fubie6lione of Bifchops in all things concerning their lyfe, converfa- 

tion, office, and benefice, to the cenfure of the Generall Afifemblie, their 

cenfure of Bifchops incafe they flay the cenfure of excommunication, the 

continwing the exercife of do£lrine weeklie, the neceffitie of teftificat and 

affiftance of the bounds for the admiffion of Minifters, ar omitted ; and 

other claufes and articles ar added and infert, as the difierent degries of 

Archbifchops and Bifchops, the power of giving collation of benefices 

to Bifchops, the difponing of benefices falling in their hands iure detwiuto^ 

the appoynting of Moderators in Diocefian Synods incafe of their abfence, 

and feme words of the oath, ar changed : By which omiffions, additions, 

and alterations, the Kirk hath fuftained and doth fufteme great hurt in 

her iurifdi£tion and difcipline. Our humble defire therefore is, that the 

Kirk may be liberat from the preiudice of thofe omiffions, additions, and 

alterations of the a£b foirfaid. 

s Greiranoe. «< 3dly. Notwithftaudiug, the Generall AflembUes have been holden 

from the tyme of our Reformation till the 1603 yeare of God, once everie 
yeare, and oftner pro re natOj [and this wes eftablifhed in Parliament, 
1592,] Provinciall AflembUes twyce everie yeare ; quhilk Meetings for 
exercife, and Prefbytiies everie weeke for maters to be treated in them re- 
Jpedive^ and thir Uberties, wer ratified in ParUament anno 1592 : And by 
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that, as a moft powerful! meane, (blefled be God,) peace and puritie of 
Religion wes intertained ; and in the Aflemblie holden at Glafgow, anno 
1610, quhen Commiffioners, voters in parliament, provyded to Prelacies, 
wer made lyable to the cenfure of the Generall Aflemblies, it wes acknow- 
ledged that the neceflitie craved a yearlie Generall Aflemblie, and the Mi- 
nifters wer then afliiired that that libertie wold be granted vpon their re- 
queafl; quherby they wer induced to condifcend fo far to the a£t then 
made as they did, which a& beareth in the verie entrie therof, a requeail to 
his Maieflie that a Generall Aflemblie may be holden in all tymes come- 
ing once in the year, or preceiflie at a fett or certaine tyme : Nevertheles, 
the wonted liberties of holding Generall Aflemblies ar fupprefled, the Pro- 
vindall Synods confounded, Prefbyteries in a great part difordered and ne- 
glected ; quherby divifions have entred in the Kirk, Miniilers have become 
n^ligent in their callings, and fcandalous in their lyves, the godlie ar 
heavilie greived, the weake ar fcandalized, erroneous dodlrine is delivered 
in Kirks and fchooles without controlment, the CommiiBoners voters in 
Parliament lye vntryed and vncenfured, and Atheifine, profanitie, and 
Poprie, increafe. Our humble defire is, therefore, that the a6is of parlia- 
ment made in favours of the Kirk Aflemblies, and fpeciallie the aA of 
parliament holden at Edinburgh in Jan^. 1592, be renewed and ratified 
in this prefent parliament. 

** 4thly. Notwithftanding the Obfervation of Feilivall dayes, Privat 4 Oniraiiee. 
Baptifme, Privat Comunion, Epifcopall Confirmation of Children, p^i^, ^^' 
have been reiedled by this our Reformed Kirk fince the beginning of 
the Reformation ; and it hath been declaired by a£l of parliament in the 
year 1567, that fuch only wer acknowledged members of the Reformed 
Kirk as did participat of the Sacraments as they wer then rightlie mini- 
ftrat, quhilk wes without kneeling in the a& of receaving the Sacra- 
mentall elements of the Supper, or imediat difpenflng of the fame to 
euerie communicant be the Miniiler ; and that it wes flatute and or- 
dained in the lame parliament, that all Kings fould give their oath at 
their Coronation to maintaine the Religion then profefled, and that 
forme of the miniilration of the Sacrament that then wes vfed ; never- 
theles, Pallors and people adhereing to that former profeffion and prac- 
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tife are nick- named Puritanes, and threatned not with any good war- 
randy but befyde the tenour of the a& of Perth Aflemblie, which con- 
tained no ftrait iniun6lion, and contrare to the meaning of voters and to 
the proceiding of that Aflemblie, quher it wes profefled that none fould 
be prefled with obedience to that a&. Therefore we humblie crave, 
that by ratification of the afts of parliament made before that Aflemblie, 
and by fuch wayes as fall feeme good to your gratious Maieftie and 
honourable Eilates aflembled, your Maieflie*s good people, Fallours and 
profeflburs, may both be purged from fuch foull afperfions, and may be 
{red from great dangers and feares which may incurre by reafon of 
that a6l of Perth. 

<< Sthly. Albeit it be determined be the Generall Aflemblles of this 
our Reformed Kirk, quhat Oathes the Minifters fould take at the tyme 
of their Admiflion or Ordination ; yet that it is a new kynd of forme, 
devyfed and vrged by the admitters and ordainers vpon intrants to the 
miniftrie, togither with fubfcription to certaine Articles devyfed be them, 
without direction or warrand from any Aflemblie of the Kirk, yea or 
B/& of parliament, quherby the entrie of the miniftrie is (hut vpon the 
beft qualified, and others lefle able ar obtruded upon the people, to their 
great greife and hazard of their foules. Our humble fuit therefore is, 
tiiat aU fuch Oathes and fubfcriptions vrged upon Minifters at their 
entrie or tranfplantation may be difcharged. 

<< 6thly. Notwithftanding there be conftitutions of the Kirk and 
lawes of the countrey for Cenfuring of Minifters before the ordinar ludi- 
catories EccleOafticall, yet, contrare to that order, Minifters are fuf- 
pended [and] filenced, and that for maters meer Ecclefiafticall, before 
other iudicatories which ar not eftablifiied be order of the Kirk and 
country. Therfore our humble Petition is, that Minifters deferving 
cenfure be no otherwayes cenfured for ecclefiafticks then the ordor of 
the Kirk doth prefcryve ; and that fuch as ar otherwayes difplaced be 
fuffered to feme in their miniftrie as before.'* 



to7h^*cnSf bS! Thir Greivances, penned be M' Thomas Hogge, and allowed be 
gister. fundrie of the faithfull Minifters of this realme, he gave them in firft in 
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due tyme to the foirfaid Clerk of Regifler, who had no will to receave 

them, but deirlie vttered his mifcontentment ; and therefore, this being 

feared, M' Thomas Hog brings a notar with him, and before witnefles, 

gave them in to the Clerk-Regiller, taldng ane document within the 

notar's hand of his doing ; And perceaving cleirlie that the Clerk- Regi- 

fter was nowayes willing to furder this good caufe, he refolves to awaite 

vpon the King's maieflie's incomeing to the contrey, and at the bed 

occafion to prefent them to the King himfelfe ; quhilk he did quhen the 

King came to Dalkeith, the 13 day of Junij. But the King looked not ^o the King at 

upon them, but gave them to fome that Hood befyde him, and then maid 

his entrie to Edinburgh on Setturday the 15 day of Junij 1633 ; quher King Charles 

theyfand great contentment in all things: For Edinburgh had maid S^h*onthei5 

great preparation for his Maieflie with great coift and expei]^es. '^""*J *^^' 

On the Sabbath following, he remained in his Palace at Halyruid- 
hous, and heard preaching there. 

The day efterhend, Mononday the 17 day, he came from his Palace 
and went vp to the Caftell, flaying there that day and all that night. 

Vpon Tuyfday the 18 day he came from the Caftell to the Abbey 
Kirk of Halyruidhoufe, quhilk wes magnifidUie prepaired for the pur- 
pofe ; and there wes folemnlie Crouned, with fuch rites, ceremonies, Cromied. 
and forms, as maid many good Chriflians to admire fuch things to be 
vfed in this Reformed Kirk. 

At the King's Coronation Dodlor Lyndefay, Bifchop of Brechin, BrecWn 
taught a fermon, quherin he had fundrie good exhortations to his ^ 
Maieflie for the weill of this Kirk and kingdome ; but fo generallie 
vttered that they might have been applyed divers wayes. 

Thurfday the 20 day of Jimij the Parliament rode gloriouflie, and p»1'- nrd*. 
the Lords of the Articles chofen ; but no mention of any Greivances 
given in be M*^ Thomas Hogge, as faid is ; quhilk maid many that knew 
the Greivances and the Petitions humblie craved of the King, feing no 
good effeft to come thereof, to conceave a feare that God's Kirk wold 
get litle comfort at this Parliament : And therefore, fome Noblemen 
weill affe6ted to Religion went to the King and fpacke him, in a wyfe 
and godlie manor, to take vprightlie the eftate of the Kirk and king- 
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dome in this countrey, quhilk he tooke in good part ; and after he had 
fpocken with fome Bifchops, (for he broght two out of England with 
him,) he wes difcontent that he had fo hearkened to the Noblemen that 

fpacke with him. 
jiinij 23, Saboth. »j^^ Parliament conveined and fatt all this weeke ; and on the Sab- 

boih, the 23 of Junij, the King came vp to the Great Kirk of Edin- 
burgh to heare fermon. And efter he wes fet doune in his oune 
loft, the ordinar Reader of that Kirk, being reading the word of God 
and iinging the Pfalmes, as the vfe is before the fermon, M' Jo*. Max- 
uell, who wes lateUe ane of the ordinar Minifters of Edinburgh, but 
now maid Bifchop of Rofs, came doune from the King's loft, and canfed 
the ordinar Reader of that Kirk remove from his place, and therein latt 
doun two Engliih Chaplanes cled with furplices ; and they, with the 
help of other Chaplanes and Bifchops there prefent, faid their Englifh 
Service : And then came in M' Johne Guthrie, who alfo had bein one 
of the ordinar Minifters of Edinburgh, and wes now maid Bifchop of 
Murray, clad with a furplice, went vp to the pulpit and taught a fermon 

there. 

Many mervelled to hear and fie fuch things openlie avowed and done 

in this Kirk, without any warrand or occafion ofiered to them to alter 
the order of this Kirk ; and, as wes reported, the King himfelfe givmg 
him finall thanks therfore- 

The fermon being endit, the King and all his Nobles goes to the Ban- 
quet-houfe prepaired be the toune of Edinburgh, that there they might 
feift him. The Banket-houfe wes neer to the Kirk ; and therdbre fe- 
ing there wes in tyme of dinner fuch a great noyfe be found of trumpets 
and vther vnvfuaU playing and finging, yea and cannons fchotting, there 
wes no fermon at eft;emoone either in the Great Kirk or in the Litle 

Kirk befyde the fame- 
In the week following, the Lords of the Articles daylie fatt, and the 
King came vp daylie from the Palace and fatt with them. In the 
quhilk tyme, tiie Commiffioners both of barrons and burgefles wer inhi- 
bit be the King to have any meeting contrar to the forme pra£lifed in all 
others parliaments before : Quherat they conceaving a fear that matters 
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fliould not goe right, and hearing that the Lords of the Articles had 
concluded among them fundrie things that wer ane evident hurt hoth to 
Kirk and countrey, they penned a Supplication quhilk wes to be fub- 
fcrivit be many both of the Nobilitie, Barrons, and Burgefles, to be de- 
lyvered to the King before the lad day of the Parliament ; yet the mater 
being knowen they wer prevented ; and this Supplication, following, 
wes not given in at that tyme, yet the number of them wes weill knowen 
in their votes in open Parliament : 

" TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT MAIE8TIE, 
THE HUMBLE SUPPLICATION OF THE LORDS AND COMMISSIONERS OF 

PARLIAMENT VNDERSUBSCRTVEINO. 

*^ Forafmuch 30ur Maieflie's fupplicants being ignorant of the moft part Supplication. 
of the conclufions taken by the Lords of the Articles, and not acquaint- 
ed vrith the reafons of fuch of the faids conclufions as they have gott 
notice of, feare to become obnoxious to your Maieflie's diflyke, and 
poflible alfo to the cenfure of your fecond conceptions ; but they be con- 
ftrained without any fort of advyfement to exprefle of a fuddaine their 
opinions in the faidis purpofes : Seing lykewayes, if your Maieftie fould 
remaine either flill vnacquainted with or poflefled with a preiudice of the 
reafons for quhilk they cannot but diflaflent from fome of the conclufions 
quherof they have gotten notice, till that be fliewed to them fome moe 
reafons for the famen then as yet y oiur Petitioners have heard, or doe con- 
ceave, your Maieftie might be in danger to lofle that love of your fub- 
iedts which is founded on their confidence of your Maieftie's approbation 
of fuch their adtions and opinions as are iuftifieable in reafon. The 
SuppUcants, therefore, humblie befeech your Maieftie to witchafe [vouch- 
fafe] and confider quhat is heirto annexed, for which they cannot confent 
to the Articles quherof they have gotten information concerning fome 
Church buffines, annualrents, and the extraordinar taxation; and to 
give order that notice and copies be given to the Petitioners of the re- 
manent conclufions taken, before their votes be craved in Parliament, 

that they may give the famen als confideratlie as becomes the greatnes 

u 
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of the buffines and the dutie of honed men aflembled in Parliament by 
your Maieftie's authoritie : So fall your Petitioners be encouraged, as in 
duetie bound, to pray for your Maieftie's long and happie regno/' 

[reasons annexed to the above supplication.] 



NoTtttioiis in the 
Church. 



Ammelrento. 



Taxations. 



^^ I. The Petitioners ar informed that the Articles concerning Church 
buffines doe bear the Ratification of divers particulars which have bred 
great divifion and many evills in the Kirk, and alfo the impofition of other 
things reiedled at the Reformation, and never fince receaved ; quherby 
vndoubtedlie the foirfaid evills and divifions fall be increafed. The 
Petitioners therefore thinkes that the enafUng of fuch thinges wold 
feeme iniurious in itt felfe, diminifhe in the hearts of many good fub- 
ie6b that affe6tion to your Maieftie which is founded in their opinion of 
your goodnes and wifdome, not to ratifie fuch a6ts, nor to innovat any 
thing in the Church, without the confent of Churchmen lawfullie af- 
fembled. 

'^ II. As for the a6t touching Annualrents, feing by the condition of a 
fyft part of all annualrents to your Maieftie, no vfes granted to any of your 
Maieftie*s fubiedls, and fo many evills are introduced as ar obvious to 
everie one ; and we are readie at large to reprefent to your Maieftie, the 
Petitioners cannot confent to that Article touching annualrents, till the 
reafons be heard and fatiified. 

*^ III. As for the extraordinar Taxation of Annuells begun in the 
Parliament holden in the year of God 1621, forafmuch as the Commif- 
fioners then, in name of King James, promifed that it fould never be 
craved efter that tyme, and feing it wes then granted for fupplie of the 
Palatinat ; notwithftanding quherof, it hes ever bein continued fince, and 
it is found by experience that it hath yeilded litle benefite to your Ma- 
ieftie, that it is fuch a inquifition in men's eftates as is not pra£Ufed in 
any other Chriftian nation, and makes our nation contemptible by the 
difcoverie maid thereby of the povertie thereof, and gives occafion to 
the diftrefle of innumerable perfons of good refpedt, hurried vp and 
doune by the occafions of the Commiffions for the conceiled annuellis : 
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For thofe reafons the Petitioners cannot fie how they fhall confent to 
the Article maid for continwance of the faids taxations. 

^^ Thefe Reafons the Supplicants humhlie fubmitts to your Maieftie's 
iudgment, with proteftation to forgoe the famen quherfoever they fall fie 
better reafons for confenting to the faids Articles then thofe they have 
heir fett doune ; and ar readie to exprefle farder for their opinions 
againfl: the expediencie of them at this tyme : Wiiheing aifo, in all humi- 
litie, your Maieftie wold be pleafed to confider whither it be expedioit 
that fuch perfones, as hes entrance in the good or evill of this kingdome 
fould have proxes for the makeing of the lawes in this nation, and that ivozief . 
fuch as by a6ts of parliament ar vncapable to be members of any Court ii» ineapftbie. 
or ludicatories within this kingdome fould be admitted to be members in 
this High Court of Parliament.'' 

By ^ many men's expedtation, and before this Supplication could be Pvi*- m^s. 
fubfcryved be fo many as wer verie willing fo to doe, the Parliament 
rode and ended on Fry day the 23 of Junij : And quhen the Articles 
came to be voted, the King, perceaving that there would be fome con- 
trair to them, takes pen and with his oune hand noted the votes. King market Um 
quherby, no doubt, many wer affirayed to vote according to their con- ^^*^ 

fcience. 

Some of the Nobilitie voted efpeciallie againft the Articles concluded 
anent Church buffines, but wold have confented to other Articles anent 
Annualrents and fuch things ; yet being all put together, they behooved 
to vote againft all or confent to all. My Lord Melvill, ane aged and Lord MeiTUL 
good nobleman, faid, both wyfelie and gravelie, ^* I difagrie from thefe 
Articles concluded againft the former order of this Kirk, becaus sour 
Maieftie's father, of good memorie, after he had fwome himfelfe, caufed 
me and all the kingdome to fweare and fubfcryve to The Confeflion of 
Faith that wes then fett doune ; quherin all thir thinges that now are 
comemg in ar reie£led be our Kirk I" Quhilk fpeach made the King 
paufe a whyle, but he could make no anfwer. 

* Tbat i% ooolnrj to. 
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So, in end, quhat be the King's a£ling the part of the Qerk, to over- 
awe the Parliament ; quhat he his (harpe fpeaches to fundrie of the wdl 
affedled Nobilitie and gentrie; quhat be proxes and other the lyke 
meanes, be pluralitie of votes, all the Articles concluded by the 
ArUciM con- Lords of the Articles wer concluded alfo in open Parliament. But the 

negative votes wer thought be fome to have equalled the aflSrmative ; 
and a worthie gentleman flood vp and quarrelled the Clerk-Regifter for 
not marking the votes rightlie : But the King, quho alfo had marked 
them himfelfe, the lyke quherof wes not pra^ifed to the knowledge of 
any living, conmianded the gentleman to be filent, or ellis vpon the per- 
reU of his lyfe make that good quhilk he had fpocken : Quhervpon the 
gentleman fatt doune and wes filent. 
Pariiwnent rydei. The Parliament thus ending to the King's contentment, the cannons 

fliott abundanthe from the Caftell, and the Parliament rode doune to the 
Abbey againe. 
Miniatencf tbrie !& aU this tymo of the Parliament there were many Minifters in the 
'*'^' toune, fome attending Bifchops, as Deans and Doctors, and others of 

their iudgment ; fome few conveining and crying to God for help in fuch 
a neidful tyme, quhilk no doubt wanted not the oune good effe^ as evi- 
dentlie appeared in the voters ; and fome of a mid-fort, that wift not 
quhat way to inclyne, but wer idle fpe£tators to fie how maters would 

goe. 

In all this tyme, and quhill the King paft out of the countrey, the 

Ed«. Minitturt. Miuifters of Edinburgh wer great courteours with the King and with the 

Bifchop of London, quho wes ever with the King, counfelling him in 
all things, and be their moyen made other countrey Minifters to get a 
kifle of the King's hand, alleadging that they wer both wyfe men and 
great fchoUers, able to doe his Maieftie veiie good fervice ; yet fliortlie 
after, they wer afhamed of their fpeeches, becaus they wer difappoynted 
of their expe&ation in the perfone of fome. 

The Ring's Pro- In the beginning of July, the King*s maieftie goes out of Edinburgh 

to his Progrefle through the fpeciall Tounes of this kingdome, quhilk 
he refolved to fie, and quher he had his Palaces and Parkes : And re- 
turning to Edin'. out of Falkland, he came to Bruntiland, and paft over to 
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Leith in a pinnage of his oune ; but the day being fomewhat tempeftuous, 
many going over the water at that tyme, ane litle boat, quherin therwer Aboateiidromi. 
fundrie Engliflimen, the King's fervants, and rich coffers, wer drouned ^ 
in fight of the King's pinnage, which made the King melancholious that 
night. And quhen he went out of Edinburgh homeward, he remem- 
1m^ that at his incomeing he had gotten fyre, for ther wer feme houfes ^y" »"^ '^*^- 
burnt in Dalkeith, and now the water hes drouned fome of his fervants. 
So he went home to England out of Seatoun, efter he had pail Berwick The King re- 
in pod, that he might be fooner at his Queene, lead fhe had gotten J|^ ^ ^^' 
knowledge of thir things before his comeing. 

Soone efter his Maieftie's comeing to England, George Abbots, Bif- George Abbots 
chop of Canterburrie, depairted this lyfe ; quho wes a man not violent He. 
in his tyme, and a great fireind to Scotland ; and W*". Laud, Bifchop of i^<^ 
London, (who had bein with the King in Scotland all the tyme of his 
Maieftie's bein heir, ) wes maid Bifchop of Canterburrie : Quhervpon 
came both great alteration in England and Scotland ; for conformitie 
wes more yrged in England then before, quhilk made fundrie both Mi- 
nifters and other good profeflburs leave the countrey, and went and lived 
in Nova Anglia. 

In the end of this yeare, the King fent doune a warrand and com- ^^^^ p»titiaii 
mandement to the tonne of Edinburgh to cad doune the parpane ^ wall 
of St Geills' Kirk that divyded the Great Kirk from the Litle Kirk, 
quhilk had bein bigged vp 50 yeares before, that the Kirk of Edinburgh 
might be a fair Cathedral Kirk, [ Antichriflian Bifchops had a great care 
of all gorgeous and pompous outwards ; but vnpreaching Prelats to fitt 
Kirks for the hearing of the Word of God,f ] feing he wes to ere6l [doubt- 
les by Will. Lawd his fuggeftiont] and make a feverall Bifchop to be in 
Edinburgh, as many thought, in imitation of London, quhilk had the 
oune Bifchop : And therewith came a warrand to all the Lords of his Commviiontobe 
Maieftie's Counfell, to the Nobilitie, [and] to all the members of the Sef- "^ ^ ^"^ ^^ 
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fioD, that they fould all, everie firft Sabboth of eyerie numeth in theyear, 
take the Communion, knealing, in the Chappell Royall, vnder great pames. 
Yet, quhen the firft Sabboth of December came, and the fermon of pre- 
paration taught the Saturday preceiding, the giving of the Commanion 
wes delayed till word fliould come back from the King's maieftie ; quhilk 
word came in a letter to the Bifchop of Dumblane, who taught the doc- 
trine of preparation, and gave the Communion the 15 of DeC., but there 
wer few either Counfellours or Seffioners that came vnto it ; but fuch as 
came tooke the Conmiunion kneeling. 

1634. In the beginning of the year 1634, the Magiftrats and counfell of 

Edinburgh fett too workmen to caft doune the parpane * wall that di- 
vyded the Great Kirk from the Litle Kirk, as the King had commanded 
them ; quherat neither Minifters nor Magiftrats fliew any tokens of greife 
or mifcontentment ; but many good Chriftians, both in Edinbui]^ 
and out of it, heavilie compleined to God, knowing that to be a great 
beginning of a defolation to come. And in the end of Jan'^., M' W" 
Forbes, quho had bein Minifter In Edinburgh,* and finding himfelfe to be 
in fmall favour with many in the toime, quho wer beginning to abfent 
themfelfes from his fermons, he left Edin'. and came backe to Ab^ein ; 
againe he came now to Edinburgh, and at the King's fpedall commando- 
ment wes maid Bifchop of Edinburgh, folemnUe confecrat be the reft of 
the Bifchoppes in the King's Chappell Royall att Halieruidhous ; quher- 
at many marvelled, it being fo great a noveltie, and no Bifchop fett doune 
there before. He taught his firft publi£t fermon in the Great Kirk, now 
made more ample and greater then ever it wes fince the Reformation of 
Religion in this countrie, the firft Sabbath of February ; but being feeklie, 
and his voyce weake, albeit ther wer many hundreth auditours conveined, 
yet ane hundreth of many heard not his fermon. 

In the end of this moneth of Feb^. and in the beginning of Merch, 
this Bifchop of Edinburgh fent a letter to the Preft)ytrie of Edinburgh, 
and to other Preftiytries, quhilk he thought now to be vnder his Diode, 

* PtrtHka. 
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and imperiouflie vrges all the brethren of the miniflrie of their Prefby- 
tries to conforme to the prefent eftablifhed order of the Kirk. Some of 
the brethren anfwered both wyflie and modefllie, that they could not con- 
forme, and gave in reafones thairfor ; fome excepted againfl him as not 
being their Bifchop, and therefore they wold anfuer to their oune 
Bifchop ; others tooke the mater to advyfement ; and fome few vtterhe 
refuifed to confonne ; neither thoght they it expedient nor good for the 
caufe to take the mater to advyfement. 

Then Pafche day wes drawing neir, quhen both Minifters and others 
fould have given a proofe of their conformitie : But the Bifchop of Edin'. 
preiffing to give the Communion on Pafche day, wes fo vnmeit for doing 
of any thing, that he could not without helpe put the cup to his oune 
head ; and being fo feeke, that, efter he had ferved two tables, he went 
out of the Kirk and behooved to take bed, but apprehended not death ; 
albeit his weaknes wes told him, and depairted this lyfe on Saturday 
efter Pafche the 12 of Aprile ; fo that he enioyed that vncouth new de- 
vyfed dignitie of his, and the fweit fruits of his Bifchoprick, (quhilk 
never grew vpon the trie of lyfe, as his brother the Bifchop of Galloway 
confefled, ) only two moneths and a halfe. He wes buried on Wednif- 
day the 23 of Apryle ; and his Deane, M' Thomas Sydferfe, made his 
funerall fermon. His text wes Johne, v. chap. 35, 36 verfes ; quher he 
extolled the Bifchop above Johne Baptifl, and compaired him to Chrift 
in fundrie things. 

But becaus there fell out a great worke of God before this Bifchop 
depairted this lyfe, I will both fett doune his boiling Letter that he fent 
to the Prefbytrie of Ed'., and other Prefbytries, and the mervelous effect 
that followed, according as wes fortold in fpeache vttered be a faithfull 
fervant of God : 

THE COPIE OP THE LETTER SENT BE THE BISCHOP OF EDINBURGH TO 
THE PRE8BTTBIE THEREOP, VPON THE 5 OF MARCH, 1634. 

" Beloved Brethren, It is not vnknowen to yow quhat evill effeft this Bischop Forbes* 
long continowing fchifine brings foorth in our Church. All good Chrif- 
tians amongft ws ar touched therewith, and foe they fould^ but no more 
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then yow, whofe calling in particular is to keepe Chrift*8 bodie from rent- 
ing, and to build vp the breaches thereof. Heirfore I deflre yow ear- 
neftlie to thinke vpon all good meanes for bringing backe of our peace : 
And being perfwaded that, for the prefent, one of the mod poweifull 
meanes will be your conformitie in your oune perfones to the lawdable 
a6U of our Church in giving the Sacraments, I requyre yow, by thir pre- 
fonts, that yow all quho ar brethren of the Ezerdfe of Edinburgh feall 
not to give the Communion this next enfueing Pafche, quhilk will be the 
fixt of Apryle, everie one of yow in your oune Churches, and that yow 
take it your felfes vpon your oune knies ; giving fo ane good example to 
the people : And lykewayes ye minifter the Elements out of your oune 
hands to everie one of your flockes* 

<< I have defyred the Moderator to caufe yow fignifie your confent 
heirto, and report me ane anfuer within 14 dayes ; certifieing yow, that 
quhofe names I find not in write, I will take them as refuifers to con- 
forme, and maintainors of our fchifme, againft whom I will be forced to 
proceid with Ecclefiaflicall cenfures ; feeing, both yow had fo long a 
tyme to conforme yourfelfes, and alfo many of yow ar bound to confor- 
mitie be your oath and promife at your entrie to the miniftrie. 

** I defyre yow lykewayes, quhenever ye adminiftrat the Sacrament 
efter this, to admitt none to it but thofe of your oune parochine ; for 
want of which there hes bein great profanation of that holie myilerie ; 
and for this caufe I have willed yow to give it all togither at one tyme. 
I pray yow fee to this, for the breach of it I accompt alfe worthie of cen- 
fure as the other. 

'* And lafl, I requyre yow to preach of Jefus Chrifl his paffion for our 
redemption, vpon Fryday before Pafche ; and that according to the can- 
non of our Church. So, expecting your anfwer, I committ yow to 
God's bed bleflings ; and refts, &c. 

*^ GULIELMUS, EdINBUBOH. 



ii 



Dated from Halyruidhous, this morning," [March 5, 1634.} 



THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 161 



THE COPPIE OF THE MINISTERS' CONSENT, AND THEIR NAMES. 

" The within writtin Letter being produced from the Right Reverend Ed'. Presbyuie 

consents. 

Father in God, W™., Bifchop of Edinburgh, We, the Brethren of the 
Prefbyterie thereof, vnderfubfcryvand, obMes and promifes to obey the 
haill contents of the faid Letter be thir prefentis fubfcryved with our 
hands, day, yeare, and place above writtin, as efter foUowes : — Thomas 
Sydferffe, Andro Ramfay, Alex'. Thomfone, Harie Rollock, David 
Mitchell, James Fairlie, W". Wifhart, James Hannay, W°. Myrtoune, 
Johne Adamfone.'! 

As for the fubfcriptions of Brethren of other Frefbyteries, there wer 
either few or none that fubfcryvit ; sea, there wes ane Moderator of ane 
of thefe Frefbytries, [M' David Hoome, Minifter at Grinlay in the Hoome thj^tens 
Mers,^] that wrote backe ane anfwer to the Bifchop, at the earned de* ^' 

fyre of the brethren, quherin he denunced the Lord's anger to come 
certainlie vpon him, if he fould iniifl in fuch a vehement maner to vrge 
brethren of the miniftrie to doe any thing in the worke of God quherof 
they had no warrand from God's word ; neither could be anfwerable to 
God, in a good confcience, to doe that quherof they wer fufficientlie in- 
formed in the contrair. And at this fame tyme there wes ane Admoni- AdmoDitum. 
tione penned to wame this new Bifchop of Edinburgh not to be fo violent 
in his courfes, and the brethren of the Frefbytries not to yeeld to any 
corruption ; proving, be many good reafons, that they wold hurt their 
oune confciences if they did fo ; and efter all' thefe reafons, put in this 
reafon, as mod forcible, faying, ^^ Why fould 30W fo feare a mortall man ? Pn>piie8ie fui. 
Quhat can 30W tell nor he may be fchott to dead before he can get any 
of thefe wicked defignes accompliihed ?" — And in the Lord's goodnes it 
fo fell out, as heir, I have declaired. 

This new made [and firilf ] Bifchop of Edinburgh being dead and 
buried, many rumours pad who wold fucceid to him. The finceared 
ibrt feared that M' Thomas Sydferffe, a violent man, and altogither 

* Added in Adr. MS. 34, 5, 14. t ^^* 

% 
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vrgeing conformitie in Edinburgh, fould have gotten that place ; but 
LuideMy [made] efter long delay, Mr David Lyndefay, Bifchop of Brechin, wes inftalled 
s^^Jrfe, B. of* Bifchop of Ed'., and M' Thomas Sydferffe wes confecrat Bifchop of Bre- 
^^^^ chm the 29 of July, anno 1634. There wer then many rich gloves diftri- 

buted to Noblemen, Bifchops, Gentlemen, Do^rs, and Minifters, quho 
wer prefent and called to this folemnitie ; and two great banquets made, 
the one be the toune of Edinburgh for their new Bifchop, the other and 
greater maid be M' Thomas Sydferffe himfeUe,* with great mirth and 
gladnes. 

My Lord Baime. Now falles in the namtion of a procefle led againft my Lord Balme- 
oMse, its «raM8. riuoch, quhilk wes procured be the dealling of the Bifchops againft him ; 

and the oocafion thereof wes this. The Noblemen and others that had 
voted in Parliam^it not according to the King's contentment, fearing the 
King's anger, caufed forme a humble Supplication to be prefented to 
the King, to informe his Maieftie of the trueth of things quhilk he knew 
not, that the King might alfo know their loyaltie and willingnes to pleafe 
his Maieftie in all thinges godlie and lawfull. 

M' W"*. Layng,f a gentleman quho had bein in fervice with ane of 
the Lords in the CoUedge of luftice, firfl; penned it ; and efter it wes 
read and coniidered be fome Noblemen and others, it wes thoght meit 
to be prefented to the King's maieftie ; but the King hearing quhat it 
wes, receaved it not. 

FOLLOWES THB SUPPLICATION ITSKLFE. 

^* To the King's moft excellent maieftie, the humble Supplication of 

the Lords and other CommiiBoners of the late Parliament, 

humbhe fhewing, 

Baimerrinoche s << That the uotcs which your Maieftie maid of the names of the num- 

King. ^ ber of the Supplicants in voting of thefe a^, quhilk doe imply a fecreit 

power to invert the order and government long continued in the Re- 
formed Churches heir ; and your Maieftie refuifing to heare fome of your 

* « For Us oonaeoratioiv with greti ioj, carrondogi and jnbiktioii,** in Adr. MS. 34, 5, 14. 
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Supplicants their reafons for difaflenting from the faid a£ts, did bring a 
feare of becomeing obnoxious to your Maieilie's diflyke, if your highnes 
wer vnacquainted with the reafons of our opinions delyvered concerning 
the faid a£ts : And feing your Maieftie's Supplicants ar confident that 
your Maieftie, vouchlafing to take notice of the faids reafons, will be 
pleafed to acknowledge that no want of affedlion to your Maieftie's fer- 
vice, but a carefull endeavour to conferve to your Maieftie the heartie 
affe6tion of a great many of your Maieflie's fubiedts, quho are iqpt to 
greive at the introdu£lion of any novation in this Church, made our 
votes to appeir in oppoiitibn to the faids a6ls ; and that only a predomi- 
nant defire in ws to have all your royall defignes and defyres heir to 
profper, wes the caufe that made ws forbeare to make vfe of fuch rea- 
fons as wold have been proponed againft many of the condufions taken 
in the late Parliament* We doe hmnblie, therefore, befeek your Ma- 
ieftie to be gracioullie pleafed to ponder the reafons and confiderations 
efterwritidn, fo fall we be encouraged, as in duetie bund, to continow our 
prayers for your Maieftie. 

<< Firft, We humblie befeech your Maieftie, that thoghe thefe a6ts, as Prerogative. 
they are contryved, concerning your Maieftie's prerogative and libertie 
of die Church, had never been moved nor concluded as they are, your 
Maieftie could have fuffered no preiudice in your benefite, honor, or 
power. 

<< n. That your Supplicants ar much more frie from all fufpition of Bye-eods. 
privat ends in difaflenting, then the contryvers of the laids a^ are in 
offering them to the hazard of contradi6tion, or folidting ane aflent 
thereto. 

<<IU. That in deliberation about maters of importance, either in Voteifrie. 
Counfells or Parliaments, opinions doe often differ ; and they that have 
been of a contrair mynd to a refolution caried be pluralitie of votes, have 
never hitherto bein cenfured by a Prince of fo much goodnes as sour 

Maieftie. 
" IV. We doe alfo befeech your Maieftie to beleive that all sour Sup- Pwwg«*ive. 

plicants doe, in moft fubmiflive maner, acknowledge sour prerogative in 

als ample forme as is contained in the a3^ thereanent, anno 1606 ;andwill 
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confider that the long experience and incomparable knowledge that sour 
royall father had in maters of govemement, as weill in Church as in 
Commonwealth, is the verie caufe exprefled in the letter I6099 for which 
power wes given thereby to his Maieilie to prefciyve apparrell to Kirk- 
men ; and fince, in all the tyme of his lyfe and govemementi in the 
fpace of 1 6 yeares thereafter, he did forbeare to command any change 
of their former habites, we are bold to prefume that, in his greateft 
wifdome, he thoght fitt that their apparrell vfed in tyme of Divine fer- 
vice fould be continued as decent in the Church, which hes ever bein 
vfed iince the Reformation of Religion to the time of his deceis, and fo 
continues to this day, and is mod agrieable to the hearts and mynds of 
your Maieilie's good fubiedls, as of before. 

** V. . We alfo befeech your Maieilie to confider that in the a6l in- 
tituled * A Ratification of the "Liberties of the Church,' &c., the a6ls rati- 
fieing the Ailemblie of Perth in the Parliament 1621, wes declaired to 
be comprehended : That mofl: part of ws being then in Parliament did 
oppofe the famen ; That experience hes (hewed how much thofe Articles 
of Perth hes troubled the peace of this Kirk, and occafioned innumerable 
evills and diftradlions in it, that now there is a feare of fome innovation in- 
tendit in eflentiall poynts of Religion ; and that this apprehenfion is much 
increafed by the reports of ane allowance given in England for printing 
of bookes of Poperie and Arminianiime, and by preaching Arminianiime 
in this countrey without cenfure ; and by the admiffion of diverfe Papifts 
to the Parliament and vpon the Articles, quho be the lawes of this king- 
dome cannot be members of ane iudicatorie in it : That moil of the 
mynds of your good people being in this perplexitie, your Supplicants 
hes great reafon to fufpe6t a fnair in the fubtill conftru£lion of the a£t 
maid in anno l609i concerning apparrell, with that of 1606, anent your 
royall prerogative ; quhilk, by a fophifticall artifice, fould oblijSe ws to 
vote vnduetifullie in the facred poynt of Prerogative, or vnconfcionablie 
in the Church novations, quhilk blefiTed King James wold never have 
confounded; as appeared evidentlie in the Parliament 1617) honored 
with his oune prefence, quher his Maieflie having, by the Bifchops' in- 
iligation, vrged and pail, in Articles, a Ratification of his Prerogative 
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enadled in Parliament 1606, with addition of a claufe authorizing all 
thinges that heirefler fould be determined in Ecclefiaflicall affaires by his 
facred Maieftie, with confent of a certaine number of the Clergie, to 
have the ftrenth and power of a law. 

^* VI. When this a6t came to be heard in open Parliament, his Ma- 
ieftie gave order to read only the fabricks of it, and then compafiionating 
the tender affections of his fubie6ts, fluctuating be that occafion betuixt 
love and feare, declaired that it wes his princely will and pleafure, for 
reafons knowen to himfelfe, to have that a6t fuppreffed, altho pail in 
Articles ; becaus his foveraigne Prerogative, being of itfelfe inviolable, 
wes alreadie eftablifched fufficientlie ; and in the deepe of his wifdome 
hee thoght fitt abfolutlie to preferre the peace of the Church to the ap- 
petite of Churchmen. And feing we doe prefume that none of thefe 
things lawAiUie reieCled at the Reformation of the kingdome fould be 
introduced againe without confent of our Clergie, lawfuUie affembled ; 
and feareing that a forcible introduAion thereof would diminifhe in the 
hearts of many loyall fubiefits their affedtion of your Maieftie, that is 
founded on their opinion of your goodnes and wifdome, we did therefore 
difaffent from the faids aCts, as impofeing a fervitud vpon this Church, 
and giving a ground of introduCtioim therein of infinit other new de- 
vyces. 

" VII. We doe farther befeech your Maieftie to confider that your 
SuppUcants could have reprefented, that albeit in the Convention of the 
Eftates of this kingdome in anno 1625 and 1630, promife wes made of 
the remeadie of the heavie greevances of your people ; and the perfones 
cheiflie entrufted by your Maieftie in the faid Convention vndertooke to 
acquaint your Maieftie therewith, and procure helpe of the famen by 
your royall authoritie, or in your firft Parliament ; yet there hes been no 
notice taken at this tyme : And that your Maieftie's prohibitions of 
meeting of your Nobilitie among themfelfes, or with the countrey, vpon 
the Articles, may feeme againft the conftitution of a free Parliament 
vnder fuch a lawfoll Prince ; and that the humble Supplications of the 
miniftxie to your Maieftie and Eftates of Parliament have been fup- 
preffed ; and that the meeting of the gentrie per adventum to have re- 
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prefented to your Maieftie the vnfpeakeable fufferings of your countiey 
by the abufe of coyne, and mcreafe of theft and oppreffion in divers 
partes thereof, and other thinges worthie of your Maieftie's confident- 
tion, wer, in your Maieftie's name, interrupted. 

** VIIL And that before anno I6O99 the Nobilitie did alwayes choofe 

of their oune ranke and qualitie to be vpon the Articles, there being no 

Parliament quhairin Bifchops did carie vote, from the RdEbnnation of 

BUchops' zeate. Religion till then ; and the Bifchops did verie vnduetifullie, and bredd a 

fufpition of their fitall [fubtle ? or inlatiable ?*] ends in choofeing Noble- 
men vpon the Articles knowne to be Popifhlie affedled, or for the moft part 
ignorant of the knowledge of the eftate or lawes of the countrey : And al- 
beit your Maieftie wes graciouflie pleafed, beyour former and lal^peachfes 
in the Parliament houfe, to declair that your Maieftie bad no puipofe at 
this tyme to lay any burthen vpon this nation, according to the wyfe 
counfell of King James in his * Bafilicon,' [Doron,] treating of the right 
vfe of fubfidents, and according to your feverall Proclamations bearing 
that the courfe taken by your Revocation for the fettleing of the Patri- 
monie of the Croune wes, that your Maieftie fould not be burdenfome to 
your people, albeit the prefent condition of your fubieds is worfe, and 
the patrimonie of your croune greater then quhen King James the Firft 
remitted to his people a great part of the taxation granted for that good 
King's ranfome. And albeit your Maieftie knoweth, that none but 
either men prefumptuous of knowledge, or fenfles in themfelves, will 
adventure to truft their firft conceptions in matters of fo great importance 
as ar the conclufions of a Parliament : Notwithflanding^ we could for 
the eafe, and other reafons which wold have found refpeft enough alf- 
weill amongft moft Members of Parliament as among your Maieftie's 
other good fubie6ts, have refuifed to have yeUded to the taxations now 
granted, yet have fo much enquyring in the reafons for the which fo 
hudge taxations have beene now granted, all as one man confented to 
all the a6ls maid be the Lords of the Articles therevpon ; without re- 
prefenting how the forme fould have been, or craving that the eafe may 

^ AdT. MS. 34, 5, U, hM "BiTttioalL** 
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not be beftowed vpon divers perfons, whofe wants your good fubiedls ar 
not oblift to fupplie ; without fo much as remembring the promife maid 
by him that wes Commiffioner in the Parliament 1621, at the Taxation 
of Annualrents firft then granted heir, fould not be continowed any 
longer then the termes of payment then condefcendit vpon ; without tell- 
ing that fome of thofe fubfidies ar lyke to afford more mater of debait 
and procefle betuixt your fubiedls and your Treafurers, then mater of 
profite to your treafurie ; without putting your Maieftie in remembrance 
of the importunitie verie many have fuffered by diverfe men's ambition 
for places in the Seflion, which none have hitherto refuifed or renunced, 
be reafon of the imall fies due to them ; and without contradi£ting the 
exception of your officers' penfions, or alleadging their fies to be als fuf- 
ficient for maintaining the dignitie of thdr places now, as they wer be- 
fore your Maieftie's father fucceidit to the Croune of England. 

^^ IX. Thefe things have we done, and forborne to doe, to teftifie our 
ingenuous affe6Uon to your Maieftie, and our obfequious refolutions to 
give yow full content in every thing that maketh not a breach in our Reli- 
gion and lawes, or occafioneth offence to the weaker fort, in the way of 
God's worfchip heir eftabliibed, albeit we wer not acquainted with any 
of thofe Articles before their publidt dealling in Parliament. 

*' X. We are therefore confident that your Maieftie, takeing the premif- 
fes to confideration, will be vnwilling, vpon any fuggeftion of fuch as ar or 
hopes to be fliarers of our voluntarie contributions, to introduce vpon 
the Doctrine or Diibipline of this our Mother Church any thing not com- 
patible with the honor thereof, and your good people's confcience, or 
that hea been reie&ed by publidt adts and lawes of our Reformed 
Church.'* 

This Supplication foirfaid not being receaved be the King, remained 
in fome Nobleme^'s hands, and the copie thereof wes in my Lord Bal- 
meninoch's place, in Bamtoune, befyde Edinburgh. There wes on a 
certaine day a Notar [who] dwelt at Dundie, called M' Jo^. Dunmure, m'jjo-. Dun. 
in my Lord of Balmeninoch's houfe, and there, byding for the tyme, S^* Nouup^in 
quho gat a fight of the feid Supplication, and defyred to read it ; quherof Bahnmnochi 
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my Lord wes content, knowing that the man loved the traeth ; set 
quhen he read it, he copied the fame, (quherof my Lord wes ignorant,) 
and delyvered back the principall. 

Efter tliis, M*^ Jo°. Dunmure talking with the Laird of Waughtoune, 
[Naughton,] a Papift, quho wes blyth that the Bifchops wer fo ryfdng 
to preferment in this countrey ; M' Johne Dunmure, to let him know 
that the Nobilitie and others wer not content with their preferment, 
gives him a fight of the Supplication, quhilk he defyres to read, afluir- 
ing him that he fall inftantlie give the famen backe againe. There he 
alfo copied it ; and, to gratifie the Bifchop of St Androus, prefents the 
faid Supplication in his hands ; quho, being mifcontent therewith, fends 
it vp to the King with fuch information as he thoght meiteft : Quher- 
vpon the King fends doune a Comiffione to the Earles of Mortoun, 
Roxburgh, Traquhair, the Bifchops of St Androis, Glafgow, Rofs, and 
the Clerk- Regifter, to call my Lord of Balmerrinoch before them, and 
examine him if he wes the author of that lybell ; and, finding him to have 
any intered in the bufiinefle, fends doune a Warrand to waird him in the 
Caftell of Edinburgh till his Maieftie's will wer further knowne. 

Quhervpon the Noblemen and Bifchops being convenit in Edinburgh, 
Balmerrinoch wes fent for on Saturday the 7th of Junij 1634, airlie in 
the morning. He appeired before them at 11 houres, and anfuers their 
demands, and fubfcryves his anfuers, and delyvers to them a copie of 
the Supplication quhilk he had ; quhervpon they difinifle him peace- 
ablie. Yet foone efter, the Bifchop of Sandlandrois fends to him, de- 
fyring his lordfchip to come and fpeake with him ; and quhen he came, 
he lettis him fie his warrand from his Maieilie to enter in waird in the 
Caftell, hopeing that it fould not harme him in any cafe : Quhervpon 
my Lord Balmerrinoch obeyis and enters into the Caftell, no other caufe 
fhowen to him but only his Maieftie's will and pleafure. When M^ 
W"^. Layng [Haig ?] heard of this, he, fearing danger, incontment fled 
out of the countrey ; and wrote home letters to his freinds in Scotland 
to know how maters paft, and to fend him fomethlng out of his coffers 
quhilk he had in Edin^ : Quhervpon the King's Counfell ordained all 
the men that receaved letters from M' W". Layng to prefent them to 
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them before they wer read ; alfo they feafit his coffers, yet could find 
nothing [that] concerned my Lord Babnerrinoch. 

The Earle of Rothes alfo wes called before this Committie; andefter Rothas. 
he had anfuered for himfelfe, he wes difmifled peaceablie the 3 of Julij 
1634. 

Era this moneth of Julij to the moneth of March, in the year follow- 1^34. 
ing, ther wer fundrie dyets of examination and tryell of my Lord Bal- 
merrinoch before the Committie ; and in end the Noblemen and Bif- 
chops agried not, for M' Jo". Maxuell, Bifchop of Rofs, in fpeciall, wes 
yerie vehement in his fpeaches againft my Lord of Balmerrinocht, as be- 
ing guiltie of great crymes. In the moneth of Auguft and September, 
my Lord Balmerrinocht wes ftraitlie keeped in waird, that his Ladie 
gat no accefle to him, except feme of the Committie had bein prefent. 

In 06lober the Bifchop of Rofs went vp to Court, and my Lord of 
Mortoun followed foone efter him. 

In November, quhen the Bifchop of Rofs came home firom Court, it 
wes noyfed that my Lord Balmerrinocht wold be put to ane Aflyfe, if a 
formall proces might be led againd him ; and fo, efter long advyfement, 
Sir Thomas Hope, the King's Advocat, ferved a dittay againft my Lord Baimemnooh'i 
Balmerrinocht, quhilk he founded vpon the firft a£t of the 10 Pari, hoi- ^' 
den be King James VI., quhilk adt is amplified in ane a6i; more largelie 
fett doune of his 14 Parliament, quherin is enacted, that if any fubiedi 
fall be fund to fpeake againft the King, or his Counfell, or Nobilitie, or 
have any infamous wreatings or lybellis againft them, tending to then* 
difhonour, they fhall incurre the paine of death : And his Supplication 
wes alleadged to be fuch a lybell. And feing that my Lord of Bahner- 
rinocht reveiled it not, neither to King nor Counfell, he wes to be holden 
the author of it, or elfe behooved to prefent the maker thereof to be pun- 
ifhed. 

The King alfo fend doune a Warrand that my Lord of Balmerrinocht hii Judges, 
fould be arraignit, and that the Earle of Enroll fould be Cheife luftice, 
and .with him the ordinar luftice-deputs, M' Alex'. Colvill and M' 
James Robertfone fould alfo fitt ; and Sir Johne Hay, Qerk-Regifter, 

Y 



170 



ROWS HISTORIE OF 



Hig AdTOoaU. 



luBtloe Court. 



Sir Jo^. Spottifwood [of Duniface *] Prefident, [Lord] Balcomie, ane of 
the Lords of the Seflion, fould be Afleflburs. My Lord of Balmerriiiqch 
knowing all this, and finding maters to goe fo hardlie againft him, de- 
fyred that, according to the cuftome in fuch cafes, he might have Procu- 
rators f to fpeake for him ; quhilk wes granted be the Counfell : But he 
defyred thofe that wer thoght cheifeft to procure for him. They, feing 
the mater goe fo hardlie and fo deepe, refuifed ; and therefore he tooke 
fpch as wer content to doe their part, viz. M' Alex'. Pearfon, qubo had 
procured for my Lord Vchiltrie in the lyke cafe, M' Roger Mowet, M' 
Rob\ Makgill, and M' Jo**. Nilbet, qtiho, fuppofe he was but a joung 
man, fpacke fo pertinentUe in that cans, that ho wan to himfelfe 4 great 
commendation therby. 

So, in end, the luftice and his Afleflburs being conveined in the Ne- 
ther Tolbuith of Edinbuigh, the 3 day of Dec'., the dittay read, and 
the Advocats playing their pairts, firft excepted againft Sir Johne Hay, 
Clerk- Regifter, that he could not fitt as a iudge in that mater, becaus he 
had given partiaU counfell againft my Lord Balmerrinoch ; but he, put to 
his oath) f^d fwearing to cleange himfelfe, the procefle went on : And this 
firft day the touqe of Edinburgh wes in their airmes, pairdie to convoy 
my Lord Enroll, being Chiefe luftice, to the Tolbuith, and partlie to 
bring my Jjytd of Balmerrinoch out of the Caftell to the place of iuftioe ; 
and this forme wes keeped many dayes according as dyeta wer prorogat. 

In all thir dayes the commoun people, with great and loud voyces, 
wer praying for my Lord of Balmerrinoch, and for all them that loved 
hiw ; and prayed for a plague to come vpon them that had the wyte of 
his trouble, fo that the Magiftrats could not poffiblie get them ftayed. 

The reafoning and manyfold fpeaches vfed on all fydes made the ma- 
tQr to be deleyed to fundrie dayes and dyets, for all wes put in writ that 
wes fpocken on either fyde : But the thing that the Lord luftice, Aflef- 
fours, and the King's Advocat, moft aymed at, wes to have my Lord of 
flalmerrinoch putmg himfelfe in the King's hands, nothing doubting but 
the King wold (hew him favour ; and vtherwayes threatning him that 
it wold goe hardlie with him; Qtihervpon, my Lord of Balmer- 

* ThadptM. t One of tlM MSS. (the Signet) resda, " PMziet ;*' the Wodrow MS. reads *« AdTOoM*." 
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rinoch penned a humble Supplication, and put It in the Cheife luftic^ 
hand ; and efter he had read it^ he advyfed my Lord of Bahnerrinoch to 
adde fome words to that quhilk he had writtin ; quhilk he did with ad* 
vyfe of his procurators : * And then the Cheife luftice faid openlie, that 
he wes out of doubt that the King therewith wold be content ; and he 
wold vfe his oune moyen for that effe6t : Yet this puipofe wes altered 
be the counfell of fome Bifchops ; fo that a fyfe being nominat, in end 
it wes concludit that he behooved to tholl a fyfe.t So the noblemen and 
others who wer nominat in this fyfe wer requeifted not to wearie, but 
to attend quhat end that buflines wold come to. 

In the end of December, efter monie delayes, my Lord of Traquaif, 
quho thought to have taken vp my Lord of Balmerrinoch's Supplica'* 
tion to the King, gave him backe his Supplication, and pad to Court, 
taking vp with him to the^^King the haill procefle in writt, tiiat the King's 
will might be declaired in the mater. And at this tyme the Chancelour 
of Scotland [Sir George Hay, Earle of Kinnowll X\ being in the Court, ^ModterHa/t 
depairted this lyfe, and many rumors pall concerning his fucceflbr. 



DMth. 



By § many men's expedlation, in the beginning pf the year 1635, in i^^- 
Jm!^. there fell out two rare thinges, the lyke thereof had not bein feene 
fince the Reformation of Rehgion. The one wes, the calling doune of 
that carpane || wall that divydit the Great Kirk of Edinburgh from the 
LiUe Kirk, quhilk comonlie wes called Matter Robert Brace's Kirk, be« 
cans it wes builded and made vp qtihen he came firll to be Minifler of 
Edinburgh, about 50 yeares before this ; and quherin had hem meikle 
notable dodlrine vttered, and great zeale of Religion (hewed be the andi- 
tours, all thofe yeares ; yet the King wold ^ave it callen doune, that it 
might be a Cathedrall Kirk, be reafon that Edinburgh had gotten a Bif" 
chop be itfelfe ; and albeit Edinburgh wes over (kant of Kirks before, 
and the Great Kirk wes now more vnprofitable for hearing fetmons nor 



• Signet MS. '* proxies ;'* Wodrow MS. '* Adrocati.'' 

t Wodrow MS. *'imdafg06 ane ABsyie." t ^^^' ^S. 34, &, 15. 

$ Contnrj to, bejond. | Signet MS. ''ptfpaiiB ;" Wodrow MS. ^'partltioB.' 
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ever of before, yet few tokens of difcontentment wes fein in the AGni- 
iters or Magiftrats of Edinburgh. Secreit Chriftians might well make 
their moane to God. 

BiMhop Spottift. T^^ other rare thing that fell out wes, that the Bifchop of St Androis 

vrood, Chanoeu ^^g juade Chancelour be the King's patent, and wes inflalled in that 

office the 26 day of this moneth of January. It wes thought be vme 
many, that he being an old infirme man, and verie ynmeit for fo great 
charges both in Kirk and Commonwealth, that this wes only done for a 
preparative that [fome afpyring*] Bifchops of sounger scares [as Max- 
uell, whofe motto might well be, '^ A/perius nihil eft humili dum Jurgit 
in aUumV^ might fucceid to him. Yet the old man yndertakes both* 
This Antichriftian deportment, how vnlyke it is to the cariage of Chrift's 
Apollles I quho, being called imediatlie of Chrift himfelfe, and gifted 
extraordinarlie, fo as they had never any to fucceid to them as Apoftles, 
their charge being " the whole world;" set they found it no reafon to 

Aeu tL 24. Icave the word of God and ferve tables, which notwithftanding wes ane 

ecclefiafticke employment, but they muft neids give themfelves continu- 
allie to prayer, and the reading of the word : 3^^ wicked, worthies, 
graceles, gifties men, (being compared with Apoftles, ) hes ihoulders broad 
enough, even in decripped old age, to beare the burden both of Kirk and 
State I Take 30U their jW vtruifque gladijj and now the Bifchops* pryde 
being come to ane hight, {nee quo progrediatur habet^ ) it may be hoped 
it is nigh to a fall. 

EBsab0th bone. This scarc, 1634, the King's fecond daughter Elizabeth wes bome.t] 

But to retiune to my Lord of Balmerrinoch's procefle. The 8 day 

of March wes appoynted, by the luftice and his deputes, to him to 

compeir before them againe ; for before this tyme they thoght the King, 

having the procefle, wold declair his will, quhilk wes that he fould be 

BafaMrinooh'i put to auc Aflyfc ; and therfore thir 15 wes nominat out of the number 

"^' of them that wer put in the roll : 

• AdT. MS. 34, 5t 14. t What Is here i]icind«d within brackeCa Is also to be 

found In AdT. MS. 84, 6, 14 ; hot none of the other MSS. oontain these reieotions. 
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LOBD BALMERINOCH's ASSYSE. 



Earles Murray. 



Barrons Schirref of Galloway. 5 Earies. 



Lawderdaill. 
Merschell. 
dcmfreis. 
Traquair. 
Lords Johnstoun. 

Foster, [Forrester.] 
Viscount of Stormonth. 



West Nisbet. 

Thorntoune. 

BucE, [Buckie.] 

Lagg. 

Hempsfeild. 

Sir James Baillie, 

Knyghti Gentleman. 



8 Lords. 
7 Barons. 



When my Lord Bahneriinoeh perceaved that the Syfe was going ford- 
ward, and when the Syfers could not efliue the mater, and fundrie great 
accidents had fallin in, quhen his procefle wes in hand, as the ficknes of 
the Earle of Arroll, Chiefe luftice, the death of the Earle of Mar and uan dieth. 
the Chancelour ; and in many of thir dayes alfo there had heene priyie 
meetings of many good Chriftians, in Edinburgh, crying to God for 
comfort to his Kirk in this kingdome, and for particular comfort to the 
Nobleman who was in fuch danger ; but fome of the Noblemen quho 
wer ypon the Syfe fpake their mynds frielie, telling quhat ane danger- 
ous preparative that wes to put ane Nobleman ypon the pannell for fuch 
caufes. And my Lord of Balmerrinoch thought it high tyme to fpeake Babnerrinodi 
for himfelfe ; and therefore had a grave and modeft yet pithie oration to "* "p**^* 
the Judges and to the Syfe, telling how he wes verie willing to fuffer any 
puniflunent quhilk his Maieftie wold infli6t vpon him for any caufe quhat- 
fumever : But [he] behooued to regrait his evill vfage in his waird the 
9 or 10 weeks that now had pad ; in the quhilk long fpace of tyme he 
could never have libertie to take the air, as other prifoners had gotten 
before him ; and albeit he wes difeafed, and called for phifitians, he could 
get none that durfl come to him ; and quhilk wes worft of all, he could 
never get a Minifter to comfort him be hearing of God's word taught to 
him, albeit he payed fundrie Miniiters their ftipends; befeeking the 
ludges and Syfers to take heid quhat they all did, that his innocent blood 
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might not be craved at their hands ; for he protefted in the Lord's pre- 
fence, and before all that honourable meeting, that he knew never ane of- 
fence that he had committed againft his foveraigne lord the King, but la- 
boured continwallie to be als loyall a fubiefl to his Maieftie as he could be. 
And after many fpeaches on all hands, the Syfers wer removed, and 
inclofed as the vfe is, and the Earle of Traquair maid Chancdour there- 
of. The votes being aiked, 7 clenged ^ him abfolutlie, namely, Murray, 
Lawderdaill, Fofter, [Forreiler,] Buccie, [Buckie,] Lag, Hemplfeild, and 
Sir James Bailzie ; other 7 fylled f him, MarfcheU, Dumfreis, Johnftoun, 
Weft Nifbet, Thomtoune, Schirreff of Galloway, and Vifcount of Stor- 
mont, only for conceilling that Supplication, and no otherwayes ; and 
Marfchell did fwear efterhend that he had not fylled him at all, but con- 
feft that he wes fleeprie,t and fpacke not out ; and fo he wes noted as 
fylling him ; for the fyfe fatt all night, and it wes morning before they 
had ended. Thus the one-halfe of the fyfe being againft the other, it 
Convicted. fell the Chaucelotu* to give his vote, and he fyUit him, that he might put 

him in the King's will, alwayes mynding to piu*chafe as great ftvour to 
him as he could. 

My Lord of Balmerrinoch being convi6fced be the greateft part of tbe 

fyfe, quhen it wes read to him, he with a fmyle accepted the fentence 

with a low courtefie, and wes caried vp to the Caftell againe, quher he 

To abyde tiie wcs kecpod in ftraito waird till his Maieftie*s will fould be dedaired ; bat 

Kiqg 8 wiu. jf f^^^ ^^j^ YiQji gotten their will, and if the luftice wold have followed 

their counfell, he had ])eene put to great extremitie before the King had 
declaired his will, quhilk came not to the Counfell quhill the moneth of 
Juhj following. 

But in the interveening, namely, in the moneth of May, there came a 
Warrand from the King that his Counfell fould nominat fome Minifters 
of everie Prefbytrie to be coniun^ luftices of Peace with them, who wer 
alreadie nominat of the gentlemen in the catalogue. Many thoght that 

• Aeqnitted, literallj dctnsed. f Found Urn guflty. TUt pbraseok^ It ooWMa to dittft 

Crimliialproooediiigi of that period. $ Sleoprifo? drow^* 
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this W6S deyyfed be the Bifchops, that Minifters might not thinke it ane 
ynoQUth thiog that Bifchops had fo high preferment in the offices of the 
gpvernement of the countrey and commonwealth ; But when the dyets 
of the conveening of the luHices of Peace came, many Minifters refuifed 
to come to their meetings ; others came and refvufed in their prefens ; yet 
tome accepted of the place, and thoght it a degrie of preferment vnto 

In the moneth of Julij, two Bifchops being depairted this lyfe before, 2 Biacfaopsdies: 
t()ere [were] two put in their places, namelie, the Bifchop of Dumblane 2 TmuportecL 
wes inftalled Bifchop of Aberdein, and the Bifchop of Brechin infl;alled 
Bifchop of Galloway ; and M' Walter Quhytfuird confecrat and made 2 ckmMcrate. 
Bifchop of Brichen, ai\d M' W™. Wedderbume confecrat Bifchop of 
Dmnblane. 

In the moneth of Julij cam^ the Earle of Stirling and Traquair, from Baimennoch re- 
Court, ^nd decliured his Maieftie's will concerning my Lord of Balmer- 
rinoch, that he fould be releived from his Caftell of waird and goe to his 
houfe of Bahnerrinoch, and there remaine boundit within 6 myles about 
him, till his Maieftie's will fould be further knowen, quhilk wes intimat 
to my Lord of Bahnerrinoch ; fo that he came out of the Caftell quyetlie 
the 16 day of July, and went dire£Uie ouer the water to Bahnerrinoch, 
arid there remained abyding the King's farder pleafure and favour. 

It wes noy fed and conftantlie reported that the Bifchop of Canterburrie^ Bj Canterimrrie 
whofe helpe the Bifchops of Scotland yfed in all their affaires, wes a great 
procuirer of this libertie quhilk my Lord of Bahnerrinoch gat ; be reafon 
he, fieing the haill procefle and aflyfe led againft him, found th^t the one 
halfe of the fyfe, quho wer alfo counted the beft men be the King's 
oune cpnfeffion, had clanged him, and that he wes only fylled be die 
other halfe for conceiling that Supplication, faid, that it had been a great 
wrong for to have taken the Nobleman's life in fuch a cafe ; for the 
cuftome of England wesji that all the aflyfers yfes either to dange or 
fylle him that is vpon the pannell. 

At this verie tyme, the Bifchops and feme Minifters made a brute to 
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AbbMies. 



Erbtoao. 



LinqgitOB. 



M«tiw. 



Annivamrie 
ImU. 



pafle, that it wes the King's will that they fould be proTydit to Abbacies ; 
and many of them aflayed that their gifts fould pafle the feales ; but my 
Lord Traquair, his Maieftie's Thefaurar-deput, made the King vnder- 
ftand quhat a great preiudice it wold be to the rent of his Croune, and 
therefore that intention of the Bifchops wes ftayed. 

In the end of Julij the Bifchop of Glafgow caufed funmumd the 
Goodman of Erlftoune before the High Commiifion, for holding out a 
Minifter quhom he had dire^ed to preach in a Kirk of his Diode ; 
quhilk Minifter thoght to have intruded himfelfe into the Kirk againft 
all the parochiners' will, by preaching there vpon a Sabboth efter the 
death of their late Minifter ; and then ferving ane ediSt to bidde the par 
rochiners appeare before the Bifchop on a certaine day to obieft if they 
had any thing againft him, why he might not be their Minifter : And 
becaus my Lord of Lome wes patrone to that Kirk, he compeired with 
the Goodman of Kelftoune, [Erlftoun ?] and aflSrmed that quhat he had 
done, it wes done be his direction, as patron ; fo the mater wes def^»red 
to another day. 

At this tyme alfo, M' W"". Livingftoun, Minifter at Lanrick, ane aged 
man, had employed his oune fone, (quho wes a Minifter in Ireland, but 
had beene filenced be the Bifchops there, ) to helpe at the giving of his 
Communion in Lanrick ; and for this caufe he wes fumoned before the 
High Commiffion, that they might ftay fuch thinges in tyme comeing : 
But the Lord fo affifted him with wifdome, zeale, and courage, that 
in defending his oune deid from all iuft offence, he layed their heynous 
crymes to their charge, that they repented that they had fummoned him, 
and were fayne to difmiffe him, faying, that they wold beare with him, 
becaus he wes ane aged man. , 

Sicklyke, in the moneths of Auguft and September, the E|ifchop of 
Edinburgh caufed fumond Johne Meane, a merchand, before the Preft>y- 
terie, he being prefent himfelfe, and accufed him that he wilf uUie refuifed 
the Magiftrats of the tpune to come to the Kirk vpon a day appoynted 
for a folemne faft ; but he anfwered that the day appoynted for that faft 
wes a day appoynted to be anniverfarie, and he vnderftood that no fuch 
day could be appoynted for a faft nor for a feaft neither. But after 
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many fpeaches and delayes, calling him before them, they leave off to 
trouble him any further, feing the ground of their accufation wes not 
good. 

In the moneth of November, the Bifchop of Edinburgh being into the Minisurs of E*. 
Prefbytrie, and the Minifters of Edinburgh being to give the Commu- 
nion to their people in the fird two Sundayes in the next moneth, many 
thought that this wes done that they might draw the Communion to be 
given at Yoole in the yeares following ; and fearing lead the people 
fould not frequentlie communicat with them, complained to the Bifchops 
that the nighbour Minifters gave not the Communion with them kneel- 
ing ; and therefore, if he wold not make them to conforme, they wold 
leave their conformitie, and give the Communion in the old forme. To 
the quhilk complaint the Bifchop anfwered litle, but bad them perfift in 
their doing, and he fould take order with the reft qtihen occafion 
ferved. 

In the moneth of Nov'., the Earle of Traquair brogfat home the Baimeriaoch en. 
King's Warrand to the Lord Balmerrinoch, quherby his Maieftie gave ^"^^ 
his oune efcheat, and enlarged his libertie to doe his affaires in any toune 
of the countrey. 

In the end of the yeare, in December, the Bifchop of Sandlandrois ^^' 
caufed fummond M' Walter Greig, Minifter at Balmerrinoch, before the 
High Commiffion, quho had been Minifter ther 14 yeares, and with the 
Bifchop's oune confent wes admitted firft fellow-helper to M' Thomas 
Douglas, ane aged Minifter, and efter his death ferved that cure without 
any hinderance 5 or 6 yeares ; yet, becaus he wes not conforme, they 
lay this fault to his charge, that he had not taken on that miniftrie 
rightlie vpon him, becaus he had never receaved collation be his Bifchop ; 
and therefore, intrudeing himfelfe in that place, he behooved to render ; 
but gave him [till] Pafche nixt to provyde himfelfe to fome other place, 
for he wes a maried man, and had 6 children : And albeit M' Walter 
cleered himfelfe of any intrusion, yet they wold not alter their conclufion. 
So this year ended. 
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A BBIIFI DlftCftlPTION OF THE WICKED PRACTISES OP CUE SCOTTISH 
PRELATSy MAID AGAINST THEM QUHEN THET WEE IN THEIE GEEAT- 
EST GEANPEUEy THE 4 NOV*. 1634. 

Our Prelats fticke 
In Gkxi's fabricke, 
A Popifli tricke. 
And lies doe ioyne : 



Loyes Babers 
Her duft they lick. 
Pope Catholick 
Decores on*s wyne. 

Gold they doe crave, 
Lands they wold have, 
Their flocks deceave^ 
Make good men lurke : 

Grace as a flave 
They dofe in cave ; 
Quho can coneeave 
Quhat greife they worke ! 

Blind is that eye 
Which doeth not fie 
Their treacherie ; 
Tbogh they pretend 

Confonnitie 
To God's decree, 
Yet they doe lie ; 
Looke to their end I 
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They worke with flight 
Both day and night, 
Subvert all right, 
And iuftice wray : 

They lett « the light, 
Yet worke in fight 
With their haill might, 
None canf gain&y. 

Lords of renonne. 
Yea, nixt the Croune, 
Are holden doune 
As they thinke meit : 

In buigh and toune. 
Ok fliaimles lowne. 
With his filk goune. 
Bravados the ffareet. 

MaflTe fongs they fing. 
Dead bellis they ring, 
Ood's tnieth they wring, 
Hellis way they goe : 

From thence doeth fpiing 
Each monftrous thing. 
Which State and King 
Will bring to woe. 



The traeth thereof we fie now, anno 16444 

* Signet MS. " hate." t Signet MS. <• dan." 

X ThU tppetfi to be a dear indJotion flat this Hbtcry, or t b—t one of fliediHginiHri«iiftrinliof 
k, waabfotght toft eonehMiftn ia the jear lSi4, 
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Reasons why our Now, to put an end to this Hillorie, I have been confidering quhat is 
her sinceritie. the maine caufe why this Kirk of Scotland hes fallen fo farre from her 

firfl finceritie, and had fuffered all thir corruptions to come in, quhilk 
we with greife of heart may fie evidentlie this day ; and that I take to 
be the alteration of the govemement thereof, quhilk wes fo weill efta- 
blifched according to God's Word, and bringing in this govemement be 
Bifchops ; quhilk burdens the Kirk with vnneceflarie ceremonies, and 
nocent impofitions, and make ws altogether conforme to the Kirk of 
England. 

And quhair[as] it may be obiedted that this Kirk is governed by Kirk- 
fefllions, Prefbytries, and Aflemblies, as of before ; it is anfwered, That the 
want of our frie Generall Aflemblies, quhilk held all Kirk-feflionsi Pref- 
bytries, and other Provinciall Aflemblies, in good order, makes thir other 
ludicatories to be nothing but fliadowes of govemement ; feing the Pro- 
vinciall Aflembhes ar now turned in Diocefian meetings, or rather in 
Bifchops' Courtes, quhair Minifters hes nothing adoe but give their pre- 
fence, and ihew that meikle obedience to their ordinar, the Bifchop ; but 
hes no frie vote to controll any thing that the Bifchop pleafes to doe, 
feing he is fupreame commander, and his negative voyce controlles all 
the affirmative voyces that can be given. And quhen the Provinciall 
Aflemblies are come to fuch a cormption, quhat can the Prefbytries doe 
quhen they have no power to choofe their oune Moderator, as they wer 
wont to doe ? But the Bifchop in his Diocefian meeting choofes fuch a 
one as he pleafes ; and knowes that he will fufier nothing to be done in 
the Prefbytrie preiudiciall to his authoritie and courfe quherin he walkes : 
And if he fufpedt him to doe otherwayes, of ane conftant Moderator, he 
makes him vnconftant, and impofes feme other in his roume quho will 
doe as he commands ; and no wonder, feing there ar fo many Minifi:ers 
in everie Prefbytrie quhom the Bifchop hes placed in their miniftrie ; 
many of them comeing in thefe places without the confent of the Prefby- 
trie, and againfl the defire of the parochiners. 

And incafe it be obiedted, qtihat is the caufe that IVfinifters oppofite to 
the Bifchops' govemement hes never ihowen their mynds and llieir dif- 
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contentment to the world, in due tyme, before corruption came to fuch 
a great higfat ? anfwered, They wold have done fo, if the Bifchops had 
not fwome and profeft, both privatlie and publico, that they wer to doe 
nothing in that commiflSonrie that wes broght on them, quherby they 
wer to get vote in Parliament, and aflift the King's maiellie in his adoes, 
for the Weill of God's Kirk, but that which fould be dire6ted them to 
doe be Generall Aflemblies of the Kirk : And the King's maieftie, fo 
long as he wes in Scotland, with great attellations and folemne promifes, 
afluired this Kirk that he wes never to ereft Bifchops, nor to give them 
any authoritie nor preheminencie above their brethren of the miniftrie ; 
and therefore, quhen the worthie fervants of God faw evidentlie that the 
King's maiellie wold have them ere6ted, and to the end he might attaine 
to that purpofe with the greater eafe, did baniflie fome faithfull Minifters 
out of his dominions, and never fuffered t^em to come home againe ; 
-others he put to the home, and made them outlawis, that they durft not 
keepe their oune houfes ; others he wairded in ftraite wairds, both Mi- 
nifters and profeflburs ; others he confyned in fuch places as they might 
dod no hindrance to his intenfions ; and many, both Minifters and pro- 
feflburs, were threatned to keepe filence, incaife they wold not incurre 
tJ^e King's high indignation. 

All thir thinges made the faithfull fervants of God to be the more 
lilent indeed, except they cryed to God, in their prayers, to fend his Kirk 
x-eleife from fuch bondage ; and yet the finceareft and moft zealous of 
tdie miniftrie wer fpeaking againft thir new come in corruptions, both in 
tiieir fermons and their conferences ; quhilk made fome of them to be 
^removed from their flockes quho had gotten fo great good be them, and 
^vnworthie worldlie-mynded men, quho wer conforme, put in their places, 
<]uho never hes done any good in their miniftrie. So that, confidering 
<]uhat hes bein the part of the faithfull and godlie fervants of Chrift in 
iuch difficill tymes, I have thoght good, in concluOon of this Hiftorie, to 
make mention of the names of fome of them heft knowen to me, that 
1x>th in their lyfetyme and at their death have fpocken againft this hier- 
^urchie of Bifchops in this Kirk ; and have condemned both their eftate 
4Eaid place as being the vtter overthrow of Religion amongft ws. 
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Namos of some 
fatthfuU Mint, 
sters in our Re- 
fomuition 
Against Bischopt 
end Uieir ftinc- 
tions. 

Knox. 

M' John Row. 



Lowsono. 



Cnig, ArlraUi- 
noty Dim« Pont« 
A. Hay, O. Hay, 

Mylne, Smei- 
tone. 

M' John Spotis- 
wood. 



I neid liUe to fpeake of M' Knox, of whom I have fpocken alieadie 
in this Hiftorie, quho continaallie inveighed, at all opportune oocafionsy 
againll the amhition and authoritie of Bifchope, efpeciallie efter that M' 
Beza had writtin that letter to him concemmg them ; neither of M' Jo-. 
Row, Miniiler at Perth, quho at that AflemhUe following in the year of 
God 1575, in Edinhurgh, quhen Jo'^. Durie, Minifter of Edinhuigh^ 
proponed the queftion. Whither Bifchops, as they wer prefentlie in this 
Kirk, with fuch authoritie, both ecclefiafticall and ciy\ll, as they had, wer 
lawfull or not ? M' 3o\ Row, at the firft hearing, being Moderator of 
that Aflemblie, thoght them lawfulf ; but, efter long deputation, he and 
all they that tooke that part of the argument wer forced to confefle their 
errour ; and therefore fpacke againil Bifchops all his dayes. So did M' 
James Lowfone, then Minifter of Edinburgh ; and for his oppoGtion to 
that and to evill courfes then in hand, wes baniflied, and died fuffering 
for the good caufe. 

And no lefle may be fpocken of all the brethren of the miniftzie in 
thofe dayes, quho wer either compted godlie or zealous ; for they aU 
fpoke boldlie and openhe, fo long as they Uved, againft that Hierarchie, 
and never keeped filence till they wer vtterlie removed. I name there* 
fore fome of them, to their perpetuall praife ; as M' Jo-. Craig, Alex'. 
Arbuthnot, the Latfd of Dune, M' Rob^ Pont, M' Andro Hay, M' 
George Hay, M' Andro Mylne, M' Thomas Smeitone, &c. Tlien I 
fpeake more particularlie of M' Jo-. Spottifwood, father to this fame 
Bifchop of St Andrews, but yet never wold have given confent that his 
fone fould have accepted fuch a place and vnlawfull calling ; feing that 
his oune admiflion to the miniftrie, (quhilk is fett doune, in print, in our 
Pfalme bookes, ) quhen Mafter Knox aflced fundrie queftions at him^ to 
the quhilk he anfwered both foundlie and holilie. In end, this queftion 
being aflced at him : '* Becaus 30W ar a man compafled with infiimitieB, 
will 30W not charitablie, and with lowlines of fpirit, receave admoni- 
tion of your brethren ? And if 30W fall happen to flyde, or offend in any 
poynt, will 30W not be fubie6t to the difcipline of the Kirk, as the reft of 
the brethren ?'* He gave this worthie anfwer : <^ I acknowledge myfelfe 
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a mail fabled; to infirmitie, and ane that hath neid of corre^on or ad« 
monitioii ; and therefore I moil willmglie fubie£t my felfe to the whol* 
fome difcipline of the Kirk, sea, to the difcipline of the fame Ku*k by 
the quhich I am now called to this, office and charge ; and heir, in God's 
prefence and jours, doe promeis obedience to all admonitions, fecretlie 
or publi£llie given ; vnto the which, if I be found inobedient, I confefle 
myfelfe mod worthie to be eie£led not only &om this honour, but alfo 
from the focietie of the faithfull, incaife of my (lubbomes ; for my voca- 
tion of Grod to beare charge within this Kirk makes not men tyrrans 
nor lords, but appoynts them fervants, watchmen, and pallors to the 
flockes." 

Nixt to him, I remember David Ferguflbne, quho wes ane a6lor, and David Fergus- 
faw all the progrefle of the Reformation of this Kirk ; and albeit he wes ^'^* 
not graduat in a Colledge, yet Grod wroght fo with him, that being placed 
in a verie idolatrous and fuperftitious part of the countrey to be their Mi- 
nifter, be the power of God's word, quhilk he preached both with bold- 
nes and holines, he broght that people to a verie good order, knowledge 
of the trueth, and obedience to the difcipline of the Kirk. He it wes that 
compaired the ere£ling of Bifchops in this Kirk to that Troian horfe, as 
hath been fpocken ; and a htle before he depairted this lyfe, he faw that 
Bifchops wer ryfeing vp in this Kirk, he faid, ^^ If our King get Eng- 
land, (as I am fure he will, ) I am perfwadit that he will ere6l Bifchops 
in this Kirk alfo ; and then adew both with the weilfaire of this Kirk and 
polide of ours : And thogh I hope in God never to fie it, set there ar 
joung men may fie it ; and then jee will remember that I fpacke it afore- 
hand I" 

About this fame tyme that David Feiguflbne depairted this life, M' m* Robert roI. 
RoK RoUock, a verie holie, learned man, Principall of Edinburgh Col- 
ledge, and then ane of their Minifters, depairted this lyfe alfo ; quho wes 
named to be ane of the Conmuffioners of the Generall Aflemblie : But, 
Bs he profeft at his death, he wes not fett to alter any good order that 
wes in this Kbrk ; for he looked ever to God's glorie, and to the peace 
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of the Kirk, in Jefus Chrift. This faithfiill fervant of God 
declairs in that worthie Commentar that he hes fett out vpon the £phe- 
fians, (quhilk is fo highlie commended be the mod famoos Theologues 
in this part of the world, ) that the eftate of Bifchops, as they «r lords 
oyer the brethren, ar to be condemned. Look that part of his Com- 
mentar, Ephef. iv. 11 ; be quhilk text of Scripture he evidentlie proves 
Paftors and Bifchops to be all one, albeit now-adayes, Minifters, who wold 
faine be made Bifchops, takes that place of Scripture to prove the law* 
fulnes of the eftate of Bifchops above Paftors. 

M' Jo*. David. Nizt to M' Ro^ RoUock, I remember M' Jo". Davidfone, a learned 

man and a worthie preachour ; albeit many thoght not fo, becaus of his 
plane forme of delyverie of his do6trine. He a long tyme being broght 
vp in England, and feing the corruption of Bifchops there, he came to 
Scotland, and wes Minifter, (at the leaft, taught ordinarlie everie Sab- 
both day in Edinburgh ; ) and in his tyme, fieing the appearance of the 
ryfeing of Bifchops, and inveighing againft that corruption att all occa- 
fions, wes removed from Edinburgh, and placed Minifter at Preftoun- 
pannes, quher he ere£ted and biggit a Kirk and a fchooUe ; and to that 
end, fold his oune patrimonie, haveing no children, and dedicat all the 
meanes that he had, with the charitie that he obtained from vthers, to 
that godlie worke, for the mentainance of that miniftrie and fchooll, in 
all tyme comeing. This fervant of God, in ane open Aflemblie quher 
vote in Parliament wes condudit to the Minifters as the thrid eftate of 

His ProphMie. the kiugdomc, protefted againft the concluiion, and faid plainlie, ^* I fie 

the lowne Bifchop creeping in into our Kirk be this meane !" And a 
litle before his death penned a Treatife, De Hq/tibus EcclefitB Ckri/H^ 
quherin he affirmes that the ere£ting of Bifchops in this Kirk is the moft 
fubtill thing to deftroy Religion that ever could have bein devyfed, 
quhilk they that lived to fie the effects of it wold eafillie grant. 

^'J^^ ^^^^' After him I remember M' Johne Johnftoun, a godlie learned man, 

commendit be Theodore Beza in ane of his Epiltles. He wes ane of 
the Matters of the New CoUedge of St Andrewes with M' Androw Mel- 
vill. He fett out a Treatife in print, concerning the Govemement of 
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the Church, in two bookes. In the firfl, he improves the Vnlawfiill 
(jovemement of the Church be the Bifchops ; in the nixt, he approves 
the Right Govemement of the Church be Prefbytries [and] AiTemblies ; 
and all be clear and plaine teftimonies of Scripture, and vnanfwerable 
arguments drawen from the fame.* 

Now, in thir lad tymes, fpeaking of them quho ar bed knowen to 
many, both Minifters and profeflburs, I will fpeake of M' Robert Bruce, M' Robert 
Minifter at Edinburgh ; of M' Patrick Symfone, Minifter at Sthrling ; 
M' Alex'. Home, Minifter at Logic befyde Stirling ; M^ Ro^ Boyd, 
firft made Profeflbur of Divinitie in the CoUedge of Edinburgh, and then 
Minifter there alfo ; but becaus the Afinifters quho wer then conforme 
could not get him conforme to their iudgments in all things, they la- 
boured to get him removed, fo he wes Minifter att Paifley. And I will 
fpeake of M' Jo"*. Carmichell, Minifter at Kinnocher, [Kilconquhar ;] and 
of M' Jo*^. M^urray, of quhom we have fpocken many things alredie ; 
as alfo, we might fpeake lairgelie of many others, both yet living, and 
refting with the Lord. 

But of thofe quhom we have named, I will relate fome things fchortlie, 
to our prefent purpofe. Concerning M' Ro\ Bruce, I thinke no man 
that knowes his iudgment aQd heard him preach, but is perfwaded that he 
vtterlie condemned the eftate of Bifchops, and fuffered much trouble for 
that caufe ; and in his laft words, immediatlie before his death, did the 
lame. 

As for M^ Patrick Symfone, albeit he condemned at all tymes the al- i^^a^rick S701. 
teration of the order of this Kirk, and bringing in of Bifchops, yet he 
wes deceaved (as he himfelfe confefled) in this, that he thoght that the 
firft ryfing of the Bifchops, they wold never have broght in with them 
fuch corruptions as he did fee, before God tooke him out of this lyfe ; 
and therefore, imediatlie before his death, after the laft fermon that ever 
he made, quhen a brother of the miniftrie aiked at him : *< Sir, now sow 

• Mr George Paton here interpolatea, in the text of tlw Signet MS., ^M* Black, at St Andrews ; M* 
Fermey Fraserbnrgh ; M* Barrie, Aberdeen.*' 

2a 
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grante that 30W are verie weake, and I fear 30W byde not long with ws, 
quhat fay 30 w now of the eftate of our Kirk ?*' He anfwered, holdmg 
vp both his hands above his head, ** Alace, I fie all the midding of the 
mucke of the corruption of the Kirk of England comeing on vpon ws, 
and it will wracke ws, if God fend not helpe in tyme 1" 

M" Alex'. HonM. As for M*^ Alcx'. Home, he hes left ane Admonition in writt behinde 

him to the Kirk of Scotland ; quherin he affirmes that the Bifchops quho 
then wer fafl r3rfeing vp had left the fincere Minifters that wold fidne 
have keeped ftill the old govemement of the Kirk, and the Minifters hes 
not left them ; eameftlie defyring the Bifchops to forfaike that courfe 
they wer vpon, or els their defeAion from their good brethren wold be 
r^ftrat to their fchame afterward. 

>r Robert Boyd. As for M' Robert Boyd, he wes fo learned and holy a man, endued 

with fuch great gifts, both in teaching of his leaflbns in the Colledge, 
and in his publi£l teaching in the Kirk, that many flocked to him 
to hear his do£trine quherever he taught^ and prayfed God great* 
umlie for him ; quhilk maid his brethren, the reft of the Minifters 
of Edinburgh, or the greateft part of them, to hate him the more : 
And albeit he never plainlie inveyghed againft the eftate of Bifchops 
openlie in his fermons ; yea, he went as far fordward with them in many 
things as he doght, to give them contentment ; yet his brethren, know- 
ing his iudgroent in thefe maters, never ceafed till he wes removed ; and 
bdng made Minifter at Paifley, quhilk wes a neft of Papifts, he wes per* 
fecuted there, and euill handled many wayes, both in his bodie and in his 
goods, quherby he fell in heavy difeafes and great ficknes ; and being 
tranfported to Edinburgh, that the doctors there might cure him, fome 
of the Minifters of Edinburgh came fome tymes to vifite him, to fie if he 
wold regrate his removing out of Edinburgh, quhilk he knew wes wroght 
be their means ; but he, never fpeaking of that, regraited the pitifull 
eftate of this Kirk, and plainlie there condemned this hierarchic of 
Bifchops (thefe wer his verie wordes) quhilk wes come to our Kirk, and 
condemned them for following that courfe ; befeeking them to be better 
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inftnunents for the propagation of God's glorie then they wer, and with- 
ftand that corruption of Bifchops, be all meanes they coidd ; heartillie 
forgiveing them for any thing that wes done to him^ for he profefled hia 
oune weaknes and ynmeitnes to be in fuch a holie calling as he was 
placed in ; and no marvell he did fo, becaus, of a weill gifted man, he wes 
one of the mod modeil men that wes in the miniilrie in all this kingdome. 

As to M' Jo°. Carmichell, he wes not inferiour to any Minifler in this H- John Car. 
countrey, in all fort of learning and good knowledge, and withall a great 
philofopher ; quhilk he kythit many tymes to the admiration of all that 
heard him, both ftrangers and his oune brethren of the miniilrie ; quhilk 
maid M' Andro Melvill, fome tyme his mafter, to alBrme, that M' Johne 
Carmichell wes much more learned then himfelfe. He wes, moreover, 
a mod zealous preacher of God's word ; inveighing, all this tyme, againll 
the diforder that wes broght into God's hous, in this land, be the altera- 
tion of the good old govemement therein. With the quhilk aflertions 
and poynt of dodlrine, he alfo being come to Edinburgh, there to get 
helpe for his difeafe, he ended his courfe and depairted this lyfe. Yet a 
Minifter of Edinburgh, quho had been vifiting him a litle before his 
death, finding him fo weake that he thoght he fould never fpeake againe, 
but prefentlie to give vp the ghofl, comeing out from him, and meeting 
with ane hqneil man, ane burges of Edinburgh, quhom he had drawen 
to conformitie, told him that he had been vifiting M' Jo". Carmichell, 
whofe fpeach wes layd. 

Not long before, fpeaking of the ceremonies that wer come into this 
Kirk, and his iudgment being alked concerning them, ^< He compaired 
them (faid he) to pafments vpon cloathes, that fuppofe the cloathes might 
want them, set quhen they have them they ar ornaments vnto them.*' 
Immediatlie efter, this honed man meeting with ane other nighbour, a 
burges of Edinburgh, quho wes not confonne, tellis him this that their 
Minifter had told him, that M' Jo'^. Carmichell had fo fpocken before 
his fpeech wes layd : But the other anfwered, **I marvell that any honeft 
man fould fo fpeake of his brother in the miniftrie ;" and therefore re- 
queailed this honeft man to goe in to Mr Jo°. Carmichell himfelfe, and 
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he hoped that he fould yet fpeake and tell his oune mynd ; quherto he 
confented : And fo they both went in to him.; and he, being verie 
weake, and not defyrous to fpeake, the honed man himfelfe, quho wes fo 
informed be his Minifter, cryes to him, ^' Sir, will 3ee tell ws sour iudg- 
ment of thir ceremonies and ordours now come in to our Kirk ? They 
fay that see compair them to pafments vpon doathes, that the doathes 
may want them, but set quhen they ar put on, they are ane ornament 
vnto them I** For as weake as he wes, he raifed himfelfe vp in his bed, 
and faid, ** The Lord knowes, 1 never made fuch comparifon. Indeid, 
I have heard fome Minifters fpeake fo ; but, I afluir 30W, this comeing 
in of Bifchops and ceremonies in our Kirk, if they be not haftillie re* 
moved againe, fall vtterlie wrack and deftroy it ! The Lord help it, for 
Chrift's fake I'' 

M' John Mar. Now, for M' Jo'^. MuTTay, all the tyme he wes lying vpon his death- 
'*^* bed, he profeil that this wes his reioyceing, that he never confented to the 

blecking and diffigureing of that faire, well favoured face of this Kirk of 
Scotland ; aflureing all that came to vifite him, that his keeping of him- 
felfe cleane from the prefent corruptions of this Kirk, albeit he did it in 
great weaknes, wes the cheife thing that comforted him in that his great 
extremitie ; and faid further, ** If they that have broght in or confented 
to thir corruptions wer in this cafe that I am in, awaiting vpon the 
Lord's vifitation to take me out of this lyfe, they wold either repent their 
courfe that they have runne into, or elfe they fould never find fuch com- 
fort in their death as I find at this tyme I Blefled be the name of my 
gracious God, thairfor, in Chrift Jefus, my onlie JSaviour !'* 



Booke of Cm- In the year 1636, the Bifchops c^ufed fome Cannons to be printed in 

Aberdein, fetting them furth vnder the King's authoritie, that this Kirk 
of Scotland might give obedience to them, to the number of 80 ; devyd- 
ing the Booke in fo many chapters, everie cap. conteining fo many Ca« 
nons. The Bifchops caufed fparpell [divyde] them amongft the Prelby* 
tries of the Diocies. Ther wer not many impious things or novelties in 
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them ; but, appearandlie, they wer fett out that men might know that 
other Cannons more impious, to be afterwards fett out, might be alfo 
imbraced. Now, it wes ever confefled and acknowledged be King 
James, and all fecular powers, that the Cannons concerning a Kirk fould 
be fett out be the reprefenitatiye Kirk, and not be particular perfones ; 
quhilk can be no other but a Generall Aflemblie, lawfullie conveined, 
and advyfeing weill quhat is mod expedient for the Kirk and people of 
God. 

[This scare Anna, the King's daughter, wes borne in the moneth of adda borne. 

May.*] 

Li the moneth of May, the Earle of Traquair, quho wes the Thefaur- Traqnair The- 
er-deput, wes now, be the Earle of Morton's dimiffion, made High The- * 
faurer of Scotland; quherat the Bifchops wer litle contented, feing he had 
hindered their defignes in getting the Abbacies vnto them and thehr fol- 
lowers ; fo that M' Johne Maxuell, Bifchop of Rofs, [that proud and H*^«* ^ ^• 
paughtie peice,t] quho thoght that he had moil credit with the King, 
vowed, that either he fould breake the Thefaurer's craig, or he fould 
breck his I Quherfore, when Traquair wes informed efterhend, and 
went yp to Court, and complained vpon the Bifchop, the King tooke 
away that quarrell and reconciled them. [Sed magnatum insjunt imr 

martales IX\ 

In the moneth of July, M' Thomas Sydferffe, Bifchop of Galloway, Rntherfinrd 
efter that at fundrie dyats he had conferred in privat with Mr Samuell drf^." ^*^" 
Rutherfiiird, Minifter at Anweth, within his Diocie, and could not draw 
him to conformitie with him, he caufed him, be a decreit of High Com- 
miffion, to be confyned within the toune of Aberdein induiring the King's 
will, and fo he removed from his oune people ; albeit great moyen wes 
made, both be Noblemen and others, and efpeciallie be his oune congre- 
gation it felfe, to have gotten him confyned within his oune parroche ; 
yet none could availl. So he removed, and findrie of his oune congre- 
gation convoyed him to the toune of Aberdein with a great regrate of 
the want of fuch a paftor, fo holie, that Sydferfe, now being turned ane ^<^ <!!^^ 

• Adr. MS. 84, 5, U. t i&«<- 

^ Adddd bj M* WQL Row, Adr. MS. 84» 5, U. 
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Rutherfulrd's 



Prophesies. 



A singular Pro* 
Tidence. 



Arminian, and M' Samuel! having this fame seare, 1636) fet out a learned 
booke againft Arminians, [intituled, Bsercitaiumes ApologeHctB pro 
Divina gratia : Quherat the Anninian Bifchops might well gnaw their 
tongues and gnafli their teith, for bittemes and indignation of fpirit ; 
but could make no anfuer to it, (for Maxuell, quhen he had read it, iaid, 
he did not expe£t that any Puritan in Scotland had had fo much learn- 
ing I ) This, with the want of conformitie, hightened his perfecution. 

M' Samuell Rutherfuird wrote from Aberdeine verie many Letters to 
his owne people, [and] to many others of all rankes ; quhilk, by the 
blefling of God, did great good, not only to thofe to quhom they were 
writen, but to others to whofe view in Providence they came : So that 
fundrie began to gather them together, and have whole bookes full of 
them ; quhilk, if they were printed, I am confident, through the Lord's 
rich mercie and blefling, wold not faile to doe much good ; for in them 
there are handled many neceflarie cafes of confcience, quhairin perplexed 
foules might get refolution : Alfo, they fpeake much to the tymes and 
Bifchops' tyrranie ; alfo thair are in them fome prophefies, quhilk the 
Lord caufed his fervant vtter by pen, and now fince that hes fulfilled by 
proof and experience, concerning the downfall of the Bifchops, the re- 
ftoring of the Kirk of God, the worke of Reformation, the X^eague and 
Covenant of Scotland and England, quhilk he compares to Judah and 
Ifrael ; vfing the words of the prophet Jeremiah 1. 4, 5. 

It hes bein a worthie remark, that all the Bifchops and enemies of the 
caufe of God did, plotted, [and] pradtifed againft the caufe, the Lord 
(that admirable alchymift I ) hes turned that verie fame to the promoving 
of his worke ; He thus extracting light out of darknes ! Among the refl, 
it wes fo heir, in M' Rutherfuird his confynement in Aberdeine ; quhair 
he, in fome Anninian points, put the chiefefl of the DD. thair to filence, 
by exchanging of papers; but, efpeciaUie, by carefull hearing and 
obferving of their corrupt doClrine ; quhilk affborded ground and mater 
of challenge, and iuil caufe of depofition to fuch as wer guiltie, anno 
1640, at the Generall Aflemblie holden at Aberdein, in July.*] 



^ This Iws been fopplied from Adr. MS. 34, 5, 14; and it hu been conaidered preftnUe to insert it 
in this place, rather tlian among the Additions and Tarioos Readings. 
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In the moneth of Augufl, there came out, in print, a Treatife called, RMx«miiiaa<m. 
" A Re-examination of the Fyve Articles enafled at Perth 1618 ;'* 
quherin alfo wes a treatife concerning the Lord's Sabboth ; becaus a Bif* Saboth. 
chop of England fent out a booke about the lawfulnes of vfeing of paf- 
tyme ypon the Sabboth day, efter the preaching or fervice. 

In the moneth of September, the Bifchops of Ireland, haying removed 
fundrie Miniflers from their places for not conformitie, and having ex- 
communicat them that they might have put them in prifons ; 3 or 4 Mi- 
niflers, M*" Rob*. Blair, M' Jo", Livingftoun, and M'Johne McClelland, BUur,LWing- 
and fundrie godlie Chriilians alfo, having caufed a (hipp to be bigged, leiun. 
they, their wyfes and their children, takes voyage to Nova Anglia ; but 
the water * being tempefluous, and the fchip being not tight enough, 
loft her ruther ; and with great danger, quhen the voyage wes midgate 
pail, came backe againe to Ireland in the begining of the moneth of 
Nov'. 

And about this tyme came home M' Jo", Maxuell, Bifchop of Rofs, Semee Booke. 
from Court, havmg the Deane of Edinburgh with him, with a new Ser- 
vice Booke to be made vfe of be all Minifters and Readers ; quhilk 
booke wes prefented to the King's Counfell that they might approve the 
fiunen. 

About this fame tyme [in Nov'. I636f] the Reader and Schoolmafter 
of Kirkabit, [Kirkcudbright,] brother to M' Samuell Riitherfuird foirfaid, RutberftiM. 
being called before the High Commiffion, wes comanded to leave the faid 
toune and his calling, and to provyde himfelfe to live in fome other 
place 10 myles from Kirkabuit, [Kirkcudbright,] betwixt that day to Wit- 
fonday next. 

In the moneth of December following, the Minifters of Edinburgh 
gave the Communion vpon Ymll day, being Sonday ; and fo this year ^<x^« ^>^' 
1636 ended. 

In the year of God 1637) in the beginning of the moneth of Apryle, 1687. 
the Communion wes given in Irwin be M' David Dick,{ Mlnifter there ; niokaoii. 

* The oUier MSa read '« Weather." t Adr. MS. 84, 5» U. 

t Adr. MS. 34, 5, 14, reads «« IMflkwn.** 
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irdand Perteeo* at the quhilk Commumon [were] fundrie of the baniflit Minifters out of 

Ireland, and other good Proteftants alfo [quho] left Ireland, and came 
whole houlholdes, their wyfes, biumes, and families, and dwelt in Irwing 
for the comfort of their oune confciences ; fuch wes the great perfecu- 
tion of fome Bifchops and conforme Minifters agamft thofe that wold not 
conforme. [Thus, Antichriftian Prelats wer raging in Ireland againft 
Chrift, His Caufe, Minifters, and Members.*] 

About this tyme came out alfo a new printed Treatife, called *^ Ane 
Abridgement of the Fyve Articles enadled at Perth 1618,'* conteining 
cheiflie the Re-examination of two of thefe Articles vrged, namelie, 
againft Kneelling at the receaving of the Sacrament of the Supper, and 
againft Feftivall dayes. 



Abridgement 2 
Articles. 



serTice Booka In the moucth of Julj, efter a calme, rofe a ftorme ; for the Service 

Bookes being now printed, and fome of them boght be fome Minifters, 
and fome profeflburs alfo, their came out, in writt, Arguments and Rea- 
fons why the faid Service Booke fould not be receaved in this Kirk of 
Scotland ; fliowing many errors and faults ; for the Bifchops, in their 
Synods in the moneth of Apryle, accordingly, had intimat to the MSni- 
fters that the Service Booke fould be commanded be authoritie to be 
redd and receaved in the Kirks : But all Minifters did not receave, but 
fpake againft it and them that had confented. Therefore the Bifchops 
commanded all Minifters [to] fie quhat fault they could find in the faid 
[Service] Booke, and give them in at their nixt Synods, quhilk vfes to 
be keeped in October following. But the Bifchop of Edinburgh, per- 
ceaving fome errors of the Booke to be alreadie marked, and that the 
people [were] takeing notice thereof, he thoght good to preveine the 
tyme quhilk wes granted to the Minifters ; and therefore caufed print 

B. of Ed-, edict, ane cdidl, and fend it to all the Minifters of Edinburgh and other l^fini- 

fters of his Diocie, defyreing them to read it openlie, to advertife the 
people that the Service Books wer printed ; and being allowed by autho- 
ritie, wold be read and behoved to be receaved the Sabboth following. 



• Added hj W Wm. Row, Adr. MS. S4, k, 14. 
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The Miiuflers having receaved the edi£l the 16 day of July, being July 16. 
Sunday, and fould have read it efter the fermon ; fome of them wold 
not read it all, fome did cad it doune to the Reader that he might read, 
and fome fo read it as it might be fein that they cared not whither the 
edi6l wes obeyed or not. Alwayes, M^ Patrick Henderfone, [Henry- M' Patrick Hen- 
fone,] Reader in the Great Kirk of Edinburgh, refuifed to read it ; and '^"^ 
therefore, afterward, both the Bifchop and Counfell of Edinburgh affuired 
him that he behoved to give over his place, quhilk he condefcended 
vnto ; fo that all that weeke, and the nixt Sonday, in the morning alfo, 
he faid the prayers with many teares ; quherat the people wer wonder- 
fiillie moved, confidering that he had bein fo many yeares in that place, 
and proved a good and faithfull man in his calling. 

When this Sonday, the 23 of July, came, the Bifchop of Edinburgh, Jniy 28, 
efter the ordinar prayers wer read in the morning, broght in the Service 
Booke to the pulpit, about ten houres ; and his Dean fatt in the Reader's 
feat with his Service Booke before him, in the Great Kirk. In fome 
other Kirks the lyke wes done be other Minifters, (but in other Kirks 
there was no Service Booke fein that day. ) Now, fo foone as the Bif- 
chop keail vp his Service Booke, and began to read thereon, and the 
people faw the Deane open his Booke alfo, all the common people, efpe- 
ciallie the women, rofe vp with fuch a clamour and vprore that nothing 
could be heard. Some cryed, "Woe, woe, and forrow, for this dooUfull I^^JfT^r.? 
day !" Others kaiil thehr (luilles at the Deane ; others ran out of the 
Kirk with a pitieftiU lamentation, fo that their reading vpon the Service 
Booke wes interrupted. The Bifchop of San^tandrois, now Chancellour 
alfo, and the reft of the Bifchops, fome of them being in the Kirk, cryed 
for peace and quyetnes, but wer not heard. Therefore the Bifchop left 
his reading and taught a fermon, but it wes verie (hort : And efter fer- 
mon, when the Bifchop came out of the pulpit, and went foorth, he fand 
the calfay full of people, as thogh it had bein a mercat day, quho ran 
about him, crying that he wes bringing in a new Religion vpon them ; 

quho, being put in a great feare, ran vp a ftair to have gotten my Lord 

2b 
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of Wemyes' lodging, cr]^ngthat he had no wyte ;^ fo that the people had 
rather hein in hands with the Deane, hut he^keept himfelfe in the Sjrk 
till the tumult wea appeafed. 

At aftemoone, quhen the Bifcbop came to the Kirk againe, tte Magi* 
ftrats keept the Kirk doore, that none might enter hut fuch as they quho 
wold make no tumult ; and they wer fuch a long fpace in reading the 
Service, that it wes yntill 4 houres of the eftemoone before M' A[eK^ 
Thomfone began his preaching, which wes but fchort alfo. The f<mnon 
being endit, the Bifchop going home in a coatch with my Lord of Rox- 
burgh, to fave himfelfe from the violence of the people, wes contin- 
wallie perfued with Hones, vntill he came to the Abbeyr vnto his oune 
houfe. 

On Monday, the 24 of July, the Bifchoppes, having a meeting among 
themfelffes and a great conference that night preceiding, fent vp a letter 
to advertife his Maiellie quhat had fallen out, albeit the King's Coun- 
fell knew litle thereof ; but quhen they wer all mett togither, they 
caufed a Proclamation be made at 8 houres at even, intimating that the 
King's maieilie's CounfeU wes to fitt heirefter in the Abbey, be reafone 
of the vprore and mifdemenour of the people of the toune againft the 
Bifchop of Edinburgh, [and the Deane of St 6eilis,t] the Sabboth day 
preceiding ; quhich they put in pradlife on Tuyfday the 25 of July, [for 
the CounfeU fat in the Abbay.t] This Moneday the 24 of July, neither 
wer there publi6t prayer morning nor evening, nor no fermon in the 
weeke dayes ; fo that M' Patrick Henderfone [Heniyfone] read not the 
prayers for 5 or 6 moneths efter this ; yea, the next Sabboth, July 30, 
verie few women came to the preaching to the Great Kirk. 

In the beginning of the moneth of Auguft, M^ James Fairlie, one of 
the Minifters of Edinburgh, had gotten a prefentation, be [Traquair] the 
Treafurer's moyen, to the Bifchopricke of Argyle ; quherin he was con- 
fecrat and inflalled vpon the 8 day of this moneth, in tixe Chappell Royall, 
and efter that had a great feaft to the reft of the Bifchops, and feme No« 
blemen and Minifters quho wer invited to it, within his oune houfe in 



* Blame. 
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the high toime of Edinburgh ; but the houfe taking fyre, [ominous, I The how ujtm 
grant,*] did putt both the feafters and his nighbours quho dwelt next ^' 
vnto him in great feare. [But neither God's word, nor God's worke, will 
waken fleepmg, fenfles, feared confciences If] 

The occurrences of this yeare, and efter this moneth of Auguil, in an- 
no 1637, ar fo amplie and weill fett doune, partlie in wreat and partlie in 
print, and to be had for moneyes,^ [that I iudge it neidlefle for me to 
write any more ; knowing that the colle6lion of the future mod excel- 
lent Hiftorie will be cared for by the Generall Aflemblie.] 

( SicftibfcribUur) Mb JOHN ROW, 

Mini/ier at Camock. 

• 8i9p1Sed hj Mr Wflfiam Bow, Mr. MS. 34, 6, 14. f ^^^ 

t All the M8S.» exeeptiog Adr. 84, 6, 14, tenninite abruptly here. 
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